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Course Description: 
Music Connections is an extension of the K-6 music curriculum and includes objectives to 
integrate music into the student’s everyday life. Students will explore music through 
performance, creation, listening, analysis, investigating various purposes of music, and inquire 
into music’s impact on culture, history, quality of life, and other subject areas. As much as 
possible, instructional approaches and activities should correlate with the student’s scope and 
sequence of instruction in Social Studies (United States History). Additionally, the teacher is 
encouraged to seek out opportunities to address Language Arts, Mathematics, and Science 
standards and curricula. In this way, music instruction may provide reinforcement of critical 
thinking, cultural literacy, creative writing, scientific analysis, and mathematical skills used in 
core subjects. 

Suggestions for Instruction: 
The suggested approach for instruction is to create opportunities for student directed learning in 
the areas of Cultural and Historical Literacy, Musical Performance, and Musical Creativity. 

Cultural and Historical Literacy 
There are many approaches that may be used for this component of the class. A common 
approach is to examine music history chronologically. Other approaches that may allow for more 
flexibility and student directed learning are to look for historical and musical themes or to base 
music investigation around primary historical events (Landing at Plymouth Rock, American 
Revolutionary War, War of 1812, Civil War, Stock Market Crash, et cetera). Regardless of the 
approach utilized, the primary goal is to reinforce the learning of the student in their Social 
Studies class. 

Musical Performance 
Striving to make music provides the student with important insights. However, in the Music 
Connections course the purpose of making music is for the student’s own enjoyment and 
challenge and not necessarily to pursue formal performance opportunities. Opportunities for 
musical performance might involve guitar, singing, Orff instruments, World Drumming, rhythm 
instruments, recorders, keyboards, or computers. Again, the teacher may wish to follow the 
students’ lead in creating classroom performance activities. 

Musical Creativity 
Students drawn to music classes often possess a desire to express ideas and feelings through 
music. Students may be given such opportunities through improvisation, composition, or by 
arranging music into original creations. Such opportunities might be presented through 



instrumental or vocal performance, keyboarding, or computer software applications. In 
particular, computer software applications may be used for sequencing, composing, and looping. 

Additional Instructional Approaches: 
 Audio and/or Video 

Journals 
 Reaction Letters 
 Attitude Inventories 
 Reinforce character 

traits 
 Create music through 

cooperation 
 Demonstrate 

understanding of 
concepts through 
movement 

 Encourage self-
expression through 
composition, 
performance, and 
improvisation 

 Use games to 
reinforce musical 
concepts 

 Learn rhythm using 
mathematical 
concepts 

 Read texts, 
worksheets, 
biographies, etc. 

 Compose, perform, 
and improvise music 

 Complete written 
worksheets, tests, and 
projects 

 Display visual 
materials 

 Discuss concepts 

 Sing 
 Play a variety of 

instruments 
 Listen to CDs, 

records, tapes, and 
live performances 

 Show videos, 
filmstrips, and 
education programs 

 Utilize portfolio 
assessment strategies 
including student 
self-assessment 

 Design and build 
basic instruments

General Course Objectives and Skills: 
MUSIC:  Playing Instruments and Singing - Students perform on instruments or sing a 
varied repertoire of music alone and with others. 

1. Perform and enjoy music related to various cultures, times, and places. 
2. Perform accompaniment from simple notation using classroom melodic, harmonic, or 

percussive instruments. 
3. Explain or demonstrate the production and/or transmission of musical sound; e.g., strings, 

winds, percussion, reeds, vocal; acoustic vs. electronic; digital vs. analog; AM vs. FM 
radio bands; synthetic vs. sampling. 

MUSIC:  Reading - Students read and notate music by: 
1. Reading simple melodies in simple meters such as: 2/4, 3/4, and 4/4. 
2. Recognizing basic music notation including the staff, note names, clefs, accidentals, time 

signatures, and note values. 
MUSIC:  Listening - Students listen to, analyze, and describe music by: 

1. Listening critically to music in a variety of instrumental and vocal styles and origins, and 
discussing in the appropriate context.  

2. Describing the uses of the elements of music in aural examples representing diverse 
genres and stylistic periods using appropriate terminology. 

3. Recognizing the major characteristics of such musical forms as AB, ABA, AABA, theme 
and variation, rondo, suite, symphony, musical theater, opera, and string quartet. 

MUSIC:  Evaluation - Students evaluate music and music performances by: 
1. Developing musical criteria for evaluating the quality and effectiveness of performances 

and compositions. 



2. Forming, composing, and contrasting informed opinions about the purposes and 
meanings of musical works, and describing ideas expressed through musical works. 

3. Critically examining works, characteristics of works, and styles, using appropriate 
vocabulary.  

4. Comparing and contrasting performances of the same composition or of similar 
compositions both within and across historical periods. 

5. Demonstrating the ability to generate informed opinions about musical styles based on 
the elements of music and to communicate those opinions using appropriate vocabulary. 

MUSIC:  Application to Life - Students demonstrate relationships between music, the other 
arts, and disciplines outside the arts by: 

1. Integrating the many elements of music with other art forms and curricular areas. 
2. Describing how people use music to celebrate, mourn, create, communicate ideas, help 

others, express feelings, come together, and/or enjoy themselves. 
3. Knowing where arts events, performances, and exhibitions occur and describing the 

appropriate etiquette needed to attend. 
4. Using print and non-print media to research music, musicians, composers, and stylistic 

periods.  
5. Keeping a journal and/or writing reflections about music, musicians, composers, and 

personal experiences with music. 
6. Investigating and describing career opportunities in music and related fields. 

MUSIC:  Cultural and Historical Connections - Students demonstrate knowledge of the 
historical periods and cultural diversity of music by: 

1. Using music from the Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, Romantic, and 20th Century to 
explore the relationship between the music of these eras, U.S. History, and American 
musical history. 

2. Comparing and contrasting distinguishing characteristics of representative music styles 
from various historical periods. 

3. Comparing and contrasting the roles of musicians and the conditions under which they 
perform in various historical periods. 

4. Understanding and explaining musical works with reference to historical, social, and 
cultural context.  

5. Demonstrating knowledge of events, periods, cultures, and traditions as they relate to 
musical styles, themes, forms, and techniques. 

6. Identifying musicians and composers representing the variety historical periods. 
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