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Course Syllabus  
 

Course:   AP Literature 
Teacher:   Mrs. Joanne Brimhall, Room A113 
Telephone:   (480) 987-5973  
Email:    jbrimhall@qcusd.org  
Tutoring Hours: Tuesdays & Wednesdays 2-pm, other times by appointment 
            
Welcome to AP Literature: In order to obtain the most conducive learning environment, I will use the following classroom and grading 
policies.  It is important that you read these policies in order for you to be successful in this class. 
 
Textbooks:  The Language of Literature. Evanston, IL: McDougal Littell, 2004. Longman Writer : rhetoric, reader, handbook, 5th ed., 
instructor's ed., Judith Nadell, Linda McMeniman, John Langan. 
 
Novels: During the school year each student will be required to analyze novels and short stories. Novel and or short story study 
projects are required throughout the year. The student will be allowed to choose one novel of literary merit for his/her personal novel 
analysis.  Most literature will be selected from the AP Literature reading list.  The following examples could include such novels and 
short stories:  Beowulf, Canterbury Tales, Sir Gwain, Billy Budd, “Good Country People,”  “The Yellow Wallpaper,” “Bartleby,” Macbeth, 
Crime and Punishment, Heart of Darkness, and various excerpts and poetry from different authors. Parents have the right to request 
that their child not read these specific novels PRIOR to the unit starting.  The teacher will work with the parent to decide on a mutually 
agreed-upon novel.  The student will work independently to meet the State Standard mandated skills. 
 
Senior Scrapbook Project:   During the year, there will be independent assignments that will ultimately be compiled into a reflective 
scrapbook, which functions as a literature portrait of each student’s journey and growth throughout the year; therefore, each student will 
be held personally responsible to keep copies of ALL of their scrapbook assignments throughout the year.  
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES/COMPETENCIES 
 

1. Critically read and annotate novels, short stories, poetry, and selected excerpts from various authors 
2. Analyze specific literary contexts, including theme, tone, figurative language, audience, and author, as well as the writing’s 

cultural and social implications. 
3. Organize writing to support a central idea through unity, coherence, and logical development appropriate to a specific writing 

context. 
4. Use appropriate conventions in writing, including consistent voice, tone, diction, grammar, and mechanics, 
5. Summarize, paraphrase and quote from sources to maintain academic integrity and to develop and support one’s own ideas. 
6. Use feedback obtained from peer review, instructor comments and/or other resources to revise writing. 
7. Assess one’s own writing strengths and identify strategies for improvement through instructor conference, portfolio review, 

written evaluation, and/or other methods. 
8. Generate, format, and edit writing using appropriate technologies. 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
AP Literature 12 Honors is a college-level class that will emphasize composition and literature with a focus on literary analysis that 

includes formal writing projects and timed writing.  All forms of writing are to demonstrate exemplary student knowledge of proper 

sentence, paragraph, and essay format.  This includes correct usage, transitions, spelling, and coherence of writing and ability to 

construct a complete sentence/thought.  In addition, there will be a focus on poetic/literary elements with emphasis on critical analysis 

of the written genre. 

Essays include but are not limited to: Narrative, Descriptive, Literary Analysis, Timed Literary Analysis, Comparison/Contrast, Cause-

Effect, Synthesis, and other Research topics. 

Additionally, this class is designed to introduce students to a full range of literature that is rich and substantial in content.  The goal of 

this course is to balance traditional interests, while developing critical concerns.  There will be a strong demand placed upon oral 

presentation/communication and vocabulary as well as regular homework assignments and research.  
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Grades: Students and parents are able to view up-to-date grades on Synergy. Students and parents must have their email address in 
Synergy.  I communicate weekly through Synergy and make announcements about projects, due dates, and reminders. You can also 
find class handouts on this site.  
 
Extra Credit:  I will offer extra credit opportunities for the entire class once every quarter. 
 
Plagiarism: Cheating of any fashion will NOT be tolerated. Any student found cheating or committing plagiarism will earn a “0” for the 
given assignment. Students who continually cheat or plagiarize may lose credit for the class. 
 
Mrs. Brimhall’s Classroom Policies (along with all school policies-see handbook):   

1. I will be respectful. 
2. I will participate. 
3. I will be positive. 
4. I will be honest. 
5. I will take responsibility for my actions and the consequences. 

 
Behavior Plan:  If your behavior is unbecoming of a mature young adult, the following will happen: 

1. verbal warning/conference with teacher 
2. notification of parent/guardian 
3. conference with parent/guardian 
4. written referral/administrative action 
5. Severe infractions result in immediate administrative action. 

 
Attendance:  Since full and active participation is essential for success in this course, regular attendance is required.  School Policy 
will be strictly adhered to regarding tardies and unexcused absences. 
 
Late Work/Absent Work:  I follow school policy regarding late work, so any late assignment can only receive up to 50% maximum. 
Absent work must be turned in for full credit according to the QCHS policy on absent work (you are allotted the number of days that you 
missed, plus one, to make up your work), otherwise it is late.  Any missing assignments (late or absent) in Synergy will show as 
missing/zero until made up by that student. 
 
Requirements for all Formal Essays: All major essay assignments must be typed and printed from the computer. Handwritten 

essays will be acceptable for timed writing assignments.  If there is an issue with printing and turning in the essay on time, students 

MUST email the paper the day it is due in order for it to count as on time. ***Any essay received past the assigned due date is 

subject to a 10% penalty per day up to 50%. 

Formal Projects/Essays:.Formal writing assignments or projects must be turned in the day they are due or emailed to me if you 
cannot get here.  Being absent does not excuse you from turning in the project or essay. I expect students to print their own 
paper/project. If there is an issue with printing and turning in the assignment (computer issues, illness, etc), they must email me the 
paper and bring me a printed copy within one day to count for full credit. All essays must be typed in proper format. 
 
Cell Phone Policy: 
While I realize that cell phones are a part of our everyday lives, they don’t belong in the classroom unless a student is 
checking the time or directed by me to use it to look something up. I will be giving “participation” points each day that will 
result in a weekly total that will be reflected in Synergy.  Participation points will be given for behavior such as actively 
participating in class, working well in groups, staying on task, not having “side” discussions while I am talking, not using 
cell phones, etc.  If students are checking their phones for messages, Facebook, Instagram, texting, playing games, etc., I 
will not call attention to the issue because that causes more time to be lost in class, I will simply make a note of it in class 
and then add the note to Synergy so students and parents have the ability to see why points have been lost. The loss of 
these points will NOT be discussed and these points MAY NOT be made up. Participation points will add up to 20% 
of each student’s overall grade and have the potential to drop the final grade up to one letter grade if they are lost through 
non-participation and the use of cell phones in class. Additionally, under no circumstances should students be charging 
their electronic devices in the classroom.   
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Student/Parent Response Form 
 

Please sign and return to Mrs. Brimhall 
 
Student Name: _________________________________ 
 
A note to parents/guardians: 
As with anything your student is involved in, this class benefits from parent involvement and participation.  I value your input. 
Your student benefits from your wisdom and life experience with each assignment, discussion, and reading we complete in 
this class.  Please choose to be involved in your student’s successes and defeats, without enabling procrastination or a lack 
of accountability. 
 
Students: 
By signing below, you agree that you have read and understand the classroom policies and procedures statement for Mrs. 
Brimhall’s AP Literature 12 Honors class. You understand the consequences of your actions, should you choose not to 
comply with Mrs. Brimhall’s policies and procedures. You also know that if you have a problem or need additional 
assistance in order to ensure your success in this course, you will set up an appointment with Mrs. Brimhall.  
 
Parents: Please complete the following prior to signing and having your student turn this in 
 
Parent Name(s) ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent phone number: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Parent email address: ______________________________________________________ 
 
If I need to contact you regarding your student, do you prefer email or a direct phone call? (check one) 
 ____ Email 
 ____ Phone  
 
Anything I need to know about your student to help him/her be successful this year? 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________            _____________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature                    Date 
 
 
______________________________________________  ______________ 
Student Signature                               Date 
                  


