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TO:   All New Designs Charter School Parents/Guardians  DATE: January 26, 2021 

FROM:  Stephen Gyesaw, Ed.D.                                                                                                                     
New Designs Charter School Principal 

SUBJECT: ADDITIONAL TIME FOR STUDENTS TO INCREASE PROFICIENCY-FALL 2020 GRADES 

In response to the consequences of the coronavirus pandemic, this communication provides information 
to all parents/guardians on the school’s efforts to ensure secondary students meet and grow in proficiency 
through the lens of equity and empathy. 

The school institutes a temporary “in-progress” policy after the Fall 2020 semester in order to give 
students receiving an “F” mark an additional time to increase proficiency. 

• All “Fail” marks will be automatically converted to “Incompletes” or “I” as the academic 
mark in order to extend the time students have to improve their grade(s). 

• Students will complete missing assignments to increase learning and improve their grades 
through January 29, 2021. 

• Students who need additional support to complete their work will be afforded support without 
being overloaded by new courses. 

• Students who have demonstrated proficiency can participate in enrichment, service-learning 
for credit, or cooperative learning projects to build community in the classroom. 

• Teachers and students will have the opportunity to build relationships and focus on Social 
Emotional Learning 

All students that are earning one or more fails at the end of fall semester will receive an “incomplete” for 
those courses. 

• For each student receiving an Incomplete mark, teachers of record will complete the 
Incomplete form, outlining assignments the student must complete to demonstrate proficiency 
and earn a passing mark. 

• Student and parent will sign (or type) and return the Incomplete form to the principal or 
designee 

• All assignments will be turned in by the student by January 29, 2021, and graded by the 
teacher of record by February 15th, unless there is mutual agreement for an extension between 
the teacher and the student. 

• Teacher will complete the change of grade request based on student work no later than 
February 15th, or no later than two weeks after the student completes the designated 
assignment. 

The New Designs Charter School family continue to wish you and your family well and a Happy New 
Year! 

“In Pursuit of Excellence” 


