
 

   
  
  
  
  

 
 

Birch Grove Community School 
& Community Service 

Newsletter 
 

October 7, 2021 
 

Dates to Remember:   
Friday, October 8 No School – Teacher Workshop 

Monday, October 18 ~ Annual School Board Meeting and Elections 
 at 5:30 Followed by Regular Meeting at BGCS 

Thursday, October 21 MEA – No School 
Friday, October 22 MEA – No School 

Friday, October 29 BGCS Mini Halloween Carnival for Saplings-5th 
 

Mission Statement: 
Birch Grove Community School will promote academic excellence utilizing our unique natural setting allowing 

students to reach their potential, preparing them to become socially and environmentally responsible, 
self-directed, lifelong learners. 

  
 
 
From Ms. Diane Blanchette:  
Director, Birch Grove Community School 
Lead Coordinator, Birch Grove Community Service 
 
It is a short week this week, with no school tomorrow, Friday, October 8. Hopefully, those that have 
colds, or just not feeling well, can use the extra day to feel better! We appreciate all of those families 
that kept their children home that were not feeling well. I think that we have forgotten that kids (and 
adults) can get sick with things other than COVID.  Even if your child does not have COVID, please 
keep them home when sick. This can help to keep the rest of the children and staff healthy and 
remain in school. To date, we have not had any positive cases of COVID at BGCS. Be sure to contact 
your family health care provider when your child is sick to see if COVID testing should happen. 
 
Flannel Friday is back! Children can join the staff and wear flannel on Fridays! Whoo hoo! Let’s get 

Northwoods comfortable!       



 

As you may have heard, the annual Halloween Carnival has been canceled this year due to COVID. 
And, just like last year, we will not let that stop us from having a mini-carnival here at Birch Grove 
for our Saplings and K-5 students. The mini-carnival will be held on Friday, October 29 in the 
afternoon.  
 
Thank you to the Tofte Fire & Rescue for the annual fire prevention goodies given to Saplings-5th 
grade and for the visit today with the fire engine and EMT vehicle. Their visit is always a hit with the 
kids! Pictured below is a happy Sapling with the fire hose.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please be sure to send your child to school in layers, or leave a sweatshirt at school. The days are 
getting cooler, and we go outside every day in all but the most extreme weather.  
 
Family vacations: I have had multiple inquiries about family vacations. Should your family choose to 
go on vacation during school days, please let us know in advance so that we can mark your child 
absent-excused. Classroom teachers are not required to prepare homework for your child for the 
days you will be gone. Most likely, teachers may suggest on-line platforms that your child can access 
to refine skills and concepts previously taught. Each teacher will decide what action they will take 
concerning students gone due to vacation. Also please keep in mind that absences can add up fast, 
especially if your child gets ill during the school year. Thank you!  
 

 
 

 
 



 

One of the joys of living up North -  
Every Friday is “Flannel Friday” at Birch 

Grove! Join us! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us:   
birchgrove@boreal.org ~ Birch Grove Community School Email 
bgcommunityservice@boreal.org ~ Community Service Email 

218-663-0170 ~ School Phone 
218-663-0170 ext. 26 Community Service Phone 

Website: www.birchgroveschool.com  
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From Ms. Alayna Carrier and Ms. Mari Maldonado 
Sapling Teachers, Birch Grove Community Service  
 
What a fun filled week for Saplings! To fulfill our Fall fever, our theme this week was all about Fall.  
We learned about what happens in Autumn and why leaves change color.  To experience Fall 
ourselves we took a nature walk to collect leaves that had fallen and had a leaf rubbing craft, as well 
as identified what kind of tree they came from.  In our Pretend Center we created a “Fall Market” 
where the Saplings could either be customers or workers.  The customers could buy things like an 
apple, a pumpkin, apple cider, apple pie, or pumpkin pie.  It was great to see them acting out these 
various roles. I think I’ve had enough apple cider and pumpkin pie to last me the whole year!   
 
Throughout our centers, we have created themed activities. In our math center we have a game 
where they follow the dotted line to make an orange.  We also have a sheet where they count how 
many oranges are in each box and draw a line to match to the correct number.  In our art center, we 
had the Saplings mix yellow paint and red paint to create the color orange.  In our sensory center we 
have orange penne pasta for them to feel and explore with.  Of course, the big hit was our fall market 
in the pretend center. :) 
 
The letter we focused on this week was “Oo”.  Which went along perfectly with our color of the 
week- Orange. Naturally, we had oranges for snack one day! The Saplings loved our vowel 
recognition game this week.  A teacher spun the vowel wheel and when we said what letter it was, 

http://www.birchgroveschool.com/
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the students then had to find it on a foam square on the floor and jump on it.  Recognition, sound and 
tracing were all introduced through various worksheets using the color orange. 
 
As always, please let us know if you have any questions. Have a fantastic Fall weekend!  
 

218-663-0170 ext. 21  
alayna.carrierbgcs@gmail.com 

mariprovi.maldonadobgcs@gmail.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
From Ms. Sara Knottski  
K & 1 Grade Elementary Teacher 
 
I can’t believe how quickly the leaves popped over the past week! This week, we used some of the 
fallen leaves to practice our science skills of classifying, observing, and recording. 
 
In Kindergarten, we are learning letters D this week. We also read a story about pets. We used 
inferencing skills to predict what will happen in the story. In math, we are practicing writing 
numbers 0-20 and we learned about circles, rectangles, and squares. 
 
The first-grade students are continuing to practice reading and reviewing letter sounds. We read a 
story called Curious George Goes to School. We talked about sequence of events in a story. We 
summarized the events that happened to Curious George in a flow chart. In math, we learned all of 
our addition partners up to 10! 
 
We spent some time in the woods this week exploring and learning about our 5 senses. We used our 
science skills to observe and discover different things outside! We also spent some of our playtimes in 
the woods! Fall is in the air! 
 
218-663-0170 ext. 22  
sara.knottskibgcs@gmail.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
From Ms. Sara Silence  
2nd & 3rd Grade Elementary Teacher 
 
Pine Martens were busy this week reviewing the letter sound CH and beginning our two weeks of 
magic e. It has been a busy week with multi-sensory lessons to help these phonics rules take root in 
our memory. We have read Chicka Chicka Boom Boom and the Chocolate Chicken along 
with Chicken Little. We have even eaten chocolate on chairs! For magic e, we made magic wands and 
danced around the room as we turned short vowel words into long vowel words, like pin to pine. 
Next week we'll continue to have magic-e fun. 
 
In math we continue to work on count bys and skip counting. We also continue to look at the 
relationships between addition and subtraction and multiplication and division. We have well-
established routines so our groups are doing great at focusing on their job when they need to. 
 
This week we focused on maps in social studies. First looking at why people would use maps and 
what different maps can tell us. We read a map and answered questions for understanding. Then we 
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designed our own settlement using blocks and explained why we decided to put our buildings where 
we did. Some chose to put them closer to water some chose to put their buildings closer to trees and 
mountains. It was fun hearing the different reasons for their choices. 
 
218-663-0170 ext. 26 
sara.silencebgcs@gmail.com  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
From Ms. Heidi Helgesen  
4th & 5th Grade Elementary Teacher 
 
Even though it was a short week, 4/5th grade has been hard at work! We continued learning about 
activism through our reading lessons. We read several stories about invasive species, specifically red-
eared slider turtles and pythons. These two types of pets become difficult for people to care for, so 
sadly it has become common for these pet owners to release these creatures into the wild, which in 
turn disrupts the ecosystem. We read a fictional story about how kids helped to recapture the 
invasive turtles and we also read a non-fiction text which shared about a beagle that is used to help 
find pythons in the Everglades in Florida.  
 
In math, fifth grade finished their unit on adding, subtracting, and rounding decimals. Students did a 
great job on their assessment and showed all that they learned so far this year. We then started our 
new unit about multiplying and dividing decimal numbers. In fourth grade, we talked about how we 
can use the relationship between addition and subtraction to check our work. We also practiced 
multi-digit subtraction, remembering how to borrow across a zero place value, which can be tricky! 
Fourth graders did a great job learning and practicing these skills.  
 
4/5th grade has started their first "official" writing assignment of the year. We are learning about 
opinion writing. This week, we reviewed the difference between facts and opinions with a whole 
class sorting game. Next, we learned the O.R.E.O. method for writing opinion pieces, state 
your Opinion, give your Reasons, Explain why, and restate your Opinion. Students did a great job 
with the start of this new writing unit! 
 
In science, we talked about the engineering design process. We watched a short BrainPop video 
which gave excellent examples of the process, then we practiced it ourselves! Students were 
challenged to create a domino run using 2 other objects as a part of the build. 4/5th graders worked 
either independently or as part of a team to ask questions, imagine possibilities, plan solutions, create 
and test their ideas, and find new ways to improve their design. Students did an amazing job 
working as engineers!  
 
Parents, please be sure your child is reading for at least 20 minutes every night. We have already 
started our tickets for treasure reading logs. If your child needs a new one, please just ask!  
 
As always if you have questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out at anytime either by phone 
or email. 
 

218-663-0170 ext. 23  

heidi.helgesenbgcs@gmail.com  
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