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Course Syllabus – English 12 – QCHS (2014-2015) 
 

Course:   English 12 
Teacher:   Mrs. Brimhall– Room A 113 
Telephone:   (480) 987-5900 ext. 4606 
Email:    jbrimhall@qcusd.org  
Tutoring Hours:  Tues./Thurs.: 2:15 – 3:00; by appointment 

            

MATERIALS 

Students are expected to bring the following materials to class daily: 

1. Assigned novel- purchased or borrowed 
2. A supply of writing utensils and paper 
3. Two (2) - 1 inch binders with seven division tabs (there is room to store them in the classroom) 
4. Composition Journal 
5. Post it Notes 
6. Ream of copy paper (for annotation purposes)  
7. 30 sheet protectors 

 
Textbook: The Language of Literature. Evanston, IL: McDougal Littell, 2004. 
 
Novels: During the school year each student will be required to complete a group novel study project where the group will choose from 
a list of novels. In addition, the following novels must be attained by the student and will be read (in this order):  Divergent, Thirteen 
Reasons Why, The Maze Runner, Alice in Wonderland. It is highly encouraged that parents read these novels before the study begins 

so any concerns can be addressed prior the students reading them.  Additionally, there will be a presentation of these novels at a Site 
Council meeting TBD during first quarter. The student will work independently and in groups to meet the State Standard mandated 
skills. 
 
Reflective Scrapbook Project:   During the year, there will be independent assignments that will ultimately be compiled into a 
reflective scrapbook, which functions as a literature portrait of each student’s journey and growth throughout the year; therefore, each 
student will be held personally responsible to keep copies of ALL of their scrapbook assignments throughout the year.  

 

 
COURSE OBJECTIVES/COMPETENCIES 

This course focuses on informational text, analysis of poetry, prose, short stories, and novels, with the primary objective being the 

students’ personal connections to each piece of literature and text, ultimately leading to a better understanding of who they are in 

relation to the world. The curriculum for this course is specifically designed to meet the requirements and guidelines set forth in the 

Arizona College and Career Ready Standards to prepare students to meet 12th grade English standards and to better prepare them for 

life outside of the high school environment. Individual participation is essential.  A comprehensive final is administered at the end of 

each semester. 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

English 12 builds on all previous years’ objectives, expanding and developing skills in critical analysis, vocabulary development, oral 

communication, written expression, and the proper use of formal literary elements. Authors and works of literature are chosen in 

alignment with the QCHS senior curriculum, and works are at a reading and content level appropriate for 12th grade.  Writing 

assignments emphasize the successful development of personal style and expression, focusing on the Six Traits of writing.   

 
 
GRADING SYSTEM 

Grading:  Grades are based on an 80/20 grading scale. Students will receive eighty percent of their grade based on all classroom and 

homework assignments, and twenty percent of their grade based on all formal assessments which include: Galileo, mid-term and spring 

final exams, and all unit finals. Students’ grades are cumulative for the semester and will be posted on Synergy.  

 
Students 

Late work:  Late work is only accepted for up to 50% credit and must be turned in before the end of the unit. All other late 

work will NOT be accepted—please submit assignments through email when absences are unavoidable. Excused absences 

will follow the QCHS guidelines outlined in the Student Handbook.  Each student is responsible for all assignments on the 

date they are due regardless of absence between the assignment and due date.  
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If students miss a class period, it is their responsibility to obtain the assignments from Synergy or from me before or after school on the 

date of their return to class. They are never to interrupt the class to retrieve missing assignments. Students are expected to display a 

commitment to the class through their continual participation and quality of work. 

Requirements for Written Work: All major assignments must be typed and printed from the computer. Handwritten work will be 

rejected, though it may be submitted later for late credit. The grading system emphasizes written work, especially essays which involve 

all Six Traits of the writing process.  

Extra Credit: Extra credit opportunities will be offered only one time per quarter in one of two ways.  

 
1. A student may choose to contribute a supply item to the classroom e.g., hand sanitizer, Kleenex, markers, paper, etc. 

or 

2.  A student may complete an additional assignment from a unit of study, per the discretion of the teacher. 

When a student contributes a supply or completes the unit assignment, he/she is given one sheet of paper which includes four 

bathroom passes and two late assignment passes. If a student chooses to keep their passes rather than use them, they can 

turn them in at the end of each quarter for extra credit points. 

CITIZENSHIP/CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT  

Attendance: Full and active participation is essential for success in this course; therefore, regular attendance is required. The school 

policy will be strictly adhered to regarding unexcused late arrivals to class and unexcused absences.  If an absence is unavoidable, a 
copy of each day’s lesson will be posted on Synergy or a teacher-created website. Please note that lesson plans will change according 

to the progress of the class. Please familiarize yourselves with the QCHS Attendance and Audit Status Policies. 

ID Policy: Students must have their ID badges at all times while on the QCHS campus, including the classroom.  

Cheating of any fashion will NOT be tolerated. Any student found cheating or committing plagiarism will earn a “0” for the given 

assignment and will be given a formal referral. 

The Rules:  All QCHS rules will be followed (see handbook).  This class is first and foremost a learning environment; therefore, ANY 

disrespectful behavior toward the classroom, school personnel, or classmates will not be tolerated and will be punished according to the 

offense and according to the following procedures: 

1. 1st time – Teacher/Student discussion 
2. 2nd time – Student will be advised that parents will now become involved in the situation. 
3. 3rd time – Referral to administration 
4. Serious incident – Student is sent immediately to the office and will receive a written referral. 

 

Mrs. Brimhall’s Cell Phone Policy: 

While I realize that cell phones are a part of our everyday lives, they don’t belong in the classroom unless a student is 
checking the time or directed by me to use it to look something up. I will be giving “participation” points each day that will 
result in a weekly total that will be reflected in Synergy.  Participation points will be given for behavior such as actively 
participating in class, working well in groups, staying on task, not having “side” discussions while I am talking, not using 
cell phones, etc.  If students are checking their phones for messages, Facebook, Instagram, texting, playing games, etc., I 
will not call attention to the issue because that causes more time to be lost in class, I will simply make a note of it in class 
and then add the note to Synergy so students and parents have the ability to see why points have been lost. The loss of 
these points will NOT be discussed and these points MAY NOT be made up. Participation points will add up to 20% 
of each student’s overall grade and have the potential to drop the final grade up to one letter grade if they are lost through 
non-participation and the use of cell phones in class. Additionally, under no circumstances should students be charging 
their electronic devices in the classroom.   

 
Mrs. Brimhall’s Movie Policy: 

The viewing of a film in alignment with a work of literature or a particular unit of study is often necessary to further educate your student. 
All movies shown will consist of appropriate material and will be used in conjunction with the written work to which they pertain.  

The following movies will be shown and have a G, PG, or PG-13 rating.  

 A Knight’s Tale 

 Macbeth  

 Alice in Wonderland 

 Divergent 
 

Problems/Concerns:   With proper communication, almost any problem can be solved.  If parents or students have any 
questions, problems, or concerns throughout the year, there should be no hesitation in contacting me.  
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

I have read, understand, and will follow the classroom policies and procedures statement for Mrs. Brimhall’s English 
courses and agree to the novel and movie choices listed in the syllabus. I understand the consequences of my actions, 
should I choose not to comply with Mrs. Brimhall’s policies and procedures. I also know that if I have a problem or need 
additional assistance in order to ensure my success in this course, I will set up an appointment with Mrs. Brimhall. 

 
 

 
 
Printed Student Name ____________________________________________________     ___________ 
                  Date 
Student Signature      _____________________________________________________            
        
 
            
Parent/Guardian: Printed Name _____________________________________________     ___________ 
                                                      Date 

Parent/Guardian: Signature ________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________              _______________________________ 

Student email address                     Student cell phone number 

 

_______________________________________________              _______________________________    

Parent/guardian email address        Parent phone number (best) 

 

**I have read and understand the cell phone policy: 

 

________(student initials)  ________(parent initials) 


