
Course Title: Guitar I 
School to Offer Course: All Secondary Schools 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, and 12 
Prerequisite:  Acoustic guitar and selected method workbook 
District Textbook Adoption:  None at this time 
 
 
Course Description: This one year course is designed for students with no previous 
guitar experience. Students will receive guidance and direction for solving problems 
related to playing the guitar on a beginning level and will learn many of the different 
styles, skill and techniques required to become a successful musician. Students must meet 
eligibility requirements in order to represent the school in any performance activities 
outside of the classroom. 
 

Course Objectives: 

1. Guitar- 
a. Indentify parts 
b. String desgination 
c. Care and Maintenance 
d. History of the Guitar 

2. Required Daily Procedures 
a. Posture 
b. Hand Position 
c. Tuning 

3. Reading-Students read and notate music. 
a. Students will : 

i. Read simple rhythms in all meters within the context of standard 
guitar repertoire. 

ii. Apply all standard musical symbols within the context of the 
repertoire. 

iii. Identify music symbols such as dynamics and tempo 
iv. Interpret  non-standard notation symbols(tablature) 

4. Listening-Student listens to, analyze and describe guitar music. 
a. Students should be able to: 

i.  Apply knowledge of the technical vocabulary of the elements of 
guitar in analyzing aural examples with teacher assistance 

ii. Compare and contrast examples of a varied repertoire of music 
representing diverse genres and cultures by describing the uses of 
the elements of music and expressive devices. 

5. Evaluation-Students evaluate guitar music and guitar performances. 
a. Students should be able to: 

i. Develop specific musical and well-defined-criteria that 
incorporate the elements of guitar music and use those criteria to 



make informed critical evaluations of the quality and 
effectiveness of a guitar performance and guitar compositions. 

ii. Evaluate their personal participation in guitar music using critical 
analyses and offering in-depth justification for  their opinion 
using appropriate music terminology. 

iii. Evaluate guitar performances or guitar compositions by 
comparing them to similar or exemplary models and justify their 
opinions by describing distinguishing features of each guitar 
performance or guitar composition using appropriate music 
terminology. 

6. Applications to life- Students demonstrate relationships between music, the other 
arts and disciplines outside the arts. 

a. Students should be able to: 
i. Compare similar themes found in guitar music and other art 

forms and analyze how themes are expressed in each. 
ii. Analyze concepts common to guitar music and other disciplines 

outside the arts. 
7. Cultural and Historical Connections: Student demonstrate knowledge of the 

historical periods and cultural diversity of music. 
a. Students should be able to: 

i. Classify guitar music examples by: 
1. style 
2. historical periods 
3. cultures 

ii. Discuss the achievements of representative musicians and 
composers from various historical periods and cultures. 


