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The Nevada Formative 

Writing Tasks illustrate 

the depth of 

understanding of the 

Nevada Academic 

Content Standards for 

English Language Arts 

that will be measured on 

the Smarter Balanced 

assessments. 

 

“[Students] need to be able to use technology strategically when creating, 

refining, and collaborating on writing. They have to become adept at 

gathering information, evaluating sources, and citing material accurately, 

reporting findings from their research and analysis of sources in a clear and 

cogent manner. They must have the flexibility, concentration, and fluency to 

produce high-quality first-draft text under a tight deadline as well as the 

capacity to revisit and make improvements to a piece of writing over 

multiple drafts when circumstances encourage or require it.” 

Nevada Academic Content Standards for English Language Arts & 

Literacy in History, Social Studies, Science, & Technical Subjects (p. 41) 

 

Introduction to the Writing Tasks  

The Nevada Formative Writing Tasks (Formative Tasks) 

were developed to help students, teachers, and 

administrators implement the Nevada Academic Content 

Standards for English Language Arts (NACS for ELA) and 

prepare for the administration of the spring 2015 Smarter 

Balanced assessments.  The tasks are intended to: 

 Encourage students to read closely and analyze 

information; 

 Enable students to produce effective and well-

grounded writing for a range of purposes and 

audiences; 

 Empower teachers to shift and improve instruction to 

meet the demands of the NACS; 

 Inform teachers and students when timely 

adjustments can be made; and  

 Provide an early look into the types of writing 

performance tasks expected on the Smarter 

Balanced assessments.   

The Formative Tasks are timed, on-demand, classroom 

writing assignments.  They include uniform student directions 

for writing responses and uniform teacher directions for 

administering the tasks.  Each task was carefully created for 

consistency of format, content, and administration 

procedures, allowing teachers to monitor student progress 

over time.  This consistency also makes it possible for 

teachers to participate in collaborative groups to discuss 

student progress and refine delivery of writing instruction.   

 



Working Copy March 14, 2013 2  

 

Results from the Nevada 

Formative Writing Tasks 

will not be used to 

calculate a school’s rating 

on the Nevada School 

Performance Framework.  

However, the NDE will 

collect and report 

participation rates on each 

school’s report card (as 

required by NRS 389.550 ). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since the results of the 

tasks are relatively low 

stakes for schools and 

teachers, keep them low 

stakes for students by not 

assigning grades to them. 

 

 

All fifth and eighth grade students are required by NRS 

389.550 to participate in at least one Nevada Formative 

Writing Task during the 2013-14 school year.  However, the 

NDE has provided multiple tasks for use in third through 

eighth grades, allowing teachers to monitor students at 

multiple points during the school year and adjust their 

instruction to match the needs of students.  

To improve the consistency of evaluating the tasks and other 

classroom writing assignments, the NDE released The 

Nevada Formative Writing Tools: Grade 7 Evaluation Guides 

(Evaluation Guides) that include:  

 Analytic writing rubrics developed by the Smarter 

Balanced Assessment Consortium; 

 Checklists to support teachers when learning the 

rubrics and documenting student progress;  

 Student writing guides to support students in all 

phases of the writing process (before, during, and 

after); and 

 A glossary of terms used in the Evaluation Guides to 

establish a common vocabulary for writing.   

The Evaluation Guides identify a student’s level of command 

for each of the five characteristics of writing and can be 

downloaded at 

http://www.doe.nv.gov/Nevada_State_Writing_Assessment/.  

Knowing these levels will help teachers and students identify 

student strengths and areas to improve.  The NDE 

encourages districts and schools to establish policies for 

how and when to use the rubrics and checklists for grading 

other classroom assignments.   

However, the NDE strongly discourages teachers and 

schools from using the results of the Formative Tasks as 

part of their grading, since they were not designed as 

summative or interim assessments.  Instead, teachers and 

schools should use the formative tasks to gather information 

needed to inform and enhance both teaching and learning.   

  

http://www.doe.nv.gov/Nevada_State_Writing_Assessment/
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Guidelines for Administering the Tasks 

WHO: All fifth and eighth grade students who are enrolled in public schools, including charter schools, 
are required to take at least one Formative Task during the 2013-14 school year. It is strongly 
recommended for students in third, fourth, sixth, and seventh grades. Students with disabilities 
and students classified as having limited English proficiency (LEP) must also participate. 

Accommodations are made for IEP, LEP, and/or 504 students who have testing 
accommodation plans. The classroom teacher must make certain that all students with special 
needs receive permissible appropriate accommodations, as indicated in IEPs, LEPs, 504 plans, 
and Testing Accommodation Plans. 

WHAT: The Formative Tasks have students read closely and analyze information to produce effective 
and well-grounded writing for a range of purposes and audiences.  For the 2013-14 school 
year, the NDE provides tasks for the three text types in the NACS (opinion/argumentative, 
informative/explanatory, and narrative).  

Since the tasks are formative, classroom teachers will evaluate their own students’ responses 
using the Evaluation Guides provided by the NDE 
(http://www.doe.nv.gov/Nevada_State_Writing_Assessment/).  It is strongly recommended that 
each task be evaluated twice: by the student’s classroom teacher and by another teacher.  This 
will facilitate collaborative teams that build a vision of good writing and can focus on using the 
results of the Formative Tasks to improve teaching and student learning.   

The NDE will neither score student responses nor collect student results.  However, the 
NDE will collect participation data in May from each school and each classroom in 
accordance with NRS 389.550.  Participation rates will be published on every school’s 
Nevada Accountability Report.   

WHERE: It is strongly recommended that the Formative Tasks be administered by the student’s 
classroom teacher in the regular classroom or computer lab.  

WHEN: March 3, 2014, through May 9, 2014, is the timeframe for administering the Formative Tasks.  
Each district and school may determine exact testing days and times within this testing window.  
Please check with your district’s test director for specific days and times within the mandated 
timeframe.   

WHY: Descriptive feedback is widely considered an important element of improved writing 
performance.  When students understand their strengths and weaknesses and are taught 
how to improve their writing, they learn faster and retain what they have learned longer.   

The Formative Tasks and Evaluation Guides can help teachers provide constructive feedback 
and help students become self-regulated learners.  Since the tasks and Evaluation Guides are 
based on the NACS and performance task specifications for the Smarter Balanced 
assessment, they also play an essential role in aligning teaching, learning, and assessment 
while allowing districts, schools, and teachers to use them to begin planning the shifts in 
instruction that will be required to help students meet the demands of the standards and 
prepare for the Smarter Balanced assessment in 2015.   
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HOW: The Formative Tasks are timed, on-demand classroom writing assignments.  The tasks include 
uniform student directions for writing responses and uniform teacher directions for administering 
the tasks.  The tasks have been carefully designed for consistency of format, content, and 
administration procedures, allowing teachers to monitor progress over time. 

Each task is administered in two timed sessions that should not exceed 45 minutes each.  
Teachers may administer the sessions over two consecutive days or on the same day with a 15 
minute break between sessions.  The first 45 minute session involves introducing students to 
the writing task, helping students understand how the tasks will be evaluated, having students 
independently read information, and beginning to draft a well-grounded response.  The second 
45 minute session involves writing, revising, and editing their final draft.   

Teachers should provide each student with a paper copy of the student directions for the 
selected task.   Please check with your district to determine if the district has selected a task for 
the entire district to use.  The NDE will not provide printed copies for schools. 

Teachers may also provide each student with a copy of the Student Writing Guide that matches 
the writing mode of the task (i.e., the Grade7 Student Writing Guide for Argumentative Writing 
for seventh grade students responding to the seventh grade argumentative tasks).  These 
guides can be found in the Evaluation Guides at 
http://www.doe.nv.gov/Nevada_State_Writing_Assessment/.    

Since the 2015 administration of the Smarter Balanced assessment is computer based, 
students should use a word processor (i.e., Microsoft Word) to write their responses.  Using 
technology to produce and publish writing is part of the NACS and keyboarding skills are 
introduced in second grade in the Nevada Computer and Technology Standards (2010). 

Students may use spell check and grammar check.  They should not use any other electronic 
resources, including the Internet, during the task.  All students are expected to word process 
their responses to the Formative Tasks.  Students with IEPs may use pre-approved electronic 
devices as designated in their IEPs and are consistent with their testing accommodations. 

In addition, each student should have at least one blank sheet of paper (lined or unlined) and a 
pencil.  Students can use these tools to plan their writing (i.e., individually brainstorm, create 
graphic organizers) and create their first drafts.  However, students may also word process their 
first drafts on computers, if they prefer. 

Students may also use highlighters and colored pencils for planning, revising, and editing.   

Regular paper Standard English dictionaries are also allowed for all students.  In addition, 
paper bilingual dictionaries with word-to-word translations are approved for LEP students 
identified to receive this accommodation and used previously as part of regular instruction.  
Teachers do not need to cover bulletin boards, posters, or other materials used as part of daily 
instruction. 

Teachers will NOT translate any part of the directions. 

Teachers will NOT read any part of the student directions that call for the student to 
read, unless such accommodations are specified in a student’s accommodation plan.  

 

 

http://www.doe.nv.gov/Nevada_State_Writing_Assessment/
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Teacher Checklist for Administering the Writing Tasks 

Completing the following steps will help ensure successful administration of the Formative Tasks.   
 

 Carefully read all of the contents of this manual. 

 Check your district testing schedule for any specific test dates for your district.   

 Check with your district to determine if they have selected a task for the entire district to administer.   

 Check with the special education facilitators, LEP testing coordinators, and 504 building officers for any 

students who need to receive special accommodations.   

 Ensure that procedures and materials for testing special student populations follow those specified by 

the Nevada Department of Education and that students with special needs receive the appropriate 

accommodations.   

 Ensure that you have all of the materials for administering the formative task: 

___  Print copies of the student directions 

___  Optional: Print copies of the student guide that matches the task (i.e., opinion guide for opinion 
task) (see page 13-15 in The Nevada Formative Writing Tools: Grade 7 Evaluation Guides at 
http://www.doe.nv.gov/Nevada_State_Writing_Assessment/) 

___  Pencils 

___  Blank scratch paper (lined or unlined) 

___  Standard English dictionaries (optional) 

___  Bilingual dictionaries with word-for-word translations (only for LEP students approved to 
receive this accommodation and who use them as part of their classroom instruction) 

___  Highlighters and colored pencils or pens during testing sessions (if students have been using 
these during regular classroom instruction)  

___  Printer paper (optional for printing hard copies of student essays) 

___  Books for students to read if they finish early (paper only) 

 
 Check computers to make sure they are ready. 

 Check with your school/district for special procedures on how to save essays on the school/district 

network. 

 Review computer procedures with your students: 

___  Open a new blank document 

___  Maintain default font size and color (i.e., 12 point and black) 

___  Save documents 

___  Print files   

 Make arrangements with another teacher to exchange and evaluate tasks. 

 Make plans for how you will provide feedback to students for improving their writing (i.e., conferences). 

 

  

http://www.doe.nv.gov/Nevada_State_Writing_Assessment/
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Teacher Checklist for Evaluating the Writing Tasks 

Completing the following steps will help ensure consistent evaluation of the Formative Tasks.   
 

 Work with another teacher so that each student’s essay is evaluated twice. 

 Reread the Evaluation Guides (rubric or checklist) for the type of writing that matches the task 

(opinion/argumentative, informative/explanatory, or narrative) and highlight or underline key information.  

(Evaluation Guides can be downloaded at http://www.doe.nv.gov/Nevada_State_Writing_Assessment/) 

 Reread the exemplar papers for the type of writing that matches the task and review how the 

characteristics of the paper relate to the level of each trait.  (Argumentative Exemplars can be 

downloaded at http://www.doe.nv.gov/Nevada_State_Writing_Assessment/) 

 Read entirely each essay before assigning a level for each of the five traits. 

 Refer to the language in the rubric and the exemplar papers when assigning levels. 

 Cover the first evaluator’s levels before the essay is evaluated the second time (this is optional but 

many teachers find it helpful if they don’t know how the first teacher evaluated the papers).   

 Discuss the levels, understanding that it is normal for some traits to have some split levels (1-2 or 3-4). 

 Discuss any discrepant levels.  Levels are discrepant when one teacher evaluates a trait as proficient (4 

or 3) and another teacher evaluates that same trait as not proficient (2 or 1).  

When a trait is rated 1-3, 1-4, 2-3, or 2-4, both teachers should review the rubric, checklist, and 

exemplar papers to determine if the paper is proficient or not (for feedback purposes). 

 

 

 

 Identify trends (i.e., overall, what traits were strong or weak) and how that will impact instruction. 

 Prioritize the weakest trends and plan instruction to remediate weaknesses.   

Proficient 
(Meets or Exceeds Standard) 

Not Proficient 
(Below Standard or Emerging/Developing) 

4 
Thorough 

Understanding 

3 
Adequate 

Understanding 

2 
Partial  

Understanding 

1 
Minimal 

Understanding 

http://www.doe.nv.gov/Nevada_State_Writing_Assessment/
http://www.doe.nv.gov/Nevada_State_Writing_Assessment/
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Student Directions 

Grade 7 Argumentative Writing Task A 

YOUR 

ASSIGNMENT: 

You will read two passages. One discusses how to be a good critic; the other is 

a short story. Take notes on these two passages. You will then plan and write an 

argumentative essay about the short story, using the information you learned in 

the first passage.  

 Read the passages and take notes on these sources. 

Read the following passages. Take notes to use while writing your essay. You 
can look back at the passages and your notes as often as you like. 

 “Is Criticism a Four-Letter Word?” 

 “Lab Partners” 

As you read, collect information from “Is Criticism a Four-Letter Word” to help 
you evaluate the quality of “Lab Partners.”   
 

 Plan and write your essay. 

Review your notes and sources, then plan and draft your essay on the following 
topic: 

Use the standards for good literature that are described in “Is Criticism a 
Four-Letter Word?” to evaluate the literary quality of “Lab Partners.”  

 Revise and edit your essay.   

The teachers evaluating your essay will be assigning levels for: 

• Statement of Purpose/Focus—how well you clearly state your claim on 

the topic, maintain your focus, and address the alternate or opposing 

claims 

• Organization—how well your ideas logically flow from the introduction to 

conclusion using effective transitions, and how well you stay on topic 

throughout the essay 

• Elaboration of Evidence—how well you provide evidence from sources 

about your claim and elaborate with specific information 

• Language and Vocabulary—how well you effectively express ideas using 

precise language that is appropriate for your audience and purpose 

• Conventions—how well you follow the rules of usage, punctuation, 

capitalization, and spelling 

Teachers reading your essay will evaluate only your final draft.   

Student Page 1 

STEP 2 

STEP 3 

STEP 1 

GO ON 
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maudlin: trying 

too hard to make 

people feel 

emotions 

semantics: relating to 

the meaning of words 

Is Criticism a Four-Letter Word? 

by Steven Frank 

 The movie was E. T. The moment we stepped out of the theater, my older brother asked the 

dreaded question: "What did you think of the film?" 

 Whatever opinion I held of the "film" was about to be shredded. 

 "I'll tell you as soon as I go to the bathroom." 

 He followed me in. 

 Turning away for maximum privacy, I confessed that I had liked the movie. It had moved me. 

 "Well," my brother said, "I found it maudlin and manipulative. 'E.T. 

phone home.’ Honestly, Steve." 

 I spent the rest of my childhood keeping my opinions of books and 

movies to myself. 

 Since then, I've spent a lot of time wondering whether criticism is a four-letter word. Of 

course, I can count nine letters there, but is the spirit of the word offensive? I decided to ask my 

students what they thought, so I wrote criticism on the board, and we played the first-word-that-

comes-to mind game. 

 Judgmental, mean, nasty, and hurtful were the top four responses. 

 "Is all criticism negative?" I asked. 

 The consensus was yes. 

 I tried a different word: review. 

 Opinion, evaluation, advice, and guide, they responded. 

 It may be a question of semantics. 

 People don't like the word criticize because it's what they think their parents always do: Your 

room could double for the city dump. 

 Is it any wonder that parents often hear their anguished teens shouting, "Why do you always 

criticize me?" 

 Suppose we swapped words — and attitudes. "Mom, I'd like you to review my room, please." 

Student Page 2 

GO ON 

1 

5 

10 

15 
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 "Review it?" 

 "Yes. Evaluate it. Constructively. Sensibly." 

 Then a conversation might take place. "Well, honey, I've noticed some specific hazards there. 

The DVDs on the floor, for instance, are slippery, and if you step on one in the middle of the night, 

you might fall. Further, that turkey sandwich you forgot to throw away is starting to grow mold. And 

if you wanted to invite a friend over, it might help if you cleared a space on your chair for him to sit 

down." 

 Notice that in this scenario, the parent is supporting her opinion with concrete evidence. The 

criticism feels less, well, critical, because it makes sense. And that's what a good piece of criticism 

ought to do. 

 Suppose you're asked to write a critical evaluation of a book. Don't just trash it. You should 

take an honest look at what works about it and what doesn't. Start with an opinion, but be sure to 

back up that opinion by answering a few key questions: Are the characters credible? Do they think, 

feel, and act like human beings (even if they're aliens)? The poet Marianne Moore once described 

what readers want in literature as "imaginary gardens with real toads." The setting of a book can be 

as outrageous as a strange world down a rabbit hole, but the characters that live there must seem 

believable. 

 They should also be well rounded. Look for characters that seem real, not stereotypical. Good 

heroes have flaws; good villains have fans. Take Satan, for example, in John Milton's Paradise Lost. 

He's so charming, he's hard to hate. 

 Also ask whether the main character evolves. Harry Potter gains confidence. Hamlet finds his 

voice (a little late). Alice learns how to read strangers in Wonderland. In a good book, the protagonist 

grows. 

 A book's plot should be believable too. Do the turning points lead the reader to the next in a 

credible, even inevitable, chain of events? A plot with too many coincidences is contrived. Most 

action movies have contrived plots — the hero walks through a swarm of bullets and is never hit, 

then turns and fires a single shot to defeat his enemy. (Stories like that can be great fun; they're just 

not great literature.) 

 A well-crafted plot surprises you with believable twists. I'm still thrilled every time I find out 

that Charlie inherits the chocolate factory, because everything leading up to that outcome has been 

quietly pointing the way. 

 The best critics don't just spew their opinions; they help you form and deepen yours by 

examining an experience so carefully as to see it inside out. 

Student Page 3 

GO ON 

20 

25 
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 In school, you're probably most often assigned book reviews or movie reviews, but don't let 

your critical eye glaze over on those familiar genres. Try writing a restaurant review (it's a great 

excuse to go out to dinner). Review a video game, a blog, or a new album. Review a building that just 

went up downtown or a date you went on. And if your parents are being hypercritical, ask them if 

they wouldn't mind a little constructive evaluation in the form of a parent review. 

 It's taken me 30 years to learn something critical about criticism. Criticism isn't just an attack; 

it's a defense. If I had been trained to think critically, I could have defended my opinion of E.T. I could 

have countered my brother's dismissive "maudlin and manipulative" by saying: "Well, I think the 

movie is convincing. What lonely boy doesn't need a friend, especially a friend with magic powers to 

heal wounds and make bicycles fly? And if you got lost a few billion miles from your family, wouldn't 

you want to phone home too?" 

 Why write criticism? Because if you write your opinions — and support them with good, 

logical thinking — you'll be something that I wish I'd been as a teen. 

 Confident. 

 And that's another nine-letter word. 
 

 

Is Criticism a Four-Letter Word?” by Steven Frank.  From Weekly Reading Writing, September 2006 issue.  Copyright © 

2006 by The Weekly Reader Corporation.  Reprinted by permission of Scholastic Inc.  

  

Student Page 4 

GO ON 

30 



Working Copy March 14, 2013 11  GO ON 

Lab Partners 

 Stupid alphabetical order, thought Stuart Ericson, as his life science teacher, Mr. Donahue, 

called out lab partner assignments for the new semester. Stuart glanced across the room at his newly 

assigned partner, Rudy Evans. Rudy was easy to spot. For one thing, he was enormous, by far the 

tallest kid in class and built like the linebacker that he was. For another thing, he was wearing the 

same purple-and-gold jersey that he pulled over his shoulder pads on Friday night home games for 

the Pleasanton Middle School Panthers football team. Like nobody would know he’s a hot-shot 

football star without the stupid jersey, Stuart thought. 

 Mr. Donahue broke into Stuart’s thoughts. “Partners, meet up and pick lab tables. Work 

together to complete the worksheet, and discuss each of the questions quietly before deciding on the 

answers. This worksheet will give me a better idea of what you already know about science and what 

I will have to teach you this semester. Now, get to work!” 

 Rudy had already snagged a front-row table and was waving Stuart over with a friendly smile 

on his face. Just look at that big grin, Stuart thought. He must be about as smart as a bag of rocks! I’m 

doomed. Stuart shook his head and trudged over to the lab table, where Rudy was already reading 

the first page of the worksheet. 

  “I’ll take care of this,” Stuart said, snatching the worksheet from Rudy’s hand. 

  “The answer to the first one is element,” Rudy said. 

 “What?” Stuart said, staring quizzically up at Rudy. Standing this close, the muscular Rudy 

hulked over the relatively scrawny Stuart, who was built exactly like a kid whose sporting activities 

were limited to games that could be played with a video game joystick. 

 “A pure substance that can’t be broken down into a simpler substance is called an element,” 

Rudy said.  

 “Oh,” Stuart replied, squinting at the first question on the handout. “Well, of course it is. 

Everyone knows that. Mr. Donahue probably just gave us an easy one to start out with, so you 

wouldn’t be overwhelmed by how hard science can be. But don’t worry. I’m a science whiz. How 

about if you let me take care of this worksheet and you can . . . I don’t know . . . protect me from 

bullies or something?” 

 “Whatever you say, boss,” Rudy said, flashing a grin. 

 “See,” Stuart went on, “the second question is a fill-in-the-blank. Not quite so easy, is it? It 

says, ‘In the Periodic Table of Elements, the element symbol for carbon is blank.’”  

 Stuart looked up from the paper, scratched his chin, and nodded thoughtfully. “Let me see . . .  

the element symbol for carbon is . . . Ca.” 

Student Page 5 

1 

5 
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 Stuart started writing the answer on the worksheet but was abruptly cut off . . . by a clipped 

“Nope” from Rudy. 

 “I beg your pardon,” Stuart said, more than a little offended that Rudy would be rude enough 

to suggest that Stuart Ericson, science whiz, was wrong. 

 “The correct answer is C,” Rudy said. 

 Stuart took off his glasses and rubbed the bridge of his nose like his dad did when he was 

starting to get a headache. “It’s a fill-in-the-blank question, Rudy, not multiple-choice,” he explained, 

slowly and calmly. 

 “The element symbol for carbon is a capital letter C,” Rudy said. 

 “Oh, I see,” Stuart said. “So it is.” He wrote C in the blank space on the worksheet. “Good 

guess, Rudy! The next one is multiple-choice: ‘What is the element symbol for potassium?’ The 

answer choices are Po, Ps, K, and Pm.” Stuart chewed on the end of his pencil and considered the 

answers, glancing occasionally over at Rudy to see if maybe he had an answer. “So, the answer is 

Po?” Stuart said tentatively. 

 “Sorry,” Rudy said, looking as if he really was a little bit sorry, “it’s K.” 

 “Don’t be ridiculous!” Stuart said, pointing at the word potassium on the worksheet with the 

tip of his sharpened No. 2 pencil. “There’s not a single K anywhere in this entire word!” 

 “The K comes from kalium, the Latin word for potash, the substance from which potassium 

was first isolated,” Rudy said, sounding a bit like Mr. Donahue. 

  “Where did you get a crazy idea like that, at football practice?” 

  “Science camp,” Rudy said. 

 Stuart blinked dumbly at Rudy for what seemed like an entire minute, glancing occasionally 

down at the worksheet and then back up at Rudy’s smiling face. He was going to have to speak with 

Mr. Donahue about changing his lab partner.  
 

 

“Lab Partners” © WestEd.  

 

  

Student Page 6 
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Directions for Administering the 

Grade 7 Argumentative Writing Task A 

Session 1 (45 minutes) 

1. Distribute the Materials 

Do: Hand out the materials students will need to complete the formative writing task: 

___ Student Directions Argumentative Writing Task A 

___ Grade 7 Student Guide to Argumentative Writing (optional) 

___ Standard English dictionaries (optional) 

___ Blank scratch paper (lined or unlined) 

___ Pencils 

___ Highlighters, colored pencils or pens (optional) 

2. Read the Directions Aloud to the Students 

Say: Over two sessions, you will write an argumentative essay to evaluate the literary 

quality of a short story.  During the first session, you will have 45 minutes to read 

the directions, read two passages, read how the teachers will evaluate your essay, 

and begin planning and drafting your essay.  During the second 45 minute session, 

you will finish drafting your essay and then revise and edit your final draft.   

You have a pencil and blank paper to use for taking notes and planning your essay.  

You may write, highlight, and underline on the student directions and passages.  

You will write your essay using the word processor on the computer. You may use 

spell check and grammar check.  However, you may not use any other programs 

on the computer, and you may not use the Internet.  

Find the YOUR ASSIGNMENT section at the top of page 1 of the student 

directions.  Read along while I read aloud.  It says:  

You will read two passages. One discusses how to be a good critic; the other is 

a short story. Take notes on these two passages. You will then plan and write 

an argumentative essay about the short story, using the information you 

learned in the first passage.  

Next, find STEP 1.  It says:  

Read the passages and take notes on these sources. 

Read the following passages. Take notes to use while writing your essay. You 

can look back at the passages and your notes as often as you like. 

 “Is Criticism a Four-Letter Word?” 

 “Lab Partners” 

As you read, collect information from “Is Criticism a Four-Letter Word” to help 

you evaluate the quality of “Lab Partners.”   
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You will read this on your own; I will not read this to you.  

Now, find STEP 2.  It says:  

Plan and write your essay. 

Review your notes and sources, then plan and draft your essay on the following 

topic: 

Use the standards for good literature that are described in “Is Criticism a 

Four-Letter Word?” to evaluate the literary quality of “Lab Partners.” 

3. Read the Evaluation Information 

Say: Find STEP 3 and read along as I tell you how your essay will be evaluated.  It says:  

Revise and edit your essay.   

The teachers evaluating your essay will be assigning levels for: 

• Statement of Purpose/Focus—how well you clearly state your claim on 

the topic, maintain your focus, and address the alternate or opposing 

claims 

• Organization—how well your ideas logically flow from the introduction to 

conclusion using effective transitions, and how well you stay on topic 

throughout the essay 

• Elaboration of Evidence—how well you provide evidence from sources 

about your claim and elaborate with specific information 

• Language and Vocabulary—how well you effectively express ideas 

using precise language that is appropriate for your audience and 

purpose 

• Conventions—how well you follow the rules of usage, punctuation, 

capitalization, and spelling 

Teachers reading your essay will evaluate only your final draft. 

4. Answer Any Questions 

Say: I can read the directions as often as needed, but I cannot translate, edit your work, 

explain, or give examples on what or how to write.  Do you have any questions 

before we begin?  

Do: Answer questions by rereading the directions. 

5. Begin Planning and Drafting 

Say: Now, go back to STEP 1 of the student directions sheet.  You have 45 minutes to 

read these passages, take notes, and start planning and drafting your essay.  You 

should think about the information you have read, which should help you write your 

essay.   
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Do: Write the ending time on the board to let students know when the first session will 

end. 

Say: Now, read your assignment and begin your work.  Manage your time carefully so 

that you have time to plan and draft your essay.  I’ll announce when you have 10 

minutes left.  You may begin. 

Do: Start timing now.  Monitor the class to ensure students are working productively, 

not using any other programs on the computer, and not using the Internet.   

If students finish early, encourage them to reread their work or silently read a book. 

6. Announce 10 Minutes Remaining  

Say:   You have 10 minutes left.   

7. End Session 1  

Say: Please stop writing.  Save your work on the computer.  Write your name on the top 

of your directions paper and the scratch paper. You will finish writing your essay 

during the next session.  

Do: If your next session will start on the next day, collect all materials.  If your next 

session will continue on the same day, provide a 15 minute break before beginning 

the second session.  

Session 2 (45 minutes) 

1. Distribute the Materials (if necessary) 

Do: Hand out the things students will need: 

___ Student Directions Argumentative Writing Task A  

___ Grade 7 Student Guide to Argumentative Writing (optional) 

___ Standard English dictionaries (optional) 

___ Blank scratch paper (lined or unlined) 

___ Pencils 

___ Highlighters, colored pencils or pens (optional) 

2. Review the Directions 

Say:   During the first session, you read two passages, took notes on these sources, and 

started planning and drafting an argumentative essay.  Now, you will have 45 

minutes to review, revise, and edit your essay.  You may reread the passages and 

use the notes you wrote on your scratch paper.  You will write your essay using the 

word processor on the computer. You may use spell check and grammar check.  

However, you may not use any other programs on the computer, and you may not 

use the Internet. 

Let’s review how your essay will be evaluated and then you can reread your essay 

and begin revising and editing.  Find STEP 3 and read along as I tell you how your 

essay will be evaluated.  It says:   
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Revise and edit your essay.   

The teachers evaluating your essay will be assigning levels for: 

• Statement of Purpose/Focus—how well you clearly state your claim on 

the topic, maintain your focus, and address the alternate or opposing 

claims 

• Organization—how well your ideas logically flow from the introduction to 

conclusion using effective transitions, and how well you stay on topic 

throughout the essay 

• Elaboration of Evidence—how well you provide evidence from sources 

about your claim and elaborate with specific information 

• Language and Vocabulary—how well you effectively express ideas 

using precise language that is appropriate for your audience and 

purpose 

• Conventions—how well you follow the rules of usage, punctuation, 

capitalization, and spelling 

Teachers reading your essay will evaluate only your final draft. 

3. Reread, Revise, and Edit 

Say: Now, continue working on your essay.  Manage your time carefully so that you can 

reread the essay you started during the last session, finish any drafting, and revise 

and edit for your final draft.  

Do: Write the ending time on the board to let students know when the second session 

will end. 

Say: I’ll announce when you have 10 minutes left. You may continue writing your essay 

now. 

Do: Start timing now.  Monitor the class to ensure students are working productively, 

not using any other programs on the computer, and not using the Internet.   

If students finish early, encourage them to reread their work or silently read a book. 

4. Announce 10 Minutes Remaining  

Say:  You have 10 minutes left.  Please work quickly to finish your final draft.  Remember, 

teachers reading your essay will only evaluate the final draft. 

5. End Session 2 

Say: Please stop writing.  Save your work on the computer.  I will collect your pencils and 

scratch paper.   

Do: Collect student writing by asking students to print their essays, or email them to you, 

or drop them in your virtual inbox.  
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Student Directions 

Grade 7 Argumentative Writing Task B 

YOUR 

ASSIGNMENT: 

You will read an excerpt from a play about a boy who is afraid of the sea. Take 

notes as you read. You will later write an argumentative essay on whether or not 

the main character overcomes his fear over the course of the play.  

 Read the passages and take notes on this source. 

Read the following play about fear and courage. Take notes to use later while 
writing your essay. You can look back at the passage and your notes as often as 
you like.   

 An excerpt from Call It Courage 

As you read, find information related to whether or not Mafatu overcomes his 
fear over the course of the play. 
 

 
 
Plan and write your essay. 
 
Review your notes and sources, then plan and draft your essay on the following 
topic: 
 
Explain whether or not Mafatu overcomes his fear over the course of the 
play.  

 Revise and edit your essay.   

The teachers evaluating your essay will be assigning levels for: 

• Statement of Purpose/Focus—how well you clearly state your claim on 

the topic, maintain your focus, and address the alternate or opposing 

claims 

• Organization—how well your ideas logically flow from the introduction to 

conclusion using effective transitions, and how well you stay on topic 

throughout the essay 

• Elaboration of Evidence—how well you provide evidence from sources 

about your claim and elaborate with specific information 

• Language and Vocabulary—how well you effectively express ideas using 

precise language that is appropriate for your audience and purpose 

• Conventions—how well you follow the rules of usage, punctuation, 

capitalization, and spelling 

Teachers reading your essay will evaluate only your final draft.   

Student Page 1 
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bonitos: 

mackerel-like fish 

 

An Excerpt from Call It Courage 

adapted by Bryon Cahill 

Cast of Characters: 
Narrators 1, 2, 3, 4 
Mafatu 
Mafatu’s fear 
Mafatu’s courage 
Kana, a village boy 
Village boys 1, 2, 3 
Moana, the sea god 

SCENE 2 

Narrator 4: Everyone sees Mafatu as the scared little boy who contributes nothing. 

Narrator 1: Mafatu wants desperately to help his village in any way that he can. He spends his time 
weaving nets for the fishermen and avoiding other boys. 

Narrator 2: The one boy who is friendly to Mafatu is Kana. Sometimes, Kana stays behind with 
Mafatu when the other boys go fishing with their fathers. 

Kana: The bonitos have begun to run, Mafatu. 

Mafatu: Yes. 

Kana: My father brought back word from the reef today. Already there are bonitos out there. 
Tomorrow we boys will go after them. That’s our job. It will be fun, eh? 

Narrator 3: Mafatu’s knuckles whiten. His ears pound with the swift fury of the sea. Kana, seeing that 
he is scared, starts to walk away. 

Mafatu’s courage: I wanted to cry out to him, “Wait, Kana! I’ll go! I’ll try!” 

Mafatu’s fear: But the words did not come. 

Narr 4: Later in the evening, the boys’ fathers all boast about their sons. Mafatu’s father, Tavana Nui, 
is silent. He is ashamed of his boy. 

Village boy 1: Hikueru is too poor. There are only fish from the sea. A man must be fearless to 
provide food. We will all go—every one of us! 

Village boy 2: Not all of us will go. Not Mafatu! 

Village boy 3: Ha! He is afraid! 

Kana: He makes good spears. 
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Village boy 1: Ho! That is woman’s work. 

Village boy 2: Mafatu is afraid of the sea. 

Village boy 3: He will never be a warrior. 

Kana: I have tried to be friendly to him. But he is good only for making spears. Mafatu is a coward. 

Narr 1: The boys disappear down the moonlit beach. Their laughter floats back on the night air. 
Mafatu stands still. 

Mafatu’s fear: Kana had spoken. He had voiced, once and for all, the feeling of the tribe. I, Mafatu, 
whom my father had once called Stout Heart, was a coward. 

Mafatu’s courage: That’s when I made up my mind. A fierce resentment flowed through me. I knew 
in an instant what I had to do: prove my courage to myself, and to others, or I could no longer live in 
their midst. 

Narr 2: Mafatu walks with purpose to his hut. There, he finds his dog, Uri. 

Mafatu: We’re going away, Uri. Off to the south there are other islands. 

Narr 3: Together, Mafatu and Uri head off to the shore’s edge. Mafatu flings half a dozen green 
drinking nuts and his fish spear into a canoe. Then boy and dog board the tiny vessel. 

Narr 4: He picks up a paddle, and, without giving another thought to fear, pushes off. 

Mafatu’s courage: The lagoon was as untroubled as a mirror. Noiselessly, I propelled the canoe 
forward, sending it half a length ahead with every thrust of my paddle. 

Mafatu’s fear: As I drew nearer to the barrier reef, the thunder of the surf increased. The old, familiar 
dread of it sunk in my stomach’s pit. 

Narr 1: Mafatu’s hands tighten on the paddle. For a second, he almost turns back. But then he sees 
his albatross, Kivi, flying high above him, guiding him. 

Mafatu: Kivi! You have come along on this adventure with us! My heart is lifted! 

Narr 2: The bird circles slowly in the moonlight, then heads out to the open ocean. Mafatu grips the 
steering paddle and follows. 

SCENE 3 

Narr 3: Day breaks over a gray and dismal world. Mafatu looks back over his shoulder, searching for 
the last glimpse of Hikueru, his home. But the island has vanished. 

Mafatu’s courage: I was out there. I was doing it. Me. The boy who was afraid. 

Narr 4: The sea is calm for Mafatu at first. As he paddles, he meets all sorts of sea creatures. 
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Mafatu’s courage: Flying fish broke the water, skimming away in a silver shimmer of flight. A dolphin 
sped after us, smooth-rolling in its pursuit, so close that I could hear the sound of its breathing. 

Narr 1: Mafatu opens one of the green drinking nuts and tilts his head back to let the cool liquid 
trickle down his parched throat. 

Mafatu: Would you like some food, Uri? 

Narr 2: Mafatu scoops out some gelatinous meat for his pup, who eats it gratefully. 

Narr 3: The boy looks to the sky, searching for Kivi. 

Mafatu: There are hundreds of birds in the sky, Uri! Perhaps thousands! Kivi could be any one of 
them or none at all! 

Narr 4: Uri just looks at Mafatu with curious dog eyes. 

Narr 1: Suddenly, the wind picks up. 

Mafatu’s fear: Storms in the South Pacific frequently come out of nowhere. I was very young when 
the sea god took my mother, but I remember how fast the weather turned. 

Narr 2: A light drizzle quickly turns to hard rain and blasts Mafatu’s sail. 

Mafatu’s fear: A heavy squall came upon us, and the waves got higher. All around us was tumbling 
water, gray in the hollows, greenish in the slopes. Like advance scouts of an oncoming army, wind 
gusts moved down upon our canoe, striking at it savagely. 

Mafatu: Spare us, Moana! 

Mafatu’s courage: Somehow, the sound of my own voice reassured me. I guided our small canoe well 
and with a skill I did not know I possessed. 

Narr 3: The sky darkens. A burst of lightning lights up the sea with supernatural brilliance. An 
instantaneous crack of thunder shatters the world. 

Narr 4: The storm rages on for hours, but Mafatu manages to keep his canoe afloat. The storm very 
slowly weakens in the night. When it finally subsides, the boy is exhausted from struggling against the 
currents. He believes he hears an old, familiar voice ringing in his ears. 

Moana: Someday, Mafatu, I will claim you. 

Narr 1: In the morning, the sun is warm on Mafatu’s sleeping face. He wakes and sees Uri looking out 
at something in the far distance. 

Mafatu’s courage: It was land! 

Mafatu: Uri! Uri! It’s land. Land! 

“An Excerpt from Call It Courage” adapted by Bryon Cahill. From Read Magazine, October 2010 issue. Copyright © 2010 
by The Weekly Reader Corporation. Reprinted by permission of Scholastic Inc. 
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Directions for Administering the 

Grade 7 Argumentative Writing Task B 

Session 1 (45 minutes) 

1. Distribute the Materials 

Do: Hand out the materials students will need to complete the formative writing task: 

___ Student Directions Argumentative Writing Task B 

___ Grade 7 Student Guide to Argumentative Writing (optional) 

___ Standard English dictionaries (optional) 

___ Blank scratch paper (lined or unlined) 

___ Pencils 

___ Highlighters, colored pencils or pens (optional) 

2. Read the Directions Aloud to the Students 

Say: Over two sessions, you will write an argumentative essay about whether or not a 

character overcomes his fear.  During the first session, you will have 45 minutes to 

read the directions, read an excerpt from a play, read how the teachers will 

evaluate your essay, and begin planning and drafting your essay.  During the 

second 45 minute session, you will finish drafting your essay and then revise and 

edit your final draft.   

You have a pencil and blank paper to use for taking notes and planning your essay.  

You may write, highlight, and underline on the student directions and passage.  

You will write your essay using the word processor on the computer. You may use 

spell check and grammar check.  However, you may not use any other programs 

on the computer, and you may not use the Internet.  

Find the YOUR ASSIGNMENT section at the top of page 1 of the student 

directions.  Read along while I read aloud.  It says:  

You will read an excerpt from a play about a boy who is afraid of the sea. Take 

notes as you read. You will later write an argumentative essay on whether or 

not the main character overcomes his fear over the course of the play.  

Next, find STEP 1.  It says:  

Read the passages and take notes on this source. 

Read the following play about fear and courage. Take notes to use later while 

writing your essay. You can look back at the passage and your notes as often 

as you like.   

 An excerpt from Call It Courage 

As you read, find information related to whether or not Mafatu overcomes his 

fear over the course of the play. 
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You will read this on your own; I will not read this to you.  

Now, find STEP 2.  It says:  

Plan and write your essay. 

Review your notes and sources, then plan and draft your essay on the following 

topic: 

Explain whether or not Mafatu overcomes his fear over the course of the 

play. 

3. Read the Evaluation Information 

Say: Find STEP 3 and read along as I tell you how your essay will be evaluated.  It says:  

Revise and edit your essay.   

The teachers evaluating your essay will be assigning levels for: 

• Statement of Purpose/Focus—how well you clearly state your claim on 

the topic, maintain your focus, and address the alternate or opposing 

claims 

• Organization—how well your ideas logically flow from the introduction to 

conclusion using effective transitions, and how well you stay on topic 

throughout the essay 

• Elaboration of Evidence—how well you provide evidence from sources 

about your claim and elaborate with specific information 

• Language and Vocabulary—how well you effectively express ideas 

using precise language that is appropriate for your audience and 

purpose 

• Conventions—how well you follow the rules of usage, punctuation, 

capitalization, and spelling 

Teachers reading your essay will evaluate only your final draft. 

4. Answer Any Questions 

Say: I can read the directions as often as needed, but I cannot translate, edit your work, 

explain, or give examples on what or how to write.  Do you have any questions 

before we begin?  

Do: Answer questions by rereading the directions. 

5. Begin Planning and Drafting 

Say: Now, go back to STEP 1 of the student directions sheet.  You have 45 minutes to 

read the excerpt, take notes, and start planning and drafting your essay.  You 

should think about the information you have read, which should help you write your 

essay.   

Do: Write the ending time on the board to let students know when the first session will 

end. 
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Say: Now, read your assignment and begin your work.  Manage your time carefully so 

that you have time to plan and draft your essay.  I’ll announce when you have 10 

minutes left.  You may begin. 

Do: Start timing now.  Monitor the class to ensure students are working productively, 

not using any other programs on the computer, and not using the Internet.   

If students finish early, encourage them to reread their work or silently read a book. 

6. Announce 10 Minutes Remaining  

Say:   You have 10 minutes left.   

7. End Session 1  

Say: Please stop writing.  Save your work on the computer.  Write your name on the top 

of your directions paper and the scratch paper. You will finish writing your essay 

during the next session.  

Do: If your next session will start on the next day, collect all materials.  If your next 

session will continue on the same day, provide a 15 minute break before beginning 

the second session.  

Session 2 (45 minutes) 

1. Distribute the Materials (if necessary) 

Do: Hand out the things students will need: 

___ Student Directions Argumentative Writing Task B 

___ Grade 7 Student Guide to Argumentative Writing (optional) 

___ Standard English dictionaries (optional) 

___ Blank scratch paper (lined or unlined) 

___ Pencils 

___ Highlighters, colored pencils or pens (optional) 

2. Review the Directions 

Say:   During the first session, you read an excerpt from a play, took notes on the excerpt, 

and started planning and drafting an argumentative essay.  Now, you will have 45 

minutes to review, revise, and edit your essay.  You may reread the passage and 

use the notes you wrote on your scratch paper.  You will write your essay using the 

word processor on the computer. You may use spell check and grammar check.  

However, you may not use any other programs on the computer, and you may not 

use the Internet. 

Let’s review how your essay will be evaluated and then you can reread your essay 

and begin revising and editing.  Find STEP 3 and read along as I tell you how your 

essay will be evaluated.  It says:   

Revise and edit your essay.   

The teachers evaluating your essay will be assigning levels for: 
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• Statement of Purpose/Focus—how well you clearly state your claim on 

the topic, maintain your focus, and address the alternate or opposing 

claims 

• Organization—how well your ideas logically flow from the introduction to 

conclusion using effective transitions, and how well you stay on topic 

throughout the essay 

• Elaboration of Evidence—how well you provide evidence from sources 

about your claim and elaborate with specific information 

• Language and Vocabulary—how well you effectively express ideas 

using precise language that is appropriate for your audience and 

purpose 

• Conventions—how well you follow the rules of usage, punctuation, 

capitalization, and spelling 

Teachers reading your essay will evaluate only your final draft. 

3. Reread, Revise, and Edit 

Say: Now, continue working on your essay.  Manage your time carefully so that you can 

reread the essay you started during the last session, finish any drafting, and revise 

and edit for your final draft.  

Do: Write the ending time on the board to let students know when the second session 

will end. 

Say: I’ll announce when you have 10 minutes left. You may continue writing your essay 

now. 

Do: Start timing now.  Monitor the class to ensure students are working productively, 

not using any other programs on the computer, and not using the Internet.   

If students finish early, encourage them to reread their work or silently read a book. 

4. Announce 10 Minutes Remaining  

Say:  You have 10 minutes left.  Please work quickly to finish your final draft.  Remember, 

teachers reading your essay will only evaluate the final draft. 

5. End Session 2 

Say: Please stop writing.  Save your work on the computer.  I will collect your pencils and 

scratch paper.   

Do: Collect student writing by asking students to print their essays, or email them to you, 

or drop them in your virtual inbox.  
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Student Directions 

Grade 7 Informative/Explanatory Writing Task A 

YOUR 

ASSIGNMENT: 
You will read two first-hand accounts of a robbery at a museum. Take notes as 

you read. You will later write an informative article about the robbery.  

 Read the passages and take notes on these sources. 

Read the following first-hand accounts. Take notes to use later while writing your 
essay. You can look back at the passage and your notes as often as you like.   

 “Testimony of Head Security Guard Chuck Martin” 

 “Testimony of Security Guard Larry Simons” 

As you read, take note of where the two accounts agree and where they differ.  

 

 Plan and write your essay. 

Review your notes and sources, then plan and draft your essay on the following 
topic: 

Write a newspaper article explaining what happened during the Grenheim 
Heist. Be sure to include details from both security guards’ accounts, 
without taking a position as to which account is true.   

 

 Revise and edit your essay.   

The teachers evaluating your essay will be assigning levels for: 

 Statement of Purpose/Focus – how well you clearly state and maintain 
your controlling idea or main idea  

 Organization – how well the ideas progress from the introduction to the 
conclusion using effective transitions and how well you stay on topic 
throughout the essay  

 Elaboration of Evidence – how well you provide evidence from sources 
about your topic and elaborate with specific information  

 Language and Vocabulary – how well you effectively express ideas using 
precise language that is appropriate for your audience and purpose  

 Conventions – how well you follow the rules of usage, punctuation, 
capitalization, and spelling 

Teachers reading your essay will evaluate only your final draft.   
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The Grenheim Heist 

The Grenheim Diamond, one of the largest and most valuable precious gems in the world, was on 

display at the Museum of Royal History until last night, when it was stolen. What follows are the 

testimonies of the two museum security guards who were on duty at the time. 

Testimony of Head Security Guard Chuck Martin 

 I was in the security office, watching the monitors. It was a normal night—quiet and 

slowuntil about a quarter after one. All of a sudden I see this man on the monitor in quadrant four, 

which is where the Egyptian display is. It’s on the other side of the museum from the Grenheim 

Diamond. The man was dressed in black, with a mask over his face, and was just walking down the 

hall as if he owned the place. I called the police. 

 I also radioed Larry Simons and told him we had an intruder in quadrant four. As Larry 

approached, the masked man slipped through to the Roman exhibit and then went downstairs 

toward the basement. I tracked him on the monitors and kept radioing Larry to tell him where to go. 

 I lost the intruder in the basement. There are no exhibits down there, just a cafeteria, some 

bathrooms, and some offices. We don’t keep it lit at night, so the security cameras don’t pick much 

up. Larry flipped the lights on when he got to the basement, but all I could see on the monitor was 

Larry. The intruder was gone. Hiding, I thought. 

 Suddenly I saw him again, but he was on the third floor near the Grenheim exhibit. I have no 

clue how he could have gotten up there so fast. Maybe there was more than one guy? I called Larry 

and told him to forget the basement and get to Grenheim as fast as he could. I watched the man run 

into the exhibit. The motion sensors set off alarms, which automatically close and lock the doors 

around the exhibit. The man worked fast. I could see him on the monitor. He had some sort of laser 

tool, which he used to carefully cut open the case that housed the Grenheim Diamond. Then, all at 

once, the power went out, and the whole museum, including my monitors, went black.  

 When the police arrived, I directed them to the Grenheim exhibit. When they reached it, the 

doors were still locked, so I told Larry to open the doors. When the police got inside, Larry radioed to 

say that the room was empty and the diamond was gone.  
 

 

“Testimony of Head Security Guard Chuck Martin” © WestEd. 
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Testimony of Security Guard Larry Simons 

 Must have been about one o’clock. I was up on the third floor making rounds when Chuck 

Martin radios me and says some guy is inside the museum. He says this guy’s down in quadrant four, 

so I make my way down there. I never see a guy, and Chuck calls and says, “Go to the Roman exhibit.” 

So I go. No guy. He calls again and says, “He’s heading for the basement.” So I go to the basement. 

 It’s dark down there, so I turn on the lights and don’t see anyone. I hear this noise in the 

kitchen, and I’m making my way back there when Chuck calls again and says, “Forget the basement—

get up to the Grenheim exhibit!” 

 I radio back to tell him I hear something in the kitchen and am going to check it out. But Chuck 

just tells me to forget it and get up to Grenheim. 

 So I head back to the Grenheim exhibit. I’m waiting for the elevator when the lights go out. 

The backup generator is supposed to kick in, and the lights should come on about three seconds 

after, but no lights come on. I figure this means no elevator either, so I turn on my flashlight and start 

running for the stairs. 

 When I get to the Grenheim exhibit, the two doors on each side of the room are closed and 

locked. I radio Chuck and tell him. He says, “Wait till the police get there, and then open the doors.” 

 Seems like five minutes before the police get there, but they finally get there, and I unlock the 

doors. I see that the case with the diamond has been smashed open, the diamond is gone, and the 

room is empty.  
 

 

“Testimony of Security Guard Larry Simmons” © WestEd. 
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Directions for Administering the 

Grade 7 Informative/Explanatory Writing Task A 

Session 1 (45 minutes) 

1. Distribute the Materials 

Do: Hand out the materials students will need to complete the formative writing task: 

___ Student Directions Informative/Explanatory Writing Task A 

___ Grade 7 Student Guide to Informative/Explanatory Writing (optional) 

___ Standard English dictionaries (optional) 

___ Blank scratch paper (lined or unlined) 

___ Pencils 

___ Highlighters, colored pencils or pens (optional) 

2. Read the Directions Aloud to the Students 

Say: Over two sessions, you will write an informative article about a museum robbery.  

During the first session, you will have 45 minutes to read the directions, read two 

firsthand accounts of the robbery, read how the teachers will evaluate your essay, 

and begin planning and drafting your essay.  During the second 45 minute session, 

you will finish drafting your essay and then revise and edit your final draft.   

You have a pencil and blank paper to use for taking notes and planning your essay.  

You may write, highlight, and underline on the student directions and passages.  

You will write your essay using the word processor on the computer. You may use 

spell check and grammar check.  However, you may not use any other programs 

on the computer, and you may not use the Internet.  

Find the YOUR ASSIGNMENT section at the top of page 1 of the student 

directions.  Read along while I read aloud.  It says:  

You will read two first-hand accounts of a robbery at a museum. Take notes as 

you read. You will later write an informative article about the robbery.  

Next, find STEP 1.  It says:  

Read the passages and take notes on these sources. 

Read the following first-hand accounts. Take notes to use later while writing 

your essay. You can look back at the passage and your notes as often as you 

like.   

 “Testimony of Head Security Guard Chuck Martin” 

 “Testimony of Security Guard Larry Simons” 

As you read, take note of where the two accounts agree and where they differ 

You will read this on your own; I will not read this to you.  

Now, find STEP 2.  It says:  
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Plan and write your essay. 

Review your notes and sources, then plan and draft your essay on the following 

topic: 

Write a newspaper article explaining what happened during the Grenheim 

Heist. Be sure to include details from both security guards’ accounts, 

without taking a position as to which account is true.   

3. Read the Evaluation Information 

Say: Find STEP 3 and read along as I tell you how your essay will be evaluated.  It says:  

Revise and edit your essay.   

The teachers evaluating your essay will be assigning levels for: 

 Statement of Purpose/Focus – how well you clearly state and maintain 

your controlling idea or main idea  

 Organization – how well the ideas progress from the introduction to the 

conclusion using effective transitions and how well you stay on topic 

throughout the essay  

 Elaboration of Evidence – how well you provide evidence from sources 

about your topic and elaborate with specific information  

 Language and Vocabulary – how well you effectively express ideas 

using precise language that is appropriate for your audience and 

purpose  

 Conventions – how well you follow the rules of usage, punctuation, 

capitalization, and spelling 

Teachers reading your essay will evaluate only your final draft. 

4. Answer Any Questions 

Say: I can read the directions as often as needed, but I cannot translate, edit your work, 

explain, or give examples on what or how to write.  Do you have any questions 

before we begin?  

Do: Answer questions by rereading the directions. 

5. Begin Planning and Drafting 

Say: Now, go back to STEP 1 of the student directions sheet.  You have 45 minutes to 

read these passages, take notes, and start planning and drafting your essay.  You 

should think about the information you have read, which should help you write your 

essay.   

Do: Write the ending time on the board to let students know when the first session will 

end. 

Say: Now, read your assignment and begin your work.  Manage your time carefully so 

that you have time to plan and draft your essay.  I’ll announce when you have 10 

minutes left.  You may begin. 
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Do: Start timing now.  Monitor the class to ensure students are working productively, 

not using any other programs on the computer, and not using the Internet.   

If students finish early, encourage them to reread their work or silently read a book. 

6. Announce 10 Minutes Remaining  

Say:   You have 10 minutes left.   

7. End Session 1  

Say: Please stop writing.  Save your work on the computer.  Write your name on the top 

of your directions paper and the scratch paper. You will finish writing your essay 

during the next session.  

Do: If your next session will start on the next day, collect all materials.  If your next 

session will continue on the same day, provide a 15 minute break before beginning 

the second session.  

Session 2 (45 minutes) 

1. Distribute the Materials (if necessary) 

Do: Hand out the things students will need: 

___ Student Directions Informative/Explanatory Writing Task A  

___ Grade 7 Student Guide to Informative/Explanatory Writing (optional) 

___ Standard English dictionaries (optional) 

___ Blank scratch paper (lined or unlined) 

___ Pencils 

___ Highlighters, colored pencils or pens (optional) 

2. Review the Directions 

Say:   During the first session, you read two firsthand accounts of a robbery, took notes on 

these sources, and started planning and drafting an informative/explanatory essay.  

Now, you will have 45 minutes to review, revise, and edit your essay.  You may 

reread the passages and use the notes you wrote on your scratch paper.  You will 

write your essay using the word processor on the computer. You may use spell 

check and grammar check.  However, you may not use any other programs on the 

computer, and you may not use the Internet. 

Let’s review how your essay will be evaluated and then you can reread your essay 

and begin revising and editing.  Find STEP 3 and read along as I tell you how your 

essay will be evaluated.  It says:   

Revise and edit your essay.   

The teachers evaluating your essay will be assigning levels for: 

 Statement of Purpose/Focus – how well you clearly state and maintain 

your controlling idea or main idea  
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 Organization – how well the ideas progress from the introduction to the 

conclusion using effective transitions and how well you stay on topic 

throughout the essay  

 Elaboration of Evidence – how well you provide evidence from sources 

about your topic and elaborate with specific information  

 Language and Vocabulary – how well you effectively express ideas 

using precise language that is appropriate for your audience and 

purpose  

 Conventions – how well you follow the rules of usage, punctuation, 

capitalization, and spelling 

Teachers reading your essay will evaluate only your final draft. 

3. Reread, Revise, and Edit 

Say: Now, continue working on your essay.  Manage your time carefully so that you can 

reread the essay you started during the last session, finish any drafting, and revise 

and edit for your final draft.  

Do: Write the ending time on the board to let students know when the second session 

will end. 

Say: I’ll announce when you have 10 minutes left. You may continue writing your essay 

now. 

Do: Start timing now.  Monitor the class to ensure students are working productively, 

not using any other programs on the computer, and not using the Internet.   

If students finish early, encourage them to reread their work or silently read a book. 

4. Announce 10 Minutes Remaining  

Say:  You have 10 minutes left.  Please work quickly to finish your final draft.  Remember, 

teachers reading your essay will only evaluate the final draft. 

5. End Session 2 

Say: Please stop writing.  Save your work on the computer.  I will collect your pencils and 

scratch paper.   

Do: Collect student writing by asking students to print their essays, or email them to you, 

or drop them in your virtual inbox.  
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Student Directions 

Grade 7 Informative/Explanatory Writing Task B 

YOUR 

ASSIGNMENT: 

You will read a passage about a prince and a young woman who have unusual 

names. Take notes on this passage. You will then plan and write an informative 

essay analyzing the characters of Capricious and Prudence.  

 Read the passages and take notes on these sources. 

Read the following passage. Take notes to use while writing your essay. You 
can look back at the passage and your notes as often as you like.  

 “A Race Between Capricious and Prudence” 

The word capricious is used to describe someone or something that is moved 
or controlled by a sudden desire. Prudence is the quality of being careful and 
having good judgment to avoid risk. As you read, take notes about ways the 
characters’ actions and words match the definitions of their names. 

 Plan and write your essay. 

Review your notes and sources, then plan and draft your essay on the following 
topic: 

Explain why “Capricious” and “Prudence” are appropriate names for the 
main characters of this story.  

 Revise and edit your essay.   

The teachers evaluating your essay will be assigning levels for: 

 Statement of Purpose/Focus – how well you clearly state and maintain 
your controlling idea or main idea  

 Organization – how well the ideas progress from the introduction to the 
conclusion using effective transitions and how well you stay on topic 
throughout the essay  

 Elaboration of Evidence – how well you provide evidence from sources 
about your topic and elaborate with specific information  

 Language and Vocabulary – how well you effectively express ideas using 
precise language that is appropriate for your audience and purpose  

 Conventions – how well you follow the rules of usage, punctuation, 
capitalization, and spelling.  

Teachers reading your essay will evaluate only your final draft.   
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A Race Between Capricious and Prudence 

 Here’s a story for you. Let’s say that this story happened in a kingdom far, far away, in a time 

long since past. I thought of saying that it happened in your town last week, but a story like this 

couldn’t happen here, could it? No, not likely. Let’s say that our story happened in a kingdom called 

Wantalot. 

 Now, in the Kingdom of Wantalot, there lived a handsome prince. Funny how the princes in 

stories are always handsome, isn’t it? Well, this one is no exception—if anything he was more 

handsome than most. This particular prince was known far and wide for wanting to possess 

everything he saw. The funny thing was, though, that as soon as the prince got what he wanted, he 

immediately lost interest and began coveting something else. Let’s call him Prince Capricious. 

 The king of Wantalot, Capricious’s father, was a very kind man. The people of the kingdom 

were very fond of their king, even if he did overindulge his son. Let’s call him King Magnanimous II. 

Now, when the prince wanted something, he immediately went to his father and asked for it. 

“Father, I want a new golden Frisbee1,” the prince said. (Yes, gold is probably a poor material with 

which to make a flying disk, but go with me here. I’m trying to make a point.) “I do so need a new 

golden Frisbee because my old one has completely lost its shine, and they’re on sale right now at 

Goldmen’s, and all of the princes have new ones, and you wouldn’t want me to be the only one 

without the latest model of golden Frisbee, would you?” 

 King Magnanimous protested a bit, saying that the prince didn’t really need a new golden 

Frisbee and that he never even used the old one and that gold was really a poor material for a flying 

disk anyway. But the prince was persistent, eventually exclaiming, “I will simply MELT if I do not get a 

new golden Frisbee!TM” 

 Upon hearing these words, the king relented. For all he knew, his son just might go off and 

melt, and then how would the king feel? So an order was dispatched to Goldmen’s, which would 

immediately send over the latest and greatest model. The prince felt overwhelmed with joy as he 

took the Frisbee in his hands, excitement vibrating through him like an electric current. But inevitably 

(for it happened in the same way with everything), as the prince tossed the Frisbee to the breeze, 

along with it he tossed his desire for the Frisbee. That flight was the first and last at the hands of the 

prince, for Capricious had already set his sights on something shinier. 

 As you may have guessed, the prince’s fickleness led to a large pile of neglected items. This 

pile stood in back of the castle, and it grew so much with each passing year that by the time 

Capricious was thirteen years old, the pile had become a mountain of castaway items. It was so big, in 

fact, that the people of Wantalot named it Mount Consumption. Needless to say, Mount 

Consumption was conspicuous—it could be seen from miles around. 

1Frisbee® is a Registered Trademark of ©2013 Wham-O Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
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 Now, on a farm nestled in the shadow of Mount Consumption there lived a small family. The 

family made a meager but honest living tilling the land, and they were content—until one day when 

the family’s shovel broke. The shovel was very old and had been handed down through the 

generations. It had been mended many times, but it had finally given out—its digging days were 

done. The family did not have enough money to buy a new shovel, so they sent their wise young 

daughter to the nearby castle to see if she could work something out. Let’s call the daughter 

Prudence. 

 Prudence was able to get an immediate audience with the king (she was industrious and the 

king was a nice guy, remember). “Your Majesty,” said Prudence, “my family is in need of a new 

shovel. Would you be willing to trade a shovel for some fresh vegetables?” 

 “Oh, certainly, my dear,” said King Magnanimous, “but you may keep your vegetables. I will 

give you one of my son’s shovels for free. He doesn’t use them. Just go to Mount Consumption out 

back and pick one of the golden ones from the pile—there are plenty to be had.” 

 “NO!” roared Prince Capricious, who was sitting next to his father, explaining how much he 

needed a new platinum kite. “Those shovels are mine!” 

 Well, the king insisted and the prince protested, but they were at an impasse—neither would 

relent. Finally, Prudence spoke up. 

 “Your Majesty, if I may offer a suggestion, how about a contest? You could put a shovel at the 

very tippy top of Mount Consumption. Then the prince and I can race up the mountain. Whoever gets 

to the shovel first wins.” 

 So the race was run, and it was an arduous task for both participants due to the great height 

of the mountain and the unsteady footing. But in the end, there was a victor—Prince Capricious won 

the race and claimed his prize. 

 Now, you may think this is an unsatisfying ending, which it is. But that’s what happened. 

Afterword 

 Okay, so I don’t like that ending either. It offends my sense of justice. But it’s already written, 

so it can’t be changed. However, we do have the option of adding an afterword, so here it is. 

  A funny thing happened after Prince Capricious won the race. Since it was the first time he 

ever got something that wasn’t just given to him, the prince took great pride in the shovel and prized 

it as his most valuable possession and used it on a regular basis for the rest of his life. And King 

Magnanimous felt so grateful for this outcome that he gave Prudence a brand new golden shovel, 

which she immediately sold and bought a new tractor. Now that’s a better ending, isn’t it? 

 

“A Race Between Capricious and Prudence” © WestEd. 
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Directions for Administering the 

Grade 7 Informative/Explanatory Writing Task B 

Session 1 (45 minutes) 

1. Distribute the Materials 

Do: Hand out the materials students will need to complete the formative writing task: 

___ Student Directions Informative/Explanatory Writing Task B 

___ Grade 7 Student Guide to Informative/Explanatory Writing (optional) 

___ Standard English dictionaries (optional) 

___ Blank scratch paper (lined or unlined) 

___ Pencils 

___ Highlighters, colored pencils or pens (optional) 

2. Read the Directions Aloud to the Students 

Say: Over two sessions, you will write an informative essay analyzing the characters of 

Capricious and Prudence.  During the first session, you will have 45 minutes to 

read the directions, read a short story, read how the teachers will evaluate your 

essay, and begin planning and drafting your essay.  During the second 45 minute 

session, you will finish drafting your essay and then revise and edit your final draft.   

You have a pencil and blank paper to use for taking notes and planning your essay.  

You may write, highlight, and underline on the student directions and passage.  

You will write your essay using the word processor on the computer. You may use 

spell check and grammar check.  However, you may not use any other programs 

on the computer, and you may not use the Internet.  

Find the YOUR ASSIGNMENT section at the top of page 1 of the student 

directions.  Read along while I read aloud.  It says:  

You will read a passage about a prince and a young woman who have unusual 

names. Take notes on this passage. You will then plan and write an informative 

essay analyzing the characters of Capricious and Prudence.  

Next, find STEP 1.  It says:  

Read the passages and take notes on these sources. 

Read the following passage. Take notes to use while writing your essay. You 

can look back at the passage and your notes as often as you like.  

 “A Race Between Capricious and Prudence” 

The word capricious is used to describe someone or something that is moved 

or controlled by a sudden desire. Prudence is the quality of being careful and 

having good judgment to avoid risk. As you read, take notes about ways the 

characters’ actions and words match the definitions of their names. 

You will read this on your own; I will not read this to you.  
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Now, find STEP 2.  It says:  

Plan and write your essay. 

Review your notes and sources, then plan and draft your essay on the following 

topic: 

Explain why “Capricious” and “Prudence” are appropriate names for the 

main characters of this story 

3. Read the Evaluation Information 

Say: Find STEP 3 and read along as I tell you how your essay will be evaluated.  It says:  

Revise and edit your essay.   

The teachers evaluating your essay will be assigning levels for: 

 Statement of Purpose/Focus – how well you clearly state and maintain 

your controlling idea or main idea  

 Organization – how well the ideas progress from the introduction to the 

conclusion using effective transitions and how well you stay on topic 

throughout the essay  

 Elaboration of Evidence – how well you provide evidence from sources 

about your topic and elaborate with specific information  

 Language and Vocabulary – how well you effectively express ideas 

using precise language that is appropriate for your audience and 

purpose  

 Conventions – how well you follow the rules of usage, punctuation, 

capitalization, and spelling 

Teachers reading your essay will evaluate only your final draft. 

4. Answer Any Questions 

Say: I can read the directions as often as needed, but I cannot translate, edit your work, 

explain, or give examples on what or how to write.  Do you have any questions 

before we begin?  

Do: Answer questions by rereading the directions. 

5. Begin Planning and Drafting 

Say: Now, go back to STEP 1 of the student directions sheet.  You have 45 minutes to 

read the passage, take notes, and start planning and drafting your essay.  You 

should think about the information you have read, which should help you write your 

essay.   

Do: Write the ending time on the board to let students know when the first session will 

end. 
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Say: Now, read your assignment and begin your work.  Manage your time carefully so 

that you have time to plan and draft your essay.  I’ll announce when you have 10 

minutes left.  You may begin. 

Do: Start timing now.  Monitor the class to ensure students are working productively, 

not using any other programs on the computer, and not using the Internet.   

If students finish early, encourage them to reread their work or silently read a book. 

6. Announce 10 Minutes Remaining  

Say:   You have 10 minutes left.   

7. End Session 1  

Say: Please stop writing.  Save your work on the computer.  Write your name on the top 

of your directions paper and the scratch paper. You will finish writing your essay 

during the next session.  

Do: If your next session will start on the next day, collect all materials.  If your next 

session will continue on the same day, provide a 15 minute break before beginning 

the second session.  

Session 2 (45 minutes) 

1. Distribute the Materials (if necessary) 

Do: Hand out the things students will need: 

___ Student Directions Informative/Explanatory Writing Task B 

___ Grade 7 Student Guide to Informative/Explanatory Writing (optional) 

___ Standard English dictionaries (optional) 

___ Blank scratch paper (lined or unlined) 

___ Pencils 

___ Highlighters, colored pencils or pens (optional) 

2. Review the Directions 

Say:   During the first session, you read a short story, took notes on the characters, and 

started planning and drafting an informative/explanatory essay.  Now, you will have 

45 minutes to review, revise, and edit your essay.  You may reread the passage and 

use the notes you wrote on your scratch paper.  You will write your essay using the 

word processor on the computer. You may use spell check and grammar check.  

However, you may not use any other programs on the computer, and you may not 

use the Internet. 

Let’s review how your essay will be evaluated and then you can reread your essay 

and begin revising and editing.  Find STEP 3 and read along as I tell you how your 

essay will be evaluated.  It says:   

Revise and edit your essay.   

The teachers evaluating your essay will be assigning levels for: 
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 Statement of Purpose/Focus – how well you clearly state and maintain 

your controlling idea or main idea  

 Organization – how well the ideas progress from the introduction to the 

conclusion using effective transitions and how well you stay on topic 

throughout the essay  

 Elaboration of Evidence – how well you provide evidence from sources 

about your topic and elaborate with specific information  

 Language and Vocabulary – how well you effectively express ideas 

using precise language that is appropriate for your audience and 

purpose  

 Conventions – how well you follow the rules of usage, punctuation, 

capitalization, and spelling 

Teachers reading your essay will evaluate only your final draft. 

3. Reread, Revise, and Edit 

Say: Now, continue working on your essay.  Manage your time carefully so that you can 

reread the essay you started during the last session, finish any drafting, and revise 

and edit for your final draft.  

Do: Write the ending time on the board to let students know when the second session 

will end. 

Say: I’ll announce when you have 10 minutes left. You may continue writing your essay 

now. 

Do: Start timing now.  Monitor the class to ensure students are working productively, 

not using any other programs on the computer, and not using the Internet.   

If students finish early, encourage them to reread their work or silently read a book. 

4. Announce 10 Minutes Remaining  

Say:  You have 10 minutes left.  Please work quickly to finish your final draft.  Remember, 

teachers reading your essay will only evaluate the final draft. 

5. End Session 2 

Say: Please stop writing.  Save your work on the computer.  I will collect your pencils and 

scratch paper.   

Do: Collect student writing by asking students to print their essays, or email them to you, 

or drop them in your virtual inbox.  
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Student Directions 

Grade 7 Informative/Explanatory Writing Task C 

YOUR 

ASSIGNMENT: 

You will read a passage about one of the most celebrated singers of the 

twentieth century. Take notes as you read. You will write an explanatory essay 

on the obstacles Marian Anderson overcame.   

 Read the passages and take notes on these sources. 

Read the following passage about Marian Anderson. Take notes to use later 
while writing your essay. You can look back at the passage and your notes as 
often as you like. 

 “Marian Anderson: A Voice for Freedom” 

As you read, take notes on the barriers she overcame to achieve success as a 
singer.  

 Plan and write your essay. 

Now, review your notes and sources, plan, and draft your essay on the following 
topic: 

Identify the barriers that Marian Anderson overcame to become one of the 
most celebrated singers of the twentieth century, and explain how she 
overcame them. 

 Revise and edit your essay.   

The teachers evaluating your essay will be assigning levels for: 

 Statement of Purpose/Focus – how well you clearly state and maintain 
your controlling idea or main idea  

 Organization – how well the ideas progress from the introduction to the 
conclusion using effective transitions and how well you stay on topic 
throughout the essay  

 Elaboration of Evidence – how well you provide evidence from sources 
about your topic and elaborate with specific information  

 Language and Vocabulary – how well you effectively express ideas using 
precise language that is appropriate for your audience and purpose  

 Conventions – how well you follow the rules of usage, punctuation, 
capitalization, and spelling 

Teachers reading your essay will evaluate only your final draft.   
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Marian Anderson: A Voice for Freedom 

by Bryan Brown 

 On the morning of April 9, 1939, for the first time ever, workers carried a grand piano up the 

marble steps of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C. Others set up microphones and a sound 

system. By 5 o’clock on that Easter Sunday, about 75,000 people had crowded onto the Mall. Many 

were from the city’s black community. As one attendee later said, everyone knew how important the 

day was. 

 At last, African-American contralto Marian Anderson stepped up to 

the microphone. “I had a feeling that a great wave of goodwill poured out 

from these people, almost engulfing [overwhelming] me,” she later wrote. 

“And when I stood up to sing [“America”], I felt for a moment as though I 

were choking. For a desperate second I thought that the words, well as I 

know them, would not come.” 

 Anderson had been denied the right to sing in Washington’s Constitution Hall because she 

was black. Many people had been enraged at the injustice. In response, a few influential people, 

including First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, had organized the concert on the Mall. Now, Anderson was 

standing at the place where, 24 years later, Martin Luther King Jr. would give his “I Have a Dream” 

speech. On that afternoon in 1939, Anderson struck her blow for freedom simply by singing. 

“Free as a Bird” 

 Marian Anderson was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on February 27, 1897. The oldest of 

three girls, she was a happy child, especially when singing in the choir at the Union Baptist Church. 

From the beginning, adults noticed her naturally beautiful, powerful voice. 

 When Marian was 12, her father died. Marian had to go to work to help support her family. 

She delivered laundry that her mother took in, and scrubbed the white marble steps of Philadelphia 

row houses. 

 There was never money for music lessons. But people sensed that Marian had a destiny. On 

many occasions, the congregation at Union Baptist raised money for her. “We want to do something 

for our Marian,” the Reverend Wesley Parks said. The first collection brought in $17.02. Marian used 

the money to buy fabric, which her mother made into Marian’s first evening gown. 

 “I sang naturally, free as a bird, with a voice of considerable size and wide range,” Anderson 

later wrote in her autobiography. “There was no difficulty in filling the church auditorium.” Soon, she 

was in demand at black colleges and churches. 

“A Cold, Horrifying Hand” 

 But there were barriers to overcome. One day, Anderson tried to apply to a Philadelphia 
music school. When she reached the front of the line, the white woman who was taking applications 
ignored her for a long time. Finally, the woman said, “We don’t take colored.” (Colored is a term once 
widely used for black Americans that is now considered offensive.) 
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 “I don’t think I said a word,” Anderson later wrote. “It was as if a cold, horrifying hand had 
been laid on me. I turned and walked out. It was my first contact with the blunt, brutal words, and 
this school of music was the last place I expected to hear them.” 

 As Anderson grew more famous and traveled farther from 
home, discrimination remained a problem. In the South in the early 
20th century, Jim Crow laws required the separation of races in many 
public places. 

 Nonetheless, in time, she established a reputation in the great 
concert halls of Europe. There she perfected a program of European art 
songs and spirituals. In 1935, the famous conductor Arturo Toscanini 
heard Anderson sing in Salzburg, Austria. “A voice like yours is heard 
once in a hundred years,” he said. 

 At this point, Anderson was ready to be discovered by her own country. She appeared 
repeatedly on the radio, heard by millions of Americans. In 1936, Eleanor Roosevelt invited Anderson 
to sing at the White House for President Franklin D. Roosevelt and herself. The next day, Mrs. 
Roosevelt wrote in her newspaper column, “My Day,” “I have rarely heard a more beautiful and 
moving voice.” 

 In 1939, promoters tried to rent Constitution Hall for a Marian Anderson concert. Constitution 
Hall was owned by a group called the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR). The all-white DAR 
was an exclusive organization of women descended from patriots of the American Revolution. The 
DAR refused to rent its hall to nonwhites. 

 A storm of protest followed the decision. Eleanor Roosevelt was so angry that she resigned 
from the DAR. Soon, she helped organize the concert on the Mall. 

A Great Day of Pride 

 Easter Sunday started out cold and overcast. But by late afternoon, the sun had broken 
through the clouds. Shortly after 5 o’clock, Harold Ickes (ICK-eez), the U.S. Secretary of the Interior, 
introduced Anderson to the crowd. “Genius draws no color line,” he said. 

 Somehow, Anderson remembered, she got her voice to work. “I am so overwhelmed, I just 
can’t talk,” she told the audience at the end of the concert. “I can’t tell you what you have done for 
me today. I thank you from the bottom of my heart again and again.” 

 The concert proved to be a turning point for Anderson. She went on to achieve great fame. In 
1955, she overcame discrimination at New York City’s Metropolitan Opera, becoming the first 
African-American singer to perform there as a regular member. 

 Black Americans looked upon the Easter 1939 concert with tremendous pride. Decades later, 
many took part in the civil rights demonstrations of the 1960s. For them, that great day Marian 
Anderson sang on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial had been the start of it all.  
 

 

“Marian Anderson: A Voice for Freedom” by Bryan Brown. From Junior Scholastic, March 6, 2006 issue. Copyright © 2006 

by Scholastic Inc. Reprinted by permission of Scholastic Inc. 
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Directions for Administering the 

Grade 7 Informative/Explanatory Writing Task C 

Session 1 (45 minutes) 

1. Distribute the Materials 

Do: Hand out the materials students will need to complete the formative writing task: 

___ Student Directions Informative/Explanatory Writing Task C 

___ Grade 7 Student Guide to Informative/Explanatory Writing (optional) 

___ Standard English dictionaries (optional) 

___ Blank scratch paper (lined or unlined) 

___ Pencils 

___ Highlighters, colored pencils or pens (optional) 

2. Read the Directions Aloud to the Students 

Say: Over two sessions, you will write an informative/explanatory essay about the 

obstacles Marian Anderson overcame.  During the first session, you will have 45 

minutes to read the directions, read some information about Marion Anderson, read 

how the teachers will evaluate your essay, and begin planning and drafting your 

essay.  During the second 45 minute session, you will finish drafting your essay 

and then revise and edit your final draft.   

You have a pencil and blank paper to use for taking notes and planning your essay.  

You may write, highlight, and underline on the student directions and passage.  

You will write your essay using the word processor on the computer. You may use 

spell check and grammar check.  However, you may not use any other programs 

on the computer, and you may not use the Internet.  

Find the YOUR ASSIGNMENT section at the top of page 1 of the student 

directions.  Read along while I read aloud.  It says:  

You will read a passage about one of the most celebrated singers of the 

twentieth century. Take notes as you read. You will write an explanatory essay 

on the obstacles Marian Anderson overcame.   

Next, find STEP 1.  It says:  

Read the passages and take notes on these sources. 

Read the following passage about Marian Anderson. Take notes to use later 

while writing your essay. You can look back at the passage and your notes as 

often as you like. 

 “Marian Anderson: A Voice for Freedom” 

As you read, take notes on the barriers she overcame to achieve success as a 

singer.  

You will read this on your own; I will not read this to you.  
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Now, find STEP 2.  It says:  

Plan and write your essay. 

Now, review your notes and sources, plan, and draft your essay on the 

following topic: 

Identify the barriers that Marian Anderson overcame to become one of the 

most celebrated singers of the twentieth century, and explain how she 

overcame them. 

3. Read the Evaluation Information 

Say: Find STEP 3 and read along as I tell you how your essay will be evaluated.  It says:  

Revise and edit your essay.   

The teachers evaluating your essay will be assigning levels for: 

 Statement of Purpose/Focus – how well you clearly state and maintain 

your controlling idea or main idea  

 Organization – how well the ideas progress from the introduction to the 

conclusion using effective transitions and how well you stay on topic 

throughout the essay  

 Elaboration of Evidence – how well you provide evidence from sources 

about your topic and elaborate with specific information  

 Language and Vocabulary – how well you effectively express ideas 

using precise language that is appropriate for your audience and 

purpose  

 Conventions – how well you follow the rules of usage, punctuation, 

capitalization, and spelling 

Teachers reading your essay will evaluate only your final draft. 

4. Answer Any Questions 

Say: I can read the directions as often as needed, but I cannot translate, edit your work, 

explain, or give examples on what or how to write.  Do you have any questions 

before we begin?  

Do: Answer questions by rereading the directions. 

5. Begin Planning and Drafting 

Say: Now, go back to STEP 1 of the student directions sheet.  You have 45 minutes to 

read the passage, take notes, and start planning and drafting your essay.  You 

should think about the information you have read, which should help you write your 

essay.   

Do: Write the ending time on the board to let students know when the first session will 

end. 
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Say: Now, read your assignment and begin your work.  Manage your time carefully so 

that you have time to plan and draft your essay.  I’ll announce when you have 10 

minutes left.  You may begin. 

Do: Start timing now.  Monitor the class to ensure students are working productively, 

not using any other programs on the computer, and not using the Internet.   

If students finish early, encourage them to reread their work or silently read a book. 

6. Announce 10 Minutes Remaining  

Say:   You have 10 minutes left.   

7. End Session 1  

Say: Please stop writing.  Save your work on the computer.  Write your name on the top 

of your directions paper and the scratch paper. You will finish writing your essay 

during the next session.  

Do: If your next session will start on the next day, collect all materials.  If your next 

session will continue on the same day, provide a 15 minute break before beginning 

the second session.  

Session 2 (45 minutes) 

1. Distribute the Materials (if necessary) 

Do: Hand out the things students will need: 

___ Student Directions Informative/Explanatory Writing Task C  

___ Grade 7 Student Guide to Informative/Explanatory Writing (optional) 

___ Standard English dictionaries (optional) 

___ Blank scratch paper (lined or unlined) 

___ Pencils 

___ Highlighters, colored pencils or pens (optional) 

2. Review the Directions 

Say:   During the first session, you read some information about Marian Anderson, took 

notes on this source, and started planning and drafting an informative/explanatory 

essay.  Now, you will have 45 minutes to review, revise, and edit your essay.  You 

may reread the passage and use the notes you wrote on your scratch paper.  You 

will write your essay using the word processor on the computer. You may use spell 

check and grammar check.  However, you may not use any other programs on the 

computer, and you may not use the Internet. 

Let’s review how your essay will be evaluated and then you can reread your essay 

and begin revising and editing.  Find STEP 3 and read along as I tell you how your 

essay will be evaluated.  It says:   

Revise and edit your essay.   

The teachers evaluating your essay will be assigning levels for: 
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 Statement of Purpose/Focus – how well you clearly state and maintain 

your controlling idea or main idea  

 Organization – how well the ideas progress from the introduction to the 

conclusion using effective transitions and how well you stay on topic 

throughout the essay  

 Elaboration of Evidence – how well you provide evidence from sources 

about your topic and elaborate with specific information  

 Language and Vocabulary – how well you effectively express ideas 

using precise language that is appropriate for your audience and 

purpose  

 Conventions – how well you follow the rules of usage, punctuation, 

capitalization, and spelling 

Teachers reading your essay will evaluate only your final draft. 

3. Reread, Revise, and Edit 

Say: Now, continue working on your essay.  Manage your time carefully so that you can 

reread the essay you started during the last session, finish any drafting, and revise 

and edit for your final draft.  

Do: Write the ending time on the board to let students know when the second session 

will end. 

Say: I’ll announce when you have 10 minutes left. You may continue writing your essay 

now. 

Do: Start timing now.  Monitor the class to ensure students are working productively, 

not using any other programs on the computer, and not using the Internet.   

If students finish early, encourage them to reread their work or silently read a book. 

4. Announce 10 Minutes Remaining  

Say:  You have 10 minutes left.  Please work quickly to finish your final draft.  Remember, 

teachers reading your essay will only evaluate the final draft. 

5. End Session 2 

Say: Please stop writing.  Save your work on the computer.  I will collect your pencils and 

scratch paper.   

Do: Collect student writing by asking students to print their essays, or email them to you, 

or drop them in your virtual inbox.  
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Student Directions 

Grade 7 Narrative Writing Task A 

YOUR 

ASSIGNMENT: 

You will read two first-hand accounts of a robbery at a museum. Take notes as 

you read. You will later write a narrative based on these accounts.   

 Read the passages and take notes on these sources. 

Read the following testimonies about the robbery. Take notes to use later while 
writing your essay. You can look back at the passages and your notes as often 
as you like. 

 “Testimony of Head Security Guard Chuck Martin” 

 “Testimony of Security Guard Larry Simons” 

The details in the testimonies do not always agree.  As you read, decide which 
details you will include in your narrative. 

 Plan and write your narrative. 

Now, review your notes and sources, then plan and draft your essay on the 
following topic: 

Imagine that you are the thief.  Write your testimony about how the 
Grenheim heist occurred.   Be sure to use narrative techniques that are 
similar to those used in the security guards’ testimonies.   

 

 Revise and edit your narrative.   

The teachers evaluating your essay will be assigning levels for: 

 Narrative Focus – how well you maintain your focus, and establish a 
setting, narrator and or characters, and point of view  

 Organization – how well the events logically flow from beginning to end 
using effective transitions and how well you stay on topic throughout the 
essay  

 Elaboration of Narrative – how well you elaborate with details, dialogue, 
and description to advance the story or illustrate the experience  

 Language and Vocabulary – how well you effectively express 
experiences or events using sensory, concrete, and figurative language 
that is appropriate for your purpose  

 Conventions – how well you follow the rules of usage, punctuation, 
capitalization, and spelling 

Teachers reading your essay will evaluate only your final draft. 

Student Page 1 
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GO ON 
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The Grenheim Heist 

The Grenheim Diamond, one of the largest and most valuable precious gems in the world, was on 

display at the Museum of Royal History until last night, when it was stolen. What follows are the 

testimonies of the two museum security guards who were on duty at the time. 

Testimony of Head Security Guard Chuck Martin 

 I was in the security office, watching the monitors. It was a normal night—quiet and 

slowuntil about a quarter after one. All of a sudden I see this man on the monitor in quadrant four, 

which is where the Egyptian display is. It’s on the other side of the museum from the Grenheim 

Diamond. The man was dressed in black, with a mask over his face, and was just walking down the 

hall as if he owned the place. I called the police. 

 I also radioed Larry Simons and told him we had an intruder in quadrant four. As Larry 

approached, the masked man slipped through to the Roman exhibit and then went downstairs 

toward the basement. I tracked him on the monitors and kept radioing Larry to tell him where to go. 

 I lost the intruder in the basement. There are no exhibits down there, just a cafeteria, some 

bathrooms, and some offices. We don’t keep it lit at night, so the security cameras don’t pick much 

up. Larry flipped the lights on when he got to the basement, but all I could see on the monitor was 

Larry. The intruder was gone. Hiding, I thought. 

 Suddenly I saw him again, but he was on the third floor near the Grenheim exhibit. I have no 

clue how he could have gotten up there so fast. Maybe there was more than one guy? I called Larry 

and told him to forget the basement and get to Grenheim as fast as he could. I watched the man run 

into the exhibit. The motion sensors set off alarms, which automatically close and lock the doors 

around the exhibit. The man worked fast. I could see him on the monitor. He had some sort of laser 

tool, which he used to carefully cut open the case that housed the Grenheim Diamond. Then, all at 

once, the power went out, and the whole museum, including my monitors, went black.  

 When the police arrived, I directed them to the Grenheim exhibit. When they reached it, the 

doors were still locked, so I told Larry to open the doors. When the police got inside, Larry radioed to 

say that the room was empty and the diamond was gone.  
 

 

“Testimony of Head Security Guard Chuck Martin” © WestEd. 
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Testimony of Security Guard Larry Simons 

 Must have been about one o’clock. I was up on the third floor making rounds when Chuck 

Martin radios me and says some guy is inside the museum. He says this guy’s down in quadrant four, 

so I make my way down there. I never see a guy, and Chuck calls and says, “Go to the Roman exhibit.” 

So I go. No guy. He calls again and says, “He’s heading for the basement.” So I go to the basement. 

 It’s dark down there, so I turn on the lights and don’t see anyone. I hear this noise in the 

kitchen, and I’m making my way back there when Chuck calls again and says, “Forget the basement—

get up to the Grenheim exhibit!” 

 I radio back to tell him I hear something in the kitchen and am going to check it out. But Chuck 

just tells me to forget it and get up to Grenheim. 

 So I head back to the Grenheim exhibit. I’m waiting for the elevator when the lights go out. 

The backup generator is supposed to kick in, and the lights should come on about three seconds 

after, but no lights come on. I figure this means no elevator either, so I turn on my flashlight and start 

running for the stairs. 

 When I get to the Grenheim exhibit, the two doors on each side of the room are closed and 

locked. I radio Chuck and tell him. He says, “Wait till the police get there, and then open the doors.” 

 Seems like five minutes before the police get there, but they finally get there, and I unlock the 

doors. I see that the case with the diamond has been smashed open, the diamond is gone, and the 

room is empty.  
 

 

“Testimony of Security Guard Larry Simmons” © WestEd. 
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Directions for Administering the 

Grade 7 Narrative Writing Task A 

Session 1 (45 minutes) 

1. Distribute the Materials 

Do: Hand out the materials students will need to complete the formative writing task: 

___ Student Directions Narrative Writing Task A 

___ Grade 7 Student Guide to Narrative Writing (optional) 

___ Standard English dictionaries (optional) 

___ Blank scratch paper (lined or unlined) 

___ Pencils 

___ Highlighters, colored pencils or pens (optional) 

2. Read the Directions Aloud to the Students 

Say: Over two sessions, you will write a narrative about a robbery at a museum.  During 

the first session, you will have 45 minutes to read the directions, read two firsthand 

accounts of the robbery, read how the teachers will evaluate your essay, and begin 

planning and drafting your essay.  During the second 45 minute session, you will 

finish drafting your essay and then revise and edit your final draft.   

You have a pencil and blank paper to use for taking notes and planning your essay.  

You may write, highlight, and underline on the student directions and passages.  

You will write your essay using the word processor on the computer. You may use 

spell check and grammar check.  However, you may not use any other programs 

on the computer, and you may not use the Internet.  

Find the YOUR ASSIGNMENT section at the top of page 1 of the student 

directions.  Read along while I read aloud.  It says:  

You will read two first-hand accounts of a robbery at a museum. Take notes as 

you read. You will later write a narrative based on these accounts.   

Next, find STEP 1.  It says:  

Read the passages and take notes on these sources. 

Read the following testimonies about the robbery. Take notes to use later while 

writing your essay. You can look back at the passages and your notes as often 

as you like. 

 “Testimony of Head Security Guard Chuck Martin” 

 “Testimony of Security Guard Larry Simons” 

The details in the testimonies do not always agree.  As you read, decide which 

details you will include in your narrative. 

You will read this on your own; I will not read this to you.  
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Now, find STEP 2.  It says:  

Plan and write your narrative. 

Now, review your notes and sources, then plan and draft your essay on the 

following topic: 

Imagine that you are the thief.  Write your testimony about how the 

Grenheim heist occurred.   Be sure to use narrative techniques that are 

similar to those used in the security guards’ testimonies.   

3. Read the Evaluation Information 

Say: Find STEP 3 and read along as I tell you how your essay will be evaluated.  It says:  

Revise and edit your narrative.   

The teachers evaluating your essay will be assigning levels for: 

 Narrative Focus – how well you maintain your focus, and establish a 

setting, narrator and or characters, and point of view  

 Organization – how well the events logically flow from beginning to end 

using effective transitions and how well you stay on topic throughout the 

essay  

 Elaboration of Narrative – how well you elaborate with details, dialogue, 

and description to advance the story or illustrate the experience  

 Language and Vocabulary – how well you effectively express 

experiences or events using sensory, concrete, and figurative language 

that is appropriate for your purpose  

 Conventions – how well you follow the rules of usage, punctuation, 

capitalization, and spelling 

Teachers reading your essay will evaluate only your final draft. 

4. Answer Any Questions 

Say: I can read the directions as often as needed, but I cannot translate, edit your work, 

explain, or give examples on what or how to write.  Do you have any questions 

before we begin?  

Do: Answer questions by rereading the directions. 

5. Begin Planning and Drafting 

Say: Now, go back to STEP 1 of the student directions sheet.  You have 45 minutes to 

read these passages, take notes, and start planning and drafting your essay.  You 

should think about the information you have read, which should help you write your 

essay.   

Do: Write the ending time on the board to let students know when the first session will 

end. 
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Say: Now, read your assignment and begin your work.  Manage your time carefully so 

that you have time to plan and draft your essay.  I’ll announce when you have 10 

minutes left.  You may begin. 

Do: Start timing now.  Monitor the class to ensure students are working productively, 

not using any other programs on the computer, and not using the Internet.   

If students finish early, encourage them to reread their work or silently read a book. 

6. Announce 10 Minutes Remaining  

Say:   You have 10 minutes left.   

7. End Session 1  

Say: Please stop writing.  Save your work on the computer.  Write your name on the top 

of your directions paper and the scratch paper. You will finish writing your essay 

during the next session.  

Do: If your next session will start on the next day, collect all materials.  If your next 

session will continue on the same day, provide a 15 minute break before beginning 

the second session.  

Session 2 (45 minutes) 

1. Distribute the Materials (if necessary) 

Do: Hand out the things students will need: 

___ Student Directions Narrative Writing Task A  

___ Grade 7 Student Guide to Narrative Writing (optional) 

___ Standard English dictionaries (optional) 

___ Blank scratch paper (lined or unlined) 

___ Pencils 

___ Highlighters, colored pencils or pens (optional) 

2. Review the Directions 

Say:   During the first session, you read two firsthand accounts of a robbery, took notes on 

these sources, and started planning and drafting a narrative.  Now, you will have 45 

minutes to review, revise, and edit your essay.  You may reread the passages and 

use the notes you wrote on your scratch paper.  You will write your essay using the 

word processor on the computer. You may use spell check and grammar check.  

However, you may not use any other programs on the computer, and you may not 

use the Internet. 

Let’s review how your essay will be evaluated and then you can reread your essay 

and begin revising and editing.  Find STEP 3 and read along as I tell you how your 

essay will be evaluated.  It says:   

Revise and edit your narrative.   

The teachers evaluating your essay will be assigning levels for: 
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 Narrative Focus – how well you maintain your focus, and establish a 

setting, narrator and or characters, and point of view  

 Organization – how well the events logically flow from beginning to end 

using effective transitions and how well you stay on topic throughout the 

essay  

 Elaboration of Narrative – how well you elaborate with details, dialogue, 

and description to advance the story or illustrate the experience  

 Language and Vocabulary – how well you effectively express 

experiences or events using sensory, concrete, and figurative language 

that is appropriate for your purpose  

 Conventions – how well you follow the rules of usage, punctuation, 

capitalization, and spelling 

Teachers reading your essay will evaluate only your final draft. 

3. Reread, Revise, and Edit 

Say: Now, continue working on your essay.  Manage your time carefully so that you can 

reread the essay you started during the last session, finish any drafting, and revise 

and edit for your final draft.  

Do: Write the ending time on the board to let students know when the second session 

will end. 

Say: I’ll announce when you have 10 minutes left. You may continue writing your essay 

now. 

Do: Start timing now.  Monitor the class to ensure students are working productively, 

not using any other programs on the computer, and not using the Internet.   

If students finish early, encourage them to reread their work or silently read a book. 

4. Announce 10 Minutes Remaining  

Say:  You have 10 minutes left.  Please work quickly to finish your final draft.  Remember, 

teachers reading your essay will only evaluate the final draft. 

5. End Session 2 

Say: Please stop writing.  Save your work on the computer.  I will collect your pencils and 

scratch paper.   

Do: Collect student writing by asking students to print their essays, or email them to you, 

or drop them in your virtual inbox.  
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Student Directions 

Grade 7 Narrative Writing Task B 

YOUR 

ASSIGNMENT: 

You will read a narrative about four friends who make a magical discovery. Take 

notes as you read. You will later write a narrative based on their accounts.  

 Read the passages and take notes on these sources. 

Read the following passage about four friends. Take notes to use later while 
writing your essay.  You can look back at the passage and your notes as often 
as you like. 

 “Make a Wish” 

As you read, decide which details are most effective or important to the 
narrative. 

 Plan and write your narrative. 

Now, review your notes and sources, then plan and draft your narrative on the 
following topic: 

Imagine that you are the genie.  Write a narrative from his point of view 
about the encounter with the four friends.  Be sure to use narrative 
techniques that are similar to those used in the source.   

 

 Revise and edit your narrative.   

The teachers evaluating your essay will be assigning levels for: 

 Narrative Focus – how well you maintain your focus, and establish a 
setting, narrator and or characters, and point of view  

 Organization – how well the events logically flow from beginning to end 
using effective transitions and how well you stay on topic throughout the 
essay  

 Elaboration of Narrative – how well you elaborate with details, dialogue, 
and description to advance the story or illustrate the experience  

 Language and Vocabulary – how well you effectively express 
experiences or events using sensory, concrete, and figurative language 
that is appropriate for your purpose  

 Conventions – how well you follow the rules of usage, punctuation, 
capitalization, and spelling 

Teachers reading your essay will evaluate only your final draft. 
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flea market: a 

place where 

inexpensive or 

used goods are 

sold 

 

Make a Wish 

***Deanne*** 

 What would you do if you were given one opportunity to make the world a better place? Most 

of us can only ask ourselves that question in an abstract way, but I suddenly find myself faced with 

that question in the most literal sense—a genie has given me a wish. 

 Neil, Ray, Leslie, and I were at the flea market looking for props for 

Neil’s play. I found an ornate bottle that I thought might work well in one of 

the scenes, so we bought it and some other things and brought them back to 

the theater to ready them for rehearsals. As I was polishing the bottle, a 

genie suddenly emerged. 

 The genie told us that we could each have one wish. His only stipulation was that we could not 

use our wish to ask for more wishes. The genie then generously offered us twenty-four hours to 

ponder our wishes, which has been all-consuming for me ever since. 

 In order to organize the possibilities, I created a spreadsheet to chart the pros, cons, and 

potential side effects of the many wishes for which I could opt. For instance, before I wish for world 

peace, I want to know whether it will be a lasting peace, or if it only applies to the present 

generation? If I ask for an end to drought, will that lead to flooding? There are many serious 

questions that I must pose to the genie before I can make my wish. I’ve got a once-in-a-lifetime 

chance to make the world better, so I am determined to make the most of it. 

***Neil*** 

 I found a genie in a bottle! I know, right? I was at the flea market looking for stuff for my 

play—it’s a musical drama called “When Elvis Met Richard,” about the 1970 meeting between 

legendary singer Elvis Presley and President Richard Nixon. I’m hoping it goes straight from the 

Elmore Middle School stage to the Broadway stage. Fingers crossed! 

 I was mostly looking for a velvet painting of Elvis for the final scene. Oh, I forgot to mention 

that my friends Deanne, Ray, and Leslie were with me. After I found my painting, I spotted this crazy 

bottle that I knew would be fabulous in the big Oval Office scene. It’s totally shabby chic, if you know 

what I mean. 

 Back at the theater, Deanne was polishing up the bottle when out floats this genie. He said 

that our wish was his command, and we were all, like, what? But he convinced us it was real and not 

reality TV. Then he bums us out telling us that since there are four of us, we only get one wish each, 

and we can’t wish for more wishes! Can you believe it? I’m going to need three wishes just to get 

through the week! 

 Anyway, long story short, the genie gave us a day to think about our wishes. But I don’t need 

to think about it—I already know that tomorrow I’m going to wish for success for my play. I think it’s 

great on its own, but a little help wouldn’t hurt, right? Once the glowing reviews come in, I’m off to 

Hollywood! Wish me luck! 
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***Leslie*** 

 I am so confused. You know how when you’re at the grocery store and you’re looking at an 

aisle full of cereal and there are fifty different kinds of raisin puffs to choose from? You just stand 

there staring at them, not knowing what to do, until you run out of the store in a state of extreme 

frustration without any cereal! Well, I’m facing that problem now, only a million times worse! 

 Today we were at the flea market looking for props for Neil’s play. There were velvet Elvises 

from every era and of every size, and I couldn’t decide what to get, so I went looking for help—that 

was when I found the bottle. 

 At the theater, Deanne was polishing the bottle when suddenly a genie appeared—a real 

magical genie! Can you believe it? He granted us each one wish and a day to think about it. I’m so 

glad he didn’t give us three wishes, because I’d be even more of a mess. 

 Even with one wish, I have no idea what to do! Should I use it on just me, or my family, or on 

the city, or the country, or the whole Earth? This is the hardest decision of my life. Maybe I should 

give my wish to someone else. 

***Ray*** 

 Do you want to hear a ridiculous story? I was at the flea market today with Neil, Leslie, and 

Deanne, looking for stuff for Neil’s play. Between you and me, the play is going to be terrible. Our 

director, Deanne, is very organized and thoughtful, but she can’t overcome the terrible script. Neil is 

a nice guy, but his play would require a miracle just to get up to the level of awful. I play Nixon. 

 At the flea market, Neil sent Leslie off to find a velvet painting of Elvis. For some reason, 

Deanne put Leslie in charge of finding props for the play, which is crazy because Leslie can barely 

decide whether or not to open her eyes in the morning. I found this dirty old bottle that I thought 

might be useful and we took everything back to the theater. 

 Deanne was cleaning the bottle when suddenly this weird guy showed up and claimed to be a 

“genie” who lived in the bottle. I didn’t see him come out of any bottle, but everyone else seemed to 

buy it, so I played along. This guy then says that we each get one wish, which is totally bogus—it’s 

supposed to be three wishes, Einstein. Then he tells us to go home, think about it, and come back 

tomorrow. 

 The whole thing is a hoax. I’ll bet that right after everyone makes their wishes, some guy with 

a camera will pop out and laugh at us and we’ll look like idiots. Well, I’m not falling for it. I’ve decided 

that I’ll wait until everyone else has made their wish, and then I’m going to say, “I wish that you 

would cancel all their wishes!” Ha! Then who’s going to look foolish? 
 

 

“Make a Wish” © WestEd. 
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Directions for Administering the 

Grade 7 Narrative Writing Task B 

Session 1 (45 minutes) 

1. Distribute the Materials 

Do: Hand out the materials students will need to complete the formative writing task: 

___ Student Directions Narrative Writing Task B 

___ Grade 7 Student Guide to Narrative Writing (optional) 

___ Standard English dictionaries (optional) 

___ Blank scratch paper (lined or unlined) 

___ Pencils 

___ Highlighters, colored pencils or pens (optional) 

2. Read the Directions Aloud to the Students 

Say: Over two sessions, you will write a narrative about four friends who make a magical 

discovery.  During the first session, you will have 45 minutes to read the directions, 

read a short story, read how the teachers will evaluate your essay, and begin 

planning and drafting your essay.  During the second 45 minute session, you will 

finish drafting your essay and then revise and edit your final draft.   

You have a pencil and blank paper to use for taking notes and planning your essay.  

You may write, highlight, and underline on the student directions and passage.  

You will write your essay using the word processor on the computer. You may use 

spell check and grammar check.  However, you may not use any other programs 

on the computer, and you may not use the Internet.  

Find the YOUR ASSIGNMENT section at the top of page 1 of the student 

directions.  Read along while I read aloud.  It says:  

You will read a narrative about four friends who make a magical discovery. 

Take notes as you read. You will later write a narrative based on their accounts.  

Next, find STEP 1.  It says:  

Read the passages and take notes on these sources. 

Read the following passage about four friends. Take notes to use later while 

writing your essay.  You can look back at the passage and your notes as often 

as you like. 

 “Make a Wish” 

As you read, decide which details are most effective or important to the 

narrative. 

You will read this on your own; I will not read this to you.  

Now, find STEP 2.  It says:  
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Plan and write your narrative. 

Now, review your notes and sources, then plan and draft your narrative on the 

following topic: 

Imagine that you are the genie.  Write a narrative from his point of view 

about the encounter with the four friends.  Be sure to use narrative 

techniques that are similar to those used in the source.   

3. Read the Evaluation Information 

Say: Find STEP 3 and read along as I tell you how your essay will be evaluated.  It says:  

Revise and edit your narrative.   

The teachers evaluating your essay will be assigning levels for: 

 Narrative Focus – how well you maintain your focus, and establish a 

setting, narrator and or characters, and point of view  

 Organization – how well the events logically flow from beginning to end 

using effective transitions and how well you stay on topic throughout the 

essay  

 Elaboration of Narrative – how well you elaborate with details, dialogue, 

and description to advance the story or illustrate the experience  

 Language and Vocabulary – how well you effectively express 

experiences or events using sensory, concrete, and figurative language 

that is appropriate for your purpose  

 Conventions – how well you follow the rules of usage, punctuation, 

capitalization, and spelling 

Teachers reading your essay will evaluate only your final draft. 

4. Answer Any Questions 

Say: I can read the directions as often as needed, but I cannot translate, edit your work, 

explain, or give examples on what or how to write.  Do you have any questions 

before we begin?  

Do: Answer questions by rereading the directions. 

5. Begin Planning and Drafting 

Say: Now, go back to STEP 1 of the student directions sheet.  You have 45 minutes to 

read the passage, take notes, and start planning and drafting your essay.  You 

should think about the information you have read, which should help you write your 

essay.   

Do: Write the ending time on the board to let students know when the first session will 

end. 

Say: Now, read your assignment and begin your work.  Manage your time carefully so 

that you have time to plan and draft your essay.  I’ll announce when you have 10 

minutes left.  You may begin. 
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Do: Start timing now.  Monitor the class to ensure students are working productively, 

not using any other programs on the computer, and not using the Internet.   

If students finish early, encourage them to reread their work or silently read a book. 

6. Announce 10 Minutes Remaining  

Say:   You have 10 minutes left.   

7. End Session 1  

Say: Please stop writing.  Save your work on the computer.  Write your name on the top 

of your directions paper and the scratch paper. You will finish writing your essay 

during the next session.  

Do: If your next session will start on the next day, collect all materials.  If your next 

session will continue on the same day, provide a 15 minute break before beginning 

the second session.  

Session 2 (45 minutes) 

1. Distribute the Materials (if necessary) 

Do: Hand out the things students will need: 

___ Student Directions Narrative Writing Task B  

___ Grade 7 Student Guide to Narrative Writing (optional) 

___ Standard English dictionaries (optional) 

___ Blank scratch paper (lined or unlined) 

___ Pencils 

___ Highlighters, colored pencils or pens (optional) 

2. Review the Directions 

Say:   During the first session, you read a passage about four fiends, took notes on this 

source, and started planning and drafting a narrative.  Now, you will have 45 

minutes to review, revise, and edit your essay.  You may reread the passage and 

use the notes you wrote on your scratch paper.  You will write your essay using the 

word processor on the computer. You may use spell check and grammar check.  

However, you may not use any other programs on the computer, and you may not 

use the Internet. 

Let’s review how your essay will be evaluated and then you can reread your essay 

and begin revising and editing.  Find STEP 3 and read along as I tell you how your 

essay will be evaluated.  It says:   

Revise and edit your narrative.   

The teachers evaluating your essay will be assigning levels for: 

 Narrative Focus – how well you maintain your focus, and establish a 

setting, narrator and or characters, and point of view  
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 Organization – how well the events logically flow from beginning to end 

using effective transitions and how well you stay on topic throughout the 

essay  

 Elaboration of Narrative – how well you elaborate with details, dialogue, 

and description to advance the story or illustrate the experience  

 Language and Vocabulary – how well you effectively express 

experiences or events using sensory, concrete, and figurative language 

that is appropriate for your purpose  

 Conventions – how well you follow the rules of usage, punctuation, 

capitalization, and spelling 

Teachers reading your essay will evaluate only your final draft. 

3. Reread, Revise, and Edit 

Say: Now, continue working on your essay.  Manage your time carefully so that you can 

reread the essay you started during the last session, finish any drafting, and revise 

and edit for your final draft.  

Do: Write the ending time on the board to let students know when the second session 

will end. 

Say: I’ll announce when you have 10 minutes left. You may continue writing your essay 

now. 

Do: Start timing now.  Monitor the class to ensure students are working productively, 

not using any other programs on the computer, and not using the Internet.   

If students finish early, encourage them to reread their work or silently read a book. 

4. Announce 10 Minutes Remaining  

Say:  You have 10 minutes left.  Please work quickly to finish your final draft.  Remember, 

teachers reading your essay will only evaluate the final draft. 

5. End Session 2 

Say: Please stop writing.  Save your work on the computer.  I will collect your pencils and 

scratch paper.   

Do: Collect student writing by asking students to print their essays, or email them to you, 

or drop them in your virtual inbox.  
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Student Directions 

Grade 7 Narrative Writing Task C 

YOUR 

ASSIGNMENT: 

You will read two folk tales from different culture with similar themes.  Take 

notes as your read.  You will later write your own narrative that is based upon 

this tale. 

 Read the passages and take notes on these sources. 

Read the following folk tales. Take notes to use later while writing your narrative.  
You can look back at the passage and your notes as often as you like. 

 “The Miller with the Golden Thumb” 

 “The King’s New Turban” 

As you read, think about the descriptive details, the setting, and the characters 
you may wish to include in your narrative utilizing the same theme. 

 Plan and write your narrative. 

Now, review your notes and source, then plan and draft your essay on the 
following topic: 

Write a modern-day narrative with the same theme and narrative 
techniques as “The Miller with the Golden Thumb” and “The King’s New 
Turban.” 

 

 Revise and edit your essay.   

The teachers evaluating your essay will be assigning levels for: 

 Narrative Focus – how well you maintain your focus, and establish a 
setting, narrator and or characters, and point of view  

 Organization – how well the events logically flow from beginning to end 
using effective transitions and how well you stay on topic throughout the 
essay  

 Elaboration of Narrative – how well you elaborate with details, dialogue, 
and description to advance the story or illustrate the experience  

 Language and Vocabulary – how well you effectively express 
experiences or events using sensory, concrete, and figurative language 
that is appropriate for your purpose  

 Conventions – how well you follow the rules of usage, punctuation, 
capitalization, and spelling 

Teachers reading your essay will evaluate only your final draft. 

Student Page 1 

STEP 2 

STEP 3 

STEP 1 

GO ON 
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The Miller with the Golden Thumb 

A Tale from England 

 A merchant, feeling himself cheated by a miller, decided to publicly humiliate his foe. 

 “I have heard a legend,” said the merchant, “that all honest millers have golden thumbs. It is 

the only way to tell whether or not the miller is a liar. Is this legend true?” 

 The miller gave a smile and said, “Indeed it is, good sir.” 

The merchant, pleased that the miller had fallen into his trap, said, “Well, then, let me see your 

thumb.” 

 “Oh, but have you heard the whole legend?” asked the miller. “It is also true that only a thief 

is unable to see a miller’s golden thumb.” With that, the miller immediately presented his thumb for 

inspection. “Well, good sir, can you see my golden thumb?” 

 The merchant, not wanting to be seen as a thief, quickly said, “Yes, of course I see your golden 

thumb.” 

 “Alas, sir,” said the miller, “that legend is not true—honest or not, millers do not have golden 

thumbs. But now we know of at least one merchant who is a liar!” 
 

 

“The Miller with the Golden Thumb” © WestEd.   

Student Page 2 

GO ON 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
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The King’s New Turban 

A Tale from Turkey 

 Long ago there was a great king. One day a weaver appeared before the king and said, “Your 

majesty, I would like to weave for you a special turban that will be unique and beautiful, and it will 

also have special powers—only honest people will be able to see it.” 

 The king was immediately intrigued. “You mean that anyone who is a liar will not be able to 

see the turban?” 

 “Yes, your majesty,” said the weaver. “It will be visible only to you and other people of equal 

honesty.” 

 The king was dazzled at the possibilities of owning such a turban. He immediately ordered the 

weaver to begin making it. 

 The weaver was given a special section of the castle in which to work, and was given the best 

weaving supplies in the land. The weaver was also granted a handsome salary, as well as sumptuous 

food and drink. For a month the weaver worked away behind closed doors, explaining that no one 

could view the turban until it was finished. 

 The day finally came for the weaver to present the completed turban to the king. The king sat 

on his throne, eagerly waiting as the weaver unwrapped the paper that covered the turban. When at 

last the paper was removed, the weaver said, “Well, your majesty, what do you think?” 

 Alas, the king, to his horror, saw nothing. I see no turban, he thought, so I must be a liar! The 

king immediately realized that his subjects must not know that their king was dishonest, so he said, 

“Indeed, it is the most beautiful turban I have ever laid eyes on! The fabric is exquisite! You must put 

it on me immediately, and I will go to my subjects to see who among them can see it and who 

cannot.” 

 The weaver moved his hands about the king’s head, as if putting on a turban. The king then 

paraded before his subjects, who had heard about the king’s special turban, and they all praised the 

king for his splendid headwear. The king was amazed that there were so many honest people in his 

kingdom, when he heard a little girl say loudly to her mother, “There’s no turban on his head! The 

king’s head is bare!” 

 The king knew immediately that the words the little girl spoke were true. There was no 

turban. He had been deceived by the weaver. But what was he to do? He pretended he had not heard 

the little girl and continued to parade before his subjects, bareheaded. 
 

 

“The King’s New Turban” © WestEd.   

Student Page 3 

END 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
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Directions for Administering the 

Grade 7 Narrative Writing Task C 

Session 1 (45 minutes) 

1. Distribute the Materials 

Do: Hand out the materials students will need to complete the formative writing task: 

___ Student Directions Narrative Writing Task C 

___ Grade 7 Student Guide to Narrative Writing (optional) 

___ Standard English dictionaries (optional) 

___ Blank scratch paper (lined or unlined) 

___ Pencils 

___ Highlighters, colored pencils or pens (optional) 

2. Read the Directions Aloud to the Students 

Say: Over two sessions, you will write a narrative based on two folk tales.  During the 

first session, you will have 45 minutes to read the directions, read two folk tales, 

read how the teachers will evaluate your essay, and begin planning and drafting 

your essay.  During the second 45 minute session, you will finish drafting your 

essay and then revise and edit your final draft.   

You have a pencil and blank paper to use for taking notes and planning your essay.  

You may write, highlight, and underline on the student directions and passages.  

You will write your essay using the word processor on the computer. You may use 

spell check and grammar check.  However, you may not use any other programs 

on the computer, and you may not use the Internet.  

Find the YOUR ASSIGNMENT section at the top of page 1 of the student 

directions.  Read along while I read aloud.  It says:  

You will read two folk tales from different culture with similar themes.  Take 

notes as your read.  You will later write your own narrative that is based upon 

this tale. 

Next, find STEP 1.  It says:  

Read the passages and take notes on these sources. 

Read the following folk tales. Take notes to use later while writing your 

narrative.  You can look back at the passage and your notes as often as you 

like. 

 “The Miller with the Golden Thumb” 

 “The King’s New Turban” 

As you read, think about the descriptive details, the setting, and the characters 

you may wish to include in your narrative utilizing the same theme. 
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You will read this on your own; I will not read this to you.  

Now, find STEP 2.  It says:  

Plan and write your narrative. 

Now, review your notes and source, then plan and draft your essay on the 

following topic: 

Write a modern-day narrative with the same theme and narrative 

techniques as “The Miller with the Golden Thumb” and “The King’s New 

Turban.” 

3. Read the Evaluation Information 

Say: Find STEP 3 and read along as I tell you how your essay will be evaluated.  It says:  

Revise and edit your narrative.   

The teachers evaluating your essay will be assigning levels for: 

 Narrative Focus – how well you maintain your focus, and establish a 

setting, narrator and or characters, and point of view  

 Organization – how well the events logically flow from beginning to end 

using effective transitions and how well you stay on topic throughout the 

essay  

 Elaboration of Narrative – how well you elaborate with details, dialogue, 

and description to advance the story or illustrate the experience  

 Language and Vocabulary – how well you effectively express 

experiences or events using sensory, concrete, and figurative language 

that is appropriate for your purpose  

 Conventions – how well you follow the rules of usage, punctuation, 

capitalization, and spelling 

Teachers reading your essay will evaluate only your final draft. 

4. Answer Any Questions 

Say: I can read the directions as often as needed, but I cannot translate, edit your work, 

explain, or give examples on what or how to write.  Do you have any questions 

before we begin?  

Do: Answer questions by rereading the directions. 

5. Begin Planning and Drafting 

Say: Now, go back to STEP 1 of the student directions sheet.  You have 45 minutes to 

read these passages, take notes, and start planning and drafting your essay.  You 

should think about the information you have read, which should help you write your 

essay.   

Do: Write the ending time on the board to let students know when the first session will 

end. 
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Say: Now, read your assignment and begin your work.  Manage your time carefully so 

that you have time to plan and draft your essay.  I’ll announce when you have 10 

minutes left.  You may begin. 

Do: Start timing now.  Monitor the class to ensure students are working productively, 

not using any other programs on the computer, and not using the Internet.   

If students finish early, encourage them to reread their work or silently read a book. 

6. Announce 10 Minutes Remaining  

Say:   You have 10 minutes left.   

7. End Session 1  

Say: Please stop writing.  Save your work on the computer.  Write your name on the top 

of your directions paper and the scratch paper. You will finish writing your essay 

during the next session.  

Do: If your next session will start on the next day, collect all materials.  If your next 

session will continue on the same day, provide a 15 minute break before beginning 

the second session.  

Session 2 (45 minutes) 

1. Distribute the Materials (if necessary) 

Do: Hand out the things students will need: 

___ Student Directions Narrative Writing Task C 

___ Grade 7 Student Guide to Narrative Writing (optional) 

___ Standard English dictionaries (optional) 

___ Blank scratch paper (lined or unlined) 

___ Pencils 

___ Highlighters, colored pencils or pens (optional) 

2. Review the Directions 

Say:   During the first session, you read two folk tales, took notes on these sources, and 

started planning and drafting a narrative.  Now, you will have 45 minutes to review, 

revise, and edit your essay.  You may reread the passages and use the notes you 

wrote on your scratch paper.  You will write your essay using the word processor on 

the computer. You may use spell check and grammar check.  However, you may 

not use any other programs on the computer, and you may not use the Internet. 

Let’s review how your essay will be evaluated and then you can reread your essay 

and begin revising and editing.  Find STEP 3 and read along as I tell you how your 

essay will be evaluated.  It says:   

Revise and edit your narrative.   

The teachers evaluating your essay will be assigning levels for: 
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 Narrative Focus – how well you maintain your focus, and establish a 

setting, narrator and or characters, and point of view  

 Organization – how well the events logically flow from beginning to end 

using effective transitions and how well you stay on topic throughout the 

essay  

 Elaboration of Narrative – how well you elaborate with details, dialogue, 

and description to advance the story or illustrate the experience  

 Language and Vocabulary – how well you effectively express 

experiences or events using sensory, concrete, and figurative language 

that is appropriate for your purpose  

 Conventions – how well you follow the rules of usage, punctuation, 

capitalization, and spelling 

Teachers reading your essay will evaluate only your final draft. 

3. Reread, Revise, and Edit 

Say: Now, continue working on your essay.  Manage your time carefully so that you can 

reread the essay you started during the last session, finish any drafting, and revise 

and edit for your final draft.  

Do: Write the ending time on the board to let students know when the second session 

will end. 

Say: I’ll announce when you have 10 minutes left. You may continue writing your essay 

now. 

Do: Start timing now.  Monitor the class to ensure students are working productively, 

not using any other programs on the computer, and not using the Internet.   

If students finish early, encourage them to reread their work or silently read a book. 

4. Announce 10 Minutes Remaining  

Say:  You have 10 minutes left.  Please work quickly to finish your final draft.  Remember, 

teachers reading your essay will only evaluate the final draft. 

5. End Session 2 

Say: Please stop writing.  Save your work on the computer.  I will collect your pencils and 

scratch paper.   

Do: Collect student writing by asking students to print their essays, or email them to you, 

or drop them in your virtual inbox.  
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Teaching Tips 

Citing/Using Evidence 

Students need ample practice in using evidence to support their opinions/arguments with reasons and 

details.   It is never acceptable to simply copy verbatim from a text as their reasons or details.  While 

students are not expected to use formal citations (i.e. APA or MLA) on the Formative Tasks, it is 

important that they acknowledge the source of their evidence because citing sources gives credibility 

to their opinion and makes for proficient writing.  Appropriate phrases might include:  “According to the 

table…” or “Scientists found….”  Students may also use parenthetical citations, such as, (Pros 

column).  Students may reference their experiences as an elaborative technique, such as, “On a trip 

to the beach I discovered…” 

 

Highlighters to the Rescue! 

Teach students to use highlighters, colored pencils, or colored pens to emphasize important 

information as they read.   At first it may be tempting for them to highlight everything, since it all 

seems important.  But be patient and model the process a few times.  

1. Look briefly over the entire book, article, or assignment to get a feel for its structure and how it 

is organized.   

2. Pay particular attention to introductory and concluding paragraphs. These often contain 

summaries of important points.   

3. Look for certain words and phrases that can tip you off that something important 

is coming up, such as "In sum," "The point is," "Most importantly," and so on. 

4. Consider reading the conclusion first. It's like doing a maze backwards: If you 

know where you're trying to end up, you can find and understand the path better. 

5. Look back over the book, article, or assignment the next day/class/session, 

reading only the highlighted material.  

 

Elaborating Information in Tables 

Tables and charts can provide a lot of information.  Unfortunately, when students are writing opinions, 

arguments, or informative/explanatory essays using information from tables and charts, they do not 

elaborate.  Simply repeating something from a chart is not very interesting.  Teach students 

elaborative techniques such as adding sensory details, adding anecdotes, providing examples, and 

giving reasons.  Students can become better writers by employing elaborative techniques that take 

their writing from mundane to interesting and even exciting! 

 

To Title or Not to Title 

Students often ask, “Does my essay need a title?”  Confront this issue while you are teaching and 

before you administer the formative tasks.  Although the rubric does not specifically reference a title, 

teach students how to write effective and engaging titles.    
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On-Demand Writing  

Remind students that authors write for different purposes.  During instruction, 

there are definitely times when it is important for writers to take a piece 

through the entire writing process.  However, the formative assessments are 

designed as “on-demand” writing, to see how well students can write to an 

assigned task in a finite amount of time.  This is an important skill as on-

demand writing will often be required of them in the college and career world.  

In on-demand writing, students need to be able to go from their pre-

writing/brainstorming to drafting on computer, rather than a paper/pencil 

created draft.  Be sure to incorporate opportunities for on-demand writing in 

regular instruction so it is not a surprise to students when they take the Formative Tasks. 

 

Word Processing 

Be sure students have ample practice and feel confident with the word processing program they will 

be using for the formative assessments.  It is important students are familiar with how to save their 

documents and use the spell check and grammar check features.  Ample practice drafting, re-reading, 

revising, and editing on-screen will also be beneficial for students so these become comfortable and 

expected parts of the writing process.        

Word processing programs come with many bells and whistles than can 

enhance the publishing process.  However, it is important during the 

Formative Tasks that students are focused on their writing and not 

wasting valuable time playing with features such as font and colors.  

While there are no specific guidelines in these areas for the assessment, 

it is important students understand the focus of the task is their actual 

writing.  Teachers may want to establish their own parameters for font 

size/type.  Only spell check and grammar check features are permitted.   

 

Collecting the Finished Tasks 

Consider setting up a shared drive where students can save their word-processed final drafts.  Create 

folders for each of your classes on this drive.  When students save their essays, have them name 

their file with their last name and first initial (i.e., Jamie Martinez = martinezj).  The names will appear 

alphabetically in the file and make it easy for both you and the student to locate.   

 

Meet with Your Colleagues  

Plan to meet with colleagues after scoring all of the papers for your grade.  Start a discussion about 

writing trends.  What are some things that are working well?  What are some areas that need to be 

addressed?  Create a plan that maintains what is working well and addresses areas that need 

improving.   



 

   

Notes  
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