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Promoting high academic achievement 

among bilingual and English learners

 Insight into providing support and 

instruction to ELL/ESL students while 

providing opportunities to utilize prior 

language knowledge to help them 

succeed in a rigorous academic 

program. 



Nationwide trends

 Nationwide, Latino students taking AP exams 

increased from 54,380 in 2002 to 169,521 in 2012, 

more than a threefold increase. 

Over the same time, the total number of AP 

Spanish examinees approximately doubled. 

 Hispanic/Latino students were 11.5% of the total 

number of examinees in 2002, a figure which 

climbed notably to 17.8% in 2012. 



 Nationwide, 19.5% of 2012 public school 

graduates scored a 3 or higher on at least one 

AP exam. 17% of Hispanic/Latino graduates 

scored a 3 or higher on at least one AP exam. 



AP Spanish Language among Hispanic/Latino 

students:

Data from the class of 2012

 15.3% of Hispanic/Latino students took only one 

AP exam, Spanish Language. 

 22.1% of Hispanic/Latino students other AP 

exam(s) concurrently with, before, or after AP 

Spanish Language. 

 62.6% of Hispanic/Latino students did not take 

the AP Spanish Language exam. 



New Mexico Students 
perform exceptionally well on the AP Spanish 

Language and Culture exam. 

 In 2012, New Mexico students took 14,942 AP 

Exams in all subjects and earned a mean score 

of 2.35.

 In 2012, New Mexico students took 809 AP 

Spanish Language exams and earned a mean 

score of 3.74. 

With the exception of one AP subject that was only taken by 11 

New Mexico students, the student performance on the AP Spanish 

Language exam was the highest, by a considerable margin. 



New Mexico students of all ethnicities and racial groups 

perform well on the AP Spanish Language exam: 

 3.65 (mean score for White students),

 3.79 and 3.68, respectively, for “Mexican 

American” and “Other Hispanic”, 

 3.57 for Asian students, and 

 3.59 for “Not Stated”. 

 There were insufficient numbers of Black or American 
Indian students for reporting. 



Academic Writing



Writing is hard!  

 “Writing is one of the most complex literate activities in 

which children and adults engage. Composing text 

entails deployment and coordination of multiple 

cognitive, linguistic, and physical operations to 

accomplish goals associated with genre-specific 

conventions, audience needs, and communicative 

purposes”

Troia & Graham, 2003 



Writing is important to do well in school 

 “Adolescents who do not learn to write well are 

at a disadvantage. In school, weaker writers 

are less likely than their more skilled classmates 

to use writing to support and extend learning in 

content classrooms”
Graham and Perin, (2007)



Writing is important for getting to college

 Based on a national sample of more than 1.5 

million students, the odds of enrolling in a four-

year institution increased by 171% for students 

who took one AP Exam compared with 

students who took no AP Exams. 



Writing is important for staying in college

 Research has also shown that students who 

perform well in AP are more likely to return for 

their second year of college, even after 

controlling for prior academic performance 



Writing is important for finishing college

 In terms of the ultimate indication of college 

success — graduation, research has found that 

the best predictor of bachelor’s degree 

attainment was the rigor of the courses a 

student completed in high school.

 AP Exam participation and performance are 

both positively related to four-year graduation 

rates 



Writing is important for the workplace 

and in the community

 At work, writing has become a gateway for employment 

and promotion, especially in salaried positions .... 

Employees in business as well as government are 

expected to produce written documentation, visual 

presentations, memoranda, technical reports, and 

electronic messages. In the community at large, as E-mail 

has progressively supplanted the telephone for the 

purpose of communication, adults who are not able to 

communicate in writing may be unable to participate 

fully in civic life.

Graham and Perin, (2007)



How to target academic skills and 

academic writing among bilinguals 

and English learners

AP Spanish Language and Culture 

course and exam!

Not just the course (exam benefits accrue)

Not just the exam (the course is an important 

example of rigorous instruction)

Or equivalent….



Writing proficiency vs. Content knowledge

 These two things are separate, but 

interconnected.

Writing should become a social activity!

 Students talk to each other and/or to the teacher 

about their writing and about the writing process



Diversity in Writing Instruction

 Learners come from diverse cognitive, linguistic, 

and academic backgrounds and bring with 

them varying levels of motivation, experience, 

and content knowledge. 



The Writing Process

- Incorporate a variety of strategies –

Writing as a process

 Purposeful, distinct stages with multiple peer 

and teacher interventions 

Multiple re-readings, multiple rewritings.

 Brainstorming, creating draft(s), and the revision 

process. 

 Increasingly challenging tasks for students.



Writing Feedback

Writing feedback should ideally be 

descriptive/supportive/constructive, not 

subtractive. 



AP Spanish Language writing prompts



Task 1: Interpersonal Writing



Task 1: Interpersonal Writing

 The student was asked to initiate and sustain interaction during 
written interpersonal communication by writing an email reply in 
response to an e-mail message received in reference to a possible 
scholarship to go to Peru.

 In the reply the student was asked to include a greeting and a 
closing, respond to two questions that were addressed in the e-mail 
received, elicit information and clarify meaning about the topic in 
the original message. 

 The student was also asked to use a variety of vocabulary, 
including idiomatic and culturally appropriate expressions. 

 Finally, the student was asked to use a formal form of address in 
their response as well as an appropriate format and conventions 
Bullet point



Task 2: Presentational Writing



Task 2: Presentational Writing

 The student was asked to produce a persuasive essay to submit to a 
Spanish writing contest, in which they were supposed to answer the 
question: “Is it beneficial for a company to allow their employees to 
work from home?” 

 The essay topic was based on three sources (two printed sources and 
one audio source), which presented different viewpoints and 
statistical information on the topic. 

 In their persuasive essay, the student was asked to present the 
sources’ different viewpoints on the topic, as well as to indicate and 
thoroughly defend their own viewpoint on the topic using and 
integrating the three sources for that purpose. 

 The student was asked to refer to and appropriately identify 
information from all the sources, in order to support his /her viewpoint. 

 The student was asked to organize their essay into clear paragraphs. 



Task 3 / Task 4: Speaking

 Interpersonal and presentational speaking 

tasks. 



Writing instruction works across languages

 “writing skills instruction in the L2 has a positive 

effect on L1 as well as L2 writing, suggesting 

that the transfer of writing skills may be 

bidirectional” 

Schwartz (2003), from a review of previous studies on 

writing strategies among bilinguals



Steps for action

 Increased access to AP Spanish Language and 

Culture

 Rigorous curriculum in AP Spanish Language 

and Culture

 Integration with other college preparatory 

curriculum

Others? 


