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Thematic Sentence TAG+two Ts 
This one statement combines the TAG: 
T= title of the work, punctuated correctly, 
A=author his/her full name, 
G=genre  Describe the type of work as specifically as possible. For example use “lyric 
poem” rather than just the generic word “poem” when appropriate and when you know 
what the genre is. But using “short story,” “novel,” “biography” etc.  are perfectly fine.  
T=Tone  This is the way the writer feels about the subject. Write the tone as an adjective 
or an adverb. (Ex: Seamus Heaney’s nostalgic sonnet…)  
T=Theme  This is what the writer says about the subject. This part of the sentence should 
refer to the literal meaning rather than the universal and it should be a phrase within the 
sentence. 
EX:  Seamus Heaney’s nostalgic sonnet, “The Forge,” describes a blacksmith who toils at 
his heavy labor, but takes time to reminisce. 
Précis  This is a brief summary of the passage. It can be a paraphrase of the action, but 
should not be an explanation. This short summation can be a part of the introduction or 
can be a separate paragraph. 
EX: The speaker describes the laboring blacksmith at work with his tools. 

Explanatory Paragraphs  This is where you explain the technique(s) the writer uses to 
contribute to meaning. You need at least two explanatory paragraghs.  Each paragraph 
must include: 
 Topic statement  This statement identifies the technique 
Ex:  Heaney’s visual image of the anvil as an altar creates reverence for the blacksmith’s 
work. 
 Embedded text  This is a sentence which includes one or two words from the text 
which are incorporated into a sentence that describes the technique your are explaining. 
Ex:  The placement of the “anvil” in the “center” of the shop is the “altar” where the 
blacksmith “expends” himself in his work. 
 Explanation of the technique   These sentences explain HOW the technique 
helps contribute to meaning. 
Ex:  Although the blacksmith is a manual laborer, the placement of his tools in the shop 
and the vivid description of his work indicate the reverence we feel.. The  description of 
the “fantail of sparks” and the “hiss” of a new horseshoe “toughen(ing)” in the water 
illustrate what his work looks and sounds like, beautiful yet dangerous, but clearly a 
source of pride for this man. 
      Conclusion The last sentence (or two) is a short reflection of the universal meaning 
of the passage.  EX:  A man’s work, regardless of its nature, can be a source of joy in life. 


