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Welcome to AP English Language and Composition! 
 

We want to welcome you to AP Language! It is such a great class; you’re in for a real treat!  Our goal is to make 
you a savvy reader and writer, plus working toward that goal is going to be a lot of fun. With a positive 
attitude, an open mind, and strong work ethic, we know you will have a successful year in AP English!  If you 
have any questions about the assignment or the class, please email Beth.Morgan@cobbk12.org.  We’ll see you 
soon - 
  

This summer you will be reading On Writing: a Memoir of the Craft by Stephen King (this book is available for 
purchase at bookstores or online – it is worth noting that you will need a physical book as an ebook won’t 
suitable for the task). There are several cover styles available – any will be fine. 

 

Read On Writing and annotate. Please complete the following assignments, they are due no later 
than class time on Friday, August 7th.  
 

The “First Forward” and continuing through the entire “C.V.” section 
Task #1. This is a non-fiction text, but it often reads like a novel. To tell his story, King uses literary 
elements (i.e. imagery, dialogue, figurative language) which we often associate with fictional 
pieces. Identify THREE passages in which King uses such elements especially effectively. Explain 
the element he uses and why it is effective. (Yes, you should write the quote, cite the page and 
explain your thinking.)  

 

The “Toolbox” section 
Task #2. Create a writer’s toolbox for yourself. Identify FIVE rules of writing that King discusses 
(write the rule, cite the page), which you think are important or interesting. As you select them, 
think about your own strengths and weaknesses as a writer. Please number your selections 1 – 5. 
Next add an additional FIVE rules which you have either practiced or been taught throughout your 
school career. For example, “don’t begin a sentence with and.” In class we’ll discuss the merit of 
these various rules.  

 
The “On Writing” section 

Task #3. How does King feel about writing? How do you know? Choose THREE key passages from 
this section (yes, again, write them down and cite them) in which King defines writing, either 
directly or figuratively. In your own words, restate King’s point about writing in the passage and 
why you think this point is important and/or interesting. 

 
The “On Living: A Postscript” 

Task #4. This task does not pertain to just this section of the book. Rather, explain your opinion of 
King as both a writer and a person. Would you consider reading one of his books now, for 
example? (If you have read his books prior to this assignment, has your opinion of the author 
changed? If so, how?) What do you think King’s purpose was in writing this book? Support your 
answers to both questions with evidence from the text.  

 

Our purpose with this book is to introduce you to and engage you in the memoir form. Beyond that, 
King’s “Toolbox”, “On Writing”, and “On Living” sections should offer ideas about how to elevate your 

own writing and analysis skills.  
 

 

Summative Assessments:  You may have a test and/or a graded discussion and/or an in-class write 
after the semester begins.   
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