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Course Description: This course should impart to each student the political vision of 

liberty and equality that unites us as Americans and the firmly held convictions that our 

founding fathers had when making this country a reality. Students will understand the 

structure, function and "free" enterprise system of the U.S. Government, Nevada State 

Government, local government, citizenship and political parties. Study will include a 

detailed analysis of the three branches of government outlined in the Constitution and the 

Constitutional amendments. Content should be combined with the study of comparative 

government and economic systems to enable the student to objectively compare and 

contrast systems of Communism, Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy, furthering 

his/her understanding of the more contemporary political and economic systems. The 

course should also strive to incorporate contemporary political issues such as current 

events, local elections and local government structures in order to provide a basis of 

relevance for the student. 

General Course Objectives: 

I.  Foundations of the American Political System 

A.  Know the basic characteristics of a nation-state. 

B.  Know the basic theories of the origins of the nation-state including 

the social contract theory. 

C.  Know the characteristics of unitary, federal and confederate 

systems of government. 

D.  Know how presidential and parliamentary systems differ. 

E.  Know how a democracy and dictatorship differ. 



F.  Know the basic concepts upon which American democracy is built. 

G.  Know why the Declaration of Independence is considered to be a 

revolutionary document. 

H. Know the basic political concepts brought from England. 

I.  Know the basic provisions and weaknesses of the Articles of 

Confederation. 

J.  Know the events that led to the Constitutional Convention of 1787. 

K.  Know the major objections to the Constitution. 

L.  Understand the basic principles of the Constitution. 

M.  Know how the Constitution may be formally and informally 

amended. 

N.  Know the meaning of federalism. 

O.  Know the various types of government powers. 

P.  Know how new states are admitted to the Union. 

Q.  Be able to briefly summarize Articles I-VII and Amendments 1-27 

of the Constitution. 

R.  Compare other political and economic systems to that of the 

United States. 

II.  Civil Rights 

A.  Have a comprehensive review of Constitutional Amendments 

pertaining to civil rights. 

B.  Analyze how amendments to the Constitution have contributed to 

the Civil Rights movements. 

C.  Have in depth understanding of how the Bill of Rights and 14th 

amendment applies to all Americans. 

D. Know the landmark court cases and how they influenced Civil 

Rights in the United States. 

E.  Understand the conflict between the assertion of individual rights 

and the common good for society. 



III.  Government By The People 

A.  Understand the nature and functions of political parties. 

B.  Understand the evolution of the two party system. 

C. Know voter qualifications among the states. 

D.  Understand voter behaviors. 

E.  Understand the nominating process - - "direct primary" and 

"petition". 

F.  Understand the election process - - money and advertising. 

G.  Know what public opinion is and how it is formed. 

H.  Understand how pressure groups influence public opinion and 

policies. 

I.  Explain how citizenship has changed over time. 

J.  Describe steps to citizenship. 

K.  Explain why participating in government is essential to American 

civic life. 

IV.  The Legislative Branch of Government 

A.  Know the terms/sessions of Congress. 

B.  Know the law making functions of Congress. 

C.  Know the veto process and what is meant by "the tyranny of the 

minority" within the veto process. 

D.  Know how the size of the House is determined. 

E.  Know the terms, elections and qualifications of its members. 

F.  Know how the size of the Senate and House is determined. 

G.  Know the terms, elections and qualifications of its members. 

H.  Know the roles members of Congress play in performing their 

duties. 

I.  Know how committee systems are necessary. 



J.  Know why committee systems are necessary. 

K.  Know the many steps in the lawmaking process. 

L.  Know how the legislative process in the Senate differs from that in 

the House. 

M.  Know what the function of the conference committees is. 

N.  Know how the Constitution and the federal system effect the 

powers exercised by Congress. 

O.  Know how the Necessary and Proper Clause applies today. 

P.  Know what Congress's legislative powers are. 

V.  The Executive Brand and the Federal Bureaucracy 

A.  Know the President's many roles. 

B.  Know qualifications, terms and compensations of the Presidency. 

C.  Know the history of the Presidency. 

D.  Know the functions of the Vice-presidency. 

E.  Know how Presidential succession occurs. 

F.  Know the Presidential nominating and electing process - - early 

and current practices. 

G.  Understand the electoral college. 

H.  Know the electoral college defects and proposed reforms. 

I.  Know how the cabinet is structured and its functions. 

J.  Know the specific powers of the Presidency - - military, 

diplomatic, legislative and judicial. 

K. Know how the federal bureaucracy functions. 

L.  Understand foreign and defense policies - - both past and present. 

M.  Understand foreign policy - - past and present. 

 

 



VI.  Judicial Branch 

A.  Understand the creation and jurisdiction of the national judiciary. 

B.  Understand the court system - - inferior and supreme courts. 

C.  Understand the "Special" courts. 

D.  Understand the process of the administration of Justice. 

E.  Have a historical prospective - - John Marshall - - landmark court 

decisions. 

F.  Know the court cases that effect us today. 

G.  Analyze the responsibilities of jurors and the importance of 

participation in the jury process. 

VII.  State Government 

A.  Understand the concept of bicameralism. 

B.  Know the powers of the legislature. 

C.  Know structural details of the office of governor. 

D.  Know the formal and informal qualifications for governor. 

E.  Know how the state court system is organized and its areas of 

jurisdiction. 

F.  Examine the Nevada Constitution. 

VIII.  Local Governments 

A.  Understand how the local court systems are organized. 

B.  Know how judges are selected. 

C.  Understand the various structures of city and county governments. 

D.  Understand how local city and county governments are structured. 

E.  It is recommended that each student attend a local government 

meeting - - school board, city council, county commissioners, 

planning commission, etc. 

 

 


