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  MINUTES OF THE GOVERNING BOARD WORK STUDY SESSION 

FOR THE FOWLER SCHOOL DISTRICT #45 

1617 SOUTH 67TH AVENUE 

PHOENIX, ARIZONA 

January 24, 2019 

CALL TO ORDER The work study session was called to order by Mr. Fernandez at 2:30 p.m. 

  

OPENING OF MEETING: 

Roll Call Mr. Fernandez, Mrs. Eastburn and Ms. Montoya were present.   

  

Others Present Dr. Lobato, Rick Conrad and Barbara Gill.  In the audience:   

  

Approve Agenda There was a motion made by Mrs. Eastburn, seconded by Ms. Montoya to approve the agenda for 

January 24, 2019 as presented.     

Final Resolution:  Motion Carries 

Yea:  Mrs. Eastburn, Ms. Montoya, Mr. Fernandez 

  

Pledge of Allegiance The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Conrad. 

  

INFORMATION AND 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

  

Current Year Budget for FY19 

and Proposed Preliminary 

Budget for FY20 

Mr. Conrad, Internal Financial Consultant provided an overview of the proposed preliminary 

budget for FY20.  Mr. Conrad shared the enrollment trend from FY16 through current fiscal 

year.  The current enrollment for FY19 reflects a loss of 379 students.  Mr. Conrad said the loss 

maybe due to new charter schools (K-8), decline in renters within the community and low birth 

rate. Mr. Conrad shared the news of new housing communities within the Fowler District, 

unfortunately it is not known how many families will have school aged children but of those new 

homes currently occupied are just offsetting the losses for Tuscano only.  Mr. Conrad shared the 

FY19 budget reduction due to loss of enrollment and the current year funding.  He said the district 

was able to cover the deficit through Budget Balance Carry Forward.  Mr. Conrad provided a 

complete overview of the proposed 2019-20 preliminary budget.  The Administration will bring 

back a modified budget for any increases provided through this legislative cycle. 

  

Sunridge Curriculum 

Discussion for 2019-2020 

School Year 

Dr. Lobato invited Mr. Ostrom, Sunridge Elementary School Principal, to share a proposal for 

Sunridge Elementary to focus on being a STEM Magnet School. The goal is to provide the parents 

and students with a STEM based curriculum.  Mr. Ostrom said the goals are to: increase academic 

achievement; increase teacher effectiveness; increase parent involvement; increased enrollment; 

increased business partnership; and a change in culture.  

 

Mr. Ostrom provided information that outlined the process of partial and full immersion STEM 

programs.  He shared Sunridge Elementary is consistent with partial immersion and is within three 

to five years from a full roll out of the STEM program.  Mr. Ostrom said they have noticed 

increased parent involvement during their scheduled parent nights by using EIE (Engineering is 

Elementary) provided by the Arizona Science Center.  He said the students share their excitement 

of learning with their parents.  Mr. Ostrom said he has created a wonderful partnership with the 

Arizona Science Center; they have provided resources through Early Childhood Hands-On Science 

(ECHOS).   

 

Mr. Ostrom took this moment to invite the administrative team to share how the transition into 

STEM programs has helped their students.  Mr. Stewart, assistant principal and teachers Ms. 

Simental, Ms. Duvall, Ms. Ochoa and Ms. McNair shared where they are now in reaching their 

goals; and the next step to incorporate special area teachers into the program.  The teachers shared 

the process of pairing the ECHOS curriculum to their current standards in order to meet the 

requirements.  The teachers shared the positive impact they have experienced as they continue to 

move forward towards a full transition to a magnet school.  The students and parents enjoy the 

hands on teaching.  

 



 

 January 24, 2019 

 Minutes – Page 2 

 

 

 

    

 Governing Board Member Date 

 

 

 

  

 Governing Board Member 

 

 

 

  

 Governing Board Member  

Mr. Ostrom continues to make connections with business partners in an effort to expose his 

students to various concepts related to the STEM program.  He said they have connected with four 

engineers through his teaching staff that have presented to his students.  

 

Ms. Montoya, Board Member provided suggestions to the possible addition of the arts in order to 

make it a program Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics (STEAM).  She is 

excited about the proposal.  Ms. Montoya expressed gratitude to the team for their hard work and 

dedication as they move forward with the proposal for Sunridge Elementary School. Mr. Ostrom 

acknowledged there is still a lot of work to be done; but feels they are moving in the right direction 

in order to increase student achievement.   

  

ADJOURNMENT  

 There was a motion made by Mrs. Eastburn, seconded by Ms. Montoya to adjourn the meeting.   

Final Resolution:  Motion Carries 

Yea:  Mrs. Eastburn, Ms. Montoya, Mr. Fernandez 

Mr. Fernandez adjourned the meeting at 3:38 p.m. 


