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During our last week of school before spring break, not knowing what the future had in store- I did a
Kagen strategy during our carpet learning time. I asked my kindergarteners to do a pair share about if
they would rather have a week off for spring break to be home, or keep coming to school. We counted
the nine days we would be gone on the calendar so they could visualize how long of a time our break
would be. I also asked them to share three reasons why they made their choice.
It was very interesting to hear the results. It seemed that about 65% of them would rather keep coming
to school and that about 35% of them would rather stay home and have a break. Everyday we end our
time at school with what they liked about the day and usually breakfast, lunch and friends are the
highlights. Some of the reasons they would rather come to school were “I like to play with my friends, I
like learning and seat work, I like choice time and all the toys we have at school.” Others were ready for
a break and like being home with their families, playing video games, and going to Walmart or the Dollar
Store. I wonder if we had this pair share again today what their response would be?
I usually love all my school breaks! This one is very different. For the last four weeks some of my work
highlights included organizing my teaching files that I have at home. I have worked with some wonderful
colleagues through the years with so many great ideas and papers they have shared with me. I have just
stored them in Rubbermaid containers since I moved to Arizona and figured one day I would make
sense of it all. I had piles all over my house for days- it’s a work in progress but when we do get back to
school- I am ready to go!
I have contacted my students and their families through emails, phone calls, and regular mail. One of my
students learned how to read while in quarantine. I asked her to read one of our Wonder’s stories from
our homework packet over the phone. She did an amazing job! I am so proud of her and it made me
smile!
I remember enjoying getting mail as a child and I thought it would be fun to write each student a special
card and include some stickers and bookmarks. I got out my pen and wrote each student a personalized
message. The children really liked getting mail delivered to their houses so I am sending another mailing
this week with an ABC treasure hunt for their family to do in their homes. I also included kind words to
let them know how special they are to me.
I’ve been reading and highlighting The First Days of School by Harry and Rosemary Wong and reviewing
all my teaching manuals including our new social studies curriculum. During the busy school year there is
never enough time and energy to do all that a teacher needs to do so this time has been appreciated. I
am very sad about the pandemic and worried about everything there is to worry about. We have to
learn to make delicious, refreshing lemonade out of these lemons! I hope and pray that we will all stay
healthy and that in time our world will be healed. I’m sure that there are many lessons to be learned
from this sad experience. The air is cleaner, the animals are enjoying their quiet habitats, and families
have had time to reconnect and hopefully treasure one another even more.
My kindergarteners learned a lot in the three quarters that I had them and luckily at spring conferences I
let each family know what they still needed to work on. I will always remember this very special school
year and the class that had to finish their year at home. I miss everybody and everything that I can’t do
at this time. I look forward to seeing my colleagues again in person instead of on a Zoom meeting. I also
can’t wait to see what our new normal will be in our everyday world and at Fowler School. Stay safe and
healthy!
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