
Course Title: Choir I or Beginning Choir 
Schools to Offer Course: All Junior High and Middle Schools 
Grade Level: 6, 7, or 8 
District Textbook Adoption: 
Performance literature as selected by the teacher 
Experiencing Choral Music 6-7, Beginning, Unison, two part, three part, and sight-singing 
Publisher: Glencoe Publishing 
Student ISBN:  0-07-861107-5 
Teacher ISBN:  0-07861105-9 

Course Description:   

The purpose of Choir I is to study vocal production of music fundamentals with focus on vocal 
techniques, choral techniques, music skills, repertoire, enjoyment through participation, organizational 
responsibilities, and improvement of the individual singing skills of the students so they will be able to 
perform music of at least grade one on a scale of 1 to 6. Emphasis will be placed on providing each 
student with positive growth experiences and a variety of performing experiences. This course is 
considered a preparatory course for progression into Choir II. 

General Course Objectives and Skills: 

PERFORMANCE – Students perform a varied repertoire of music alone and with others by: 

1. Singing independently and expressively. 
2. Singing in an ensemble while following a conductor. 
3. Singing descants (additional melody sung above the main melody to create harmony), partner 

songs, and three-part rounds. 
4. Singing more complex patriotic songs, folk songs, and multicultural selections. 
5. Singing with limited expression, breath control, and technical accuracy (with appropriate timbre, 

intonation, and diction, using the correct pitches and rhythms) throughout their singing ranges 
alone and with others. 

6. Singing repertoire written in unison and two parts, with accompaniment and teacher assistance, 
maintaining their own parts. 

READING MUSIC – Students read and notate music by: 

1. Reading whole, half, dotted half, quarter, and eighth notes and rests in duple and triple meter. 
2. Reading melodic patterns in the treble clef using solfege (a series of syllables indicating pitches, 

often accompanied by hand signals, used to indicate melodic placement within a scale. Ex: do, re, 
mi, fa, sol, la, ti, do), numbers and/or letters. 

3. Using complex music symbols (e.g. dynamics - degree of soft and loud, tempo - degree of slow 
and fast). 

4. Sight-reading simple rhythmic and melodic patterns. 
5. Notating simple rhythm and melody using standard symbols. 

LISTENING TO MUSIC – Students listen to, analyze, and describe music by: 

 

1. Using appropriate terminology to describe the uses of rhythm, melody, and musical forms in 
performance literature or aural examples. 



2. Beginning to analyze the role each person’s vocal part plays in the musical texture of performance 
literature. 

EVALUATING MUSIC – Students evaluate music and music performances by: 

1. Developing musical criteria for evaluating the quality and effectiveness of performances and 
compositions with teacher assistance. 

2. Evaluating the quality of their own and others’ performances, justifying their opinions with 
teacher assistance. 


