
2020 AP Seminar Summer Assignments 

1. As a requirement for the class next year, please purchase The Bedford 
Researcher (5th edition), edited by Michael Palmquist, a text you will use in AP 
Seminar and in AP Research.  There are currently multiple used copies on 
Amazon.com: 

 

2. Over the summer, please read the 6 stimulus texts from Performance Task 2 on 
the 2015 exam, which can be found using the following link:  

https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-seminar-performance-
task-2-2015-locked.pdf 

Note: the task directions preceding these texts have been modified the last two years 
by the College Board and are no longer current, but they will give you an idea of 
what is involved in performance task 2, one of the three components that will 
comprise your AP score. The texts are:  

1. Can You Make Yourself Smarter? 
2. From The Science of Genius 
3. Why is Dancing So Good for Your Brain? 
4. From Is Coding the New Literacy?  
5. From Mapping the Bilingual Brain 
6. From Book II: Locke’s Essay Concerning Human Understanding: Of Ideas 

Please print and physically annotate all 6 texts (highlight and take notes in the 
margins).  

Additionally, complete the response form below for 3 texts. Feel free to copy/ paste 
this format into MS Word to use as you type your responses. Please type all 
responses.  ** The format below may not be an accurate indication of space needed for 
responses. Since you will be providing a citation in APA style, you may want to 
reference the following helpful webpage:  

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/   

If you have any questions or issues regarding the assignment, please email me over 
the summer at hilary.minich@cobbk12.org 



 

Title of Text: 

Author: 

Date of Publication: 

 

 Identify the argument or thesis evident in the text (1-2 sentences): 

 

 

 What claims or main points does the author make in order to arrive at a 
conclusion? (approx. 1 paragraph)  

 

 

 Evaluate the author’s use of evidence in the article: (determine if the 
evidence provided was substantive and credible; provide a few examples of 
strong evidence in your evaluation) (approx. 1 paragraph) 

 

 

 Using easybib or citationmachine.net, provide an APA citation of the article:  


