
FESD 6th Grade 
Artifact Project/Analysis 

Background: Throughout the course of this school year, you have studied ancient 
historical concepts. You have been taught about the role of geography, government, social 
class structures, belief and political systems, technological advances, and how these broad 
categories have shaped a vast deal of what is called world or human history. The following 
assignment will encompass areas of Social Studies, ELA, Math and Science. 

There have been several regions we have studied within the eastern hemisphere this 
school year. So far, there has been an emphasis on the development of the following major 
ancient civilizations: 

Mesopotamia, Ancient India, Ancient Egypt, Ancient China and Ancient Greece. 

This assignment will require you to complete a comprehensive analysis on what you have 
learned about these ancient civilizations, and connect those concepts to your knowledge of 
ELA, Math and Science objectives. For example, you will be utilizing your writing skills, 
mathematical concepts and understanding of scientific innovations and technology. In your 
thinking and final reflection, you will be able to connect the histories of these regions by 
outlining and highlighting the similarities and differences between all five of these 
civilizations. 

Assignment Instructions: 
The main idea is that you will be creating five artifacts that represent each of the five 
civilizations you have learned about and write a corresponding summary justifying and 
reflecting on why you chose those artifacts to represent the civilization. 

There are 3 parts to this assignment. They are outlined below: 

Part 1 – Complete the chart titled “Comparing Ancient Civilizations Chart” using the 
GRAPES format, i.e. (Geography, Religion, Achievements, Political System, Economics and 
Social Structure). Attached you will also see a copy of the “GRAPES” sheet with 
corresponding questions to answer. Within this chart, you will also be responsible for 
completing questions related to how these civilizations connect to Math and Science. 

Part 2 – Write two essays that compare and contrast two civilizations that demonstrate 
your knowledge of these five civilizations based on the six categories of GRAPES. Each 
essay should be a comprehensive overview through answering the “GRAPES” questions for 
each civilization. There should be two essays that compare two different civilizations 
(Ex. Essay one = Mesopotamia compared to Egypt, essay two China compared to Greece.) This 
is an excellent time to use your skills of comparing and contrasting and connecting ideas in 
writing, as you have been doing all school year. Refer to the essay requirements under the 
resources sections at the end of this document. 
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Part 3 – Make one (1) artifact for each civilization, with a short explanation of how it 
relates to the civilization. The idea of the artifact is you are making a replica of something 
that could be displayed in a World History museum, that would have reflected the history 
of or something important that symbolizes those ideas. You may create more than one for 
each, if you would like to. 

The artifact can be illustrated or drawn out on paper or can be made using standard art 
materials you may already have access to at home. This could include poster paper or 
boards. These artifacts would represent “the face” or “faces” of your civilization and would 
in fact, tell a lot about the history or the story of a particular place or time. For example, the 
Parthenon is a well-known structure for the Ancient Greeks, the Athenians specifically. 
Illustrating or making an artifact that would show that building and explain what it 
represented to them would be an example. 

Steps: 
1-Gather facts to complete the “Comparing Ancient Civilizations Chart.” 

2-Use information from your chart to begin outlining the details of what your summary is 

going to include, with respect to the five civilizations and how the GRAPES questions 

pertain to each one. 

3-Decide on and create an artifact that could be displayed in a world history museum that 

would demonstrate an important aspect of that civilization. (One artifact for each 

civilization)

Questions to consider: 
What are similarities or things that these civilizations had in common? 
What areas may these civilizations have been different or opposite in, for example, 
maybe one leaned toward polytheistic beliefs while another monotheistic? Reflect 
on why and what other factors may have contributed to this, politically, 
economically and socially.
How were decisions primarily made within government types? What types of jobs 
did people have? 
How might those jobs relate to their geography? 
Was location a factor in this? 
What was daily life generally like for the people that lived in those regions and time 
periods? 

How do I know if I’m finished? 
You have completed your chart, written each essay outlining main ideas of these 
civilizations as they align to the corresponding “GRAPES” questions and you have created 
one artifact for each civilization that reflects the information in your summary and the 
history of that particular civilization. Ideally, you would be prepared to present this 
information and articulate similarities and differences amongst these civilizations across 
the broader areas, and how the artifacts you created connect to those ideas. 
Resources: 
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Your own knowledge of the concepts you’ve been taught related to this assignment
Your Social Studies, ELA, Science and Math notebooks and folders with previous, 
completed homework assignments within it
Review or read Topics 1 through 6 in your online textbook – the MyWorld etext. The 
link is here.
Ducksters Education Site: https://www.ducksters.com/
Any other resources you may have access to in order to gather information
The “Video Resource” .ppt file, which contains links to videos that review 
information related to the five civilizations.
Refer to the essay requirements to plan and organize your writing. Click on the link.

Lastly, please do your best on this project. You have worked very hard this school year and 
your efforts and participation is appreciated. ☺ Thank you. 

https://sso.rumba.pk12ls.com /sso/login?additionalAttributes=Domains&k12int=tr ue&profile=eb&service=https://cat.easybridge.pk12ls.com/ca/dashboard.htm&add itionalAttributes=Domains&k12int=true&profile=eb
https://www.ducksters.com/
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