
 

   
  
  
  
  

 
 

Birch Grove Community School 
& Community Service 

Newsletter 
 

April 2, 2020 
 

Dates to Remember:   
Friday, April 10 No School 

Monday, April 13 No School 
Monday, April 20 School Board Meeting at 5:30* 

 *Some members will be attending by phone due to health pandemic (statute 13D.021) 
 

 
Mission Statement: 

Birch Grove Community School will promote academic excellence utilizing our unique natural setting allowing 
students to reach their potential, preparing them to become socially and environmentally responsible, 

self-directed, lifelong learners. 
 

 
  

From Ms. Diane Blanchette:  
Director, Birch Grove Community School 
Lead Coordinator, Birch Grove Community Service 
 
We hope that everyone had a great spring break last week! This week is our first week of distance 
learning that will continue through the month of April (and it may well go to the end of the school 
year).  
 
Distance Learning: 
This new method of learning is unprecedented, and may be challenging for teachers, students and 
families. It is not meant to take place of the normal on-site school day (your child should not be 
doing work from 8:00-3:15). We have only 4 days of distance learning under our belt as of today, and 
teachers have already made changes, and will continue to make changes, as we expected. 
 
I spoke with some families by phone today and have had email contact with others. Some families are 
really enjoying various aspects of distance learning (my child really likes sending voice recordings to 



 

his/her teacher, my child can’t get enough of Prodigy, my child enjoys seeing/sending 
messages/reading messages from classmates/teacher, my child likes checking off her work list, my 
child likes the art/painting options). Some families are experiencing challenges (we can’t figure out 
Thinkcentral, my child is only getting some of the daily work completed, my child is not able to focus 
for face to face sessions, Kahn academy won’t save my work, I can’t get on to a session, I don’t know 
where to find assignments). This is to be expected the first week, and maybe even the second. It 
should get easier as we go along. 
 
Students are now at home with other younger or older siblings, some parents are now employed at 
home and are trying to work, pets are happily running around the house because everyone is home 
(barking can be heard in the background of many recordings!), there is new technology that everyone 
is trying to understand, and oh look, something shiny!-students are trying to stay focused on a group 

lesson (look at what Joey is doing)! 😊 Your household and experience may not be exactly like this, 
but there is no doubt that there have been some changes. It’s okay! Every family is experiencing 
change and we understand that. 
 
I had a meeting today with the classroom teachers and special ed teacher. As a whole, I believe that 
we agreed to scale back a bit for the time being (we can always increase assignments/activities as 
families and students become used to distance learning). You will now find that some 
assignments/activities are optional. If your child has completed reading and math work, and they 
want to do more, or you think they should do more, they can move on to the optional activities. If 
they are at their limit, skip the optional activities (maybe they will be ready to do this another day). 
Your child’s days are now completely different than what they have been and it will take time to 
adjust. 
 
Reading and Math are the top priorities – please keep your face to face schedules with your 
teachers! Some classroom will be changing their face to face time with students. Some students may 
meet in small groups, some may meet one to one, and sometimes a whole class may meet, or it may 
be a combination of these. Please keep the meetings with the teachers.  
 
Just do your best! If your child is only able to keep the teacher meetings and do the assignment 
immediately after, that will work for now. Try and build up their stamina for distance learning, but 
don’t overdo it. Also, please realize that there are some activities that your child should be able to do 
on their own without your help! It is okay to let them struggle a bit before you support them. You 
may find that they actually can do it without your help. Also, it is okay to break up your child’s day – 
try doing an assignment at night if that works for your family.  
 
We will continue to monitor how each student is doing. Things will change. If you need help, contact 
your child’s teacher. We are willing to work with each family and make changes that will work for 
you. Stay positive! Make sure to get your child outside and get some exercise and fresh air – it will 

sometimes do wonders! 😊 
 
 
 
 
 



 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us!   
birchgrove@boreal.org ~ Birch Grove Community School Email 
bgcommunityservice@boreal.org ~ Community Service Email 

218-663-0170 ~ School Phone 
218-663-0170 ext. 26 Community Service Phone 

 
Website 

www.birchgroveschool.com  

 
 
 

 
 

Look for: 
Birch Grove Community School and Community Service #4145 

 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 
From Ms. Sheryl Martinson 
Saplings Teacher, Birch Grove Community Service 
  
The Saplings Program is temporarily closed until further notice. Please enjoy your time at home with 
your children! We will notify you when/if the program will open up again before the end of the 
school year.  
 
218-663-0170 ext. 21  
sheryl.martinsonbgcs@gmail.com 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
From Ms. Sara Knottski  
K & 1 Grade Elementary Teacher 
 
Thank you to everyone for working online with me this week! Everyone is doing a great job helping 

our kids with distance learning! Keep up the great work!  

 

As we move forward, please remember our online resources for independent based learning such as 

Raz Kids, Thinkcentral, Prodigy, and extras activities I post each day. These are great resources to 

help our students work independently.  

 

Every day, I will post a science, social studies, art, movement, or music activity that is intended for 

the afternoon time. I will either put required or optional on the title of the activities. I want to make 

sure that you have enough stuff to do throughout the day but also make sure that you are not too 

overwhelmed with distance learning.  

 

http://www.birchgroveschool.com/
mailto:birchgrove@boreal.org
mailto:bgcommunityservice@boreal.org
http://www.birchgroveschool.com/
mailto:sheryl.martinsonbgcs@gmail.com


 

As always, please continue to email or call me with any questions!  

 

Thanks again for your hard work! Everyone is doing a great job! 

 
218-663-0170 ext. 22  
sara.knottskibgcs@gmail.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
From Ms. Sara Silence  
2nd & 3rd Grade Elementary Teacher 
 
Our first official week of distance learning is nearly complete. I'm sure it has been a struggle for all of 
us, no matter how we are connected to the current situation. The Pine Martens are counting down the 
days until the end of school. After school Friday, there will be 36 days remaining.  
 
This week I continued to meet with students in small groups. We learned that this is too much time, 
and although we like to be together, it's harder to get things done from far away. Next week we will 
transition to one on one meetings with Mrs. Silence for about 30 minutes each day. A few small 
groups will continue to meet. Details will be sent to families shortly.  
 
As always, I am open to feedback and suggestions. This is something that none of us have ever done 
before. The most importance things right now are to be reading and practicing math each day. 
Anything else is extra and meant to be fun. If works becomes hard, stressful, or time consuming it is 
time to stop, take a break, or ask for help. 
 
 
218-663-0170 ext. 26 
sara.silencebgcs@gmail.com  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
From Ms. Heidi Milner  
4th & 5th Grade Elementary Teacher 
 
4/5 has been working hard at our distance learning. We’ve had some challenges and also some really 
great moments. We’ve been problem solving with our math. Kids have been resilient with practicing 
long division on online platforms. Khan academy has given us some great division and 
multiplication word problems—questions with characters from Harry Potter and questions about 
zombies. We’ve worked hard to keep practicing our long division skills.  
 
In reading we’ve been working to keep up with our journal articles. This week we read about 
Amphibians that are being threatened with extinction. We made some great connections to science 
and did a great job identifying the main idea and supporting details in the text. For writing, we used 
our main idea and details graphic organizer from reading to help us work through our ideas. We 
wrote as a group about our experiences with social distancing, talked through our emotions, and 
brainstormed a list of positive activities we could do to help let go of stress.  
 

mailto:sara.knottskibgcs@gmail.com
mailto:sara.silencebgcs@gmail.com


 

Starting next week, 4/5 will have some optional enrichment activities online that they can do to 
extend their learning. There will be several projects students can choose to do if they are bored, need 
a challenge, or feel like getting creative!  
 
Thank you so much to parents and loved ones for the communication, letting me know how things 
are going. It’s been a struggle at times, but it’s also been very rewarding. Students are doing a great 
job and are practicing excellent critical thinking skills each day when they do their school work.  
 
Thanks so much for the support!  
 

218-663-0170 ext. 23  

heidi.milnerbgcs@gmail.com  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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