
Elko County School District 
Seventh Grade Language Arts Curriculum 

 
The Language Arts Curriculum for Elko County School District follows the four strands 
of the Nevada State Curriculum Standards. 
 
Reading/Vocabulary 
 
Students will begin to develop an increasing vocabulary as well as the understanding 
of word origins, which is vital to the development of reading skills.  Students will 
develop and increase awareness by reading a full spectrum of literary and nonfiction 
material.  They will learn that reading is a process involving an interaction among the 
reader, the text, and the context in which something is read.  It is an active process of 
building understanding rather than a passive process of simply recognizing words and 
ideas. 

 
A. Word Analysis Strategies 

1. Identify Greek/Latin roots, word origins, roots, structures, and 
context clues. 

2. Analyze idioms, analogies, metaphors, and similes. 
3. Compare and contrast the meanings of closely related words and 

the differences between literal and figurative language. 
 

B. Use Reading Skills and Strategies to Build Comprehension 
1. Develop background knowledge and evaluate predictions. 
2. Use predictions, inferences, and strategies to aid comprehension. 

 
C. Read to Comprehend, Interpret, and Evaluate Literature 

1. Identify literary elements such as character, theme, plot and 
subplot, imagery, point of view, mood/tone, and genre. 

 
D. Read to Comprehend, Interpret, and Evaluate Informational Texts 

1. Compare and contrast consumer materials. 
2. Paraphrase and synthesize information. 
3. Identify the development of an author’s argument. 
4. Identify unsupported inferences, faulty reasoning, and propaganda 

techniques. 
 
*Refer to NV Content Standards 1.0-4.0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Writing 
 
Students will learn that writing is a process that includes a variety of forms, audiences, 
and purposes.  This includes research skills, as well as exploration of the order of the 
world through writing with emphasis on the four traits of writing (voice, conventions, 
organization, ideas/content). 

 
A. Write a Variety of Texts that Inform, Persuade, Describe, Evaluate, or Tell 

a Story 
1. Write informative papers that have a structured beginning, middle 

and conclusion. 
2. Convert text into visual formats, such as graphic organizers, 

timelines, and story maps. 
3. Respond to literary selections. 
4. Write narratives, summaries, and position papers. 

 
B. Write with a Clear Focus and Logical Development 

1. Evaluate, revise, and edit for organization, style, tone, and word 
choice. 

2. Generate ideas for writing. 
3. Use organizing techniques. 
4. Write coherent compositions (revise, edit, produce, and publish). 

 
C. Use Standard English Grammar, Punctuation, and Spelling 

1. Identify parts of speech and use them correctly. 
2. Apply appropriate and correct rules of usage and grammar when 

writing. 
3. Identify and use correct verb tense. 

 
D. Use English Mechanics 

1. Apply correct punctuation, capitalization, and conventional spelling. 
2. Use varied sentence structure. 
3. Use hyphens and parentheses correctly. 

 
*Refer to NV Content Standards 5.0-7.0 
 
Listening, Speaking and Viewing 
 
Students should use language to communicate effectively, to become better informed, 
and to think critically.  Students will extract and evaluate information from various 
modes of language (speeches, advertising, films, multimedia). 

 
 
 

A. Listen to and Evaluate Oral Communication for Content, Style, Speaker’s 
Purpose, and Audience Appropriateness 



1. Interpret a speaker’s verbal and non-verbal messages, recognize 
colloquialisms and jargon, and follow multi-step oral directions. 

 
B. Speak Using Organization, Style, Tone, and Media Aids 

1. Use specific and varied vocabulary. 
2. Select and use public speaking techniques. 
3. Integrate media aids. 
4. Organize and deliver an oral presentation (persuasive). 
5. Read literary works aloud. 
6. Give multi-step directions. 

 
C. Participate in Discussions 

1. Provide constructive feedback. 
2. Distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information and 

develop logical arguments. 
 

• Refer to NV Content Standards 8.0-10.0 
 
 
 



Elko County School District 
Eighth Grade Language Arts Curriculum 

 
The Language Arts Curriculum for Elko County School District follows the four strands 
of the Nevada State Curriculum Standards. 
 
Reading/Vocabulary 
 
 
Students will achieve an increasing vocabulary as well as the understanding of word 
origins, which is vital to the development of reading skills.  Students will develop and 
increase awareness by reading a full spectrum of literature and printed material.  
They will learn that reading is a process involving an interaction among the reader, 
the text, and the context in which something is read.  It is an active process of 
building understanding rather than a passive process of simply recognizing words and 
ideas. 

 
A. Word Analysis Strategies 

• Apply knowledge of Greek/Latin roots, word origins, roots, 
structures, and context clues. 

• Analyze idioms, analogies, metaphors, and similies. 
 

B. Reading Process Skills and Strategies to Aid Comprehension 
• Locate essential information. 
• Verify predictions, draw conclusions, and make inferences. 
• Adjust reading rate to match purpose, task, and text difficulty. 

 
C. Read to Comprehend, Interpret, and Evaluate Literature 

• Evaluate story elements and make inferences and predictions. 
• Explain an author’s viewpoint and message. 
• Distinguish theme from topic. 
• Analyze imagery, figurative language, and tone/mood of various 

genres. 
 

D. Read to Comprehend, Interpret, and Evaluate Informational Texts 
• Use knowledge of text features and common expository structures 

to synthesize and comprehend text. 
 
*Refer to NV Content Standards 1.0-4.0 
 
 
Writing 
 
 
Students will learn that writing is a process that includes a variety of forms, 
audiences, and purposes.  This includes research skills, as well as exploration of the 
order of the world through writing with emphasis on the four traits of writing (voice, 



conventions, organization, ideas/content).  Students will demonstrate proficiency by 
successful completion of the writing proficiency examination. 

 
A. Write a Variety of Texts that Inform, Persuade, Describe, Evaluate, or Tell 

a Story 
• Write  informative papers, career and workplace communications, 

responses to literary selections, persuasive editorials, and essays. 
 

B. Write with a Clear Focus and Logical Development, Evaluate, Revise, and 
Edit for Organization, Style, Tone, and Word Choice 

• Generate ideas for writing. 
• Use organizing techniques. 
• Write coherent compositions. 
• Revise and edit. 

 
C. Use Standard English Grammar and Conventions 

• Apply the rules of usage and grammar. 
• Use internal and external punctuation correctly. 
• Apply rules of capitalization and demonstrate conventional spelling. 

 
*Refer to NV Content Standards 5.0-7.0 
 
Listening, Speaking and Viewing 
 
 
Students should use language to communicate effectively, to become better 
informed, and to think critically.  Students will extract and evaluate information from 
various modes of language (speeches, advertising, films, multimedia). 

 
 
 
 

A. Listen to and Evaluate Oral Communication for Content, Style, Speaker’s 
Purpose, and Audience Appropriateness 

• Identify and paraphrase a speaker’s main ideas and supporting 
evidence. 

• Evaluate content and delivery of oral presentations. 
 

B. Speak Using Organization, Style, Tone, and Media Aids 
• Use specific and varied vocabulary. 
• Select and use public speaking techniques. 
• Give clear and concise multi-step directions. 
 

C. Participate in Discussions 
• Participate in conversations and group discussions. 
• Ask for and provide specific evidence. 



• Apply understanding of agreed-upon rules and individual roles. 
• Express supported opinions while considering divergent viewpoints. 

 
* Refer to NV Content Standards 8.0-10.0 
 
 
Research 
 
Students must be able to use a variety of informational sources in order to strengthen 
arguments, draw conclusions, prove theories, and present facts. 

 
A. Use a Variety of Sources to Obtain Information, Weigh the Evidence, Draw 

Valid Conclusions, and Present Findings 
• Formulate questions and develop a clear statement of purpose. 
• Locate and select relevant information from multiple sources. 
• Document research sources, record information, organize, and present 

research findings. 
 
* Refer to NV Content Standard 11.0 



Elko County School District 
Ninth Grade Language Arts Curriculum 

 
The objectives for Language Arts in the Elko County School District follow the four 
strands of the Nevada Curriculum Standards in Language Arts.  The high school 
standards are organized under four areas of study – reading/literature, 
listening/speaking, writing and research.  
 
In grade 9, students demonstrate fluency in all areas of language arts.  The specific 
knowledge and skills listed in these areas are integrated and applied through the four 
language arts strands.  One semester of the 9th grade year will focus on grammar and 
writing, with the other semester focusing on literature. 
 
Writing 
 
Students will focus on sentence structure and paragraph construction culminating in 
essay writing with an emphasis on grammar.  Students will be introduced to writing of 
a more analytical tone. 

 
A. Paragraph Construction:  Students will be able to construct a 

paragraph with a topic sentence, supporting ideas, and 
clincher/concluding sentence, with unity, coherence, and 
elaboration. 

 
B. Writing Traits:  Students will be aware of and use the following 

writing traits:  Voice, Organization, Ideas and Content, 
Conventions, Sentence Fluency, and Word Use. 

 
C. Writing Process:  Students will be able to produce a paper using 

prewriting strategies, organizing, drafting, proofreading, revising, 
and finally publishing. 

 
D. Literary Analysis:  Students will analyze a short story to discover 

the important elements in a short story and how the author uses 
them, citing specific passages from the text to provide support for 
their thesis. 

 
E. Narrative Essay:  Students will write a personal reflection 

describing a personal experience in an interesting way.  They will 
consider purpose, audience, tone, and voice. 

 
F. Descriptive Essay:  Students will write to capture sensory details, 

factual details, and figurative details, using elaboration and vivid 
word choice. 

 
G. Comparison/Contrast Essay:  Students will compare and contrast 



two subjects by determining relevant features, forming a thesis, 
using the block method or the point-by-point method as well as 
using comparative and superlative forms. 

 
H. Students will establish criteria for self and peer evaluation of written 

text. 
 
Reading/Literature/Vocabulary 
 
 
Students will learn reading strategies to predict meanings of new words to insure 
comprehension.  Students will use the different parts of a dictionary effectively.  They 
will use specific and varied vocabulary and apply Standard English to communicate 
ideas.  Students will apply knowledge of syntax and literary allusions to acquire an 
understanding of new words and to comprehend text.  Students will identify the 
power, logic, reasonableness, and audience-appeal of arguments proposed in texts.  
They will read and/or listen to apply multi-step directions to perform complex 
procedures and tasks. 

 
 

A. Students will read and analyze a variety of poetry and literature. 
a. Identify and characteristics that distinguish literary forms. 
b. Use literary terms in describing and analyzing selections. 
c. Explain the relationships between and among elements of 

literature:  characters, plot, setting, tone, point of view, and theme. 
d. Explain the relationship between author’s style and literary effect. 
e. Describe the use of images and sounds to elicit the reader’s 

emotions. 
f. Explain the influence of historical context on the form, style, and 

point of view of a written work. 
g. Evaluate literature for historical significance and understand 

connections between culture and literary works. 
 

B. Students will read and analyze a variety of print materials. 
• Identify a hypothesis to be confirmed, disproved, or modified. 
• Evaluate clarity and accuracy of information. 
• Synthesize information from sources and apply it in written and oral 

presentations. 
• Identify questions not answered by a selected text. 
• Extend general and specialized vocabulary through reading and 

writing. 
• Read and follow instructions to perform tasks, to utilize or access 

computer software, to assemble or to construct models or 
equipment, or to complete a project. 

 
 



 C. Students will read dramatic selections. 
• Compare and contrast the elements of character, setting, and plot 

in one-act plays and full-length plays.  
• Describe how stage directions help the reader understand a play’s 

setting, mood, characters, plot, and theme. 
 
Speaking and Listening 
 
Students will listen to, apply and give multi-step directions to perform complex 
procedures and tasks.  We will encourage verbal usage of varied vocabulary and 
apply Standard English to communicate ideas.  Students will read aloud or recite 
literary, dramatic, and original works.  They will participate in problem-solving 
conversations or group discussions by identifying, synthesizing, and evaluating data 
to reach possible options. 

 
 

A. Students will use inferential and critical thinking to create spoken responses 
to a variety of texts across the curriculum.  

 
B. Students will analyze spoken tests to determine accuracy, bias, point of view, 

plots and subplots, assumptions and their intent and purpose. 
 

C. Students will demonstrate a rich vocabulary through speaking. 
 

D. Students will engage in group discussions. 
 
Research 
 
Students will write a research paper that develops a thesis, contains information 
selected from at least three sources, and conforms to an appropriate style manual.  
The students will locate, organize, interpret, and synthesize information in multiple 
primary and secondary sources to support ideas and positions.  They will evaluate 
possible sources of information for credibility and usefulness, as well as cite sources 
of information using a standard method of documentation to avoid plagiarism. 

 
B. Students will analyze and synthesize information from a variety of sources to 

produce reports and papers.  
• Formulate research questions. 
• Select and evaluate sources representing a variety of perspectives. 
• Narrow a topic. 
• Cite sources. 
• Gather additional information as needed. 

 
C. Students will credit the sources of both quoted and paraphrased material. 

• Define the meaning and consequences of plagiarism. 



• Distinguish one’s own ideas from information created or discovered by 
others. 

• Use the MLA method for citing secondary sources. 
 

D. Students will use electric databases to access information. 
• Identify key terms. 
• Narrow the focus of a search. 
• Scan and select resources. 



Elko County School District 
Tenth Grade Language Arts Curriculum 

 
The objectives for Language Arts in the Elko County School District follow the four 
strands of the Nevada Curriculum Standards in Language Arts.  The high school 
standards are organized under four areas of study – reading/literature, 
listening/speaking, writing and research.  
 
In grade 10, students demonstrate fluency in all areas of language arts.  The specific 
knowledge and skills listed in these areas are integrated and applied through the four 
language arts strands.  One semester of the 10th grade year will focus on grammar, 
writing, and oral communication, with the other semester focusing on literature. 
 
Writing 
 
Students will write in a variety of forms with an emphasis on persuasive writing. 

 
A. Students will write a coherent/cohesive multi-paragraph essay 

incorporating the writing traits. 
a. Develop a variety of writings with an emphasis on exposition. 
b. Organize ideas into a logical sequence with an effective 

introduction and conclusion. 
c. Revise writing for clarity and content of presentation. 
d. Edit final copies for correct use of language, spelling, punctuation, 

grammar, and capitalization. 
e. Use peer-editing to suggest how writing might be improved. 

 
B. Students will use writing to interpret, analyze, and evaluate ideas. 

a. Explain concepts contained in literature and other disciplines. 
b. Translate concepts into simpler or more easily understood terms. 

 
C. Students will use inferential and critical thinking to create written 

responses to a variety of texts across the curriculum. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reading/Literature/Vocabulary 
 
Students will recognize word parts and demonstrate an ability to combine these parts 
to form new words.  They will use context clues to determine meanings.  Students will 
explain the difference between connotative and denotative meaning.  They will also 
define selected vocabulary words used in literary selections. 
 
Students will reinforce knowledge of syntax and literary allusions to strengthen an 
understanding of new words and to comprehend text.  They will demonstrate pre-
reading strategies such as accessing prior knowledge, predicting, previewing, and 
setting a purpose to increase comprehension.  Students will incorporate repair 
strategies into student’s daily assignments to enhance reading comprehension.  They 
will also analyze the power, logic and reasonableness, and audience appeal of 
arguments proposed in texts.  And finally students will read and/or listen to apply 
multi-step directions to perform complex procedures and tasks. 

 
A. Students will read and critique literary works from various genres. 

a. Identify universal themes prevalent in the literature of all cultures. 
b. Evaluate literature for historical significance and understand 

connections between culture and literary works. 
c. Identify and apply the use of rhyme, rhythm, sound, and figurative 

language to convey a message in poetry. 
d. Understand the ways in which authors inspire the reader to share 

emotions expressed in their works. 
 

B. Students will read and critique dramatic selections. 
• Explain the use of dramatic devices such as asides, soliloquy and 

stage directions and their significance in the role of director and 
staging. 

• Compare and contrast character development in a play to that of 
other literary forms. 

 
C. Students will recognize, evaluate, and demonstrate variations in intent, 

purpose and audience in written text. 
 
D. Students will expand a rich vocabulary through experiences with varied, 

meaningful texts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Speaking and Listening and Research 
 
Emphasis will be on persuasive speaking so that it will align with persuasive writing 
on the same grade level.  Students will apply communication skills that inform, 
persuade, and entertain.  Students will participate in problem solving conversations or 
group discussions by identifying, synthesizing, and evaluating data.  Students will 
negotiate to arrive at a consensus by proposing and examining possible options.  
Students will identify and practice techniques such as setting time limits for speakers 
and deadlines for decision-making to improve productivity of group discussions.  
Finally, students will be able to justify a position using logic and refuting opposing 
viewpoints. 
 
Students will write a persuasive research paper that develops a thesis, contains 
information selected from at least three sources, and conforms to an appropriate style 
manual that culminates in oral persuasive presentation.  Students will locate, 
organize, interpret, and synthesize information in multiple primary and secondary 
sources to support ideas and positions.  Students will evaluate possible sources of 
information for credibility and usefulness.  Students will cite sources of information 
using a standard method of documentation to avoid plagiarism. 

 
E. Students will recognize and demonstrate qualities of effective oral 

communications.  
a. Arrange information in a clear and coherent manner. 
b. Speak confidently on various topics with clarity and knowledge. 
c. Gauge the impact of communications on an audience. 
d. Listen, question, and respond appropriately during conferences, 

interviews, and discussions. 
  
F. Students will create and deliver oral presentations for specific audiences.  

a. Organize evidence to support a position. 
b. Use relevant details to support main ideas. 
c. Illustrate main ideas through anecdotes and examples. 
d. Cite information sources. 
e. Make impromptu responses to questions about presentations. 
f. Evaluate impact of presentation. 
g. Select major points from written research, prioritize pertinent 

information, and present a persuasive speech. 
h. Select appropriate topics for speaking. 
i. Select and use appropriate strategies to plan spoken products in all 

content areas. 
 
G. Students will analyze and evaluate formal persuasive presentations. 
  
H. Students will establish criteria for self and peer-evaluation of spoken texts. 

 
 



I. The student will collect, evaluate, and organize information to produce 
persuasive documents for presentation. 

• Organize information from a variety of sources. 
• Formulate research questions. 
• Narrow a topic. 
• Verify the accuracy and usefulness of information. 
• Evaluate sources representing a variety of perspectives. 
• Use available technology. 
• Edit final copy for correct use of language, format, spelling, 

punctuation, and capitalization. 



Elko County School District 
Eleventh Grade English Language Arts Curriculum 

 
Writing 
 
The student will write in a variety of forms with an emphasis on exposition, persuasion, 
cause/effect format, and application formats and will continue to utilize the writing 
process.   Student will continue to employ the writing strategies and writing process. 
 

A. The student will write, revise, and edit personal and business correspondence to 
a standard acceptable in the work place and higher education.  The student will 
hone his/her revising and editing skills. 

• Apply a variety of planning strategies to generate and organize ideas.   

• Organize information to support the purpose of the writing.   

• Present information in a logical manner.   

• Revise writing for clarity.  

•  Edit final copies for correct use of language, spelling, punctuation, and 
capitalization.   

• Use available technology.   

B. The student will use writing to interpret, analyze, and evaluate the ideas of 
others.   

C. The student will use inferential and critical thinking to create written responses to 
a variety of texts across the curriculum.   

D. The student will recognize and demonstrate qualities of effective communication.  

 Reading/Literature 

The student will read and analyze relationships among American literature, history, and 
culture by reading a variety of print material including classical literature, contemporary 
literature, works from various American cultures, and real-world texts. 

A.  American Literature 

• Describe contributions of different cultures to the development of American 
literature.   

• Describe the development of American literature in the 17th, 18th, 19th, and 
20th centuries.   

• Contrast periods in American literature.   



• Differentiate among archetypal characters in American literature.   

• Describe the major themes in American literature.   

• Describe how use of context and language structures conveys an author’s 
point of view in contemporary and historical essays, speeches, and critical 
reviews.   

• Evaluate the impact of literary elements in the various genres, such as 
conflict, irony, images, and figures of speech, theme and characterization. 

B. Professional and Technical Reading 

• Evaluate student and or professional models of writing geared toward college 
admissions, scholarship applications, and/or employment applications.  

• Read and follow directions to complete an application for college admission, 
for a scholarship, or for employment.   

C. The student will read and critique a variety of poetry. 

• Analyze the poetic elements of classic poems.   

• Identify the poetic elements and techniques that are most appealing and that 
make poetry enjoyable.   

• Compare and contrast the works of contemporary and past American poets.   

D. The student will expand a rich vocabulary through experiences with varied, 
meaningful texts.  

E. The student will demonstrate confidence, independence, and flexibility in the 
strategic use of syntax and semantics and other conventions of language for 
reading a range of simple to complex print. 

Listening and Speaking 
Students will participate in problem solving conversations or group discussions by 
identifying, synthesizing, and evaluating data.  They will negotiate to arrive at 
consensus by proposing and examining possible options.  Students will justify a position 
using logic and refuting opposing viewpoints and will use specific and varied vocabulary 
and apply Standard English to communicate ideas. 

A. The student will recognize and demonstrate qualities of effective communication. 

• Arrange information in a clear and coherent manner.   

• Speak confidently on various topics with clarity and knowledge.   

• Gauge the impact of communications on audience.   



• Negotiate to arrive at consensus by proposing and examining possible 
options. 

• Justify a position using logic to refute opposing viewpoints. 
 
Research 
 
Our students will write a cross-curricular research paper that develops a thesis, contains 
information selected from three to five sources, and conforms to an appropriate style 
manual that culminates in an oral presentation.  They will locate, organize, interpret, and 
secondary sources to support ideas and positions.  They will evaluate possible sources 
of information for credibility and usefulness.  They will also cite sources of information 
using a standard method of documentation to avoid plagiarism. 

A. The student will analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and organize information from a 
variety of sources into a documented paper dealing with a question, problem, or 
issue. 

• Narrow a topic 

• Develop a plan for research. 

• Collect information to support a thesis. 

• Evaluate quality and accuracy of information.   

• Synthesize information in a logical sequence.  

• Distinguish one’s own ideas from those of others.   

• Document sources of information using a style sheet format, such as MLA or 
APA.   

• Revise writing for clarity of content.   

• Edit final copy for correct use of language, format, spelling, punctuation, and 
capitalization. 

• Use available technology.   
B. The student will use a variety of strategies to facilitate learning and to apply 

previous knowledge to new situations. 
 
 

C. The student will assimilate and synthesize information from various sources and 
convey it clearly to others. 

• Use reading processes to understand information.   

• Use strategies to organize information and analyze topics.  





Elko County School District 
Twelfth Grade Language Arts Curriculum 

 
The objectives for Language Arts in the Elko County School District follow the four 
strands of the Nevada Curriculum Standards in Language Arts.  The high school 
standards are organized under four areas of study – reading/literature, 
listening/speaking, writing and research.  
 
In grade 12, students demonstrate fluency in all areas of language arts.  The specific 
knowledge and skills listed in these areas are integrated and applied through the four 
language arts strands.  Students will read and analyze selections from British Literature 
and writing skills will continue to be emphasized.  Students will have the choice between 
Senior English for the Workplace and/or British Literature.  
 
Writing 
 
Students will write in a variety of forms with an emphasis on exposition, persuasion, 
cause/effect format, and employment/academic-related applications.  The writing 
traits and process will continue to be emphasized.  Students will write, revise, and edit 
personal and business correspondence to a standard acceptable in the workplace 
and/or higher education. 

 
A. Students will compose in a variety of genres and evaluate for 

effectiveness. 
 
B. Students will develop expository and technical writings. 

a. Consider audience and purpose when planning for writing. 
b. Present ideas in a logical sequence. 
c. Elaborate ideas clearly and accurately. 
d. Revise writing for depth of information and technique of presentation. 
e. Edit final copies for correct use of language and mechanics using 

available technology. 
f. Complete applications, including personal essays. 
g. Develop resumes. 
h. Practice and utilize technical workplace writing such as business 

letters, memos, bulletins, messages, instructions, summaries, and 
short reports. 

 
C. Students will use inferential and critical thinking to create written 

responses to a variety of texts across the curriculum and use writing to 
interpret, analyze, and evaluate the ideas of others.  
 

 
 
 
Reading/Literature/Vocabulary 



 
Students will read and analyze selections from British Literature, history, and culture 
utilizing a variety of printed material including classical literature, contemporary 
literature, works from various British genres, and real-world texts. 

 
A. Students will read and analyze selections from British Literature and 

identify universal themes of other cultures, relating them to personal 
experience. 

e. Recognize major literary forms and techniques. 
f. Recognize the characteristics of major chronological eras. 
g. Relate literary works and authors to major themes and issues of 

specific eras. 
h. Examine a literary selection from several critical perspectives.  

 
B. Students will read and evaluate a variety of printed material. 
 
C. Students will read and critique a variety of poetry. 

a. Explain how the word choice in a poem relates to the speaker. 
b. Explain how the sound of a poem (rhyme, rhythm, onomatopoeia, 

repetition, alliteration, assonance, and parallelism, etc.) supports 
the subject and mood. 

c. Explain how imagery and figures of speech (personification, simile, 
and metaphor, etc.) relate to the reader’s senses and experiences. 

d. Compare and contrast traditional and contemporary works of poets 
from many cultures. 

 
D. Students will read and critique dramatic selections. 

a. Compare and contrast ways in which dialogue and staging 
contribute to the theme. 

b. Identify the effective elements of selected plays. 
 

E. Students will continue to develop a rich vocabulary through experiences 
with a variety of texts. 

 
Listening and Speaking 
 
The student will recognize and demonstrate qualities of effective oral communication. 

 
J. Students will listen critically and ask appropriate questions to clarify the 

viewpoints of others in discussions and/or interviews.  
a. Analyze and synthesize information from various sources. 
b. Respond appropriately during conferences and interviews. 

  
K. Students will use verbal and nonverbal presentation skills to deliver formal 

presentations.  
a. Choose the purpose of the presentation:  to defend a position, to 



entertain an audience, or to explain information. 
b. Use a well-structured narrative or logical argument. 
c. Use elements such as details, illustrations, statistics, comparisons, and 

analogies to a position. 
 
L. Students will use visual aids or technology to support and enhance the 

presentation. 
 
Research 
 
Students will write a research paper that develops a thesis, contains information 
selected form three to five sources, and conforms to an appropriate style manual. 
 

A. Students will write a documented research paper. 
a. Evaluate the accuracy and usefulness of information. 
b. Synthesize information to support the thesis. 
c. Present information in a logical manner. 
d. Understand the seriousness and consequences of plagiarism. 
e. Cite sources of information using MLA documentation. 
f. Edit for correct use of language and mechanics. 

 
 B. Students will use available technology. 

 
 

  
 


