
 

   
  
  
  
  

 
 

Birch Grove Community School 
& Community Service 

Newsletter 
 

October 20, 2021 
 

Dates to Remember:   
Thursday, October 21 MEA – No School 

Friday, October 22 MEA – No School 
Friday, October 29 BGCS Mini Halloween Carnival for Saplings-5th 

 
Mission Statement: 

Birch Grove Community School will promote academic excellence utilizing our unique natural setting allowing 
students to reach their potential, preparing them to become socially and environmentally responsible, 

self-directed, lifelong learners. 
  
 
 
From Ms. Diane Blanchette:  
Director, Birch Grove Community School 
Lead Coordinator, Birch Grove Community Service 
 
This is a short week, with no school or Saplings on Thursday and Friday for MEA. We will see 
everyone back here on Monday! 
 
Thanks to all that turned in their ballots for the school board election even though we were just going 
through the motions with all 3 members running unopposed. Skip Lamb and Sarena Nelson, long 
time members, have been re-elected, and newly appointed Mary VanDoren was also elected. When 
seeing these individuals, please thank them for their service along with Judy Motschenbacher, Kathy 
Lawrence, and Sara Knottski. We appreciate all that you do for Birch Grove Community School! 
 
On Friday, October 29, students may bring a costume to put on for the afternoon. Please do not send 
K-5 to school with costumes on. There will be time allowed in the afternoon for students to get into a 
costume, if they so choose. Please no costumes that are bloody, gory, or have weapons. Thank you! 
 
Please have your child read a minimum of 20 minutes a day/night, especially when we don’t have 
school.  



 

One of the joys of living up North -  
Every Friday is “Flannel Friday” at Birch Grove! Join us! 

 

Picture of the Week! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us:   
birchgrove@boreal.org ~ Birch Grove Community School Email 
bgcommunityservice@boreal.org ~ Community Service Email 

218-663-0170 ~ School Phone 
218-663-0170 ext. 26 Community Service Phone 

Website: www.birchgroveschool.com  
 
 

 
Birch Grove Community School and Community Service #4145 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
From Ms. Alayna Carrier and Ms. Mari Maldonado 
Sapling Teachers, Birch Grove Community Service  
 
This week our theme was music. We talked about songs we liked, how songs can make us feel 

differently, how we use our ears to listen to songs, and lastly how music is fun to sing and dance to.  

http://www.birchgroveschool.com/
mailto:birchgrove@boreal.org
mailto:bgcommunityservice@boreal.org
http://www.birchgroveschool.com/


 

Our first activity was a musical matching game where the Saplings had 3 pictures placed in front of 

them: a star, a bus, and a farm.  As a teacher played either Twinkle Twinkle Little Star, Wheels on the 

Bus, or Old Macdonald had a Farm, the Saplings had to use their ears to listen and find which picture 

went along with the song.  Our second activity was to create a song all together.  We had a few 

choices to pick what we wanted our song to be about and took a vote.  Halloween won! Once each 

child came up with a part for the song, we sang it all together.  Then we added instruments in like 

drums, maracas, guitar, keyboard, and tambourines.  Not to toot my own horn…… But we have 

some rockstars on our hands…  Our last activity of the week was a freeze dance party to different 

genres of music! We included Jazz, Salsa, classical, rock, and nursery rhymes. 

 

Our letter this week was letter “Mm”.  Recognition, sound and tracing were all introduced! We made 

the letter “Mm” with wooden sticks, and practiced on a whiteboard.  We used dotter markers to 

create “Mm”.  We also colored, cut and paste a monster “Mm”.  We have been learning how to hold 

our pencils/markers/crayons correctly during this time as well. 

 

Our color of the week was purple.  In our math center we created a matching game where Saplings 

had to count how many dots were on a “purple grape” and match it to the right number. When they 

were done there was a full bundle of purple grapes! In our art center we had the Saplings mix red 

and blue paint to create purple.  In our ABC center we had students find the letter “Mm” and mark it 

with a purple dot. In our sensory and science center we had cut purple yarn, felt, and mesh. In our 

other bin we had purple moon sand and purple slime for them to feel and explore with.  Our 

building center is where saplings can build with Legos, and blocks. In our pretend center we have a 

music area where the saplings can play guitar, xylophone, maracas, and keyboard. 

 

Have a rockin’ weekend! 

 

218-663-0170 ext. 21  
alayna.carrierbgcs@gmail.com 

mariprovi.maldonadobgcs@gmail.com 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
From Ms. Sara Knottski  
K & 1 Grade Elementary Teacher 
 
Halloween is coming up next week already! We will try to have a little covid friendly celebration in 
the classroom next Friday. The children will be able to change into their costumes in the afternoon if 
they wish. Pack your child’s costume if they wish to wear it in the afternoon. Students should not 
come to school wearing their costumes. We are going to have a blast! 
 
The first graders learned about parts of a story. They read a story called Gus Takes the Train. We 
discussed and made a concept map of the characters, setting, and plot.  In math, we are learning 
about how to add by counting on. 
 
The Kindergarteners learned about the letter T. We made a list of things that start with a T such as a 
turtle, toy, TV, tiger, and tennis! In math, we are practicing addition and subtraction. 

mailto:alayna.carrierbgcs@gmail.com
mailto:mariprovi.maldonadobgcs@gmail.com


 

 
We started library last Wednesday. We will have library every Wednesday. Please return books by 
Wednesday and expect new books to come home that night! 
 
Have a fantastic long weekend and remember to read and use the online resources! 
 
218-663-0170 ext. 22  
sara.knottskibgcs@gmail.com 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
From Ms. Sara Silence  
2nd & 3rd Grade Elementary Teacher 
 
Pine Martens were not slowed by the short week. We were introduced to beginning blends using l, r, 
and s. To get our hands on experience, we played with FLour and then used it for our auditory letter 
drill. Tuesday we spent time in the gym SC-ooting, SL-iding, and CR-awling while recording words 
with the beginning blends and our old friend magic e.  
 
In math we spent the short week reviewing values of pennies, nickels, and dimes. This will not only 
help is with our knowledge of money, but with finding patterns and tens in our work.  
 
We also did our introduction of our next unit in science, the study of matter. We will have several 
hands on activities in the coming weeks, some that we can eat! 
 
Weekly events: every Monday we will have library in the afternoon. At least once per week we will 
be in the woods. Please continue to send outside shoes so mud does not get tracked inside. Lastly, fall 
weather is unpredictable. You may want to send hat, gloves, and a thicker coat so it is available if 
needed. Children will continue to be outside for at least an hour each day all year.  
 
218-663-0170 ext. 26 
sara.silencebgcs@gmail.com  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
From Ms. Heidi Helgesen  
4th & 5th Grade Elementary Teacher 
 
4/5th grade has worked hard to use our short week to keep up our great work! During our social 
skills lessons, we talked about how we can work to overcome procrastination, manage our time 
better, and build good habits that support a healthy lifestyle. We used our time management skills to 
prioritize our math work and our reading work.  
 
In both fourth and fifth grade, we spent time working on multiplication. Both grade levels reviewed 
mental math and how we can use place value to quickly solve multiplication problems in our heads. 
In fifth grade, we worked on double digit by double digit multiplication, using both an area model 
and regrouping method to show our work. In fourth grade, we practiced arrays to remind ourselves 
how we can use this skill to show a multiplication equation.  
 

mailto:sara.knottskibgcs@gmail.com
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In reading, fourth grade read a story about Martin Luther King, Jr. Students did a great job 
identifying the author's purpose of the reading, which was to inform students about the unfair 
system of segregation and how a young MLK began to work towards changing the world. In fifth 
grade, we read about Mesa Verde National Park. Through this reader's theater, we learned all about 
the Ancestral Puebloan city and the mystery of why the creators of the city left. At the end of the 
reading, all students agreed that traveling to Mesa Verde was at the top of their dream vacation list! 
 
In science, we started a new unit! We began learning about matter and started by defining what 
exactly is matter. We learned that matter is anything that has weight and takes up space, so even air 
is matter! The class is excited to start this new unit on chemistry! 
 
In social studies, we started a short research project, where students searched for information about 
women who made a difference during the Revolutionary War. Students started learning the history 
of Molly Pitcher, Sybil Ludington, Abigail Adams, and many other women who fought for 
independence in many different ways. Students did a great job evaluating sources, quickly scanning 
for information, and staying on topic while searching online.  
 
The weather is slowly starting to get colder, so please be sure to send lots of layers with students so 
they have what they need in order to stay warm while outside. We eat snack and lunch outside most 
days, which can quickly get very chilly if students do not have jackets along with sweaters. Lots of 
layers help so as students warm up while running around, they can set a hat or mittens aside while 
playing.  
 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please reach out at any time! I am available by both 
phone and email.  
 

218-663-0170 ext. 23  

heidi.helgesenbgcs@gmail.com  

mailto:heidi.helgesenbgcs@gmail.com

