
 

   
  
  
  
  

 
 

Birch Grove Community School 
& Community Service 

Newsletter 
 

March 20, 2020 
 

Dates to Remember:   
Monday – Friday, March 23-27 No School Spring Break 

Friday, April 10 No School 
Monday, April 13 No School 

Monday, April 20 School Board Meeting at 5:30 
 

 
Mission Statement: 

Birch Grove Community School will promote academic excellence utilizing our unique natural setting allowing 
students to reach their potential, preparing them to become socially and environmentally responsible, 

self-directed, lifelong learners. 
 

  
From Ms. Diane Blanchette:  
Director, Birch Grove Community School 
Lead Coordinator, Birch Grove Community Service 
 
Whew! What a week. First thank you all that completed your K-5 conference with teachers either in 
person or by phone – nice work teachers and parents! We have maybe one or two conferences to go 
that can be completed over the phone with your child’s teacher. If you have not yet had yours, please 
contact your child’s teacher to arrange a time that works well.  
 
Much was completed on Monday and Tuesday prior to school closing. Regular instruction happened 
throughout the day and some children had instruction on how to access all of the different platforms 
to prepare for distance learning. Children and paras also got to watch the Junie B. Jones musical in 
the gym while having a popcorn snack (since we were going to miss the live performance on 
Thursday), while the teachers had a group conference on preparing for distance learning. All children 
that were present on Tuesday went to the library and checked out 4 books to ensure that they had 
enough leisure reading material to last through the spring break. Please remember to keep your 



 

children reading over the break, and remind them that they can earn 1 ticket for every 20 minutes 
that they read to themselves, read to someone else, or are read to. Remember to log reading.  
 
Our teaching staff put in extra time and effort to prepare for a distance learning trial on Wednesday, 
Thursday, and today, Friday. This was a trial. We wanted to make sure that, first of all, of our 
students had internet (or a place to access it), and a device. We loaned out some Chromebooks and 
still have some if they are needed. Secondly, we wanted to be sure that all knew how to log on and 
start attempting to navigate the different platforms: how to access Google Classroom, Seesaw, Kahn 
Academy, Reading A-Z, Prodigy, Think Central, etc., and to be able to communicate with the 
classroom teacher in multiple ways. Not all classrooms/grades are using the same platforms and 
sites. Most families were able to take part in most of the trial. Some students finished homework, took 
pictures, and sent it in. Some classrooms were able to take part in a group video chat and do a 
GoNoodle brain break together. Again, this was a trial, and overall, we feel it went rather well. We 
anticipate that it will become easier the more it is practiced.  
 
I want to assure families that we are keeping up to date with the latest information about the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19).  The Minnesota Department of Education and the Minnesota Department 
of Health are in contact with schools with a weekly conference where up to date information is 
shared – some information is coming in daily. We are also in daily contact with our school authorizer, 
VOA. During our spring break there will be more information coming in and families will be notified 
through voicemail and emails – some information will also be on our website and on Facebook. 
Should you have any questions, you can email me at birchgrove@boreal.org. I will be checking my 
email daily. 
 
Please enjoy this coming week of spring break. Staff and students all deserve a break! 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us!   
birchgrove@boreal.org ~ Birch Grove Community School Email 
bgcommunityservice@boreal.org ~ Community Service Email 

218-663-0170 ~ School Phone 
218-663-0170 ext. 26 Community Service Phone 

 
Website 

www.birchgroveschool.com  

 
 
 

 
 

Look for: 
Birch Grove Community School and Community Service #4145 
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From Ms. Sheryl Martinson 
Saplings Teacher, Birch Grove Community Service  
 
What an interesting week we have been through, with undoubtedly more surprises to come. I was 
extra sad to have one of my favorite theme weeks of the year, St Patrick’s Day, cut short. The children 
and I always have so much fun chasing after and writing notes to the elusive leprechauns that hang 
out at Birch Grove this time of year. I did my best to crunch as much fun as I could into the two days 
we had! 
 
I intentionally did not talk about viruses or time off school. The children in my classroom attend 
anywhere from one day to five days of the week. The idea of weekends, vacations, and days off of 
school is pretty abstract to most of the children. We do continually talk about washing hands and 
ways to not spread germs. Ms. Carrier and I ramped up our already thorough cleaning and sanitizing 
routines and reminded the children even more about washing hands and keeping those nasty germs 
at bay. I did talk about spring break – how I would miss the children, how I would be reading books 
and spending time at home, and how I would look forward to seeing them again soon! 
 
As I wrote on the bottom of the daily note home on Tuesday, “I hope you are able to enjoy some 
relaxing, fun moments with your sweet children during this uncertain time.” Make popcorn, watch a 

movie, go for a hike in the woods, bake some cookies and read LOTS of books      . But, at the same 
time don’t feel like you have to entertain your child every moment of the day. At Saplings we have 
quiet book time, rest time and quiet bins. I give you permission to keep these going in your home as 
well! Set a timer, take a break, and then get out the glue and markers and create together! Don’t 
worry about the “academics” – notice letters as you read, count the blocks as you build, and 
encourage some drawing and labels on the picture for Grandma. Your child will be fine, you will 
survive, and I am looking forward to seeing you and your child soon! 
 
In the meantime, if there is anything I can do to help you and your family navigate the coming 
weeks. Please feel free to contact me through my school email. My vacation plans are canceled, I will 
be home reading, scrapbooking and walking the dog. Hang in there and I will see you soon! 
 
218-663-0170 ext. 21  
sheryl.martinsonbgcs@gmail.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
From Ms. Sara Knottski  
K & 1 Grade Elementary Teacher 
 
K/1 will be using Seesaw for distance learning. If you have not already logged in and submitted 
work, please head on over to Seesaw and submit the work your child has been working on. Everyone 
has done a great job so far with submitting and sharing their work on Seesaw. Keep up the good 
work!    
 
I emailed an at-home schedule for distance learning. As we know, 5-7-year-olds need 
a consistent schedule. This will help to keep behavior in check and ensure the best possible learning 
outcomes. Please let me know if you have any questions about the schedule.  
 

mailto:sheryl.martinsonbgcs@gmail.com


 

Keep up the good work and I look forward to more great learning after spring break. Please 
remember to read every day over spring break!  
 
218-663-0170 ext. 22  
sara.knottskibgcs@gmail.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
From Ms. Sara Silence  
2nd & 3rd Grade Elementary Teacher 
 
Just like everywhere else, it has been a crazy week in the Pine Martens with a whirlwind of activities. 
Overall, our trial run has gone well with very few hiccups. I enjoy seeing the kids on video chat and 
we have been able to read books together and still meet with our small groups.  
 
One activity that was planned over break already was our Flat Stanley Journal. Each student and 
myself took home a brand-new journal with Flat Stanley on it. If you are unaware, Flat Stanley is a 
boy who was smashed by a bulletin board and is now as thick as a piece of paper. So far, I have seen 
Stanley show and snowmobile with friends! 
 
Our math this week was review as we prepared for break. This also worked well into our trial 
distance learning as parents and students didn't have to adjust to new material as well as all the other 
changes happening.  
 
Chubs is settled into the barn at home, although he misses his bigger cage. I'm sure he is now anxious 
for spring when I clean out the barn and the chickens spend most of their time outside. Anybody 
need a rooster?! 
 
Our community is amazing. In whatever role you play in it, thank you. 
 
218-663-0170 ext. 26 
sara.silencebgcs@gmail.com  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
From Ms. Heidi Milner  
4th & 5th Grade Elementary Teacher 
 
4/5 has been having a lot of fun with learning online! This week has been mostly about learning how 
to use Google Classroom, Think Central, and Khan Academy. Here’s a few highlights from our week: 
 
1. Students saying good morning to each other on Google Hangout Wednesday morning. At Birch 
Grove we have always made a point of shaking hands and greeting one another each morning. It was 
so heartening to see students continuing this practice online.  
 
2. Students willing to problem solve learning online. It can be incredibly frustrating at times when 
you can’t figure out why a program won’t run or where to find an assignment. We practiced online 
learning together Monday and Tuesday, it wasn’t easy, but everyone worked so hard to figure out 
this new way of learning! Great job, 4/5! 
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3. Parent emails! I have received a number of parent emails checking in and letting me know how 
things are going. These are so helpful, so thank you parents. I even got a few pictures of work that 
has been done from home. It’s amazing how resilient and resourceful our students are!  
 
4. Taking a moment and teaching students how to find the emoji button on Google, and the pure joy 
of watching a kid send a smiley face to their classmates to say “hi”.  
 
5. Reading students posts on our classroom stream about the books they are reading and things they 
are learning! From enjoying reading Charlotte’s Web to sharing what they learned in our closed 
reading assignment (there are a LOT of spiders in Florida) it’s great to hear the thoughts of our 
students and to watch them share in this new way. 
 
6. Students loving learning math online, especially getting some time to work on Prodigy, one of their 
favorite online math games that is aligned to common core state standards and our MCA tests. It’s a 
great game for them to practice their math skills in a fun way!  
 
Thank you so much to parents, loved ones, and community members who have come together to 
make this new adventure in learning happen. These are difficult times for us, with many 
uncertainties and unknowns. I keep thinking back on the advice of Mr. Rogers, “When I was a boy 
and I would see scary things in the news my mother would say to me ‘Look for the helpers. You will 
always find people who are helping.” Thank you so much to all of you for your help, kindness, and 
support as we work together as a community to take care of and help these amazing students keep 
learning.  
 

218-663-0170 ext. 23  

heidi.milnerbgcs@gmail.com  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
From Ms. Klemmer 
Coordinator, Birch Grove Community Service 
 
Thank you all for your understanding of the closing of the Saplings program this week on 
Wednesday-Friday. Thankfully, the plan for spring break closure was already in place for next week 
and we are moving ahead with that plan. Enjoy the break, and enjoy your children! 
 
Ms. Carrier will be in over the spring break to clean and sanitize the room – we will be sure to post a 
picture on Facebook.  
 
At this point, it is unclear as to whether or not the Saplings program will be open after spring break. 
Please put a plan in place in the event that the program will not be open. We will make an 
announcement as soon as the decision is made. Parents will be notified by voicemail and email. 
Announcements may be posted on our Facebook page and on our school website. Take care and stay 
healthy! 
 
218-663-0170 ext. 26 Community Service 

jessica.klemmerbgcs@gmail.com  
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