
Course Title: United States History 
Schools to offer course: all schools, required for graduation 
Grade level: 10 (one year) 
District Textbook Adoption:  The American Vision 
                                                2005 Glencoe / McGraw Hill  
    ISBN # 0078607191 
 
Course Title: United States History Honors 
Schools to offer course: Elko High & Spring Creek  High 
Grade level: 10 (one year) 
District Textbook Adoption:  America: Pathways to the Present 2005 
    Pearson Prentice Hall 
    ISBN # 0-13-181545-4 student edition 
    ISBN # 0-13-128234-4 teacher edition 
 
Course Description: This course is designed to trace the political, social, economic and 
religious history of the United States from the arrival of the first Americans by way of the 
land bridge, to the present time.  This course will be presented to show cause and effect 
of the actions of individuals and events on the creation of historical events.  The 
relationship between historical events and current events will be drawn when possible.  
Special emphasis will be given to the history of the State of Nevada. 
 
General Course Objectives 
 

I. Exploration and Colonization  
A. Relate the origins and accomplishments of the First Americans prior to the 

arrival of the Europeans. 
B. Identify and describe the characteristics of pre-agricultural societies 

residing in the state of Nevada 
C. Compare common elements of  these North American societies by 

evaluating forms of communication, economic systems, shelter, and 
political, social and traditional systems. 

D. Describe the rise of the trading culture or “Mercantilism” in Europe and 
the drive to expand trading empires 

E. Compare the colonial policies of the European nations in their conquest of 
the “New World” 

 
II. Colonization to Independence (17500 

A. Understand how and why the various colonies in English North America 
developed politically, socially and economically 

B. Describe the conflicts that developed between England and France during 
this period culminating in the French and Indian War and the effect they 
had on North America 

C. Relate the sequence of events that lead to an open conflict between 
England and her North American colony 

D. Understand how America was able to win its independence from England 
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III. Forming a New Nation (1781) 
A. Compare the strengths and weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation 
B.  Describe and understand the controversies in the creation of the United 

States Constitution 
C. Relate the debate over the Louisiana Purchase, the addition of new states 

to the union and the governments control over new land; evaluate 
Nevada’s unique conditions of statehood 

D. Know the significance of the Second War for Independence ( War of 
1812) and the impact it had on America’s self image 

 
IV. Andrew Jackson and Manifest Destiny (1820) 

A. Describe the westward movement along the Oregon, California and     
                        Santa Fe Trails 

B. Understand Andrew Jackson’s impact on the Presidency and America’s 
political system 

C. Relate the Texas war for independence and America’s war with Mexico  
D. Explain the Mexican War acquisitions 
E. Know the impact of the California Gold Rush 
F. Understand the significance of the Comstock Lode and the role it played 

in Nevada’s mining future   
 

V. Sectionalism, the Civil War and Reconstruction (1850) 
A. Understand the issues of abolition vs. slavery, states rights and popular 

sovereignty 
B. Describe the flow of events in the Civil War and what the war achieved 
C. Know the impact of Reconstruction and the early government attempts at 

Social Legislation 
 

VI. Industrialism, Reform and the Passing of the Frontier (1876) 
A. Relate the evolution and the expansion of America’s industrial society and 

the individuals that made it possible 
B. Understand the impact of immigrants and the Homestead Act on the 

economy and culture 
C.  Describe the westward expansion and how the growth of railroads and the 

role of farming/ranching influenced settlement 
D. Compare and contrast the cultures of the First Americans and the new 

Americans and relate why this led to conflict and the vanishing frontier 
E. Explain the origins and issues involved in the various labor movements 

and its effects on Nevada 
 

VII. Imperialism and Reform (1890) 
A. Describe how America’s desire to look beyond its borders led to the 

Spanish American War 
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B. Understand how the Monroe Doctrine and the Roosevelt Corollary 
effected America’s Latin American policy at the turn of the century 

C. Describe how Woodrow Wilson’s moral foreign policy led to conflict with 
Mexico 

D. Explain the issues of World War I and the reason for America’s 
involvement 

E. Relate how the League of Nations and Isolationism set the seeds for World 
War II 

 
VIII. The Roaring Twenties, Depression and World Conflict (1920) 

A. Relate how the boom of the 20’s set the stage for the depression of the 
30’s 

B. Describe the social conditions of the depression and how the New Deal 
attempted to change these conditions 

C. Explain how world wide depression and unrest led to the rise of 
totalitarian states 

 
IX. Hot War/ Cold War (1939) 

A. Compare and contrast the outbreak and progress of war in Europe and 
Asia from 1939-45  

B. Describe the United State’s causes, course of events and effects as they 
relate to World War II 

C. Explain the reason and later effects of the GI Bill 
D. Identify the changes in Nevada’s economic and military status 
E. Know the reason behind the internment camps 
F. Describe the various propaganda used  
G. Relate the economic, technological and labor forces which took place  
H. Understand the significance of the atomic bomb  
I. Compare and contrast the creation of the United Nations with that of the 

League of Nations 
J. Know the issues in the war crimes trials 
K. Understand the Cold War and the impact of Containment, the Korean War 

and McCarthyism 
 

X. Decade of Unrest (1960) 
A. Describe the major issues, events and key people of the Civil Rights 

movement which led to the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
B. Define the Woman’s Rights Movement 
C. Identify the significant minority rights movements such as the United 

Farm Workers, American Indian Movement and Viva La Raza 
D. Understand the motives and failures of the Vietnam War and its impact on 

American Society 
E. Relate how the “Space Race” gave Americans something for which to be 

proud 
 
XI. Recovery and Prosperity (1972) 
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A. Understand the impact of Watergate and other political scandals of the 
1970’s and ‘80’s on American society 

B. Describe the expansion of the civil rights movement to encompass a wider 
variety of Americans 

C. Relate how the era of Ronald Reagan reawakened America and 
contributed to the end of the Cold War with the Soviet Union 

 
XII. A New World Order 

A. Describe how the Persian Gulf War demonstrated a change in the political 
outlook of the world powers 

B. Understand the impact experienced by the United States in the wake of the  
9-11 attacks  

C. Analyze the reasons behind the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq 
D. Describe how global issues effect nations differently including human 

rights 
E. Relate current issues such as medical concerns, environmental issues and 

resource dependence  
F. Describe Nevada’s economic base with particular attention to the effects 

of tourism and gaming      
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