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Be positive, be proactive, be personable!.  

 
Mrs. Joanne Brimhall 
jbrimhall@qcusd.org 
480-987-5973 x 4606 

Room A113 
 
Welcome to Mrs. Brimhall’s AIMS 11/12 class.  In order to obtain the most conducive learning environment, I will use the following 
classroom and grading policies.  It is important that you read these policies in order for you to be successful in this class. 
 
The easiest way to contact me is via email; however, do not hesitate to call if you have a question.  I strive to keep my grades updated, 
solely as a tool for students and parents to be aware of student progression.   

 
Textbook/Workbook: Buckle Down AIMS, The Language of Literature, McDougall Littell, 2002, Supplemental Materials, McDougall Littell, 
various novels, short stories, poems, non-fiction articles. 
 
Attendance:  Since full and active participation is essential for success in this course, regular attendance is required.  School Policy will be 
strictly adhered to regarding tardies and unexcused absences. 
 
Course Objectives/Competencies:  The curriculum for this course aligns with the Arizona College and Career Ready Standards. The English 
Department at Queen Creek High School follows the requirements and guidelines set forth in the Arizona State Standards, which may be viewed 
on the Arizona Board of Education website, or you may request a copy of the standards from Queen Creek High School. A comprehensive final 
is administered at the end of each semester.  
 
Course Description:  Aims reading and writing classes are intended for juniors and seniors who have not passed the AIMS test in 
reading or writing. Students will learn reading strategies for comprehending, interpreting, and evaluating a wide 
range of texts including fiction, nonfiction, classic and contemporary works. Effective use of written language for 
different purposes will be emphasized. 

 

Materials: 

1. Composition Notebook 
2. Paper and writing instruments 

 
Grading System: The grading system is on an 80/20 scale. Eighty percent of the student’s grade will be based on class assignments and 
twenty percent of the grade will based on the winter and spring finals. 
 

Requirements for Written Work:  

 Both handwritten and computer typed essays will be required. If there is a printing problem, please let me know. 

Computer/Printer Issues: 

 I will gladly print out an assignment that is emailed to me, as long as I receive the email between 7:00am and 2:00 pm the day 
prior to the assignment due date.  Conduct:  Behavior becoming of a mature, young adult is expected.  

  Please also see ‘Mrs. Brimhall’s Rules & Procedures’ list. 
1. You will respect yourself, your peers, and me. 
2. You will respect the property of your peers by not touching or “borrowing” something that is not yours. 
3. You will be IN CLASS when the tardy bell rings.  I strictly enforce the QCHS tardy policy.  
4. You will uses school appropriate language that displays maturity and courtesy to your teacher and fellow classmates,  

Profanity, racial slurs, sexual innuendos, or religious slurs will not be tolerated. 
5. You will be responsible for your own learning.  This is an important part of this class. Each student must be prepared 

to take the state mandated test and pass it if he/she wants to graduate. Please participate in all of the required 
activities so you are fully prepared to take this exam 
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Behavior Plan:  If your behavior is unbecoming of a mature young adult, the following will happen: 
1. verbal warning/conference with teacher 
2. notification of parent/guardian 
3. conference with parent/guardian 
4. written referral/administrative action 
5. Severe infractions result in immediate administrative action. 

 
Restroom/Hall Passes:  

 Out of courtesy, please do not ask to leave while I am addressing the group as a whole.  You may not leave the classroom 
without permission and a pass.  Please remember that daily restroom breaks are disrupting to the class and to your individual 
learning.  
 

Make-up Work:   

 I follow the QCHS policy on make-up work.  You are allotted the number of days that you missed, plus one, to make up your 
work.   

 
Late Work: 

 I accept assignments (except for bellwork) late up to one week only.  Formal writing assignments or projects are accepted one 
day late only for 50% (even with an excused absence. See above.) 

 
Grades: 

 Students and parents must have their email address in Synergy.  I communicate through Synergy and make announcements 
about projects, due dates, and reminders.  If you do not have computer access, please let me know so that other forms of 
communication routes can be established. 

 
Mrs. Brimhall’s movie policy: 

 The viewing of a film in alignment with a novel, play, short story, or a particular unit of study is often necessary to further educate 
your student. All movies shown will consist of appropriate material and will be used in conjunction with the written work to which 
they pertain. Only movies that are rated G, PG, or PG-13 will be viewed in their entirety. Additional clips from various videos may 
be used to help further teach lesson objectives and will be viewed by the teacher prior to the student’s viewing them to ensure 
school appropriateness. 
 

Mrs. Brimhall’s Cell Phone Policy: 
 

 While I realize that cell phones are a part of our everyday lives, they don’t belong in the classroom unless a student is 

checking the time or directed by me to use it to look something up. I will be giving “participation” points each day that will 

result in a weekly total that will be reflected in Synergy.  Participation points will be given for behavior such as actively 

participating in class, working well in groups, staying on task, not having “side” discussions while I am talking, not using cell 

phones, etc.  If students are checking their phones for messages, Facebook, Instagram, texting, playing games, etc., I will 

not call attention to the issue because that causes more time to be lost in class, I will simply make a note of it in class and 

then add the note to Synergy so students and parents have the ability to see why points have been lost. The loss of these 

points will NOT be discussed and these points MAY NOT be made up. Participation points will add up to 10% of each 

student’s overall grade and have the potential to drop the final grade up to one letter grade if they are lost through non-

participation and the use of cell phones in class. 

 

 
Bellwork: 

 Bellwork is an important part of starting class time and is given points for completion each week. Bellwork may consist of grammar 
exercises, vocabulary exercises, independent reading assignments or journal writing 
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Student/Parent Response Form 
 

Please detach this page only and return to Mrs. Brimhall. 
 
A note to parents/guardians: 
As with anything your student is involved in, this class benefits from parent involvement and participation.  Your student 
benefits from your wisdom and life experience with each assignment, discussion, and reading we complete in this class.  
Please choose to be involved in your student’s successes and defeats, without enabling procrastination or a lack of 
accountability. 
 
Students: 
By signing below, you agree that you have read and understand the classroom policies and procedures statement for 
Mrs. Brimhall’s AIMS 11/12 class. You understand the consequences of your actions, should you choose not to comply 
with Mrs. Brimhall’s policies and procedures. You also know that if you have a problem or need additional assistance in 
order to ensure your success in this course, you will set up an appointment with Mrs. Brimhall.  

 
 
_____________________________________________  
Print Parent/Guardian Name                                      
 
_____________________________________________            _____________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature                                          Date 
 
_____________________________________________   
Print Student Name      
 
 
_________________________________________________________  ________________ 

Student Signature                                       Date 
 

 

 

 


