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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE
Hello LMS Family -

We had a great week last week! It was a lot of fun to see the
students and staff dress up for the different themed days, I
know I had a blast and can't wait for spirit week next year!!

This week we are celebrating our beloved custodial staff. It is
National Custodian Appreciation Week!! We are so lucky to
have such a strong and dedicated maintenance staff at Lander
Middle School. Pat, Greg, Trent, Scott, Linda, and Robert all go
above and beyond to make LMS a great place to be.

The very �rst school I taught at was Joe Walker Middle School
in Lancaster, CA. My principal, Martha Hurlburt told me the
most important people for me to know as a teacher are the
secretaries and the custodians and always stay on their good
side. Mrs. Hurlburt explained that those people are the mortar
that keep the bricks in place of a school. I have never forgotten
that and any school I have worked for, I have made it a point to
get to know the secretaries and the custodians.

I am very proud of our custodial staff and the hard work they
do to keep our building looking pristine. It's not an easy job and
often requires them to be here really early to plow snow or
really late after an activity. They are here on the weekends for
games, cleaning up messes and spills, putting equipment
together, troubleshooting and making sure things are in top
working order.

It's because of this amazing maintenance staff that our
building is clean and safe and provides our students with an
environment for learning. If you see any of our custodians
around, take a minute and say thank you. I know they will be
grateful.

-Julie
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GRADE LEVEL NEWS

EARLY RELEASE
WEDNESDAY
WHEN
WEDNESDAY, SEP. 30TH, 2:30PM

WHERE
755 JEFFERSON STREET
LANDER, WY

AFTER SCHOOL
TUTORING STARTS -
DATE CHANGE
WHEN
MONDAY, OCT. 5TH, 3:30-5:30PM

WHERE
755 JEFFERSON STREET
LANDER, WY

MORE INFORMATION
After school tutoring will begin on Thursday, October
5th from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tutoring is every
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. All students welcome!
Call the school with any questions, 332-4040.

6TH GRADE
Art: In the art class, students are learning about perspective drawing. Students are striving to
create a 1 point perspective drawing to show depth and a sense of space in their artwork. They
are creating a cityscape that makes the viewer feel they are in a crowded city �lled with
buildings and details. Additionally, they are continuing to use the skills they recently learned in
our unit on value by shading the buildings to make them appear three dimensional. After
listening to feedback on their work, students make revisions to elevate their artwork to higher
levels of understanding.

Coming up next, students will be diving into the world of digital design. They will be getting
hands-on experience using a professional quality platform (Canva) to come up with a
business, business name and a logo to represent their idea. This practical application will help
them to understand how a graphic designer creates their artwork. Additionally, in each unit and



lesson we are always learning artistic vocabulary that will help students to effectively observe
and describe different types of artwork.

Standards:
8.1.A.1: Students create and revise original art to express ideas, experiences and stories
8.2.A.1 Students observe and describe in detail the physical properties of works of art
8.4.A.2: Students explore visual arts careers and recreational opportunities and investigate
the artistic skills needed for those opportunities

Science: Mrs. Russell’s science class has just completed a unit on the Engineering Design
Process. Students had several opportunities to show their knowledge of the design process
through the building of boats, toys, and bridges where they were actively involved in working
through the steps of the process and designing the best possible solutions. The Engineering
Design Process will be incorporated in upcoming units and throughout the entire school year.
Therefore students will have many more opportunities to show their learning on the
Engineering Design Process. We have now begun a unit on Force and Motion and are starting
to learn key vocabulary such as gravity, inertia, and Newton's Laws. This will take us into
some fun science experiments in the next several weeks where concepts will be solidi�ed by
hands-on learning.

Social Studies: Mr. Swift's social studies class is currently learning about citizenship and their
community. Students have been identifying character traits associated with citizenship and
identifying action-oriented activities that strengthen and preserve community values.
Students have also covered the rights and responsibilities of a United States citizen to
understand their own rights and their duties as citizens of their community and country. 6th
graders have been studying the Bill of Rights and the three branches of government to
understand how our Democratic Republic operates and the importance of upholding the rights
and responsibilities at a personal and community level. These concepts on citizenship �t in
with the priority standard the students are currently working on which covers Citizenship, the
Constitution and Basic Rights. Over the span of the next couple of weeks, students will
transition into historical topics of study covering the Westward Expansion Era and the
American Civil War. It is my goal to educate the students on their roles as informed citizens of
their community and country that can help guide them to become responsible, respectful,
tolerant, and solution-oriented members of our Democracy. Mr. Swift will continue to do
everything in his power to ensure the students have a clearer understanding of their cultural
and historical heritage and the history of the United States so that they can make informed
decisions on how to shape the future based on the historical events of the past that have
shaped our present situation.

Math: Standard: 6.NS.4 - Understand and apply least common multiple and greatest common
factor. We will be wrapping up our study on multiples and factors this week with 2 more
opportunities to show growth in understanding. We have made digital slides with links for
practice, tutorials, and we put study and practice information into student binders. This week
we will be solidifying our understanding by generating a video of how to do LCM and GCF,
getting a study guide of all that we have learned, and being given the opportunity to learn from
mistakes from our CFA Tuesday to prepare for the CFA Friday. Friday’s CFA will be a re-take
opportunity for those that need it, while those that don’t will be provided an extension. There is

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Pxk_0e5TzDRJ75VECH803rJiiAg9fr5TvcZMv7Y9DQg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Pj6QtMNVaQk11v1lQdR2tAQwz5srtLTgi9hV-oe04MU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mzbibxuvl9X1g5b895KDjWElkQFw_e5npLyw6kM6CqA/edit?usp=sharing


a big shift from the 90 minute elementary classes to our 40 minute classes, and I am taking
days to speci�cally help any student that is struggling. This requires self advocacy and
communication skills to help promote growth of responsibility of learning to students. If you
have any questions please feel free to email me at cstephen@landerschools.org

7TH GRADE
Language Arts: This week in ELA we have continued our unit on Plot, Theme, and Point of
View. Today we are taking our second CFA and we are con�dent that the assessments will
demonstrate collective growth. Students have continued reading their personal interests
books and the bookmark garden is a thing of beauty (see the picture below). We have begun to
experiment with using Activelylearn.com and NewsEla.com to appropriately level texts to
student reading abilities. Additionally, we have been using typingclub.com to improve our
keyboarding skills. Next week marks the start of the Vocabulary.com Bowl season!
You can best aid us and your student by helping them read their personal interest book for a
minimum of 1.5 hours total a week at home. That’s just a little under 13 minutes a day and will
have huge impacts on their reading lives!

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact either Mr. Green or Mr. Nichols by phone
or by email:
tgreen@landerschools.org
pnichols@landerschools.org

Social Studies: This week in social studies we’ve been learning the 5 themes of geography
through songs, videos, notes, lecture, walk-a-bouts, and collage making. Throughout the week
we’ve also been learning about using our 5 senses to help us learn better. There will be a test
on this unit on Monday the 26th. This last week has been super energized with all of the
homecoming and spirit day dress ups and activities. It’s been fun getting to know your children
better each day and �guring out how they learn best. Thanks for sharing them with me and
please reach out if you have any questions or concerns at lsimonson @landerschools.org or
332-4040 ext. 2483. Have a great week!

EXPLORATORIES
Art: In art, the sixth grade students are learning about perspective drawing. Students are
striving to create a 1 point perspective drawing to show depth and a sense of space in their
artwork. They are creating a cityscape that makes the viewer feel they are in a crowded city
�lled with buildings and details. Additionally, they are continuing to use the skills they recently
learned in our unit on value by shading the buildings to make them appear three dimensional.
After listening to feedback on their work students then make revisions to elevate their artwork
to higher levels of understanding.

Seventh and eighth grade students have been diving into the world of digital design. They have
been getting hands-on experience using a professional quality platform (Canva) to come up

mailto:cstephen@landerschools.org
mailto:tgreen@landerschools.org
mailto:pnichols@landerschools.org
mailto:lsimonson@landerschools.org


with a business, business name and a logo to represent their idea. This practical application
helps them to understand how a graphic designer creates their artwork. Additionally, in each
unit and lesson we are always learning artistic vocabulary that will help students to effectively
observe and describe different types of artwork.

Standards addressed:
8.1.A.1: Students create and revise original art to express ideas, experiences and stories
8.2.A.1 Students observe and describe in detail the physical properties of works of art
8.4.A.2: Students explore visual arts careers and recreational opportunities and investigate the
artistic skills needed for those opportunities

Around the World:
This week in Around the World we worked on our Country / Heritage projects, adding a section
for languages spoken by the country or culture we chose.
Click the links below for copies of the project rubric and project description page.
Rubric Project Description
Standards addressed: SS.8.2

We also started the next unit of study, Art & Architecture from all around the world. On
Thursday, we took some virtual �eld trips to some amazing places from all over the world.
Students got to choose four “�eld trips” to go on and explore amazing places. We will
continue to explore Art and Architecture next week. Click below for the virtual �eld trips page
to see what your kids got to see!

Virtual Field Trips

Social-Emotional learning (SEL) is an important part of our school Smart Start Plan. Before
school started, we knew that bringing kids back, there were going to be some challenges.
After all, they had been out of school and away from their peers and teachers for over �ve
months. Top that off with the unknowns of a pandemic, it's a lot to deal with - especially for
kids.

We rearranged our master schedule and added a homeroom to the beginning and end of the
day. Every day our students are receiving support from their homeroom teacher in SEL. We
adopted a program called Second Step. Second Step is a program that is used at Baldwin
Creek Elementary and came very highly recommended. We made the decision to use a

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19-Tq_HM9bUkGjcI6YnP0vcvaW51mTZZ9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X9KgEBpe-6-kOvJlJRv2muKo0RfD7bwL/view?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/landerschools.org/mrsrounds/around-the-world/unit-3-art-architecture/virtual-tours-unit-3?authuser=0


program that students were already familiar with.Second Step provides students with
information and skills to take on learning challenges, make good decisions, handle strong
emotions, and get along with others.

Second Step is a researched based program that is designed to improve students' social
emotional skills, such as emotion management, impulse control, problem solving, and
empathy. Second Step skills and concepts are designed to help students both in and out of
school. These include:

Mindset and Goals: Students learn how to develop a growth mindset and apply research
based goal setting strategies to their social and academic lives.
Recognizing Bullying and Harassment: Students learn how to recognize bullying,
harassment, stand up safely to bullying and respond appropriately to harassment.
Thoughts, Emotions, and Decisions: Students learn how to recognize strong emotions
and unhelpful thoughts, and apply strategies to manage their emotions and reduce stress.
Managing Relationships and Social Con�ict: Students learn strategies for developing and
maintaining healthy relationships, perspective-taking, and dealing with con�ict.

Over the past couple of weeks, students have been learning about creating new pathways in
the brain, learning from mistakes and identifying roadblocks. We encourage you to talk to your
students about their social-emotional learning. Engage them in a conversation about some of
the topics they have covered.

If you have any questions about SEL, you can contact your child's homeroom teacher or give
me a call.

ATHLETICS
Students that participate in athletics will be required to complete a daily health screening to
include temperature prior to practice. We will provide time during the afternoon homeroom for
students to be able to complete the screening.

XC -

10/1: Lander Invite, TBA
10/9: XC @ Powell, TBA
Remind code: 6ddbc9
Coaches - Misty Atnip and Nik Deininger



BEST OF

8th Grade Volleyball -

9/29: VB vs. Thermopolis, 4:30 p.m./5:30 p.m. (This is a change in location)
10/3: VB vs. Powell, 12:00 p.m./1:00 p.m.
Remind code: G2GK2F7
Coaches - Stacie McFadden and Elisa Harrison

7th Grade Volleyball

9/29: VB @Thermopolis, 4:30 p.m./5:30 p.m.
10/3: VB vs. Powell, 12:00 p.m./1:00 p.m.
Remind code: @ffag2cg
Coaches - Zoe Peterson and Audrey Logue

7th and 8th Grade Football

10/3: 7th FB vs. Rawlins, 10:00 a.m.
10/3: 8th FB vs. Rawlins, 11:30 a.m.
Coaches - Derek Peil and Ely Sixbey (8th); Mike Ragan and Paul Swenson (7th)
Remind code for 8th FB: @ge498c
Remind code for 7th FB: @c73ab6

https://s.smore.com/u/19aee0cf6ac823db661824bbbcae1818.jpg
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VIRTUAL LEARNING CORNER
Over the last few weeks, we have been keeping a close eye on the Lander Middle School
Virtual Academy. We are closely reviewing student's progress in our program. This week we
will be contacting parents of those students who we are becoming increasingly concerned

https://s.smore.com/u/257d02878af74d7b3329184fa53679c2.jpg
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PICK UP DROP OFF

about their ability to succeed in an online school setting. We will be mailing home a letter for
those students that addresses speci�c concerns.

As a reminder, I am attaching the District Online Learning Handbook, the LMS Virtual Learning
Plan, and the LMS Online Student/Parent Learning Compact. It is important that you are
informed and aware that school and district policies continue to apply to students in an online
setting including attendance, grades, work completion, and behavior. If you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or one of the online teachers.

- Julie

PRINCIPAL'S VIRTUAL
HANGOUT WITH ONLINE
STUDENTS
WHEN
WEDNESDAY, SEP. 30TH, 2:45-3:15PM

WHERE
GOOGLE MEET

MORE INFORMATION
Mrs. Shanley and Mr. Ley will be doing a virtual hangout
with online students on Wednesday, September 30th
from 2:45 p.m. to 3:15 p.m. This will be an opportunity
for us to check in with you, see how classes are going
and maybe do a couple of fun, virtual activities.
Mark your calendars, here is the link to join.

meet.google.com/ygs-jdjn-ngy

Beginning of the day drop-off

http://meet.google.com/ygs-jdjn-ngy


PLEASE DO NOT USE THE BUS LANE ON
8TH STREET TO DROP OFF OR PICK UP

STUDENTS!

Doors will open at 7:30 a.m., however, we encourage parents not to drop students off
before 7:45 a.m. if at all possible.
Students who ride the bus; walk down 8th street should enter their grade level POD door.
Bike riders; parent drop off; and students walking from Jefferson St. should enter the front
doors.
Vehicles enter the Jefferson St. parking lot at the west side; students exit the vehicle and
proceed into the building.
Adults dropping off your child(ren) please remain in your vehicle.
Once students are safely on the sidewalk, the vehicle needs exit the parking lot.

End of the day pick-up

To be mindful of social distancing, we will do a staggered release starting at 3:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m. - Bus Students
3:17 p.m. - Students who walk/ride bikes; parent pick up.
3:20 p.m. - Athletes
Adults picking up your child(ren), please remain in your vehicle.

SAFETY MEASURES



When students enter the building, they must have their mask on.
Masks will be worn at all times by staff and students when physical distancing is not
possible.
Masks will be worn at all times during transitions and in the lunch line.
Hand sanitizer stations are available in every classroom, students will be reminded
frequently to wash their hands.
If your child is sick, do not send them to school

LOGISTICS
Homeroom - All students will be assigned to a homeroom. They will be with this teacher all
year and you can use this teacher as a main point of contact. Students will enter the building
and report directly to Homeroom every morning. In Homeroom they will:

Check out their chromebook
Store their backpack (if they choose to)
Build and foster relationships with Homeroom teacher and students on their team
Participate in Social Emotional Learning

Lockers - We will not be using lockers this year. Students will be able to store their backpacks
in their homeroom. At the end of the day, they will take their backpack home.

Cell phones - In years past, we have allowed students to bring their cellphones to school. They
were required to have them silenced or off and stored in their locker. Since we are not using
lockers, students will be allowed to carry their cell phone on their person. However, cell
phones must be on silent or off. Students need to follow cell phone rules in class and only
use them at the direction of a teacher. Students who abuse the cell phone policy will be asked
not to bring them to school. We are asking our parents to help us out with this and talk with
your child about appropriate cell phone use at school.

Lunch - Due to COVID safety measures, lunch will look very different for students. Starting
Monday, 9/14, cold lunch students will eat �rst in the commons while hot lunch students have
recess. At the halfway point, we will switch, cold lunch will go out for recess and hot lunch will
come in to eat.



Visitor Policy and Deliveries - Under normal circumstances, LMS welcomes visitors to
campus. Safety is our number one priority and we must do everything we can to protect our
students, faculty, and staff. To minimize risk, our visitor protocol puts strong limits on visitors
entering LMS.

1. Any visitor entering Lander Middle School will be required to wear a mask and follow
physical distancing norms.

2. At this time, we will entertain in person meetings following safety protocols but we will
also give parents the option to do a virtual meeting.

3. At this time, parents and family members will not be allowed to join their child for lunch
on site.

4. At this time, food and �oral deliveries will not be accepted.
5. We understand that students often forget things at home and parents need to drop off an

item for their student during the school day. If this situation arises, follow the visitor
protocol to enter the building and leave the item.

CONTACT US
Mr. Ley and I are always happy to visit with our parents, we ask that If you need to see one of
us, please call 332-4040 to make an appointment.

You can also reach us by email:
Julie Shanley - jshanley@landerschools.org
Kevin Ley - kley@landerschools.org

MISSION, VISION, AND COLLECTIVE
COMMITMENTS
MISSION: The LMS community works together to motivate and challenge ALL students to
become con�dent, independent learners.

VISION: To be the premier Middle School in the State of Wyoming.

mailto:jshanley@landerschools.org
mailto:kley@landerschools.org


Our Collective Commitments at LMS:

1. Create focus on learning: We will develop curriculum and instructional strategies that utilize
various resources which will promote active involvement of students, provide for their varied
experiences, as well as individual abilities and talents.

2. Build, support and nurture a culture of collaboration: We will work as a collegial community,
share in strengths and weaknesses while acting in a professional manner with integrity and
honesty and will develop relationships characterized by caring and respect.

3. At LMS we will continue to seek creative ways to celebrate each other, this includes
students and staff.

4. Clear on what students must learn: We will provide a challenging, rigorous, and
developmentally appropriate curriculum, which addresses individual student needs, is focused
on academic growth, and is based on best practice and current research.

5. Constantly measuring student effectiveness: We will monitor student learning and growth
through continuing assessments, which allow students multiple ways of demonstrating
mastery, are meaningful, and just. We will use assessment information not only to monitor
students growth but also to guide our instruction and to inform parents.

6. We will regard ALL students as OUR students.

7. Response to Student Learning: We will share resources, communicate knowledge, provide
strategies and monitor progress on a regular basis in order to positively impact student
achievement.

Facebook @fremont1_LMS

LANDER MIDDLE SCHOOL

Make sure to share all the important contact information for
your school & necessary staff, along with how to contact folks
(by email? By text? By phone?). If you are updating on social
media, make sure to include those URLs, as well.

755 Jefferson Street, Lander, … jshanley@landerschools.org

(307)332-4040 landerschools.org/Lander-Mi…

https://www.facebook.com/Lander-Middle-School-372801492893040
http://www.twitter.com/@fremont1_LMS
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mailto:jshanley@landerschools.org
tel:(307)332-4040
https://www.landerschools.org/Lander-Middle-School

