AP World History
Summer Reading and Important Contact Information
Summer 2016

Welcome to the world of AP! Expect a challenge. Expect to work hard, but also expect to reap all the rewards that
the Advanced Placement program has to offer including:

* development of the skills you will need to succeed in college—reading, thinking, and writing
* possible college credit (depending on how you score on the AP exam and on where you go to college)
* and, yes, an extra quality point on your GPA

However, in order to reap all the benefits listed above, be aware that you will be challenged academically and,
therefore, you will have to be willing to work! Bear in mind that you will be a high school sophomore enrolled in a
course that is designed for a college freshman. Be willing to work and be willing to seek extra help when necessary.
Be prepared to READ AND TAKE NOTES (on reading and in class)—carefully and thoughtfully and to review
regularly! That’s what you have to do in a college history class, but the analytical reading skills, effective note taking
skills, and the essay writing skills that you should be sharpening throughout the year are among the most important
skills that you will develop during your high school years. They will help you throughout the rest of high school,
throughout college and beyond. Many former AP World students have come back and affirmed how much AP
courses prepared them for the rigors of college!

As a student embarking on this academic journey, you are expected to jumpstart your quest with a summer reading
assignment. Your assignment will be based on reading the rest of Amy Chua’s Day of Empire. You will have to
take notes as you did on Chapters 1 & 2 this past spring in Honors Humanities, and you will need to write an essay
comparing two of the empires in the book. In addition, you will take a quiz over your reading during the first week of
school (you can use your notes on the quiz—but if those notes are not thorough, they won’t help that much).

See the complete assignment attached here (NOTE THAT THERE ARE 3 PARTS TO IT). The complete
assignment will also be posted the Lassiter website and on our blogs at www.lhsblogs.typepad.com/lyons/ and
www.lhsblogs.typepad.com/minich/. During summer break, we are always available to help students via email.
Students and parents may feel free to email either of us with questions at sally.lyons@cobbkl2.org or
chris.minich@cobbk12.org. We will answer you as quickly as possible. If you email, please include summer
assignment in the subject line. One last note—please do not wait until a few days before school starts to complete
this assignment. Pace yourself and do quality work—you will get much more out of it that way. This is a book that
you CAN read a chapter at a time so you can spread the reading out without needing to go back and review what you
read before even if you haven’t picked the book up for a week or so. This should allow you the flexibility to work the
reading around your summer activities.

Have a great summer, and we are looking forward to seeing you in August!
Ms. Lyons & Mr. Minich

ONE LAST NOTE—we will be using another book as parallel reading throughout the year. You may want to
pick it up at some point during the summer since you will need it in the first few weeks of the school year. The book
is The Human Web: A Bird’s Eye View of History by JR McNeill and William McNeill. It’s available online at
Amazon and Barnes & Noble (both new and used). Any regular bookstore can order it, and several schools around
here have used it in AP World so you also may be able to find it at a local used bookstore.



Day of Empire Assignment (note that there are three parts to this assignment)

1. Reading and notes. Read the rest of the book—chapters 3-12 (If you are a student new to Lassiter or did not
take Honors Humanities, you will need to read the entire book including the preface, introduction, and
chapters 1-12).

Take notes using the same format you used this past semester on the first chapters. The directions for
that assignment are copied below

What should you do with the reading?

Basically you are going to read carefully and take thoughtful, thorough notes in a simplified Cornell style. In your notebook, you
should draw a vertical line down each page so that 2/3 of the page is on the left-hand side of the line and 1/3 of the page is
on the right-hand side. See below for an example as well as some direction on your note taking.

*  On the left hand side--for each chapter, take notes on the historical *  On the right hand side you
information relating to each empire. Do make sure that you should include your
address any of the following that are included in the chapter: reflections on the reading.
This would include any AP
» the main ideas of each chapter World History theme that
the information on the left
» specifics on tolerance is related to (and an

indication of HOW it is
related). I have included

» specifics on “glue” (you may need to review the those themes on the back
introduction to the book since this concept is explained side of the letter.
there) * It may also include your
thoughts about things like
» specifics on requirements for the establishment of the comparisons or changes
empire over time

* It may also include
questions that you may have

» specifics on the rise of the empire *  On this side you also need
to note ANY new

» specifics regarding the successes of the empire at its vocabulary (not the terms
height directly related to

history...include that on

the left hand side. You

» specifics on the decline and fall of the empire should be noting general
vocab that is new to you
here) and you should
briefly define those words
(you will need to look them
up!) EXPANDING YOUR
VOCABULARY IS
CRUCIALLY
IMPORTANT TO YOUR
SUCCESS IN AP
CLASSES, ON THE SAT
AND OTHER COLLEGE
ENTRANCE EXAMS,
AND IN COLLEGE IN
GENERAL.

*  You may also want to
include basic hand drawn
mini-maps (as needed)




2. Essay: After you have completed the notebook, you will then select any empire from “Part One”
(Achaemenid Persia and Rome are fair game here, too) and any empire from “Part Two” of the
book. Write a compare and contrast essay covering the similarities and differences in each
empire. Your finished essay must have each of the following:

An introductory paragraph and a thesis

direct comparisons and direct contrasts (minimum of two each)

evidence supporting each comparison or contrast (you must have evidence from EACH

empire)

analysis—you must discuss a reason for each similarity and difference

and a concluding paragraph.
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Note—think about all of these components and what you learned about each empire. If you put
some thought into it before you choose your empires, it should make the essay easier to write. If
you don’t plan it first, you may find that you can’t find the evidence you need for both empires!

Write your essay on standard loose leaf notebook paper. The finished essay should be between
three and six pages (single spaced) and must be handwritten in ink. Sorry—no typing this
essay on your computer. You are going to have to write many essays in class by hand so it’s best
to get used to it now ©

3. Quiz: You will also take a quiz on the book during the first week of school. It will be worth 25
points and will include any mix of multiple choice and short answer questions. You will be able to
use your notebook on the quiz so QUALITY NOTES will help.

Scoring:

A. Notebook—50 points
* 45 points—based on the quality of your notes
* 5 points—based on whether you followed the directions. EMAIL ME IF YOU
HAVE QUESTIONS.

B. Essay—25 points
* Remember—your essay must be handwritten (and legible!!). Make sure you follow
the directions above.

C. Quiz—25 points

Total: 100 point major grade



THEMES AND AP WORLD HISTORY

Students in this course must learn to think about history thematically. The College Board identifies five overarching themes that
are developed with more specific sub-themes. These themes serve as a basis for organizing history providing unifying threads
throughout the course to help students relate what is particular about each time period or society to a “big picture” of history. The
themes also provide a way to organize comparisons across time and space as well as a way to analyze change and continuity over

time.

1. S =Development and transformation of social structures. Specific themes are:
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Gender roles and relations
Family and kinship

Racial and ethnic constructions
Social and economic classes

2. P =political (State-building, expansion, and conflict). Specific themes are:
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Political structures and forms of governance

Empires

Nations and nationalism

Revolts and revolutions

Regional, trans-regional, and global structures and organizations

3. I=Interaction between humans and the environment. Specific themes are:
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Demography and disease
Migration

Patterns of settlement
Technology

4. C=Development and interaction of cultures. Specific themes are:
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Religions

Belief systems, philosophies, and ideologies
Science and technology

The arts and architecture

5. E = Creation, expansion, and interaction of economic systems. Specific themes are:
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Agricultural and pastoral production
Trade and commerce

Labor systems

Industrialization

Capitalism and socialism



