
 

Wenden Elementary School  

Board of Trustees and the Public 

Special Board Meeting 6 p.m.  

August 31, 2020 

Wenden Elementary District Office  

In Person and via Video Conference 

 

Special Board Meeting Minutes – August 31, 2020 
 

Board Members Present:  Board Members Absent:  Employees Present:  Audience: 

Gary Saiter  - via Video      Gloria Dean    

Kelly Stacy        Marsha Harold  

Chris Haines        Sandra Cruz    

        Susan Rohrig    

         

Special Board Meeting Agenda: 
 

1.  Call Special Meeting to order - Mr. Saiter called meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. 

    

2.  Approve Agenda of the Special Board Meeting of August 31, 2020. Mr. Haines motioned to approve the special 

board meeting agenda. Mr. Stacy seconded the motion. Motion approved 3-0.   

Name Aye Nay Absent 

Gary Saiter X   

Kelly Stacy X   

Chris Haines X   

    

    

  

3. Call to the Public –  

 

Mr. Saiter stated to the public of the difficult situation we are in and wanted to make everything clear that 

members are only allowed to speak on agenda items.  Members are not legally able to respond to the public.  The 

board members have decided to meet every two weeks to discuss the school reopening process taking into 

consideration the safety of the students, staff and community.  

 

Maria Cruz – She asked if the school was open to all students or only certain students? She stated that it was hard 

for her son to stay focused and she was unable to help him because of the language barrier.  

 

Mr. Saiter stated that the school is currently not open to all students. By order of the governor we do have a 

requirement that if the parent does bring them child or children to school we do have to accept them.  Mr. Saiter 

also stated that we are limited on space because of reconstruction to a classroom that had mold issues. When kids 

come on site they are here only to get babysat because teachers are teaching. So we are challenged to bring that 

educational level to the students that do show up on site. It’s not a selective matter, it’s not like the school picked 

certain kids and not others. He stated that according to the Governor it is a parents right to bring their children, but 

he would ask that unless there is a specific need to do that, that we do not do that because we are not offering the 

same educational level to those kids. We only have so many teachers and so much space.  We all want to get 

school open as quickly as we can.  

 

Sabina Cruz – I have two children one in Preschool and one in Kindergarten, I believe that these school years are 

essential to toddlers. According to her knowledge there are very few students in these grades, what is the issue 

with having them come in to school to at least learn their basics. She believes that school distancing is not an 

issue with these classes.  

 

Mr. Saiter stated he understood her concern and it is an issue of supplies and space.  We are short actually two 

classrooms right now because the material in the one classroom that has been mold remediated has those items in 

the other classroom until reconstruction is complete. When we do open we are required to execute very specific 



cleaning and sanitizing routines some of the materials required have not been commercially available despite the 

fact that we have ordered from multiple vendor. We do expect some of those materials to be in soon. But today 

the school cannot comply with the Governor’s orders from a sanitation standpoint.  

 

Sabina Cruz – We have been in this situation since March and the school has not been able to be in compliance 

with that? 

 

Mr. Saiter – Not yet, for example we have tried for months to buy sanitizing wipes and we have not been able to 

buy them in large enough quantities. 

 

Sabina Cruz – Stated she is an essential worker at Rose Acres Chicken Farm and that has not been an issue at her 

work place they are still able to get sanitizing supplies. The school has had enough time to comply, maybe look at 

other vendors.  

 

Mr. Saiter replied that we have tried several commercial vendors and have not been able to acquire what we need 

to date.  We will continue to do our best and when we open, we will be in compliance. Until such a time we 

cannot accommodate five children versus the rest of the school, we are just not equipped for that. 

 

Cristina Cruz – Stated that her child was very stressed doing distance learning at home, so if she comes to school 

will she be received and able to stay? 

 

Ms. Dean – Stated she has been telling everybody that we cannot say no or turn anyone down but it is a problem 

with space right now. The students are here are because those parents did come and ask, but by the Governor’s 

Orders schools have to turn in a social distancing plan, which Ms. Rohrig and myself worked on and it does say 

special groups. Those students of essential workers and Special Education students need to be here.  Services are 

primarily in lower grades.  She is providing compensatory education for the Special Education Program with one- 

on- one instruction. Currently she has two students that require one-on-one instruction. Ms. Dean is getting further 

and further behind with her regular job. The teachers can take turns helping students with an afternoon session.  

This will have to take place through sessions to be able to social distance.   

 

Mr. Saiter – Yes, we will take the child, however if you are concerned about your child this is not necessary the 

best choice right now.  Even though we have had difficulties with the distance learning, it is still the best option to 

educate your children versus sitting in the gym not necessarily even with their teachers, because our teachers 

cannot be in two places at one time.  That’s just his opinion.  

 

Cristina Cruz – If some children come in the morning and others come in the afternoon what is the difference if 

we are still in the pandemic if kids are still going to be in school? 

 

Gary Saiter – Stated that if every child was to show up in school right now they would have to shut down the 

school completely. The reason being is that we don’t have the space and we don’t have teachers and we cannot 

execute the social separation, we cannot do that yet. We are working on it but we can’t do it yet. If we do have a 

few children come we can handle that if everyone shows up we cannot. It comes down to simply space and 

resources.  He stated he would like for everyone to understand that we are not the only school facing this, I don’t 

know of any school in La Paz County that has opened up as today. We are all kind of  in this together. 

 

Cristina Cruz – So if they accept some are they going to rotate some out so others can attend and take turns? She 

was not made aware that kids were going to be allowed to be on campus. 

 

Gary Saiter – Even though we are having glitches the education we can offer at best is online not sitting in the 

gymnasium. We are currently working on the glitches with technology, but currently it’s the best we can offer. 

We all have the same goal and that’s to bring the students back into school.  

 

Cristina Cruz – Bring the students back to school is the ideal solution.  

 

 



Lorena Rochin -  My daugthter is stressing and when the internet is not working the teachers are yelling at them 

because they don’t finish their work. 

 

Gary Saiter – We are aware that they are struggling with internet issues, we have increased the speed and are also 

looking at a scheduling modification because it appears we are having the most problems when multiple teachers 

are on the video at the same time. We are working on trying to solve the problem we know it’s a problem, but we 

don’t have an answer right now.  

 

Lorena Rochin – Teachers have to have more patience with kids because they are learning the program.  

 

Gary Saiter – Commented this was a good point and they will addressing it at the staff meeting.  

 

Ms. Dean – Commented that the teachers are also learning this new system and it is trial and error but they will 

address these issues with them.  She commented that in the afternoon students are to be doing independent study 

because the day is too long to be on the computer all day long.  

 

Lupe Lard -  Commented that this is not an attack on anyone that it’s just her stating her concerns: 1. The lower 

grades have no technology – parents and teachers are using their personal phones for Zoom, what they have is the 

basic so they get 25 to 30 minutes per session.  They have been dividing their sessions into groups of 3, in the 

mornings when they take attendance. They then have to reconnect for other sessions in the morning and reconnect 

in the afternoon. That doesn’t always work because she is dealing with Kindergarten, it is very difficult for her to 

teach a concept and for all her students to get it. Currently we have no technology for the lower grades so parents 

have to go to work and leave their phones with their students for zoom classes then they don’t have any 

communication with their kids because they left their phones for school. So if there is technology available she 

would appreciate it if they would get some.  They received a donation for K-2
nd

 grade technology but Sandra 

stated that they would not be in until October. So it’s very difficult to be teaching small students through 

zooming.  2. We do send packets home but unless you teach that concept a packet is no good. These are little 

children coming in to school, when we did the packets in March those students had already been in school and 

had knowledge of concepts they could work on. So when you teach a concept via zoom and not all students are 

able to attend, those students are losing out. There are kids that do need to be here, they don’t fall into any 

category but they have no space at home to study, no room. There are several students that have multiple siblings 

in one bedroom trying to do schooling and you can hear all of them or there are other siblings trying to help the 

little ones but are missing out on their schooling because parents are at work. That’s a difficulty that we are facing 

right now. 3. As a teacher and as a community member, I have  to ask, are we legally following the Executive 

Orders issued by the Governor? Are we doing everything that it states? We are saying that some kids with special 

needs but we really need to read those orders, and know what that law says. She commented that she was aware 

this was a hard decision for all because we want our kids in school but we also want them to be safe, we want our 

kids to be here and educated. This is a tough time, but as far as myself and the teachers, we are willing to take that 

risk to do what we need to do to have them in school, because we want them in school. The board members have 

to make that decision, she certainly hopes that this is done sooner than later. Students have lost almost one year of 

education, if students come back in December it will be one year. 4. I am speaking what I feel what my concerns 

are, my questions that I have, and I don’t want retaliation from board members or from administration.  

 

Gary Saiter – Stated he heard and understood her comments and he thinks they are all valid but was there a 

question that he missed or just comments.   

 

Lupe Lard – Yes, Question is when are they coming back to school? Sooner rather than later she hopes.  

 

Gary Saiter – That’s an excellent question that’s why we are having this meeting and can’t answer that question 

yet. He appreciates your comments there is no staff member or teacher ever in this school who has ever been 

retaliated against for voicing their opinion nor will there ever be one. So you can rest assured that that is not a 

problem. Voicing opinions that may not be consistent with what other people think is merely voicing opinions, 

that’s what a democracy is all about and our toleration of everyone’s opinion is really what is important in trying 

to respond to them. So I cannot answer your question that’s why we have this meeting, I appreciate your efforts 

and I just ask that you do everything you possibly can, I believe you are to help us through this very difficult 



situation there are many, many people in this boat not just us but as I said before we all have the same goal. Thank 

you for your comments and your opinions.  

 

Elia Hyde – She stated that everything parents and students do or say during the video classes the teachers and 

staff are hearing it so there is really no privacy for the parents. Her concern is that there are some families who 

live in a very small spaces such as a travel trailer and some have up to three kids in there trying to do school work 

and this breaks my heart because parents are doing the best they can. Some don’t speak English, they are very 

smart but they have a language barrier. So put yourselves in their place, how would you try to help them? I just 

want you to try to see what I see. We are just ready for them to come back.  

 

Pam Wolfe Brady - Reopening the school issue – Ms. Wolfe Brady stated that she was also a board member at the 

SHS and had to make the decision on reopening the school and they decided to reopen in October and that 

decision came because we had to support our Superintendent because he felt the school wasn’t ready. His take 

was that if one child came to school and had COVID did we have a plan in place. Were we ready for this? The 

answer was no, so you have to understand that if the school is not ready and a child or staff member contracts 

COVID what are they going to do, what’s the plan of action? That was something that we had to consider I am a 

parent, I have six kids at home that are distance learning but I had to look at the big picture. We had talked about 

going back in September but we looked at the situation,we are doing Distance Learning now and in a month we 

go back to in school so we decided that we would go until the first quarter with Distance Learning and that would 

be in October and this would be better for everyone in general. I have to say that I have six children at home and 

we all hate change but guess what they have come a long way because they sit at the table with their earphones 

on, they mute and unmute themselves. So this can work, if I have to take them to work, I take them to work and 

have them put their earphones on. I can sit and watchwhen the teacher is Zooming. I am here to support the board, 

if it has to be that way, then it has to be that way. I don’t want to open the school then one person gets COVID 

and the school closes and we are back to square one.  I am for whatever has to work. The other thing is when the 

school reopens are you going to do the hybrid program, or half in the a.m. and half in p.m. or are you going to let 

them come in all at once? This is affecting all of La Paz County and at Parker they are taking kids that have 

learning disabilities. Dropping off your children is an option but they are not getting instruction they will be 

working via a computer like they do at home. That’s all I have to say I support whatever you do, I also had to 

make this decision of starting school in October for Salome High School.  Thank you. 

 

Gary Saiter – Thank you, Pam, yes it is a very difficult situation and we appreciate your comments.  

 

Jennifer Walton - I am here speaking as a parent and as a teacher, first all of all I am grateful that I can have my 

child here because I am working and his father is also working.  However, I do understand that there is no 

instruction as stated before. Sending packets without actual instruction is difficult especially for younger children, 

speaking as a parent, younger children are not getting the basics/building blocks. My concern as a teacher is that 

the expectations are very unclear on certain things. I personally don’t feel adequately prepared for everything that 

is being thrown at us in this virtual world. I spent hours every weekend trying to teach myself different tricks on 

things that I feel I need to learn to facilitate lessons that are necessary. Another issue is that there are kids that are 

having internet problems and some that just don’t come to class for whatever reason and so as a teacher it is hard 

for me to place a grade or a value on how well that student is doing or evaluate them because I don’t know if they 

are learning. I have students who have not turned anything in, how do I hold these students accountable. I don’t 

know if they are having internet problems or just not showing up. So I guess my question when or how can we 

make these expectations clear and when can we get the support that the teachers to be adequately implementing 

these programs? 

 

Gary Saiter – I think all of these comments are exactly right on and are very good questions.  I don’t know that I 

an adequate answer for you at this particular point. Obviously we do need to make sure that expectations are, that 

there is a plan for what the expectations are and we know how to evaluate what we are doing even though it is an 

incredible challenge. All I can say to that is give us a little time and we will talk about it to see if there is a way 

we can improve it. One of the things obviously you know that I want to point out is that as much as for the 

difficulty we are having right now this is not going last forever. I don’t know what the new normal is going to 

look like but it’s not going to look like this. All I can do is commit to you that we will look into it and see if there 

is a way we can improve what we are doing. I appreciate your comments and your right on point.  

 



Karla Felix – I work in the mornings and I cannot be at the computer with my children so they will be losing their 

education for this year if I can’t put them on the computer. I can’t put them on and the lady that babysits them 

cannot either because she babysits many other children. They are not learning and are missing out. It would be 

better if the school could send out packets so that when I have time I can help them because via the computer I 

cannot help them. Ms. Dean gave me permission to have Belinda come to the school, but who will bring her and 

take her home.  

 

Gary Saiter – Mr. Saiter asked if she regularly came on the bus?  

 

Karla Felix – No, she walks to school with her cousins.  

 

Gary Saiter – She makes an excellent point if she cannot be there to help them get on the computer. Packets are 

something that we should probably look at but we don’t have an answer right now.  

 

Karla Felix – It would be best if they kids could come back to school. 

 

Gary Saiter – That would solve many, many problems that would be great, but not an option right now. I 

appreciate very much that you as a parent are concerned about your child’s education. The education and safety 

are our biggest concerns.  

 

Angelina Frias – I am speaking on behalf of my children I have five of them. They are all having trouble with the 

internet. I have one in particular that wears glasses and it gives her a headache because she is on the computer all 

day. For me it would be better if they gave out packets because I can come home from work, help them, check the 

work to make sure it’s complete. I cannot help them with the computer because I am not there. 

 

Gary Saiter – I have made a note of that I think that’s an excellent point.  

 

Angelina Frias – They are saying only the students that need help are here to get help, thank goodness I don’t 

have students with those problems. If I did, as a parent that works, will the school go get my students and bring 

them to school if I was unable too?  Is there transportation available for special needs kids? 

 

Gary Saiter – I think the answer to that is probably no on transportation, but Ms. Dean can you answer this 

question?  

 

Ms. Dean  - I don’t know the answer to that, I just know that with social distancing, actually honestly I haven’t 

even read up on that.  

 

Mr. Saiter – I am not even sure how you would do that on a bus. 

 

Ms. Dean – I know that in the morning the kids are dropped off  by the parents and then we drop them off.  

 

Angelina Frias – But these are parents that are there, but us that work? 

 

Ms. Dean – These are parents that work too. 

 

Angelina Frias – Yes, but they have a partner that helps them.  

 

Ms. Dean – We can help each other out.  

 

Angelina Frias – Another question is, when the school was open they ate at the school but now they are in class 

from 7:45 to 11:30 the teachers don’t want the kids to eat. That’s too long to be on the computer without being 

able to eat.  

 

Ms. Dean – That is not a school rule.  

 

Angelina Frias – This situation is very stressful for everyone, I am sure everyone here is having the same issues.  



 

Ms. Dean – The school did not make a rule that students were not allowed to eat.  

 

Angelina Frias – When we came to pick up the computer they told them they could not have any food or liquid 

next to the computer. She wants the teachers to give them a break so the students can get something to eat.  

 

Mr. Saiter – I am making a note we will take a look at it.  

 

Jessica Paola Guerra Ramos – My concern is that I have two small children and two older ones.  I am having a lot 

of trouble because I cannot help the little ones. The older ones can help them but they want to do the work for 

them they don’t explain it to them. I cannot help them because I don’t speak English. Also the students that are at 

school, we were never notified that we had the option to bring our students on campus. She feels like she is being 

watched because she has each one of her children in every room of her house.  

 

Mr. Saiter – Again good points that have been raised. I understand your concern about being watched but trust me 

we are not spying on you.  

 

Devawn Bowlan – So I have twins in fourth grade, I would like to have them in school. My daughter Shyla has no 

problems, she comes to us and asks questions. My son won’t ask us a single question he doesn’t seem to be 

concerned with that’s going on.  This virus is never going to go away, it will always be here. When they do get a 

vaccine for it, is it going to be a mandatory vaccine, because I refuse to vaccinate my kids for it.  To date with 

children 5 to 14 years of age 28 have died of COVID, 55 have died from flu, and 91 from pneumonia, we have to 

realize that COVID is never going away it is always going to be here. Why are we delaying the inevitable with 

not putting our children back at school? I have an inmuno suppressed and have an auto immune disease and I am 

willing to take a chance at my kids bringing home the virus to me because their education is more important to 

me.  I also have a 92 year old grandmother that I take care of.  I would like for the children to come back to school 

not only for their education but also for their mental well-being. My kids have never been physical with each 

other but they have gotten into a fist fight because we have been keeping them away from everyone. They can go 

to restaurants but they can’t come to school and I don’t know how to explain that to them. Thank you. 

 

Gary Saiter – I appreciate your comments they are very well spoken and you are obviously educated on this issue.  

I would agree with you this virus will not go away. In terms of mandatory vaccinations that’s not our place to 

answer. We take as best as we can our own conscious in guidance as well as the guidance from our Governor and 

the CDC guidelines so I am with you I understand your frustrations and we will do the best that we can to get this 

school open as quickly as we can. Thank you for your comments.  

 

Yesenia Felix – My question is this, if there are student on campus in special education programs why was I not 

notified so that I could of brought my students who are special needs. 

 

Ms. Dean – When we first started, parents who came in to the office asked if they could bring their students and 

they have been.  We have learned a lot about this and are still learning about protocols on a day to day basis 

because the Governor keeps changing the plans. It was our understanding when we held a public meeting, let me 

back up, we first sent surveys home and we only received thirteen. Then we had a board meeting, which is a 

public meeting with an agenda items and minutes after which was discussed and stated in the minutes that they 

can bring their child if they wanted. We are following the Governor’s orders.  So I guess what the board would 

like is more parent participation that night and we had nobody here. I know that at board meetings they would like 

for more parent participation and to voice their opinions, so we can have these discussions and make these 

decisions taking parents input into consideration I would hope.  

 

Yesenia Felix – Fine, but I never received that letter where I would be able to decide if I was going to bring them 

or not, the school will call me for other things but didn’t call me on this issue.  Another issue, I have four children 

at home and I can’t help them all at once. I have a Kindergarten student and one that wears glasses and he keeps 

saying his head hurts because they are on the computer until 3 p.m. they don’t get any breaks. So they keep asking 

me when are we going to finish because my eyes hurt and my head hurts.  

 

Gary Saiter – I have no answer for you.  



 

Yesenia Felix – Mr. Saiter doesn’t have answers to some questions, isn’t that why we are here?  To get some 

answers.  

 

Ms. Dean – That goes back to the discussion that Susan and I had last Thursday about having a staff meeting for 

this week for discussion on afternoon work because they are on the computer all morning and then afternoon. The 

plan was to reteach for those that needed that extra support, but I am not sure how it came to this because I am not 

getting all the information either.  So we are all in the dark together trying to find our way but I don’t think that all 

afternoon is good for the kids to be sitting in front of the computer either. I guess the vision was that morning was 

distance learning and afternoon was project based that’s what I was lead to believe we were going to do.  

 

Susan Rohrig – This process is very new to us and we are doing the best that we can.  We are making adjustments 

and one of the things we are looking to implementing next week are packets and cutting down on the amount of 

work.  

 

Yesenia Felix – My child who is in sixth grade starts at 7:45 a.m. and didn’t finish until 3:30 p.m., because he was 

told he had to finish all his work. So I almost went and closed the chrome book, it’s too long. I have another 

question maybe you have the answer, I cannot be with all four of them helping at the same time, because I have 

other things to do like pick up lunches for them, etc… The solution for me is that they return to school, because I 

have special needs students and ELL. I spoke to Ms. Dean and she asked me to bring them from 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 

p.m. Why my kids in the afternoon and not in the morning?  

 

Ms. Dean – Because I have fourteen kids, I am making the time and the effort to be working with as many kids as 

we can and we currently have several parapros working one on one with certain students.  There is a saying that 

says a special needs child counts for three.  

 

Yesenia Felix – Ok, but how many school hours are in the morning and how many hours of help are my kids 

going to receive in the afternoon?  Asked for Ms. Dean to look at the difference and tell her?  

 

Ms. Rohrig – We are looking at afternoon sessions, because of spacing and staffing in order to facilitate more 

students on campus. We have to balance everyone’s schedule and spacing for students. 

 

Yesenia Felix – I believe that all students have the same rights.  

 

Gary Saiter – Certainly they do but a classroom with fourteen special education kids socially distanced under the 

circumstances, we with one teacher that is a huge burden and in order to service all of the kids equally because 

you’re right they do all have the same rights for education but we have to balance the resources that we have. Just 

remember this is not forever. I know the virus as we talked is going to be here forever but not in the same way 

that it is now. We just have to be able to work through this as a community the best that we can and with what we 

have, we are not a rich school.  

 

Yesenia Felix – So when we come back to school how much learning has taken place, just games on the screen?  

They have not learned anything.  

 

Gary Saiter – We will do the best we can to catch everyone up, that’s all we can do is the best that we can.  

 

 Yesenia Felix – That’s the best you can do is leave the kids without classes?  You are giving them classes but 

they are not learning. 

 

Gary Saiter – I understand that, here is the thing I cannot go on and on back and forth on this you have made your 

point, I hear you, we all hear you and we are going do the best we can to accommodate every single parent and 

every student the best we can.  

 

Yesenia Felix – Can I bring my children to school tomorrow? 

 



Ms. Dean – Yes, she can in the afternoon. Her youngest students are ELL and she is saying that he needs the most 

help. She can bring them in the afternoon, because we don’t have the ELL teacher to work with him in the 

morning so looking at the hours here we can break it up from 8:00 to 11:30 and then from 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

But we have to regroup with our staff to see who can help out in the afternoon so that everyone is helping in the 

afternoon. I know that yes, every child deserves the best but we are forgetting the Governor’s orders doesn’t say 

to educate, it says provide a safe place where they can go and do their work.  

 

Gary Saiter – I would suggest that a conversation should be held privately between the parent and Ms. Dean, 

because that’s an individual issue.  

 

Ms. Dean - I am not doing an afternoon session because I have a job I have to do too. I have put myself in this 

situation because it was an opportunity to make up the time for our special needs which the law says if they 

missed out on March, April and May for services and they didn’t get any other services such as summer school 

that compensatory services would be provided.  

 

Yesenia Felix – I am not working because if I worked, in what kind of situation would they be in? It’s difficult for 

me.  

 

Gary Saiter – That’s not something for the school board to answer. That’s an individual parental issue.  

 

Yesenia Felix – So what are we going to do with this? My kids are to stay at home and get headaches because of  

the lap top? You will send home packets? Or do I bring them here?  

 

Gary Saiter – And she brings them here and they don’t get educated, we already addressed the issue with you.  

You have had an opportunity to make your point and you have been heard. We will try to do our best. It’s time for 

someone else to speak.  

 

Yesenia Felix – I am not done, I have more questions. I am being told that kids come to the gym, then why are 

they in the classrooms? 

 

Gary Saiter – Thank you, mam.  

 

Jasmine Favela -  The truth is that I feel there is lots of preferences on lots of things such as some kids come here 

others not. The letter that you said you sent, I didn’t get.  

 

Ms. Dean – Lupe, please let them know it was not a letter it was in the meeting agenda and minutes.  

 

Jamine Favela - Lots of people are saying that kids have vision problems, headache problems but the truth is that 

they are not learning anything and they don’t understand distance learning and the technology. This morning she 

was able to be in the classroom with her son and the teacher asked a question and no one answered. The teacher 

asked about three times, she asked her son why she hadn’t responded and he told her because no one understands 

the question. Kids are stressed because grades are going down or the internet was not working and attendance 

again is an issue. I have two issues if the school is sending letters they need to make sure they have the correct 

address. She wasn’t aware that there were kids on campus. I am going to bring up the fact that I felt bad over the 

8
th
 grade graduation. I was told there was a letter sent out to parents, I kept going to the post office and I received 

it 10 days after I came to the office to complain about it. Also I have spoken to other mother’s that didn’t receive 

it.  

 

Gary Saiter – Did you have a child that graduated? Was the family at graduation ceremony?  We had individual 

graduations. We can take a look at that regards notifications, but I have to say sometimes notifications are sent out 

and sometimes are not seen. I am not accusing anyone of anything, but we do the best that we can.  

 

Jasmine Favela – I am annoyed because he is the first one going into high school. The school needs to make sure 

that the parents have received the notifications they send and make sure we received it.  

 



Sandra Cruz – The graduation notification I mailed it out and I also texted the parents the image of the letter to 

every parent.  Did you see the text I sent out?  

 

Jasmine Favela – Yes, I saw it when I came to complain about it.  

 

Sandra Cruz – Did you see the time and date I sent it to you?  

 

Jasmine Favela – No, I haven’t looked. But the letter I received was delivered after I complained about it.  

 

Sandra Cruz – Ok, but I cannot control the postal service mail delivery. 

 

Jasmine Favela – But sometimes the office sends things that I don’t understand, and what I am saying is that if I 

receive something I will call. So what I am saying is why did other kids get it and not mine.  

 

Sandra Cruz – I sent it to everyone not only to certain parents.  

 

Gary Saiter – I understand that notifications is an issue but that’s not part of the agenda.  

 

Jasmine Favela – I am just saying that there is some preferences towards some students and not other student 

preferences.  

 

Gary Saiter – I would suggest that if you have a concern on notifications or letters that you contact the office.  

 

Ms. Dean – Lets back up a minute, what hasn’t been discussed is the fact that the 8
th
 graders had a meeting to 

discuss graduation to have a graduation and spend money on decorations or cash out.  They decided to CASH 

OUT. So we decided to have an individual ceremony because I felt that they needed an individual ceremony for 

pictures and such, even Ms. Lard stated, mail them their diplomas.  

 

Gary Saiter – Let me interrupt, we are way off subject. I understand that notification is of a concern. I do know 

what the school did in terms of notification but it has nothing to do with our discussion today.  So that for another 

time.  

 

Jasmine Favela – If some kids come in the morning and some in the afternoon, I think kids should rotate out.  

 

Gary Saiter – We have discussed this and responded, thank you for your input, we appreciate it very much. We 

will do the best we can.  

 

Gary Saiter – I want to thank everyone for their conscience and their feedback and we will take into account all 

your concerns and input. We will do the best we can to get through this difficult time. Administration, teachers 

and staff will do the absolute best we can. This is not going to last like this forever but as a community together, 

as best as we can to get through this. We have heard all of you and I very, very much appreciate your attendance 

at the meeting tonight and the feedback.  

 

 

 

4.     Discussion and possible action regarding the start date of in-person learning for Wenden Elementary School. 

 

The board members, Ms. Dean and Mrs. Rohrig discussed possible tentative reopening dates. They decided to 

extend the distance learning until the end of the 1
st
 Quarter.   

 

Chris Haines stated this is a reasonable target date to reopen so we have more time for supply delivery.  

 

Kelly Stacy said that we cannot put the date in stone but we can use that as a target date.  

 

Chris Haines stated that everyone is always welcome to come to the board meetings for sure once a month.  

 



Mr. Stacy motioned to make a resolution of a tentative in person opening date of October 19
th
, 2020 the beginning 

of the second quarter. Mr. Haines motioned to approve this resolution as stated. Motion approved 3-0. 

Name Aye Nay Absent 

Gary Saiter X   

Kelly Stacy X   

Chris Haines X   

    

    

 

 

5.  Adjourn Special Board Meeting:  

Mr. Saiter motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:52 p.m.  

 

Signature of Approval of Minutes 

 

Board Member      Date 

 

Board Member      Date 

 

Board Member      Date 

 

Board Member      Date 

 

Board Member      Date 


