
 Here is a snapshot of how one of my days looks since we have been under 
Stay At Home orders.  

 My day begins early on this day. Basha’s grocery store has senior times on 
Wednesday at 5:00 am, so I take advantage of being old and go. I show up at the 
store at 5:05. The man at the door checks my ID to make sure I qualify. I guess he 
doesn’t realize that the big grey streak in my hair should be ample proof that I am 
old. I have my mask on, and have earphones in my ears since my husband, Patrick, is 
in the car with the grocery list. We have connected through a phone call. This 
enables me to not have to worry about the grocery list and just go through the 
store. I am able to find most things that I need, but paper products are still 
missing off of the shelves. However I am able to find Lay’s Salt and Vinegar potato 
chips and canned red kidney beans so I consider this shopping experience a 
success. We return home and make a pot of coffee since this day is my longest 
each week. 

 After eating breakfast and watching a news channel on tv, I decide to take a 
break and do a little reading for enjoyment. I am just finishing the book Alas, 
Babylon. It is an book written in 1959 that deals with a small town in Florida that 
tries to exist after an atomic war. While not exactly a light subject, hearing what 
they go through makes our having to stay in seem easy. It is also very interesting 
to see how they coped with survival.  

After spending some time relaxing I get busy on the creation of material of 
our student packet. I have already tweaked some of the Reading For Meaning 
stories I had previously so that they have more differentiation to reach all 
students in our school’s second grade.  Today’s job is to create the Math work. We 
are using the theme “Cinderella Around the World” for this two-week unit. I try to 
make sure that the word problems match each day’s story to give it continuity. 
While I am doing this work I also listen in to Patrick’s team Zoom meeting. It is 
nice to be able to interact with the other teacher’s from the third grade at 
Sunridge.  

I move on to my parent contact time. I have already replied to one parent by 
Class Dojo and another one through a text message. One parent wanted to let me 



know that they were hoping to be able to attend today’s Zoom meeting. The other 
parent needed some help to get on Clever, so I “talked” her through the process by 
text.  Part of my parent contact time is my Zoom meeting. I figure I better go and 
cover up that grey in my hair or my students would tell me that I needed to “paint 
my hair.” I have purchased some Cover Your Roots powder from Amazon so I 
quickly brush it on my hair, do my make-up, and start my Zoom meeting.  

My Zoom meeting goes well. I have three students who show up. It is one of 
the girl’s birthday so we all sing Happy Birthday. I read the story “If You Give A 
Cat A Cupcake” which is part of our Laura Numeroff unit for this week. I also do a 
quick review of regrouping in addition. Hurray! 2 of the girls totally remember how 
to do it, and the third one just needs a quick reminder and then is able to recall 
the process. After I finish the Zoom meeting, I schedule the next one for later in 
the week. I send out a group Class Dojo message for this since all of my parents 
are connected. I then send out individual messages to those students who were not 
able to attend this meeting. I schedule the meetings at different times on 
different days to fit everyone’s schedule. I have several parents respond saying 
they will attend the next meeting since that time works out better for them. 

I round out my professional day with a few more things. I do some more 
research for next week’s theme. Luckily I brought home my Cinderella books and 
many of my phonics, reading skills, and grammar reference books so I am able to 
find the materials I need. I next go and record tomorrow’s Laura Numeroff story. 
While doing this I stop and ask my students questions. Hopefully they are viewing 
these read-alouds with their parents and tell their parents the answers. Next I 
need to fill out some forms from ESI. Yikes, it would be so much easier to just do 
these things in person. I finish off my professional day by having my Zoom grade 
level meeting. Our team has always eaten lunch together so meeting daily just 
seems like the right thing to do. We share tidbits out what is happening in our 
lives, go over any new information that our team lead has received, and plan for 
what our next week’s work will look like. Now it’s on to the evening for me. 

We have made a quick trip out to my father-in-laws to drop off groceries. 
Since he is older we are trying to help him avoid crowds. I am glad to see that he is 
pretty well stocked up since I don’t plan on going shopping next week. After we 



return home I realize that I still need to do some reading for my professional 
development so I do so. Patrick and I are reading and discussing the same book. It 
is very thought provoking and has led to me deciding to implement a few different 
classroom policies next year. 

I had purchased a whole fryer chicken at the store, so tonight’s dinner is 
roasted chicken, mashed potatoes and gravy, stuffing, and steamed vegetables. It 
is a wonderful thing that my husband and son are such great cooks. After dinner is 
over we turn on one of the few shows we watch on tv-The Masked Singer. While I 
didn’t agree with the two singers that were in the bottom it was fun nevertheless. 

I have received another Class Dojo message so I answer the parent’s 
question. Then I move on to one of our new family traditions. We call it Amazon 
Christmas. Since we are staying home as much as possible, we find ourselves 
ordering more things from Amazon. Whenever we get a delivery we put the box in 
the garage for a day to let any germs dissipate. We then go out the next day and 
open it. We make sure not to look on our Amazon account to see what is in it since 
it makes the surprise so much better when opening the box. I finish up my day by 
checking my social media sites, reading a little bit more, and watching some news 
programs on tv.  

While these times are very trying, I try to make the best of it. I do so miss 
my students and fellow staff members. I find myself sometimes challenged by the 
new facets of technology that I have to use. Additionally it sometimes seems as if 
we have been staying at home FOREVER and I miss going out and seeing friends. 
However, my family and I are healthy, I still have a job, I keep in contact with 
friends here and around the country through social media, and life in general is 
good. All in all, there is a lot to be thankful in my life. 
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