
 

   
  
  
  
  

 
 

Birch Grove Community School 
& Community Service 

Newsletter 
 

April 1, 2021 
 

Dates to Remember:   
Thursday, April 1 Pre-school Screening 

Monday, April 5 No School 
Tuesday, April 13 Reading MCA Testing for 3rd -5th 
Wednesday, April 14 Math MCA Testing for 3rd -5th 

Thursday, April 15 Science MCA Testing for 5th Grade 
 

Mission Statement: 
Birch Grove Community School will promote academic excellence utilizing our unique natural setting allowing 

students to reach their potential, preparing them to become socially and environmentally responsible, 
self-directed, lifelong learners. 

  
 
From Ms. Diane Blanchette:  
Director, Birch Grove Community School 
Lead Coordinator, Birch Grove Community Service 
 
There is no school, Saplings, or Tier 1 on Monday, April 5.  
 
The pre-school screening planned for today was canceled. We will let you know on what day it will 
be rescheduled as soon as we find out.  
 
We have now competed conferences with 100% participation from families. Thank you so much! 
 
The MCA (Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments) will be conducted on Tuesday, April 13 
(Reading 3rd-5th grade), Wednesday, April 14 (Math 3rd-5th grade), and Thursday, April 15 (Science 5th 
grade only). PLEASE be sure that if your child(ren) is/are testing that they get EXTRA sleep the night 
before a testing day. Breakfast will be offered to testing students each morning as we want to make 
sure that they are not hungry and have a full belly to be ready to test. Snacks will also be offered each 
day. We will have a short “pep rally” for testing students as well! Please encourage your child to take 



 

 
Easter Bunny Drive-By & Photo Op in Grand Marais 

Saturday, April 3 from 10:00 to Noon 
420 1st West Ave. Grand Marais 

 
Happy Easter! 
 
•Please don’t block the apron so those who are 
choosing a drive by sighting have that chance 
•Staging will be set up for photos 
•My teen volunteered to take photos so families have 
the opportunity for family shots. He will not be 
handling other people’s cameras or phones  
•Photos will be uploaded onto Facebook as a public 
album 

their time during this test and to do their best work – this is an opportunity for them to show off their 
big brains! 
 
Birch Grove Community School and Campsite Kids make an article in the Mpls.St.Paul Magazine! 
BGCS was lucky to have such a great family join us this year. To read about their journey, click on the 
link below for this enjoyable article:  
 
https://mspmag.com/arts-and-culture/city-
folk/?fbclid=IwAR18Z2gWORO_W_xz4zcxnH0L5FriFNgmnr7eRXcZg6SCKF_VA_MIpS2B1Pg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Picture from the Mpls.St.Paul Magazine article. 
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If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us:   

birchgrove@boreal.org ~ Birch Grove Community School Email 
bgcommunityservice@boreal.org ~ Community Service Email 

218-663-0170 ~ School Phone 
218-663-0170 ext. 26 Community Service Phone 

Website: www.birchgroveschool.com  
 
 
 

Birch Grove Community School and Community Service #4145 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
 

From Ms. Sheryl Martinson 
Saplings Teacher, Birch Grove Community Service  
 
The Saplings have had a fun week learning about the fierce, yet fun topic of dinosaurs. They acted 
like dinosaurs and created a couple dinosaur crafts. One day centered on dinosaur eggs and the 
children had oatmeal with surprise “dinosaur eggs” in it. Another day centered on dinosaur fossils 
and after trying out some new words like paleontologist, the children attempted excavating chocolate 
chips from cookies. We finished up the week with a conversation about herbivores vs carnivores and 
an “exploding” volcano.  
 
Thank you, parents, for taking time to come in or call for conferences. I enjoyed sharing stories with 
you and providing an update on your child’s progress. All the children are chugging along, enjoying 
their days with peers, and progressing academically, socially and physically. This is fun group of 
children and I count it a privilege to spend my days with them. 
 
218-663-0170 ext. 21  
sheryl.martinsonbgcs@gmail.com 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
From Ms. Sara Knottski  
K & 1 Grade Elementary Teacher 
 
March has truly gone by quickly. We have been busy learning about where we live, graphs, and time. 
Spring has sprung and we will be learning about growing things in April! 
 
The first graders are reviewing time this week in math. The kindergarteners finished a unit about 
addition, subtraction, and shapes! In language arts, we discussed sequence of events and cause and 
effect. Kindergarten reviewed the alphabet and 1st grade reviewed blends and vowel sounds. 
 
We only have a few weeks left until we take our spring MAP tests. Please continue to reinforce and 
practice math and reading skills at home. Make sure to continue to read for 20 minutes every day. 
Every student can read out loud to you if the right book is chosen. Make sure to be logging this time 

http://www.birchgroveschool.com/
mailto:birchgrove@boreal.org
mailto:bgcommunityservice@boreal.org
http://www.birchgroveschool.com/
mailto:sheryl.martinsonbgcs@gmail.com


 

spent in the reading/math log for tickets to treasure. The students can earn prizes at the end of the 
year with their tickets. 
 
218-663-0170 ext. 22  
sara.knottskibgcs@gmail.com 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
From Ms. Sara Silence  
2nd & 3rd Grade Elementary Teacher 
 
This week was the long-awaited bunny week. A time when the focus of the whole week is about our 
class mascot Chubs and his species. His brother named Brownie was a class visitor all week. Three 
years ago, the Pine Marten class voted to name a ball of bunny fluff no bigger than a pop can. After a 
week-long voting and graphing process, he was deemed "Brownie." Those older kids got to stop by 
and see Brownie all grown up this week.  
 
Current Pine Marten's focused on measuring and graphing this week in math as we graphed 
opinions about bunnies and the favorite foods of bunnies. Did you know they don't all prefer carrots? 
We also measured how long and how far bunnies and humans can jump – the longest bunny jump 
 9 ft 9 in, longest class jump by Lucas at about 6 ft. 3 in! Next week we will continue to focus on 
graphing and problem solving.  
 
In reading we focused on finding information from an informational text and writing that 
information in paragraph form to share. Almost all of the class is done recording their piggy stories 
and those videos will be posted to share with all of you soon. A reminder that Friday meetings have 
changed. First meetings will be the same, but the second one may have changed times. Parents 
should check their email to confirm what time their child's second meeting time is. The changes are to 
focus on enrichment and support groups as we prepare students for end-of-the-year testing and 
entering the next grade level.  
 
I was able to sneak in several rounds of math and language arts tests without the students even 
noticing as we did them with fun games and of course the focus of bunnies. Make sure you ask your 
students to share with you some of the fun facts they learned about bunnies this week. The most 
surprising one they found this week was how long a bunny tail is! 
 
218-663-0170 ext. 26 
sara.silencebgcs@gmail.com  

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
From Ms. Heidi Milner  
4th & 5th Grade Elementary Teacher 
 
4/5th grade is back in the swing of things after spring break! We quickly picked up where we left off 
in math, working through classifying quadrilaterals, triangles, and polygons. Students also reviewed 
types of angles and lines with a couple of fun games. Students are working hard and getting ready 
for our upcoming standardized tests.  
 

mailto:sara.knottskibgcs@gmail.com
mailto:sara.silencebgcs@gmail.com


 

In reading, students in fourth grade read a play about two girls who go to camp and become friends 
by working together to win the camp trophy. We talked a lot about plot and characterization with the 
story, working hard to compare and contrast the two main characters. We also read the fairytale "The 
Princess and the Pea" and we applied our knowledge of figurative language to identify how 
hyperboles, similes, and metaphors made the reading more interesting. In fifth grade, we read about 
the author Jerry Spenelli and how he became a writer. We worked hard to understand cause and 
effect as it applies to this author's life. We also read a set of poetry about sports, working to read with 
fluency and understand rhyme and line breaks.  
 
Students also started a new writing project, working to synthesize information, organize, and plan an 
informational essay. Fourth grade is working on writing an essay using a cause and effect structure to 
explain how a meteor impacted life on earth during the time of dinosaurs. In fifth grade, students are 
working on writing an essay comparing and contrasting the early and later life of York, Clark's slave 
who accompanied Lewis and Clark's expedition west. Both groups did a great job summarizing 
information and finding the main idea in each supporting reading. Next week we will start planning 
and writing our informational essays on these topics.   
 
In science, we began learning about animal adaptations. This week, we focused on external 
adaptations, such as spines, scales, and fur, that help an animal to survive. We summarized our 
learning = by inventing our own crazy creatures using the various adaptations we've been learning 
about. We learned a lot and had a lot of fun! 
 
Finally, students were excited to start our paint by numbers project this week. We are working to 
take our time and practice the art styles of Monet and Van Gogh in our own works. Students are 
recreating famous artworks by these artists, including Monet's Water Lilies and Japanese Bridge 
paintings, and Van Gogh's Irises and Starry Night paintings. It's been a relaxing activity that is also 
completing summarizing our study of these two artists.  
 
Parents and loved ones, please be sure to read every night and document the minutes read on a 
Tickets to Treasure reading log! If you need a new reading log, just let me know! As always, if you 
have any questions or concerns don't hesitate to reach out by phone or email. 
 

218-663-0170 ext. 23  

heidi.milnerbgcs@gmail.com  
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