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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE
Hello LMS Family -

What an exciting week coming up! It's Lander Homecoming
week and we are so excited. Homecoming is one of my
favorite times of the year. It always has been - even when I was
in junior high and high school, I couldn't wait for homecoming
week. As a child of the 80's, I was part of the trend setters that
kids portray during 80's day now! Thinking back to spirit week
when I was in school, we couldn't wait to dress up in poodle
skirts, saddle shoes and letterman sweaters.

When I was growing up, homecoming was always a big deal in
my small hometown. I grew up in Dillon, MT which is very
similar to Lander in a lot of ways. Including size and school
pride. We loved our teams and it showed throughout town.
Windows were painted, school signs hung on front doors,
banners hung from the lampposts. I remember that stores
would close so that employees could attend the homecoming
festivities.

The parade was the favorite draw for everyone. My junior high
friends and I would crowd the sidewalk to get a look at the
football team and cheerleaders on the �re truck, wave at the
homecoming royalty, and anxiously wait for the marching band
and drill team. That was my favorite part of the parade - seeing
the band and the Golden Girls march by. The high school drill
team was called the Golden Girls after our school colors, blue
and gold. They were a huge deal in my hometown. They
performed in the parade, at every halftime, traveled all over the
state to perform at divisional and state tournaments as well as
competing with other schools in the state drill team
championships. Yes, it was a thing.

I am about to share something with you, that a lot of people
don't know about me. I was part of the Golden Girls in high
school. Being a part of the drill team has given me many
special memories but it also helped me become part of a
team. It helped develop a sense of school pride and
community. And, just like in Dillon when I was younger,
homecoming is a big deal in Lander too. It's about more than
the parade and the games, it's about bringing our community
together, pride of our schools and their accomplishments. I
hope you will celebrate with us - wear your green and black and
help us cheer on the home team.

https://s.smore.com/u/572be6b910e47c2718d128c23915961d.jpg


CAN YOU FIND MRS. SHANLEY?

Happy Homecoming Week!
Go Tigers!

Julie



GRADE LEVEL NEWS

HOMECOMING SPIRIT
WEEK
WHEN
MONDAY, SEP. 21ST, 8AM TO FRIDAY,
SEP. 25TH, 3:30PM

WHERE
755 JEFFERSON STREET
LANDER, WY

EARLY RELEASE
WEDNESDAY
WHEN
WEDNESDAY, SEP. 23RD, 2:30PM

WHERE
755 JEFFERSON STREET
LANDER, WY

AFTER SCHOOL
TUTORING STARTS
WHEN
THURSDAY, OCT. 1ST, 3:30-4:30PM

WHERE
755 JEFFERSON STREET
LANDER, WY

MORE INFORMATION
After school tutoring will begin on Thursday, October
1st from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tutoring is every
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. All students welcome!
Call the school with any questions, 332-4040.

7TH GRADE



ELA: Currently, students are working on parts of the short story/novel in preparation for writing
their own narrative as part of the standards for State Curriculum. Things being studied include
plot, setting, characterization, theme and point of view. 7th graders are tested in this area the
reading and writing assessment on the annual WyTopp test. Daily classwork includes reading
�ctional text, writing about that text, note taking, sharing of notes and writing, and vocabulary
(textual vocabulary and Greek roots). Students are all provided with hard copies of text which
they keep in their backpacks so they may take it home and work on it. Mr. Green and Mr.
Nichols also have various social building activities on different days during the week. If you
have any questions, please feel free to contact either Mr. Green or Mr. Nichols by phone or by
email:
tgreen@landerschools.org
pnichols@landerschools.org

Social Studies: We have �nished our �rst 2 units of the year: current events/historical articles
(using junior scholastic magazines) and culture. Next we will be learning about the 5 themes
of geography. Please check parent portal/in�nite campus for grades and encourage your
student to come in and re-do anything with a missing or low score. I’m available before school,
after school, during lunch recess, or at homeroom to help them. If you have heard or noticed
that we are moving quickly or doing twice as much as normal, that’s because we are. We are
running a block schedule this year between science and social studies, meaning I have 6
weeks to teach 12 weeks of curriculum before they switch over to science for the next 6
weeks. The double class periods can be overwhelming at times, but we consistently have hall
breaks and mask breaks outside to help break things up and rest in between the 2 periods. I
am really enjoying getting to know your children better and love the opportunities I have to
interact with them on a daily basis. Please let me know if you have any questions @ 332-
4040 ext. 2483 or lsimonson@landerschools.org.

Science: Students excavated fossils this week and then created a model of a fossil record to
see how scientists learn about Earth’s history. Next week we will be exploring radiometric
dating of fossils using a Phet simulation. The standards we are covering this block are MS-
ESS1-4: Construct an explanation based on evidence from rocks for how the geologic time
scale is used to organize Earth’s history and MS-LS4-1: Analyze and interpret data for patterns
in the fossil record. As Mrs. Simonson stated above, science and social studies are blocked
this year so I have science students for two periods a day. We will switch in a couple of weeks
and your student will have social studies.

Resource: Students have been working on breaking down learning objectives from Language
Arts and Math. In Language Arts, our focus has been to reinforce our understanding of plot and
the vocabulary that is essential with comprehending short stories. In Math, we’ve been sure to
take all of the elements of proportional relationships and solidify our skills with dividing with
fractions, interchanging mixed numbers and improper fractions, and reinforcing the
consistency of comparing one ratio to another. Students are doing great and we’re so happy
with the progress we are seeing so early in the year.

Math: We are working on identifying proportional relationships and being able to write
equations, tables and graphs. Grades will start to appear in In�nite Campus and the end of this

mailto:tgreen@landerschools.org
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unit will be around the 24th. That means there will be a larger assessment going into the
gradebook also. Here is a link to the Wyoming Math Standards.

Hello! In FACS this week we are studying childcare and how to be an awesome babysitter.
Wow, we have learned a lot about kids so far! Now your students are going to get creative and
apply what they’ve learned by creating a children's storybook. As they complete this
assignment, they should be thinking about what they have learned about the different age
groups and their development levels. They can write their story for a toddler, preschool, or
early school age child. We will be starting our sewing unit in two weeks! Your child will need to
bring 1 yard of cotton fabric and matching thread to complete their pillowcase. If you are
unable to get any fabric, please let me know via email or have your child tell me, and I will
make sure they have what they need. I am really enjoying working with your children this year!

8TH GRADE
Math: Eighth graders are learning about geometric transformations. Click here to learn more
about where transformations are used and applied. Gamers, computer programmers, �ooring,
puzzle designers, architectural engineers, just to name a few are other careers in which
transformations are used. The song EVERYONE is talking about! It’s topping all playlists
around the world! CLICK HERE! And don’t forget to turn it up! Your students are being
assessed frequently throughout the week on how to use coordinates to describe
transformations. To see what it takes to be �uent in this language of mathematics, check out
our rubric here. And be sure to ask your child how they scored on their �rst STAR assessment
of the year. This is a progress monitoring tool that we use to gauge growth of our students
throughout the school year. Lastly, Tetris is a great way to practice two different types of
transformations. Give it a try!

Language Arts - Mr. Green
8th grade ELA students are in the midst of their “dystopian literature” unit. The priority
standards for this unit are RL.8.3 - Characterization, Plot and Dialogue; and RL.8.1 - Claim,
Evidence and Analysis. While exploring this genre, students recently �nished the classic novel
The Giver by Lois Lowry and read the timeless short stories “Harrison Bergeron” by Kurt
Vonnegut, “The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson, and “There Will Come Soft Rains” by Ray Bradbury.
The unit asks students to examine the human condition while focusing on the author’s craft of
characterization and dialogue and how these elements move a plot forward. The second half
of the dystopian unit will include the classroom novel The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins
and a separate book club novel of the students’ choosing. Again, classic short stories, poems
and informational texts will supplement an analysis of theme, motif and summary (RL.8.2).
Students will also begin expanding the standard RL.8.1 by composing longer literary analysis
writings focusing on use of literary elements and tone and mood.

What is dystopian �ction?
https://youtu.be/489al7lGy0I

https://edu.wyoming.gov/downloads/standards/2018/Math-Standards.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lR0kyOdT86E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Z1aUhGCZs0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DVGD2ruMysL-KZDGDq8tH4-2fh1WVRQN/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/489al7lGy0I


EXPLORATORIES
Art: In art, the sixth grade students are learning about perspective drawing. Students are
striving to create a 1 point perspective drawing to show depth and a sense of space in their
artwork. They are creating a cityscape that makes the viewer feel they are in a crowded city
�lled with buildings and details. Additionally, they are continuing to use the skills they recently
learned in our unit on value by shading the buildings to make them appear three dimensional.
After listening to feedback on their work students then make revisions to elevate their artwork
to higher levels of understanding.

Seventh and eighth grade students have been diving into the world of digital design. They have
been getting hands-on experience using a professional quality platform (Canva) to come up
with a business, business name and a logo to represent their idea. This practical application
helps them to understand how a graphic designer creates their artwork. Additionally, in each
unit and lesson we are always learning artistic vocabulary that will help students to effectively
observe and describe different types of artwork.

Standards addressed:
8.1.A.1: Students create and revise original art to express ideas, experiences and stories
8.2.A.1 Students observe and describe in detail the physical properties of works of art
8.4.A.2: Students explore visual arts careers and recreational opportunities and investigate the
artistic skills needed for those opportunities

Around the World: This week in Around the World we took a look at all the different languages
that are spoken around the world. Students learned useful phrases, looked at a Picture
Dictionary for multiple languages and we even learned how other languages interpret the
sounds animals make! We have also been working our way “Around the World” completing
passports each week. We will be having a quiz over the �rst four passport countries on
Monday. Please remind your child to study! Information can be found in their passports or on
my website at these two links:
Passports (Year 1 AtW Students)
Passports (Year 2 AtW Students)
Standards addressed: SS.8.5
Next week we will continue working on our Country projects. These projects take a lot of time
and work! Students may work on their projects at home or during study hall / homeroom, as
time allows. We will be presenting these projects at the culmination of the class in November.
Stay tuned for more information! Click the links below for copies of the project rubric and
project description page.
Rubric
Project Description
Standards addressed: SS.8.2

Choir: This week in choir we have been working on our grade level songs, as well as our
combined song “Happy Face Medley”. Friday marks our �rst round of assessments as we
address the following standards:

https://sites.google.com/landerschools.org/mrsrounds/around-the-world/around-the-world-passports-year-1
https://sites.google.com/landerschools.org/mrsrounds/around-the-world/around-the-world-passports-year-2
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19-Tq_HM9bUkGjcI6YnP0vcvaW51mTZZ9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X9KgEBpe-6-kOvJlJRv2muKo0RfD7bwL/view?usp=sharing


ATHLETICS
Students that participate in athletics will be required to complete a daily health screening to
include temperature prior to practice. We will provide time during the afternoon homeroom for
students to be able to complete the screening.

XC -

9/19: XC @ Thermopolis, 9:00 a.m.
9/24: XC @ Worland, 3:00 p.m.
10/1: Lander Invite, TBA
10/9: XC @ Powell, TBA
Remind code: 6ddbc9
Coaches - Misty Atnip and Nik Deininger

8th Grade Volleyball -

9/22: VB@ Riverton, 4:00 p.m./5:00 p.m.
9/26: VB vs. Shoshoni, 12:00 p.m.
9/29: VB@ Thermopolis, 4:30 p.m./5:30 p.m.
Remind code: G2GK2F7
Coaches - Stacie McFadden and Elisa Harrison

7th Grade Volleyball

9/22: VB vs. Riverton, 4:00 p.m./5:00 p.m.
9/26: VB vs. Shoshoni, 10:00 a.m./11:00 a.m.
9/29: VB @Thermopolis, 4:30 p.m./5:30 p.m.
Remind code: @ffag2cg
Coaches - Zoe Peterson and Audrey Logue

7th and 8th Grade Football

9/26: 7th and 8th Football @Cody, 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.
Coaches - Derek Peil and Ely Sixbey (8th); Mike Ragan and Paul Swenson (7th)
Remind code for 8th FB: @ge498c
Remind code for 7th FB: @c73ab6



VOLLEYBALL AGAINST RAWLINS, 9/12/20

MONDAY:
TROPICAL
VS. ARCTIC
Do you like it HOT? Or do you
like it COLD? Pick your
preference and sport your gear
for a tropical paradise or winter
wonderland.

TUESDAY:
HEROES AND
VILLAINS
Dress up as your favorite
literary/movie hero OR villian...it
is that easy!

WEDNESDAY
: LITERARY
CHARACTER
VS. MOVIE
CHARACTER
Dress us as your favorite
character from a book/story OR
from your favorite character in
a movie.

https://s.smore.com/u/4c710872fc9cca023b1f4abb3b7e52c0.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/2294d53e3f4227ed027d1ba1cfe45f62.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/1ba456294d23ffb7142ede84abbf29f9.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/6e788afd6e75bec9432565a5906c672c.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/72a455ec5310674d194bddfa102e84aa.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/8c88a817ab24fd0abd29e220edeec8e2.jpg


THURSDAY:
ATHLETE VS.
MATHLETE
Dress up as your favorite
athlete or your favorite great
mind in history. For an extra
challenge- dress up as
someone who is both!

US VS. THEM
The most important spirit day
of the week...lets represent
Tiger Nation pride by “bleeding
green” with your Tiger gear.
Wear anything green, black,
white and LVHS Tigers you can
�nd. The more crazy and over-
the-top, the better!

SHARE YOUR
PICTURES!
Take pictures and share your
school spirit with Mrs. Shanley
for our school social media
accounts!
jshanley@landerschools.org

VIRTUAL LEARNING CORNER

mailto:jshanley@landerschools.org
https://s.smore.com/u/dc0ce1fd539ec4ff9771504eb9a95caf.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/999e892d7621454fe1ca28956c3cb23d.gif
https://s.smore.com/u/69594993dcd29d55a222615196b1da8f.png


Homecoming next week! We are encouraging students to dress up according to LVHS and
LMS’ Spirit Days:

Monday - Tropical vs. Arctic
Tuesday - Heroes vs. Villains
Wednesday - Literary Character vs. Movie Character
Thursday - Athlete vs. Mathlete
Friday - Bleed Green!

Reminder: STAR testing will be Wednesday and Thursday so we will have a special schedule
on 9/23 and 9/24

English Language Arts - Amazing work continues to be produced by these students. We are
halfway through our second book club novel. Live lessons have been focused on
characterization, setting, and con�ict. Every Tuesday and Thursday students meet in their
book club groups to discuss the text. This is a great opportunity for students to share the
reading experience and apply concepts learned in the live lessons to the book they are
reading. We will take the STAR reading test next week on Wednesday. Instructions will be
posted in Google Classroom. If you have any questions, please contact me (Mr. Peil) anytime
at dpeil@landerschools.org. Go Tigers!

Social Studies - 6th-graders have progressed through Westward Expansion, Industrialization,
Big Business, and are now examining Urban Life and Immigration in the late 1880s to early
1900s. Students have analyzed these events through a variety of social, economic, geographic,
religious, and political perspectives. 8th-graders began their survey of world history by learning
about ancient Native American cultures in North and Central America, the Trading Kingdoms
of West Africa, Greek and Roman Civilizations, and European Empires. We are now studying
european exploration of the Americas and have learned about the conquistadors, Christopher
Columbus, Jamestown, the Powhatan and Pocahontas, and the original 13 colonies.

Mathematics- 6th Graders have �nished Module 1 over ordering and �nding the absolute value
of integers and are now working on Module 2 studying rational numbers. This is a hard
working bunch of kids! For 7th grade, we are studying ratios and proportional relationships. It’s
challenging work and we have been reviewing operations on fractions to help us simplify
problems. I know they are up to the challenge! The 8th graders are continuing their study of
transformational geometry. In Module 1 we have been investigating translations, re�ections,
and rotations. If they have not picked up a workbook, transparency paper, and an expo marker
at the school yet, those would be very helpful tools. It’s also recommended that they have a
ruler and protractor available if possible, though it’s not absolutely necessary if they work
online. We will begin math support groups this coming week (September 21st-25th). The
mathematics STAR test will be Thursday, September 24th. Please look for directions in the
google classroom and please feel free to email me at swilson@landerschools.org.

Science- The 7th grade science students have been hard at work studying fossils and
geological processes. We investigated two phenomena (the Krakatoa volcanic eruption of
1883 and the Burgess Shale in Canada) to discover how geological processes have changed
how the Earth looks over time. We’re deep into our fossils unit now and students have been

mailto:dpeil@landerschools.org
mailto:swilson@landerschools.org


PICK UP DROP OFF

busy exploring, illustrating, reading, writing, researching, and watching short videos about
fossils in Wyoming and our neighboring states, like Dinosaur National Monument. We wish we
could take a real �eld trip, but in the meantime, we are virtually exploring the world!

PRINCIPAL'S VIRTUAL
HANGOUT WITH ONLINE
STUDENTS
WHEN
WEDNESDAY, SEP. 30TH, 2:45-3:15PM

WHERE
GOOGLE MEET

MORE INFORMATION
Mrs. Shanley and Mr. Ley will be doing a virtual hangout
with online students on Wednesday, September 30th
from 2:45 p.m. to 3:15 p.m. This will be an opportunity
for us to check in with you, see how classes are going
and maybe do a couple of fun, virtual activities.
Mark your calendars, here is the link to join.

meet.google.com/ygs-jdjn-ngy

Beginning of the day drop-off

Doors will open at 7:30 a.m., however, we encourage parents not to drop students off
before 7:45 a.m. if at all possible.
Students who ride the bus; walk down 8th street should enter their grade level POD door.
Bike riders; parent drop off; and students walking from Jefferson St. should enter the front
doors.

http://meet.google.com/ygs-jdjn-ngy


Vehicles enter the Jefferson St. parking lot at the west side; students exit the vehicle and
proceed into the building.
Adults dropping off your child(ren) please remain in your vehicle.
Once students are safely on the sidewalk, the vehicle needs exit the parking lot.
Please do not drop off students in the bus lane on 8th Street.

End of the day pick-up

To be mindful of social distancing, we will do a staggered release starting at 3:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m. - Bus Students
3:17 p.m. - Students who walk/ride bikes; parent pick up.
3:20 p.m. - Athletes
Adults picking up your child(ren), please remain in your vehicle.
Please do not pick up students in the bus lane on 8th street.

SAFETY MEASURES
When students enter the building, they must have their mask on.
Masks will be worn at all times by staff and students when physical distancing is not
possible.
Masks will be worn at all times during transitions and in the lunch line.
Hand sanitizer stations are available in every classroom, students will be reminded
frequently to wash their hands.
If your child is sick, do not send them to school



LOGISTICS
Homeroom - All students will be assigned to a homeroom. They will be with this teacher all
year and you can use this teacher as a main point of contact. Students will enter the building
and report directly to Homeroom every morning. In Homeroom they will:

Check out their chromebook
Store their backpack (if they choose to)
Build and foster relationships with Homeroom teacher and students on their team
Participate in Social Emotional Learning

Lockers - We will not be using lockers this year. Students will be able to store their backpacks
in their homeroom. At the end of the day, they will take their backpack home.

Cell phones - In years past, we have allowed students to bring their cellphones to school. They
were required to have them silenced or off and stored in their locker. Since we are not using
lockers, students will be allowed to carry their cell phone on their person. However, cell
phones must be on silent or off. Students need to follow cell phone rules in class and only
use them at the direction of a teacher. Students who abuse the cell phone policy will be asked
not to bring them to school. We are asking our parents to help us out with this and talk with
your child about appropriate cell phone use at school.

Lunch - Due to COVID safety measures, lunch will look very different for students. Starting
Monday, 9/14, cold lunch students will eat �rst in the commons while hot lunch students have
recess. At the halfway point, we will switch, cold lunch will go out for recess and hot lunch will
come in to eat.

Visitor Policy and Deliveries - Under normal circumstances, LMS welcomes visitors to
campus. Safety is our number one priority and we must do everything we can to protect our
students, faculty, and staff. To minimize risk, our visitor protocol puts strong limits on visitors
entering LMS.

1. Any visitor entering Lander Middle School will be required to wear a mask and follow
physical distancing norms.

2. At this time, we will entertain in person meetings following safety protocols but we will
also give parents the option to do a virtual meeting



3. At this time, parents and family members will not be allowed to join their child for lunch
on site.

4. At this time, food and �oral deliveries will not be accepted.
5. We understand that students often forget things at home and parents need to drop off an

item for their student during the school day. If this situation arises, follow the visitor
protocol to enter the building and leave the item.

CONTACT US
Mr. Ley and I are always happy to visit with our parents, we ask that If you need to see one of
us, please call 332-4040 to make an appointment.

You can also reach us by email:
Julie Shanley - jshanley@landerschools.org
Kevin Ley - kley@landerschools.org

MISSION, VISION, AND COLLECTIVE
COMMITMENTS
MISSION: The LMS community works together to motivate and challenge ALL students to
become con�dent, independent learners.

VISION: To be the premier Middle School in the State of Wyoming.

Our Collective Commitments at LMS:

1. Create focus on learning: We will develop curriculum and instructional strategies that utilize
various resources which will promote active involvement of students, provide for their varied
experiences, as well as individual abilities and talents.

2. Build, support and nurture a culture of collaboration: We will work as a collegial community,
share in strengths and weaknesses while acting in a professional manner with integrity and
honesty and will develop relationships characterized by caring and respect.

mailto:jshanley@landerschools.org
mailto:kley@landerschools.org


3. At LMS we will continue to seek creative ways to celebrate each other, this includes
students and staff.

4. Clear on what students must learn: We will provide a challenging, rigorous, and
developmentally appropriate curriculum, which addresses individual student needs, is focused
on academic growth, and is based on best practice and current research.

5. Constantly measuring student effectiveness: We will monitor student learning and growth
through continuing assessments, which allow students multiple ways of demonstrating
mastery, are meaningful, and just. We will use assessment information not only to monitor
students growth but also to guide our instruction and to inform parents.

6. We will regard ALL students as OUR students.

7. Response to Student Learning: We will share resources, communicate knowledge, provide
strategies and monitor progress on a regular basis in order to positively impact student
achievement.

Facebook @fremont1_LMS

LANDER MIDDLE SCHOOL

Make sure to share all the important contact information for
your school & necessary staff, along with how to contact folks
(by email? By text? By phone?). If you are updating on social
media, make sure to include those URLs, as well.

755 Jefferson Street, Lander, … jshanley@landerschools.org

(307)332-4040 landerschools.org/Lander-Mi…

https://www.facebook.com/Lander-Middle-School-372801492893040
http://www.twitter.com/@fremont1_LMS
https://s.smore.com/u/0711c240dd06d149c15f4089c2e23033.jpg
http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=755%20Jefferson%20Street%2C%20Lander%2C%20WY%2C%20USA&hl=en
mailto:jshanley@landerschools.org
tel:(307)332-4040
https://www.landerschools.org/Lander-Middle-School

