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Course Title: Geography/World Affairs 

Schools to Offer Course: All schools, Elective Credit 

Grade Level:  10-12 (one semester) 

District Textbook Adoption: 

World Geography and Current Affairs  
World Geography Building a Global Perspective 2005 
Publisher: Pearson/Prentice Hall 
ISBN Student Edition: 0-13-181707-8 
Teacher Edition: 0-13-181704-3 

Course Description: The purpose of this course is to use the study of geography to 
explain and enhance the understanding of current world problems and situations. 
Geography helps us to comprehend the variety of physical and cultural characteristics 
that shape our planet. Geographic knowledge is vital in a time when environmental 
decisions and developing technologies can affect the welfare of the entire globe. 
Geographic knowledge is essential in order to understand and deal with the political and 
social problems in the world today. 

General Course Objectives: 

I.  How Geographers Look at the World 

A.  Geography themes and standards 

B.  Understanding, describing and distinguishing, comparing and 
interpreting of maps, graphs, charts and diagrams. 

C.  Understanding and describing the Earth's major physical features 
and natural resources. 

D.  Understanding and describing the climates of the Earth through the 
factors that affect it and Earth-Sun relationships. 

E.  Understanding the limits, opportunities, expressions and world 
regions of environments, people and cultures. 

II.  Regions of the World 

A.  Students will study the following regions of the world: 

1.  The United States and Canada 
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2.  Latin America 

3.  Europe 

4.  Russia and Eurasian Republics 

5.  North Africa and Southwest Asia 

6.  Africa, south of the Sahara 

7.  South Asia 

8.  East Asia 

9.  Southeast Asia 

10.  Australia, Oceania and Antarctica 

B.  Students will be able to show knowledge of the physical geography 
of each of the above regions by: 

1.  Comparing the land forms of the region. 

2.  Describing the water resources that the environments of the 
region offer. 

3.  Listing the kinds of natural resources found in the region. 

4.  Describing the climate regions of the area being studied. 

5.  Identifying the kinds of natural vegetation found in the 
region. 

C.  Students will be able to show knowledge of the cultural geography 
of each of the above regions by: 

1.  Describing the human characteristics of the region. 

2.  Explaining the population distribution of the region. 

3.  Discussing advances in transportation that led to the 
development of cities in the region. 

4.  Describing how the region was settled and became separate 
countries. 
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5.  Explaining how the countries developed their economies. 

6.  Relating how the cultures of these countries developed. 

7.  Describing the lifestyles of a region; including the religion, 
health care, education, arts, life and leisure. 

8.  Relating how the lifestyle of this region compares to other 
regions. 

D.  Students will be able to show knowledge of each of the above 
regions today by: 

1.  Investigating the modern economic activity in the region. 

2.  Summarizing the role of trade and independence in the 
region. 

3.  Describing the transportation and communication systems 
of the region. 

4.  Explaining how human development has impacted the 
environment. 

5.  Recognizing the major challenges that have accompanied 
urban growth and possible solutions for them. 

6.  Explaining the current governmental system. 

7.  Explaining the current relationships of the countries in the 
region with other countries throughout the world. 

 
 


