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The Thematic Statement 

The thematic statement is the most important sentence in a student’s essay. Although many teachers suggest that writers begin the 

introductory paragraph with a tickler or some interesting something about the subject, the easiest and most straightforward approach 

to begin an essay is with the thematic statement. 

The thematic statement is a sentence that combines the title (properly punctuated), the author’s name (both first and last) and the 

genre of the piece (TAG) and what the writer says about the subject.  It should be written in the active voice and the verb should not 

be a “to be” verb; rather it should be a vibrant and meaningful.  The subject should be preceded by an adjective that will reveal the 

writer’s tone. 

To ensure that they have included the necessary aspects, check for the 3 T’s—title, tone, theme+descriptive adjective/adverb and 

vibrant verb.  

Jane Austen’s satirical novel, Pride and Prejudice, illuminates the social mores  of 18th century English society by chronicling the 

romantic misdeeds of Miss Elizabeth Bennett and William F. Darcy.   (Davey inspired) 

W.H. Auden’s ironic poem, “Musee des Beaux Arts,” utilizes situational irony to suggest that life passes by nonchalantly for those 

whom tragedy does not directly affect. (Student inspired) 





Tips for Writing the Essay 
       Linda Davey 

Thematic Sentence TAG+two Ts 

This one statement combines the TAG: 

T= title of the work, punctuated correctly, 

A=author his/her full name, 

G=genre  Describe the type of work as specifically as possible. For example use “lyric poem” rather than just the generic word “poem” when appropriate and when you know what 

the genre is. But using “short story,” “novel,” “biography” etc.  are perfectly fine.  

T=Tone  This is the way the writer feels about the subject. Write the tone as an adjective or an adverb. (Ex: Seamus Heaney’s nostalgic sonnet…)  

T=Theme  This is what the writer says about the subject. This part of the sentence should refer to the literal meaning rather than the universal and it should be a phrase within the 

sentence. 

EX:  Seamus Heaney’s nostalgic sonnet, “The Forge,” describes a blacksmith who toils at his heavy labor, but takes time to reminisce. 

Précis  This is a brief summary of the passage. It can be a paraphrase of the action, but should not be an explanation. This short summation can be a part of the introduction or can 

be a separate paragraph. 

EX: The speaker describes the laboring blacksmith at work with his tools. 

Explanatory Paragraphs  This is where you explain the technique(s) the writer uses to contribute to meaning. You need at least two explanatory paragraphs.  Each paragraph 

must include: 

 Topic statement  This statement identifies the technique 

Ex:  Heaney’s visual image of the anvil as an altar creates reverence for the blacksmith’s work. 

 Embedded text  This is a sentence which includes one or two words from the text which are incorporated into a sentence that describes the technique your are explaining. 

Ex:  The placement of the “anvil” in the “center” of the shop is the “altar” where the blacksmith “expends” himself in his work. 

 Explanation of the technique   These sentences explain HOW the technique helps contribute to meaning. 

Ex:  Although the blacksmith is a manual laborer, the placement of his tools in the shop and the vivid description of his work indicate the reverence we feel.. The  description of the 

“fantail of sparks” and the “hiss” of a new horseshoe “toughen(ing)” in the water illustrate what his work looks and sounds like, beautiful yet dangerous, but clearly a source of 

pride for this man. 

      Conclusion The last sentence (or two) is a short reflection of the universal meaning of the passage.  EX:  A man’s work, regardless of its nature, can be a source of joy in life. 



“Shut the Door” An excerpt from a speech given by Senator Ellison DuRant Smith of South Carolina during the debate over 
the Johnson Reed Act, which would become U.S. immigration law in 1924. 

“…I think we now have sufficient population in our country for us to shut the door and to breed up a pure, unadulterated 
American citizenship. I recognize that there is a dangerous lack of distinction between people of a certain nationality and the 
breed of the dog. Who is an American? Is he an immigrant from Italy? Is he an immigrant from Germany? If you were to go 
abroad and some one were to meet you and say, “I met a typical American,” what would flash into your mind as a typical 
American, the typical representative of that new Nation? Would it be the son of an Italian immigrant, the son of a German 
immigrant, the son of any of the breeds from the Orient, the son of the denizens of Africa? We must not get our ethnological 
distinctions mixed up with out anthropological distinctions. It is the breed of the dog in which I am interested. I would like 
for the Members of the Senate to read that book just recently published by Madison Grant, The Passing of a Great Race. 
Thank God we have in America perhaps the largest percentage of any country in the world of the pure, unadulterated Anglo-
Saxon stock; certainly the greatest of any nation in the Nordic breed. It is for the preservation of that splendid stock that 
has characterized us that I would make this not an asylum for the oppressed of all countries, but a country to assimilate and 
perfect that splendid type of manhood that has made America the foremost Nation in her progress and in her power, and yet 
the youngest of all the nations. I myself believe that the preservation of her institutions depends upon us now taking counsel 
with our condition and our experience during the last World War. 

Without offense, but with regard to the salvation of our own, let us shut the door and assimilate what we have, and let us 
breed pure American citizens and develop our own American resources. I am more in favor of that than I am of our quota 
proposition. Of course, it may not meet the approbation of the Senate that we shall shut the door—which I unqualifiedly and 
unreservedly believe to be our duty—and develop what we have, assimilate and digest what we have into pure Americans, 
with American aspirations, and thoroughly familiar with the love of American institutions, rather than the importation of any 
number of men from other countries. If we may not have that, then I am in favor of putting the quota down to the lowest 
possible point, with every selective element in it that may be…” 

http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5080



South Carolina Senator Ellison DuRant Smith in his 1924 speech to the Senate advances the deplorable 
idea that the United States must “shut the door” on immigration, or at least adopt the “lowest possible quota” 
of allowing any more immigrants into the country, so that the country may breed up a “pure… American 
citizenry.”



Since there’s no help, come let us kiss and part 

BY MICHAEL DRAYTON 
Since there’s no help, come let us kiss and part. 
Nay, I have done, you get no more of me; 
And I am glad, yea glad with all my heart, 
That thus so cleanly I myself can free. 
Shake hands for ever, cancel all our vows, 
And when we meet at any time again, 
Be it not seen in either of our brows 
That we one jot of former love retain. 
Now at the last gasp of Love’s latest breath, 
When, his pulse failing, Passion speechless lies; 
When Faith is kneeling by his bed of death, 
And Innocence is closing up his eyes— 
Now, if thou wouldst, when all have given him over, 
From death to life thou might’st him yet recover! 

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/173417 

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/bio/michael-drayton


Michael Drayton’s 17th c  Shakespearean sonnet, “Since there’s no help, come let us kiss and part.” (personifies aspects of 

Love which first )suggests the speaker’s seeming relief to be rid of his former love, but ends surprisingly with a plea to resurrect 

that dying love.
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How does the writer use (a lit device/technique) to 

create meaning and tone? 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Students must 

1.  Read closely and annotate 

2.  Ascertain the subject of the passage 

3.  Recognize major literary (or poetic) devices within the passage 

4.  Recognize rhetorical/literary techniques 

5.  Ascertain how the writer feels about the subject =TONE 

6.  Write a clear thematic statement 

7.  Explain how the writer employs a device or technique to 

achieve meaning 

8.  Write a universal statement to close 

How does the writer use a literary device 

or technique to achieve meaning and 

tone? 

 




