
The Andromeda Strain 

STEM Honor’s Biology – Summer Reading Assignment 

Questions? Please contact Meredith Koester, the STEM Honor’s Bio teacher Meredith.Koester@cobbk12.org   

✓ Purchase/borrow Michael Crichton’s, The Andromeda Strain.  

✓ The novel is divided into five days and you will have an outside research/reading prompt for each 

‘day’ of the book. Because this is a STEM Honor’s course, your responses should be free from 

typos/errors, use complete sentences, and consist of paragraphs containing 8 or more sentences. 

All citations should be in APA format. 

✓  If you do not know how to do APA citations, there are countless resources available online for you.

            

Day 1 
▪ The book references the postwar period (late 1940’s) as the time of biologic research spurred by 

the discovery of antibiotics. There are multiple biological/medicinal discoveries mentioned that occurred after 

the initial antibiotic discovery (tranquilizers, kidney transplants, etc.). Choose ONE of the items mentioned and 

provide a two paragraph summary of the discovery of this item. You should include who was involved, how the 

discovery occurred, other health/science-related concepts the discovery of this item helped better understand, current 

ramifications of this initial discovery, and anything else you feel is important. Be sure to include APA references.  

Day 2 

▪ The novel discusses how initially, there was a large focus on sterilizing equipment from planet Earth but later, there 

was a focus on decontaminating equipment returning to Earth to avoid bringing extraterrestrial contaminants back. 

Find a scientific article outlining the current NASA decontamination procedures/protocols and write a two 

paragraph summary & reflection. One paragraph should be a summary of the article and one paragraph should 

be a reflection. The reflection should include your overall thoughts, what surprised you, what confused you, what 

additional recommendations you may have, etc. Be sure to include the APA citation for the article you chose.  

 

▪ By the end of Day 2, we have been introduced to all 5 members of the Wildfire team. List each member, their 

current profession, their titles, accolades, and other previous research they’ve completed. Then provide a one 

paragraph response reflecting on which of their professions most interests you & why.  

Day 3 

▪ The book states that only 3% of bacteria produce human disease and that the rest are harmless or beneficial. List 

five specific helpful bacteria species and explain specifically how each species is helpful and to what 

organism(s). Be sure to include APA references.   

Day 4 

▪ In this section, we are informed of the genetic makeup of the Andromeda Strain. We are told that this organism 

contains the four major elements found in all living things. What are these four elements and what is their 

purpose in the human body? Be sure to include APA references. 

Day 5 

▪ The novel discusses the Andromeda Strain in more detail during day 4 and then its subsequent mutation resulting in 

the surprising ending that occurs during day 5. In one paragraph, summarize the Andromeda strain in detail. Be 

sure to include structures, functions, composition, reproduction, and mutation capabilities.  

 

 All responses are to be typed & submitted in THIS MICROSOFT FORM by 11:59pm on 8/8 

mailto:Meredith.Koester@cobbk12.org
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=-x3OL5-ROEmquMR_D8kYLQGDGGw4KzlLqDp9N_UWIGVUN0NEUTNKTklVVVBQQVdMUU4yQUpDTkdRMi4u

