
Today is one of my days to be on campus.  The first sign of major changes in my day is 

simply the lack of traffic.  The 101 has very little traffic, and places where there used to 

be back-ups because of construction are pretty empty.  In fact, 91st avenue is closed to 

one lane, and there a so few cars that I now know John who holds the stop/slow sign.  

He went to Santa Maria middle school… really cool to hear.  He has a newborn child and 

I’m getting one- and two-minute installments about how it was to be in the hospital for 

childbirth during this pandemic.  Commuting has gone from stressful to enjoyable.  

Once at work, it is similar to a normal morning or weekend in that it is quiet with little 

activity.  The bells ringing, keeping time for an empty campus, are a reminder of how life 

is different as we face COVID-19.  Today I attended a meeting with our special 

education department.  It may seem ironic, but as we social distance, I have had a 

chance to grow closer to several staff members.  There is something very comforting 

about seeing people at home, meeting their kids and pets, even meeting some of their 

plants in one specific case.  Every meeting has offered a chance to just talk, share a 

laugh and have a few minutes together.  Mr. Willow held an IEP meeting later, and his 

meetings have been a treat.  He has a studio set-up, with several different background 

options.  I have seen him in front of a very studious bookcase, he has been on the slopes 

of Mt. St. Helens, he has also been in a lovely field of daisies.  I was also able to drop into 

Ms. Steinkamp’s 6th grade science class.  Always great to see the interactions in the 

classroom.   

When I get home, I check with my wife to see where the kids are with their schoolwork.  

We have a 3rd grader, 7th grader and sophomore.  It has been interesting to see how 

they have adjusted to virtual learning.  Our sophomore is taking an AP test this spring, 

and even that has been an interesting shift.  My wife teaches 8th grade 

English/Language Arts and has daily classes as well.  I have also enjoyed getting to 

know her students as she Zooms with them daily.  Seeing so many students just 

underscores the resiliency of our kids in these unprecedented times. 

I have found it easy to remain positive.  Honestly, you don’t have to look very far to see 

how this paradigm shift has revealed some things that we probably could change and 

improve society as a whole.  Time is precious, and although this is a horrible situation, it 

has afforded us time: Time with family and loved ones, time with each other to grow 

professionally, time to reflect, plan, recharge and move forward.  
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