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Welcome to Honors Dramatic Writing! 
 

We want to welcome you to the inaugural year of our newest English class for seniors; Honors Dramatic 
Writing! We are really excited to offer this course; we think we’ll learn a lot and have a lot of fun along the 
way. With a positive attitude, an open mind, and strong work ethic, we know you will have a successful year in 
H. Dramatic Writing!  If you have any questions about the assignment or the class, please email 
Diana.Bishop@cobbk12.org, Alora.Earwood@cobbk12.org, or Beth.Morgan@cobbk12.org.  We’ll see you 
soon! 
  

This summer you will be reading “Rita Hayworth and the Shawshank Redemption” by Stephen King (this 
novella is available as a PDF on one of our blogs or in the collection by King Different Seasons. Additionally, 
you’ll be reading the script for the story’s movie – The Shawshank Redemption. Ideally, you would have hard 
copies (printed from our blogs – see below) but realistically, it is A LOT to print, so if you want to read it on 
your computer and make notes (to mimic annotations) while you read that is totally acceptable, just be sure to 
indicate your page and paragraph number so that we can all understand each other. 

 

Please read these texts in the order we suggest – the source material (novella) first and THEN read 
the screenplay. We’re sure many of you have seen the excellent film, but we encourage you not to 
watch it this summer. We have some interesting activities planned to go along with the watching of 
the film. Please be ready to discuss your summer reading no later than the THIRD day of school 

(Wednesday, August 5th).  
 
There are a couple of tasks we would like for you to do in addition to your readings. 
 

1. As you’re reading “Rita Hayworth and the Shawshank Redemption” for mental images of the 
characters and decide what contemporary star you would cast to play the role (DO NOT use 
people who are in the movie – they are currently all too old to play the parts they played in 

the film). 
2. Decide if there are any parts of the novella that you would omit in a film or if there are long 

sections of text that could be conveyed quickly visually – make notes of these. 

3. While you are reading the screenplay decide if you would change your original casting 
selections – if you would, give the new character/actor and explain the reason for your 
change. 

4. At the end, assess the accuracy of the representation of the novella in the screenplay. You 
should address what (if anything) you would have done differently than Darabont did. 

 
 

 
Summative Assessments:  You may have a test and/or a graded discussion and/or an in-class write 
after the semester begins.   
 
 
Diana Bishop: diana.bishop@cobbk12.org   www.lhsblogs.typepad.com/bishop 
 
Alora Earwood: alora.earwood@cobbk12.org  www.lhsblogs.typepad.com/earwood 
 
Beth Morgan: beth.morgan@cobbk12.org   www.lhsblogs.typepad.com/morgan 
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