
 

   
  
  
  
  

 
 

Birch Grove Community School 
& Community Service 

Newsletter 
 

December 5, 2019 
 

Dates to Remember:   
Tuesday, December 10 Community Lunch at 12:00 

Wednesday, December 11 Hearing & Vision Screening-Sawtooth Mountain Clinic 
Tuesday, December 10 Holiday Scholastic Book Fair Opens (in the school library) 

Monday, December 16 School Board Meeting at 5:30 
Tuesday, December 17 Winter Musical at 1:00 & 6:00 

Friday, December 20-January 1 No School, Winter Break 
 

Mission Statement: 
Birch Grove Community School will promote academic excellence utilizing our unique natural setting allowing 

students to reach their potential, preparing them to become socially and environmentally responsible, 
self-directed, lifelong learners. 

 
  

From Ms. Diane Blanchette:  
Director, Birch Grove Community School 
Lead Coordinator, Birch Grove Community Service 
 
We hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving break. We are happy to be back and look forward to a 
very busy December.  
 
Dental checks (and fluoride treatments for those that returned the permission slip) were conducted 
Monday of this week. It didn’t take long at all to see everyone from Saplings to 5th grade. All children 
got to take home a toothbrush pack. Keep brushing! 
 
Our annual winter musical is on Tuesday, December 17 at 1:00 and at 6:00. Ms. Penning, our new 
para and retired music teacher, will be leading the musical Christmas at the O.K. Corral. As always, the 
older students will have a bigger part than the younger students, but all will play a part. Costume 
props will be provided, however, if your child has cowboy boots or a cowboy hat from home that 
they would like to wear, that will be just fine. We do have kid cowboy hats that we will provide. If 



 

your child wants to really do it up and dress completely western, that will work as well (unless they 
have a part such as Santa – they know who they are).   
 
Julie Aldinger, the school cook, bakes cookies to share at the end of the evening musical performance. 
If you would like to bring goodies to share as well, please put them in the kitchen the day/evening of 
the performance. Thank you! 
 
The Holiday Scholastic Book Fair will be open on Tuesday, December 10, the same day as 
Community Lunch. You can visit the fair before/after Community Lunch, before/after the musical 
performances on Tuesday, December 17 (performances at 1:00 & 6:00), and every day during the 
school day until the 18th. If you can’t make it any of these times, let me know and I can arrange a 
special time for you to check it out. If you know that you are going to purchase books for your child, 
you may want to bring a bag that is not see through so that you can get them out of the building 

without them seeing what is inside.       
 
 Books make great gifts for children! Birch Grove receives scholastic dollars in return for real dollars 
that are spent at the fair. We use the Scholastic dollars to purchase books for our school library and 
we give a book per child as a holiday gift before the winter break. Keep your children reading! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us!   

birchgrove@boreal.org ~ Birch Grove Community School Email 
bgcommunityservice@boreal.org ~ Community Service Email 

218-663-0170 ~ School Phone 
218-663-0170 ext. 26 Community Service Phone 

 
Website 

www.birchgroveschool.com  

 
 
 

 
 

Look for: 
Birch Grove Community School and Community Service #4145 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
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From Ms. Sheryl Martinson 
Saplings Teacher, Birch Grove Community Service  
The Saplings Room 
 

The Christmas season has officially begun in the Sapling classroom! Our theme this week has been 

Christmas trees. Each day we have worked a little more on setting up our classroom tree. The 

children made a couple ornaments. They painted, drew and constructed different versions of 

Christmas trees. We took advantage of the fact that the shape of a Christmas tree is close to a triangle 

and did some work with shapes. Along the same line, our letter of the week was O – which is a circle. 

Triangles, circles, and a few other basic shapes were all part of our lesson plans. 

 

We have also begun practicing for our small part of the Christmas program. We will have a couple 

poems and songs ready to present on the 17th. I hope you will be there to hear it! 

 

I have been missing Grandpa Lyle, and I was wondering if there is anyone out there that would like 

to come in and read a book to the Saplings. Maybe you have a favorite preschool appropriate book to 

share or maybe you would like me to suggest one. Either way it is very fun and good for the children 

to hear books from members of the community. Please let me know if this is something that interests 

you. 

 
218-663-0170 ext. 21  
sheryl.martinsonbgcs@gmail.com  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
From Ms. Sara Knottski  
K & 1 Elementary Teacher 
 
 It is a busy time of the year! The students are practicing hard to get ready for the musical and are 
working hard in the classroom.  
 
In Kindergarten, we learned about the letter sound P. We talked about pigs, pizza, pickles, and 
pandas! In math, we explored with partners of 4, 5, and 6, and +1 and -1 patterns. 
 
In first grade, we read a folktale. We talked about the moral of the story and how most folktales have 
a lesson to be learned. In math, we are finishing up a unit about missing parts in equations.  
 
Make sure that students bring enough layers to wear during recess. Students should bring things 
such as sweaters, thick waterproof gloves, and scarves or neck warmers in addition to hats, snow 
pants, boots, and jackets. 
 
218-663-0170 ext. 22  
sara.knottskibgcs@gmail.com 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
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From Ms. Sara Silence  
2nd & 3rd Grade Elementary Teacher 
 
Pine Martens have enjoyed "diving in" to marine life this week. We looked at ocean life in science and 
all our reading books. We even were able to have some "pet" jellyfish for the week. We also took a 
look at the symmetry of jellyfish and practiced some symmetrical drawing. Fun fact about jellyfish: 
the arctic lion mane's jellyfish can grow as long as a blue whale! 
 
We continue to work hard on borrowing in second grade and the third graders have returned to 
multiplication after a little break. They were excited to find out that they only had 9 more 
multiplication facts to learn, which means they have learned 81 already this year! We will continue to 
work on their fluency so we can say them super fast.  
 
Lastly, we kicked off our unit for history and began taking a look at life 200 years ago. There is now a 
timeline in our classroom that we are adding bits of history to. We started with the year we were 
born and noticed how far back 200 years is from when we were born. 
 
218-663-0170 ext. 26 
sara.silencebgcs@gmail.com  

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
From Ms. Heidi Milner  
4th & 5th Grade Elementary Teacher 
 
We've had another busy week in 4/5th grade! Our literature units have continued, with 5th grade 
studying the American Revolution and 4th grade learning about extreme weather. We've been 
working hard to understand topics such as sequence of events and how to draw conclusions based on 
what we read. We've been practicing these skills along with our fluency, helping us to be strong 
readers.  
 
In math, 4th grade has started learning concepts of algebraic notation, such as substituting a letter for 
a number value and solving those problems. 5th grade has been reviewing long division and 
multiplication strategies and is starting to apply those strategies to more complex problems. 
 
In social studies, our class has been studying Native American culture by talking about Indigenous 
Knowledge. We've been following the videos created by Isaac Murdoch, a member of the Serpent 
River First Nation in Canada, and connecting his stories and thoughts to those of our own. 
Through these studies, we've looked at our ecological footprint and started to critically think about 
how we can live a life that is better connected to the earth.  
 
4/5th grade has been working hard getting ready for the musical. We are working on practicing our 
lines off script and remembering our places on stage. We've started talking about costumes, so please 
talk to your student about what colors or patterns they should try to wear for our musical 
performances. We're very excited about the upcoming performances! 
 

218-663-0170 ext. 23  

mailto:sara.silencebgcs@gmail.com


 

heidi.milnerbgcs@gmail.com  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
From Ms. Klemmer 
Coordinator, Birch Grove Community Service 
 
With so many new families joining our Saplings program I want to put out a reminder that if there is 
no school, there is no Saplings. Saplings will be closed over the winter break from Friday, December 
20 – January 1. The Saplings program resumes on Thursday, January 2. 
 
 
218-663-0170 ext. 26 Community Service 

jessica.klemmerbgcs@gmail.com  
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