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Course Title: Residential Housing and Interior Design 
Schools to Offer Course: Carlin, Elko, Jackpot, Owyhee, Spring Creek and West Wendover 
Grade Levels: 11 and 12 
Prerequisite: Family and Consumer Sciences I or Teacher’s Approval 
District Textbook Adoption:  Homes and Interiors 
                                                  Publisher: Glencoe/McGraw-Hill 
                                                  Student ISBN: 0-07874420-2 
                                                  TE ISBN: 0-07-874421-0 
 
Course Description: This a comprehensive semester course, that analyzes both interior 
and exterior construction and design.  Coursework includes the history of housing, 
careers in the industry, housing and technology, home furnishings the study of blueprints 
and financial management of a home.   The State of Nevada Standards are taken from 
Family and Consumer Sciences Standards that pertain to technology, financial 
management and employment opportunities.  Currently, there are no specific state 
standards for Residential Housing and Interior Design. 
 
 
Course Objectives 
 
Define housing and briefly describe how it has evolved. 
 
Analyze the basic physical and psychological needs that housing satisfies. 
 
Compare and contrast needs among people. 
 
Assess the importance of building homes that follow the concept of universal design. 
 
Identify how housing reflects cultural views and values. 
 
Point out ways in which cultures influence each other. 
 
Identify social trends that affect housing. 
 
Explain the major ways in which government influences housing. 
 
Analyze the role of technology in home construction. 4.5.1 
 
Evaluate the benefits and drawbacks of different natural and manufactured materials used 
in home construction. 
 
Describe the three basic methods of home construction. 
 
Evaluate the role of high technology in homes of today. 4.5.2 
 
Relate personal characteristics to career decisions. 5.8.3 
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Identify resources for career information. 5.8.7 
 
Explain the characteristics of different levels of jobs. 
 
Describe careers in five areas of the housing industry. 
 
Describe how native American housing was influenced by culture and environment. 
 
Identify primitive dwellings used by the early colonists. 
 
Evaluate the environmental factors that influenced colonial housing. 
 
Analyze the characteristics of early English, German and Dutch, Swedish, Spanish and 
French homes. 
 
Evaluate how events in America’s history have affected housing design. 
 
Compare and contrast housing elements that influenced 20thcentury designs. 
 
Analyze the uniqueness of 20th century housing designs. 
 
Describe how changing lifestyles since 1900 are reflected in today’s housing. 
 
Describe the various zones in a home and evaluate their importance. 
 
Distinguish between open and closed floor plans. 
 
Identify factors to consider when evaluating a floor plan.  Analyze the advantages and 
drawbacks of various floor plan options. 
 
Identify recent developments in housing design. 
 
Analyze the impact of housing needs and wants when choosing a place to live. 
 
Identify human and material resources that influence housing decisions. 
 
Contrast different types of community environments. 
 
Analyze the factors that should be considered when selecting a neighborhood. 
 
Evaluate the importance of public services in choosing a place to live. 
 
Summarize and compare multifamily and single family housing options. 
 
Compare and contrast the advantages and disadvantages of renting or buying a home. 
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Analyze initial and continual costs of both renting and buying. 
 
Assess different types of home ownership. 
 
Describe how financial analysis can help determine a realistic housing budget. 4.4.2, 
4.4.3 and 4.4.5 
 
Identify factors to consider when assessing housing requirements. 
 
List sources of information about available rental housing. 
 
Contrast different types of rental housing programs. 
 
Give guidelines for evaluating rental housing units. 
 
Analyze the features and conditions of rental agreements. 
 
Explain the roles of tenant and roommate. 
 
Give guidelines for determining a buyer’s price range for a home. 
 
Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of new and older homes. 
 
Identify four conditions that affect the resale value of a home. 
 
Compare and contrast various ways to finance the purchase of a home. 
 
Describe the steps in the home buying process. 
 
Describe historical community layouts. 
 
Analyze the importance of planning to communities. 
 
Explain the types of laws and regulations that affect housing. 
 
Describe different kinds of planned communities. 
 
Analyze how a site influences the dwelling that sits on it. 
 
Explain the purpose of landscaping. 
 
Identify the information shown on a blueprint. 
 
Describe major components of a home’s basic structure. 
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Evaluate materials used to finish the exterior of a home. 
 
Analyze factors to consider when selecting insulation, windows and other components. 
 
Explain the roles of contractors and subcontractors. 
 
Describe safety features of electrical systems. 
 
Summarize characteristics of the plumbing, heating, cooling and ventilation systems. 
 
Evaluate options for interior features such as stairways, walls, ceilings and floors and 
their coverings. 
 
Evaluate the importance of resource management. 
 
Identify the traditional and alternative energy sources. 
 
Explain the features of energy efficient heating and cooling systems. 
 
Describe ways in which home designers, builders and consumers can conserve energy, 
water and other resources. 
 
List and describe the elements of good design. 
 
Describe the feelings that space can convey and suggest how to change the apparent size 
of space. 
 
Demonstrate ways to use line to create specific effects. 
 
Analyze the effects created by forms in particular designs. 
 
Illustrate ways in which texture can be used to create desired effects. 
 
Analyze the ways in which color can be used to create moods and illusions. 
 
Explain how primary colors are used to produce other colors on the color wheel. 
 
Describe the effects of intensity and value on various hues. 
 
Identify the characteristics of different types of color schemes. 
 
Describe factors to consider when planning a color scheme. 
 
Analyze the ways that effective proportion is used in design. 
 
Analyze scale and the ways it is used in design. 
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Distinguish between the two types of balance. 
 
Recognize and explain ways to achieve rhythm. 
 
Summarize the guidelines for choosing an element to emphasize. 
 
Assess the importance of balancing unity with variety. 
 
Explain what backgrounds are and why they are important. 
 
Evaluate the suitability of different types of floor coverings for specific uses. 
 
Compare the characteristics and uses of various wall coverings. 
 
Suggest ways to change the apparent height of a ceiling. 
 
Describe choices for window treatments. 
 
List five factors that influence changes in furniture design. 
 
Describe general points that can be helpful in understanding furniture style periods. 
 
Compare formal and informal furniture styles. 
 
Identify and describe major styles of American furniture from 1600 to present. 
 
Describe the types of furniture choices available to today’s buyer. 
 
Evaluate materials commonly used to make furniture. 
 
Describe what to look for when evaluating furniture construction. 
 
Explain the options available when shopping for furniture. 
 
Summarize guidelines for caring for furniture. 
 
Plan a furniture arrangement using a floor plan and templates. 
 
Identify factors to consider when arranging furniture. 
 
Explain the function of different types of light sources and fixtures. 
 
Summarize guidelines for choosing appropriate lighting. 
 
Suggest ways to use accessories to personalize a home design. 
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Outline the five steps involved in designing interiors. 
 
Evaluate the advantages of computer aided design.  4.5.3 
 
Compare various types of visual representations used by interior designers. 
 
Describe materials and methods used to present a design to a client. 
 
Explain basic principles for designing efficient kitchens and bathrooms. 
 
Describe considerations in planning electrical, lighting and ventilation systems for 
kitchens and bathrooms. 
 
Point out ways to make kitchens and bathrooms accessible to all. 
 
Compare options for kitchen and bathroom components such as  cabinets, countertops, 
fixtures and appliances. 
 
 
Identify ways to improve kitchens and bathrooms without expensive remodeling. 
 
Analyze options for laundry areas. 
 
Identify and compare various types of storage systems. 
 
Create an efficient plan for storing possessions in the home. 
 
Describe a process for organizing a closet. 
 
Identify common home health hazards. 
 
Describe ways to prevent home accidents. 
 
Explain safe and efficient use of smoke alarms ans fire extinguishers. 
 
Identify ways to improve home security. 
 
Suggest strategies for improving home safety for people with specific special needs. 
 
Identify four cleanliness standards that should not be compromised. 
 
Make a cleaning schedule. 
 
Outline efficient cleaning routines. 
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Identify ways to reduce cleaning chores. 
 
Explain the importance of preventative maintenance. 
 
Describe emergency home repairs. 
 
Identify possible reasons for remodeling a home. 
 
Discuss points to consider when deciding whether to move or remodel. 
 
Give examples of various types of remodeling projects. 
 
Summarize the steps in planning a remodeling project. 
 
Describe how to select a contractor. 
 
Compare professional remodeling with do-it-yourself remodeling. 
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