
 

   
  
  
  
  

 
 

Birch Grove Community School 
& Community Service 

Newsletter 
 

March 18, 2021 
 

Dates to Remember:   
Monday-Friday March 22-26 Spring Break – No School 

Thursday, April 1 Pre-school Screening 
Monday, April 5 No School 

Tuesday, April 13 Reading MCA Testing for 2nd-5th 
Wednesday, April 14 Math MCA Testing for 2nd-5th 

Thursday, April 15 Science MCA Testing for 5th Grade 
 

Mission Statement: 
Birch Grove Community School will promote academic excellence utilizing our unique natural setting allowing 

students to reach their potential, preparing them to become socially and environmentally responsible, 
self-directed, lifelong learners. 

  
 
From Ms. Diane Blanchette:  
Director, Birch Grove Community School 
Lead Coordinator, Birch Grove Community Service 
 
Just announced! Birch Grove Community School earned a 5-year contract renewal, the maximum 
allowed, from its school authorizer Volunteers of America MN. Go Birch Grove! 
 

• Minnesota Statute § 124E.10, Subd.3 requires an authorizer to conduct a formal evaluation and 

report on the performance of a charter school before a charter school's contract is renewed for 

another contract term.  Per state law, Volunteers of America-Minnesota (VOA-MN) regularly 

monitors and evaluates the performance of the school.  VOA-MN views contract renewal as an 

on-going process that is engaged in by the Board of Directors, school leadership, and the 

authorizer throughout the entire life of the school’s contract with its authorizer.  Using the 

results of ongoing site school site visit reports, performance on the VOA-MN Annual Reports 

on Governance, Finance, and Academics, board meetings monitored, as well as the evaluation 

and observations from the end-of-term site visit, VOA-MN determines whether to renew its 



 

contract with the charter school and if so, for what length of time.  Contracts can be renewed 

for up to five years.   

 
A good portion of conferences have been completed. PLEASE be sure that you have yours – we strive 
for 100% participation from all of our families. Please help us make this goal! 
 
Thank you to all of the staff and families that have postponed spring break vacations, adapted 
vacation plans to be COVID conscious, or have chosen the 14-day quarantine for their child upon 
return from vacation. BGCS purposely did not implement a two-week stint of distance learning after 
this break as we did with the winter break, as we trust that our families want us to stay in school and 
have made spring break COVID-choices that are good for all of our students and staff. Thank you for 
helping us to stay in school! Enjoy the break! 
 
We have been working hard to gear up for the (required) MCA’s in April (see dates above). All 2nd-5th 
grade will take the reading and math tests, and 5th graders only will take the science test. Please 
thank your child for all of the hard work done so far! We will be hitting it hard again upon our return 
to school. 
 
PLEASE! Have your child read over the break. We will be out of school for 9 consecutive days until 
our return on Monday, March 29. Remember to log reading time (and turn in sheets) so that your 
child can earn tickets for our year end Tickets To Treasure drawing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us:   
birchgrove@boreal.org ~ Birch Grove Community School Email 
bgcommunityservice@boreal.org ~ Community Service Email 

218-663-0170 ~ School Phone 
218-663-0170 ext. 26 Community Service Phone 

Website: www.birchgroveschool.com  
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From Ms. Sheryl Martinson 
Saplings Teacher, Birch Grove Community Service  
 
It has been a fun and busy week in the Sapling classroom. We used a Dr. Seuss theme as a good 
excuse to mix up our wardrobe. On Monday, everyone wore green, as in “green eggs and ham. 
Tuesday was stripes and polka dots, Wednesday was wacky sock day, and we ended the week with a 
pajama day. The children are already familiar with many Dr. Seuss books. Nevertheless, they are a 
great vehicle to reinforce rhyming and also to introduce opposites. 
 
We are both happy and sad to see the snow diminish in our backyard. Open ground has appeared 
and the temptation to dig and play in the mud is pretty strong. I try not to let it get too crazy, but you 
can pretty much plan on some wet and muddy outdoor clothes for a while. 
 
It was nice to meet with many Sapling parents for conferences this past week. It is fun to trade stories 
of the children’s escapades and give updates as to how the children are progressing in class. Thank 
you for taking time to come in or call. And thank you especially for all you do at home to reinforce 
skills and to keep your child on track for learning. We have had a great year together and I’m looking 
forward to much continued progress for the remaining two months. 
 
218-663-0170 ext. 21  
sheryl.martinsonbgcs@gmail.com 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
From Ms. Sara Knottski  
K & 1 Grade Elementary Teacher 
 
 This week, Kindergarten learned about w and v. We are about done with kindergarten phonics. Be 
sure to reinforce the alphabet at home. The first graders learned about cause and effect. We read a 
story about a boy who could not whistle therefore he could not call his dog. We are continuing to 
practice reading every day and utilizing new phonics in our writing. 
 
In math, the Kindergarteners are finishing a unit about addition, subtraction, math partners, and 3d 
shapes. 1st graders finished a unit about data and graphs. Our next unit will be about time, money, 
shapes, and measuring! This is my favorite!! 
 
It was nice to chat with everyone this week during conferences. Thanks for taking the time to chat! 
Remember to continue to have your child read to you, write, and practice math facts at home!! Log 
this work on tickets to treasure reading log to receive tickets! 
 
Have a spring break and be sure to read every day!!! 
 
218-663-0170 ext. 22  
sara.knottskibgcs@gmail.com 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
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From Ms. Sara Silence  
2nd & 3rd Grade Elementary Teacher 
 
Many of you have already seen a few things that we have been doing in class this week on the 
school’s Facebook page. Planning and scheduling met up and we ended up having a fun activity on 
each day this week. On Monday all our old work was returned, so we watched the new Disney 
movie Raya and the Last Dragon. Tuesday we brought our stuffed animals we were going to bring 
for the movie, but I didn’t want to make them wait one more day for the movie. We snuggled with 
them all day on our desks, and the animals were on their best behavior all day. We had a spot set up 

for animals to take a break if needed, but none needed to! They were all excited to be with us. 😊 
We also did some flashlight writing, and made constellations on our desks with our flashlights. Fun 
fact: if there is more than one lightbulb in a flashlight, it repeats the image like a kaleidoscope. 
 
Wednesday we did some math warm up and time lines with shaving cream, a messy but fun way to 
practice what we need. We also used our BINGO time to look at some of the tools that are available to 
us when we are working. Hopefully this review and discovery will help us get in the habit of writing 
the work down when doing math. 
 
Thursday has the potential to be the most memorable day, as we have our moon science lesson—with 
Oreo’s. Honestly, it’s not my fault that the best way to teach kids in through active learning and the 
inside of an Oreo looks like a full moon! I’ll let you know next week how it goes, and if we remember 
anything besides the Oreo. 
 
Two last quick notes: 
We are currently in a Prodigy Tournament, so any time playing adds to our groups score. We are 
competing against other schools, and the other math group in class. A fun way to spice up Prodigy 
time. 
 
When we return from break it will be “Bunny Week.” You’ll hear lots about it, but you don’t need to 
do anything. Each year our focus and learning revolves around the class mascot Chubs, with a few 
other visitors. It’s an exciting time of bunny reading, math, and experiments---with no bunnies 
harmed of course! 
 
218-663-0170 ext. 26 
sara.silencebgcs@gmail.com  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
From Ms. Heidi Milner  
4th & 5th Grade Elementary Teacher 
 
4/5th grade has been filling every moment up to spring break with learning! We have started our 
new literature circle books, with students choosing from a range of novels including The Princess 
Academy, The One and Only Ivan, Because of Winn-Dixie, Runaway Ralph, and The Chronicles of 
Narnia: The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe. Students are working on critically thinking about 
their reading by documenting about plot and characters on graphic organizers while they read, 
talking in groups to summarize, and gearing up to complete a project at the end of their book. These 
projects range from creating a vacation or birthday party for the main character, writing themselves 
into the story, creating a diary from the perspective of a different character in the story, or making a 

mailto:sara.silencebgcs@gmail.com


 

comic book for the story. Students are enjoying reading a chapter book of their choice and thinking 
critically about what they read.  
 
We also worked to finish our non-fiction stories this week! We worked hard to summarize all the text 
and graphic features of books, such as a table of contents, glossary, index, bold words, photos and 
captions, diagrams, charts, and heading, by using these features to create our own book on a topic we 
know well. Students were thrilled to print their books in color and share them with others. Be sure to 
check these out when they come home!  
 
In math, students have continued to learn about geometry and measurement. We worked to define 
all the components used in geometry, such as lines, line segments, rays, the various types of angles, 
and parallel and perpendicular lines. We have been using a lot of "math talk" this week to practice 
describing things in the right terms. We also worked to measure angles using protractors, compose 
(add) and decompose (subtract) angles, and measure angles in circles. Next, fifth graders worked to 
find the volume of rectangular prisms and cubes. We extended this learning to finding the volume of 
composite solid figures, which required students to take what they know about shapes and apply this 
knowledge in new ways.  
 
Art class has been extra fun and creative this week. We finished our first set of art projects from the 
Grand Marais Art Colony, which was a watercolor painting of the northern lights. Students enjoyed 
learning new painting techniques, including wet on wet watercolor painting and wet on dry 
watercolor painting. The finished projects turned out great! We are looking forward to the next two 
art projects from the art colony! 
 
Thank you to all parents for attending parent teacher conferences this week! It was wonderful to 
check in with everyone. Please, as always, if you have any questions or concerns feel free to reach out 
via email or phone at any time. Have a wonderful and safe spring break! 
 

218-663-0170 ext. 23  

heidi.milnerbgcs@gmail.com  
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