
 

   
  
  
  
  

 
 

Birch Grove Community School 
& Community Service 

Newsletter 
 

September 17, 2020 
 

Dates to Remember:   
Monday, September 21 School Board Meeting at 5:30 

Thursday, October 15 No School MEA 
Friday, October 16 No School MEA 

 
Mission Statement: 

Birch Grove Community School will promote academic excellence utilizing our unique natural setting allowing 
students to reach their potential, preparing them to become socially and environmentally responsible, 

self-directed, lifelong learners. 
 

  
From Ms. Diane Blanchette:  
Director, Birch Grove Community School 
Lead Coordinator, Birch Grove Community Service 
 
The second week of school is almost at a close – it went really well!  Our second day of distance 

learning will happen tomorrow. Please be patient with the on-line portion of distance learning, 

especially with the younger grades. If you are not able to connect, or are having issues, move on to 

the hard materials (workbooks, etc.). We will refine the on-line portion as we go. There are many 

students/families that are new and are not familiar with the on-line portion – that’s okay! We will get 

there! 😊 Communication is key! If you are having issues, please contact your child’s teacher and 

they will get back to you as soon as possible.  

 

If all of you at home were able to see what I see happening in the school, you would be impressed. 

Birch Grove Community School is so lucky to have such dedicated staff! Staff: thank you so much for 

your hard work – it is paying off! You are doing an amazing job! 

 

Remember to send sweatshirts/sweaters to school as the weather has been a bit chilly. We go outside 

every day, so be sure to send appropriate clothing. If you need help with this, please let us know.  

 



 

All students have the opportunity to have a breakfast bar in the morning. It is usually a Nature Valley 

granola bar/Kellogg’s Nutri-grain bar, or something similar. If you do not want your child to have a 

bar in the morning, please let your child’s teacher know, otherwise we will assume that it is okay.  

 

Just a recap below of pick up/drop off: 

 

The front entry doors open at 7:55. Please do not drop off children prior to this unless you have 

made arrangements with Sheryl (Saplings) or Diane (K-5). You will know that you can drop your 

child off as the front doors will be open. If the doors are not propped open, it is before 7:55.  

 

If you NEED early drop off (before 7:55) you must register your K-5 child with Diane, or your 

Saplings with Sheryl. Please do not send your child any earlier unless you have registered. We have 

laid careful plans for those that have registered, but are not prepared for children who are not. Thank 

you! 

 

Drop off’s in the am: if you arrive between 7:55 and 8:10, you can pull up to the front doors and send 

your children in – please make sure they go in the doors. Once they are in the building, we will take it 

from there. Saplings may also be dropped off at the front doors now between 7:55-8:10 (you should 

see them go in the doors though). We will see that Saplings get to their room too! We will close the 

front doors at 8:15. IF THE DOORS ARE SHUT/LOCKED, PLEASE RING THE BELL FOR ENTRY-

do not just drop your child off – please bring them to the entry and ring the bell. 

 

Pick up’s in the PM: please also pick your child up at the front doors between 3:05-3:15. If your K-5 

child happens to be at the playground prior to pick up, we will bring them to the front doors, please 

do not go to the playground. Saplings ONLY will be waiting at the end of the sidewalk by the 

playground.  

 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us!   
birchgrove@boreal.org ~ Birch Grove Community School Email 
bgcommunityservice@boreal.org ~ Community Service Email 

218-663-0170 ~ School Phone 
218-663-0170 ext. 26 Community Service Phone 

 
Website 

www.birchgroveschool.com  

 
 
 

 
 

Look for: 
Birch Grove Community School and Community Service #4145 

 
 

http://www.birchgroveschool.com/
mailto:birchgrove@boreal.org
mailto:bgcommunityservice@boreal.org
http://www.birchgroveschool.com/


 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 
From Ms. Sheryl Martinson 
Saplings Teacher, Birch Grove Community Service  
 
What a difference a week makes! Last week was a little on the rough side. This week the children 
were in step and acting like they have doing this for weeks! I’m very pleased – two weeks in – what a 
great group of little ones I have the pleasure of spending my days with. 
 
The nice weather hasn’t hurt anything either. Due to Covid restrictions, in the classroom I try to keep 
the children playing and working in groups of two or three. I sometimes have to limit their choices. 
So, when the weather is nice, it is wonderful to spend extra time outside. Within the Sapling class, the 
children are playing with one group, then switching to another, trying out new friends and new ways 
of playing. There’s a group digging in the dirt, there’s a group chasing “monsters,” there’s a group 
swinging. and 5 or 10 minutes later, the groups have shifted to new activities with new friends 
grouped together. They manage this pretty much on their own and it is very fun for me to observe. 
 
Our theme this week was “Pete the Cat” books. The children made “Pete the Cat” pointers and used 
them to follow along on a visualized song that we learned. The song is very catchy and you may very 
well hear myself and children singing it as we go about our day! Even though the children couldn’t 
really “read” most of the song lyrics – moving the pointer across the page was teaching them, left to 
right progression as well as the idea that words and letters have meaning.  
 
Our focus was the letter L,l and the color red. We are off and running. The children and I are all 
looking forward to a great year together. 
 
218-663-0170 ext. 21  
sheryl.martinsonbgcs@gmail.com 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
From Ms. Sara Knottski  
K & 1 Grade Elementary Teacher 
 
We are working hard in K/1st grade! We started math and reading groups this week. Students are 
working at different stations during math and reading times. We are also working on a poster called 
“All About Me.” The students drew and wrote about their favorite things, family, and themselves. 
Check out the posters that will be hanging in the hall all year. 
 
This week we are focusing on the letter C. We are learning the procedure of how we are going to 
learn new letters throughout the year. The students have been writing C, saying the C sound, and 
talking and reading about words that start with C.  Kindergarten will be building their alphabet 
knowledge as the weeks go on. 1st grade will be reviewing the letters as we focus on reading and 
writing. 
  
In math, we are learning to write and recognize numbers. 1st grade is reviewing how to write 
numbers and counting up to 120. They are also are learning about partners of 5, such as 3 and 2. 

mailto:sheryl.martinsonbgcs@gmail.com


 

Kindergarten learned how to write, recognize, and count numbers 0, 1, 2, 3, and 4. Ask them to write 
these numbers at home, see if they remember! 
  
Please send students with emergency clothes, a backup mask, and a backup lunch to keep in their 
locker. 
  
As always feel free to contact me by phone, email, or in person if you have any questions! 
 
218-663-0170 ext. 22  
sara.knottskibgcs@gmail.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
From Ms. Sara Silence  
2nd & 3rd Grade Elementary Teacher 
 
Our first distance Friday went well. I was able to connect with all of my students and students were 
able to login in to find me (although I did make one house call). Thank you to the support teams at 
home, I know getting logins and things set up is not always easy. We will be keeping the same 
general schedule of activities each week with only a few things changing. This should help students 
and parents keep a routine.  
 
In class we have been cruising right along. I have never had a class come together this well. This 
week and last, I have seen them support each other, be patient, persevere when things are frustrating, 
and solve their own arguments before they need me to step in. I am so impressed with the social 
skills we already have. We will be looking more at how to take care of each other and support them 
next week as we learn how brains learn and work differently.  
 
I am so excited to see what the Pine Martens will discover about themselves and the world this year. 
 
218-663-0170 ext. 26 
sara.silencebgcs@gmail.com  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
From Ms. Heidi Milner  
4th & 5th Grade Elementary Teacher 
 
It’s been another successful week in the 4/5th grade classroom. This week we officially started our 
reading curriculum with some great stories. Fourth grade read a chapter from the classic tale 
“Because of Winn-Dixie”, a story about a girl named Opal, her loyal dog Winn-Dixie, and the fun 
they had with the librarian sharing stories. Fifth grade read from “Wayside School is Falling Down: A 
Package for Mrs. Jewls”, which is a humorous story about a custodian named Louis who struggles to 
bring a heavy box up to Mrs. Jewls class on the 30th floor, only for her to drop it out the window. 
Both stories helped us understand plot and start to question point of view for a story. We also 
worked on our narrative writing skills, writing a descriptive paragraph about a place we know really 
well. We did our writing on Google Classroom, which was a lot of fun engaging in writing in a 
different way.  
 

mailto:sara.knottskibgcs@gmail.com
mailto:sara.silencebgcs@gmail.com


 

This week in math, fourth grade continued to talk about place value and practiced rounding, while 
did grade continued to learn about decimals. Each grade utilized the YouTube channel “Math 
Antics” to help expand our understanding of these topics.  
 
Huge shout out to parents, guardians, and others who helped make Friday’s whole class distance 
learning a success! Thanks for your patience with figuring out technology and for your support. 
Thank you to our students as well for your flexibility and willingness to learn anywhere!  
 

218-663-0170 ext. 23  

heidi.milnerbgcs@gmail.com  

mailto:heidi.milnerbgcs@gmail.com

