
 

   
  
  
  
  

 
 

Birch Grove Community School 
& Community Service 

Newsletter 
 

October 24, 2019 
 

Dates to Remember:   
Thursday, October 24 Tofte Forest Service Program on BATS 

Friday, October 25 Swimming Lessons at YMCA 
Sunday, October 27 Halloween Carnival 2:00-4:00 

Friday, November 1 No School 
Wednesday, November 6 Picture Re-takes 

Friday, November 8 Swimming Lessons at YMCA 
Friday, November 8 Birch Grove Benefit at Papa Charlie’s 5:30pm-8:00pm 

Tuesday, November 12 Community Lunch at 12:00 
Tuesday, November 12 School Parent/Teacher Conferences 
Thursday, November 14 School Parent/Teacher Conferences 

 
Mission Statement: 

Birch Grove Community School will promote academic excellence utilizing our unique natural setting allowing 
students to reach their potential, preparing them to become socially and environmentally responsible, 

self-directed, lifelong learners. 
 

  
From Ms. Diane Blanchette:  
Director, Birch Grove Community School 
Lead Coordinator, Birch Grove Community Service 

 

The annual school board meeting was held on Monday this week. Judy Motschenbacher and Kathy 

Lawrence are again elected to fill another term as school board members. Thanks to Judy, Kathy, and 

all of the other school board members (Skip Lamb, Sarena Nelson, Krystal Singleton, and Sara 

Knottski) for all of your many contributions to our small school. Your dedication is outstanding! If 

you would like to consider becoming a school board member, please contact me.  

 



 

Check out the new school website at www.birchgroveschool.com. Our website is now ADA 

compliant and mobile friendly! You can find the school calendar, newsletters, lunch menus, and more 

on our site. Check it out and let us know what you think. 

 

Picture re-takes are scheduled for Wednesday, November 6. You can go on-line and check out your 

child’s picture to determine if you want retakes or not. Go to mylifetouch.com and check it out. Out 

ID is: EVTJM9JMH 

 

The Tofte Forest Service will be at Birch Grove this afternoon to work with all of our students with a 

presentation on BATS. We thought that this would be a good subject with Halloween coming up. 

Pictures of the event will be posted on Facebook, but be sure to ask your child what they learned 

today. Thanks go out to our neighbors, the Tofte Forest Service, for bringing this special learning 

opportunity to our students. 

 

We have just 3 swimming lessons at the YMCA left. Make sure to continue to send swim bags so that 

your child has everything they need. Don’t forget a big lunch and healthy snacks! 

 

The annual Birch Grove Halloween Carnival is this Sunday, October 27 from 2:00-4:00. Please invite 
your family, friends, and neighbors to this spooktacular event! Please send participants our way, as 
the more people that attend, the more fun it is. All Birch Grove students and Saplings receive a free 
$5 punch card to the event (it will be sent home in Take Home folders today or tomorrow).  
Volunteers are needed to make this event successful, so if you are able, please sign up to help – we 
can’t do it without volunteers. Cakes are also needed for the famous cake walk! I have attached a 
Halloween Carnival flyer – please post it wherever you can! A volunteer sign-up sheet is also 
attached. 
 
Halloween Day at Birch Grove School ~ Thursday, October 31. Children in K-5 may bring a costume 
to school to change into for the afternoon. Please do not send children to school with a costume on – 
time will be given to get into costumes in the afternoon. Costumes should be school appropriate (no 
weapons, no blood or extreme gore, etc.). While the weapons are a given, super scary or bloody 
costumes can scare younger children and we don’t want to do that.  We only want smiles and 
giggles! 
 
In my experience, a good portion of the children that have a “bad day”, “melt down”, make poor 
choices, refuse or have a hard time focusing on their work, or end up in the school office to see me for 
challenging behaviors, ARE TIRED. In my opinion, if all of the children that came to school were 
well rested each and every school day, I believe that it would cut down on at least 50% (maybe more) 
of challenging behaviors that we see, and would increase the percentage and gains of academic 
growth across the board. 

 

I have included a few charts below. All children are different – your child might require more/less 
sleep than what you see below 

 
 
 

http://www.birchgroveschool.com/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mark your calendars for the annual benefit for Birch Grove at Papa Charlie’s on Friday, November 
8th! Make sure to get it on your calendar. This is a great fund raising event for our school! Bring 
friends and family and enjoy a lasagna dinner, silent auction (get some great deals!), and great music 



 

by Mysterious WAYs. I have attached a flyer with more information. Please feel free to copy this flyer 
off and post in your neighborhood. Help our school by supporting this event! Thank you! 
 

After school programming offered by Zoar Lutheran in Tofte (Kids Bible Club) starts next week, 
Wednesday, November 30. If your child is going to attend, please send a bus pass so that we know 
not to put your child on the bus. We will assume that this is where your child will go every 
Wednesday that Bible Club is in session. Please send a bus pass if you need to change this schedule. 
Thank you! 

 

Thank you for choosing Birch Grove Community School! 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us!   

birchgrove@boreal.org ~ Birch Grove Community School Email 

bgcommunityservice@boreal.org ~ Community Service Email 

218-663-0170 ~ School Phone 

218-663-0170 ext. 26 Community Service Phone 
 

Website 

www.birchgroveschool.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look for: 

Birch Grove Community School and Community Service 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

 

From Ms. Sheryl Martinson 
Saplings Teacher, Birch Grove Community Service  

The Saplings Room 

 

The Sapling classroom has been a little “batty” this week! We have been learning about bats - what 

they look like, what they eat, and how they fly. They really are interesting creatures. In our usual 

fashion, we read books, watched a couple video clips and tried to imagine what it would be like to be 

a bat! There was black play dough, black paint at the easel and black bowtie “bats” in the sensory 

table. We played a game to show in a very basic way how bats use echolocation.  

 

It is fun to see the children grow in their ability to express ideas with pictures and objects. An oval at 

the easel can become a bat. A ball of play dough can become a bat cave. Their drawings of a person or 

a house are showing more detail. And the children are very proud of their creations! 

 

http://www.birchgroveschool.com/
mailto:birchgrove@boreal.org
mailto:bgcommunityservice@boreal.org
http://www.birchgroveschool.com/


 

We had a lot of fun this week with “The Book with No Pictures.” It really doesn’t have any pictures. 

The instructions are that the reader (me) has to read all the words, just as they are written. The reader 

ends up saying some silly and non-sensical things, and the children laugh uproariously. 

 

Our focus letter has been H. And since bat is such an easy word to rhyme, we expanded on that. The 

children colored and then “read” a small booklet about bats of various colors. I hope when these little 

booklets come home in your child’s folder, you are able to take a moment to look at it with your 

child. Ask your child to read it to you. It is great for them to practice the left to right progression, 

turning the pages, and naming the colors.  

 

And finally, a plug for the Halloween carnival on Sunday. Stop by the Sapling room with your young 

child and check out some of the activities we will have going on in there! 

 

*Please see the Community Service portion of the newsletter about two upcoming dates that the 

Saplings program is closed! 

 

218-663-0170 ext. 21  

sheryl.martinsonbgcs@gmail.com  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

From Ms. Sara Knottski  
K & 1 Elementary Teacher 
 

Halloween is coming up next Thursday already! The children will be able to change into their 

costumes in the afternoon if they wish. Pack your child’s costume if they wish to wear it in the 

afternoon. Students should not come to school wearing their costumes! We are going to have a blast! 

 

The first graders learned about r blends such as SR, BR, TR, SHR, THR, etc. They also read a story 

called How Animals Communicate. We discussed and made a concept map of the main idea and the 

supporting detail.  In math, we are learning about how subtraction and addition are related. 

 

The Kindergarteners learned about the letter H. We made a list of things that start with an H such as 

a house, heart, helmet, and hammer! In math, we are practicing addition and subtraction. 

 

Have a fantastic weekend! 
 

218-663-0170 ext. 22  

sara.knottskibgcs@gmail.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

From Ms. Sara Silence  
2nd & 3rd Grade Elementary Teacher 

 

Pine Martens have spent the week preparing for the Forest Service's visit about bats on Thursday. We 

have practiced making predictions and observations. Journaling our findings and reading nonfiction 

texts about bats and other night time creatures. We added eight new strategies to our "CAFE" menu 

to help us become better readers. 

mailto:sheryl.martinsonbgcs@gmail.com
mailto:sara.knottskibgcs@gmail.com


 

 

For math both groups are just about ready to start adding multi-digit addition and subtraction. They 

will be learning multiple ways to add new groups and borrow. We continue to memorize math facts 

and use detective skills to solve which operation to use in word problems.  

 

218-663-0170 ext. 26 

sara.silencebgcs@gmail.com  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
From Ms. Heidi Milner  
4th & 5th Grade Elementary Teacher 

 

Many exciting things are happening in 4/5th grade at BGCS! We have recently recorded 3 

announcements for WTIP 90.7, the local radio station for Cook County! Tune in to hear our reports 

on the Halloween Carnival, Fundraiser at Papa Charlie's, and an update on swimming lessons at the 

YMCA.  

 

Our class has also been learning about energy in science. We have done several experiments on the 

topic. First, we experimented with stored energy in a rubber band, then we experimented 

with gravitational energy by making a racetrack for a marble. We also are improving our reading 

skills in science, learning to read for information and cite text evidence.  

 

4/5th grade has been working hard to memorize our math facts. One of our classroom goals is to 

have all of our math facts for addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division memorized by the 

end of the school year. By having these facts memorized we will be better able to complete our math 

work in class. Please help by practicing these math facts at home. IXL Math, Splash Math, and Cool 

Math Games are some websites that have games for kids to play to practice their math fact skills.  

 

218-663-0170 ext. 23  

heidi.milnerbgcs@gmail.com  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

From Ms. Klemmer 
Coordinator, Birch Grove Community Service 

 
The Annual Halloween Carnival is this coming Sunday from 2:00-4:00!! 
Ms. Martinson will be present for the event in the Saplings room where she will have all kinds of fun 
activities for pre-school aged children to do. Tell all of your friends! We hope to see you there! 
Volunteers are still needed ~ please help us if you can! 
 
Sheryl Martinson will be on vacation November 11-26. Jessica Klemmer will be the Saplings 
teacher for the days that Sheryl is gone EXCEPT for Friday, November 15, and Friday, November 
22. These two Fridays, the Saplings program will be closed! Please mark your calendars.  
 
 

218-663-0170 ext. 26 Community Service 

jessica.klemmerbgcs@gmail.com  
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