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Principal's Message
Hello LMS Family -

The month of November is most often associated with Thanksgiving
and the countdown to Christmas. But, did you know that November
is also National Gratitude Month? While many people use the terms
“thankful” and “grateful” synonymously, they actually mean two
different things: Being grateful is an action that is generated by
outside forces, while being thankful is a feeling generated by yourself
that implies a “giver and receiver” attitude.

I think that while gratitude is something we feel unconsciously, we
can make a difference when we start to actively think about it. Some
days, I think I have had an awful day, but after re-evaluating, only one
bad thing had happened, and I milked the crap out of it all day long.
Even on our worst days, there’s always something to be grateful for.

A couple of years ago, I was talking to a friend of mine about how
everything was wrong in my life. Her response was, "really?" Of
course, I told her yes and continued on with my pity party. In the
middle of explaining how nothing was working, she told me to stop,
take a breath and back up. She asked if my life was really that bad? I
said, "haven't you been listening to anything I said?" I was ready to
hang up the phone when my friend asked me to stop and think about
one positive thing from the day. I told her I was grateful for the roof
over my head. She told me to think of one more, I told her I was
grateful for supportive people in my life. We could have kept going
but I got her point. She challenged me to start a gratitude journal - it
sounds a little cheesy but I told her I would give it a try.

For the last two years, every night before I go to bed, I write down
three things that I’m grateful for that day. It sounds simple enough,
but the impact is powerful. I really didn't start thinking about
gratitude until after my conversation with my friend and her
challenge. It made me realize that even when we think things are as
bad as they can get, there is still something we can be grateful for
even if you think it's just a mundane aspect of your life.

This month, I am challenging my staff to a month of gratitude. I
created a choice board of different random acts of kindness. It's easy
and something we can do spread some kindness and cheer at LMS.
Interested in making your own choice board, here is a great link with
101 random acts of kindness if you want to join in. Happy Month of
Gratitude!
https://www.naturalbeachliving.com/acts-of-kindness/

Feeling grateful -
julie

https://www.naturalbeachliving.com/acts-of-kindness/
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After School Tutoring

When

Monday, Nov. 2nd, 3:30-4:30pm

Where

755 Jefferson Street Lander, WY

After School Tutoring

When

Tuesday, Nov. 3rd, 3:30-4:30pm

Where

755 Jefferson Street Lander, WY

Early Release Wednesday

When

Wednesday, Nov. 4th, 2:30pm

Where

755 Jefferson Street Lander, WY

After School Tutoring

When

Thursday, Nov. 5th, 3:30-4:30pm

Where

755 Jefferson Street Lander, WY



Virtual Enrollment - Trimester Two

PIE Meeting

When

Monday, Nov. 9th, 6pm

Where

Virtual 

More information
This will be a monthly virtual meeting. Here are the recurring dates with the link.

Julie Shanley is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: My Meeting
Time: Sep 14, 2020 06:00 PM Mountain Time (US and Canada)
Every month on the Second Mon, 5 occurrence(s)

Nov 9, 2020 06:00 PM
Dec 14, 2020 06:00 PM
Jan 11, 2021 06:00 PM
Feb 8, 2021 06:00 PM
Mar 8, 2021 06:00 PM

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84561681532?pwd=bmJML1kzTXppUExrb1hrWHdTV2p5dz09

Meeting ID: 845 6168 1532
Passcode: 12eZRS

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84561681532?pwd=bmJML1kzTXppUExrb1hrWHdTV2p5dz09


We are currently taking a waiting list for students who wish to enroll in the Lander Middle School
Virtual program. Trimester One ends on Tuesday, November 17, 2020 and new virtual enrollment will
begin on Wednesday, November 18, 2020.

Any parent wishing to make a change to their child's enrollment, should contact LMS at 332-4040. The
deadline for enrolling in virtual online will be Tuesday, December 1, 2020.

FBLA and Kiwanis Coats for Kids Drive
LVHS FBLA and Lander Kiwanis are co-sponsoring a Coats for Kids Drive. We are currently accepting
gently used, clean coats for kids that may not have appropriate winter gear. If you have anything you
would like to donate, please drop it off at the LMS Front O�ce.



Grade Level News

6th Grade - 6th grade has included an assignment sheet at the
bottom of their updates.
ELA: Students turned in their �rst typed (to be graded) personal narrative CFA last week! This week
we’re starting a new personal narrative. On Monday, students will be experimenting with different
ways to open their stories. On Tuesday, they’ll write a “�ash draft” of the story (they’ll write it in one
sitting). For the rest of the week, we’ll be revising and learning how to elaborate in our stories. Parents,
we’d still like students to be reading 30+ minutes at home every night. We’d also love for them to
continue working on their stories at home, as well.

Math: Now that we have gone through class time on two priority standards, we will be going over the
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home this week, 2 homework assignments and two study guide packets . The focus will be on showing
growth rather than replacing old scores. Students have multiple opportunities throughout a unit of
study, so I don’t do retakes but instead promote growth and improvement on the next opportunity.
Once we have done the summative test students are allowed to continue to show growth by studying
and requesting an extra assessment. 

Science: Last week we completed our study of Newton’s 3 Laws. Students developed a poster of how
Newton’s Laws apply to their lives. We also focused a lot on key vocabulary such as speed, velocity
and acceleration. This week we are starting our unit on the Engineering Design Process. We will be
doing several fun, hands-on activities to explore the Engineering Design Process.

Social Studies: Social studies students continue to explore Westward Expansion tying local places to
historical events. Students will begin a research project on a historical �gure that contributed to or
was impacted by Westward Expansion. Students will create a digital presentation of their historical
�gure and present their projects to their classmates. Students have focused primarily on the causes
and effects of Westward Expansion and will transition into their research projects next week. 

Information Resources: Students continue to work on Second Step Curriculum Bullying Unit. We are
also focusing on Study Skills and Goal Achievement

pdf Nov 2 to Nov 6--WP.pdf Download
65.9 KB

7th Grade
ELA: We 7th grade ELA teachers have �nished up with our Narrative Writing unit and are on to our
Argumentative/Persuasive writing unit. Students have practiced writing persuasive papers and we are
currently teaching Claim/Evidence/And Analysis for writing a �nal paper for class. Any questions,
please contact Mr. T. Green or Mr. Nichols (email is best).

Math: We have started �nding percent markups and discounts. This is something that students
typically have a di�cult time with. Ask your student how they are doing in math and remind them to
ask more questions if they are.

Science: his week students excavated fossils from a fossil mound. We will next build a fossil record
model based upon the age of the fossils excavated. Students have shown a strong understanding of
what fossils are, now we will dig deeper to analyze patterns in the fossil record to explain Earth history.

Social Studies: We are just �nishing up our unit on culture and then getting ready to start exploring
the 5 themes of geography next.

FACS: We will be working on our pillowcase project and �nishing up our hand sewing projects.

8th Grade
ELA: Finishing dystopian unit. Will begin non-�ction unit with Frederick Douglass by mid-week next
week Be sure to check out your student’s virtual notebooks

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/5f9eefcaace3e64fef11ff85


Math: Two big things to watch for these next couple weeks. Students will be bringing home 1-2
homework assignments each week. We encourage each and everyone of our students to get their reps
in at home. Solving linear equations requires lots of repetition in order to retain algorithmic
procedures. Finally, 8th graders will end the Geometrical Transformations unit with a little Tetris
action. This is that moment where we get to see our spatial intelligence shine. Actions speak louder
than words. With that said, the King of Tetris will only be dethroned when he loses. Have a wonderful
week!

Science: Chicken Wing Dissection was a big hit! This next week we will be learning about our Digestive
and Excretory systems. Check out the pictures below.

PE, Around the World, and Art
PE: We are �nishing up our Pickleball unit this week. Students were assessed on their ability to
demonstrate the critical skill cues of the serve, forehand and backhand.

Around the World: We explored traditional clothing and out�ts from all around the world! We even got
to create some of our own designs, based on real out�ts we researched and predict what we thought
out�ts looked like based on only the hat. Parents, please continue to have your child work on their
Country projects at home, if possible, and encourage them to turn their work in as they �nish each
section. Check out the pictures below!

Art: In art students are �nishing the printmaking unit. Once they have completed their Pop Art inspired
print they have the option of creating a design of their own. We took an assessment in art on Oct 29th
and if your student needs to retake it or missed the assessment they are always welcome to schedule
a retake with me.

Library
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Last week we received a shipment of 70 new books for our ever-growing collection at the Lander
Middle School Library. I am taking recommendations for new books, as we place an order every
month.

You may hear your student complaining about the condition of their chromebook. The school district
ordered new chromebooks over the summer. Unfortunately, they are stuck at the US Customs
department waiting on a dispute to be �nalized. In the meantime, I am asking students to be extremely
gentle with their chromebooks. And, have enlisted my homeroom class to help with repairs.

Counseling
Mrs. Polson and Mrs. Jensen are available to all students and families. If you would like to schedule an
appointment with either of them, please use the links here or call 335-0213 to speak with either of
them. You can also visit their Virtual O�ce to see resources offered by the Counselors.

Girls Basketball:

7th Grade:
Coaches: Steve Simpson and Mike Ragan
Remind Code:
Practice: M-F, 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

8th Grade:
Coaches: Audrey Logue and Jake Conilogue
Remind Code:
Practice: M-F, 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Wrestling:
Coaches: Casey Swift and Ryan Carey
Remind Code: @4kcdg8
Practices: M-F, 3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Athletic Schedule for the week of 11/2 - 11/7

11/3/20:
7th Grade Girls BBall vs. Shoshoni, 4:00 p.m.
8th Grade Girls BBall vs. Shoshoni, 5:00 p.m.

11/5/20:
7th Grade Girls BBall @Rawlins, 4:30 p.m and 5:45 p.m.
8th Grade Girls BBall @Rawlins, 4:30 p.m and 5:45 p.m.

https://sites.google.com/landerschools.org/lmscounseling/requests-for-counseling
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dIFuuU3DkUl59l2-Zzb_usNGXdF3-xV8/view


11/7/20
Wrestling vs. Thermopolis (Dual), Lander, 10:00 a.m.

Virtual Learning Corner
General Announcements: We are starting our 12th week of school. Students should be checking their
grades often and ensuring that they are turning all assignments in. Please look over parent portal with
your student and if they have any missing assignments, please reach out and speak with your child's
teacher.

Math:
6th grade: 6th Graders just wrapped up their module on dividing fractions by fractions. Please check
In�nite Campus to see what work your student is missing or if there are any low scores they would like
to do a retake on. We will have a math help session next Monday at 1:00. Our next module will be
about adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing decimals. Please remind your student if he or she
turns in late work to click “turn in” on that assignment on the google classroom (or send me an email
of the speci�c assessment) they are turning in late or I do not know they have done it. Thank you!

7th grade: 7th graders are still working on Module 2. We have been learning about percent increase
and decrease, and taxes and gratuity. Please check In�nite Campus to see what work your student is
missing or if there are any low scores they would like a retake on. We will have a math help session
next Tuesday at 1:00. Please remind your student if he or she turns in late work to click “turn in” on that
assignment on the google classroom (or send me an email of the speci�c assessment) they are
turning in late or I do not know they have done it. Thank you!

8th grade: 8th graders have wrapped up their unit on transformational geometry and are now
working on solving equations. Please check In�nite Campus to see what work your student is missing
or if there are any low scores they would like a retake on We will have a math help session next



Thursday at 1:00. Please remind your student if he or she turns in late work to click “turn in” on that
assignment on the google classroom (or send me an email of the speci�c assignment) they are turning
in late or I do not know they have done it. Thank you!

Science:
6th grade: 6th graders just wrapped up their mini unit on Motion Graphing and we are now starting a
new mini unit on Net Force. During the middle of the week next week, we will transition to our
engineering standard. Students will be designing small parachutes. Most of the items needed are
household items, but we are putting together supply packages for each student. You may pick up your
student’s supply packet on Thursday, Nov 5th or on Friday, Nov 6th. They will need their supplies on
Monday, Nov 9th. Please remember to check In�nite Campus to view your student’s missing work and
to identify any assessments they may want to retake. If your student turns in late work, it is important
to click “turn in” on the google classroom or to send me an email of what speci�cally was turned in.
Thank you!

7th grade: 7th graders do not currently have science, but we still have several students who are trying
to catch up their missing work from the �rst part of the school year. Please check In�nite Campus to
see if your student is missing any work or if they would like to retake an assessment. Please remind
them to click “turn in” on the google classroom for that assignment or to send me an email or else I do
not know if they have done late work. Thank you!

8th grade: 8th graders are continuing to study the body systems. So far we have studied the
circulatory, digestive and excretory systems and we just started learning about the muscular system.
Please check In�nite Campus to see if your student is missing any work or if they would like to retake
an assessment. Please remind them to click “turn in” on the google classroom for that assignment or
to send me an email or else I do not know if they have done late work. Thank you!

Language Arts:
6th grade: n Language Arts, students are continuing their study of historical �ction and are expanding
their close reading skills by learning about motif and theme. This group is doing a great job analyzing
high-level texts!

7th grade: For Language Arts, students have been taking a critical lens to their historical �ction texts
and have been analyzing how motifs (recurring ideas) lead to the discovery of themes or life lessons.
Their writing is getting better and better every week!

8th grade: Students are learning how to identify themes - life lessons - in their historical �ction novels.
They are tracing the development of these life lessons to other elements in literature, such as
character, plot events, and symbols. These students are really diving into the texts and making
complex inferences. I’m very proud of them!

Social Studies:
7th grade: In 7th-Grade Geography, students just wrapped up Unit 1 regarding the 5 Themes of
Geography, Latitude and Longitude, and the differences between physical and human geography.
Students are now beginning Unit 2: Physical Geography wherein they will learn about the sun and its
relation to seasons, climate, and earth formations, as well as how water, wind, and other erosive
forces have shaped the planet. It is exciting to see students connect these concepts to their past
experiences!



Pick Up Drop Off

Principal's Virtual Hangout with Online
Students

When

Friday, Nov. 6th, 2:30-3pm

Where

Google Meet 

More information
Mrs. Shanley and Mr. Ley will be doing a virtual hangout with online students on Friday, November 6th
from 2:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. This will be an opportunity for us to check in with you, see how classes are
going and maybe do a couple of fun, virtual activities.

This will be a recurring meeting every two weeks; here is the link:
https://meet.google.com/ori-gtcn-gor

Beginning of the day drop-off

Doors will open at 7:30 a.m., however, we encourage parents not to drop students off before 7:45
a.m. if at all possible.
Students who ride the bus; walk down 8th street should enter their grade level POD door.
Bike riders; parent drop off; and students walking from Jefferson St. should enter the front doors.
Vehicles enter the Jefferson St. parking lot at the west side; students exit the vehicle and proceed
into the building.
Adults dropping off your child(ren) please remain in your vehicle.
Once students are safely on the sidewalk, the vehicle needs exit the parking lot.

End of the day pick-up

To be mindful of social distancing, we will do a staggered release starting at 3:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m. - Bus Students
3:17 p.m. - Students who walk/ride bikes; parent pick up.

https://meet.google.com/ori-gtcn-gor


Please do not use the bus lane on 8th street to drop off or pick

up students!

Adults picking up your child(ren), please remain in your vehicle.

Safety Measures
When students enter the building, they must have their mask on.
Masks will be worn at all times by staff and students when physical distancing is not possible.
Masks will be worn at all times during transitions and in the lunch line.
Masks are not required to be worn outside IF students are engaging in physical activities like
running, basketball, wallball, jumprope, football, etc. However, if they are sitting in close groups or
huddled together, they will be asked to put their mask on or move 6 feet apart.
Hand sanitizer stations are available in every classroom, students will be reminded frequently to
wash their hands.
If your child is sick, do not send them to school



Logistics
Homeroom - All students will be assigned to a homeroom. They will be with this teacher all year and
you can use this teacher as a main point of contact. Students will enter the building and report directly
to Homeroom every morning. In Homeroom they will:

Check out their chromebook
Store their backpack (if they choose to)
Build and foster relationships with Homeroom teacher and students on their team
Participate in Social Emotional Learning

Lockers - We will not be using lockers this year. Students will be able to store their backpacks in their
homeroom. At the end of the day, they will take their backpack home.

Cell phones - In years past, we have allowed students to bring their cellphones to school. They were
required to have them silenced or off and stored in their locker. Since we are not using lockers,
students will be allowed to carry their cell phone on their person. However, cell phones must be on
silent or off. Students need to follow cell phone rules in class and only use them at the direction of a
teacher. Students who abuse the cell phone policy will be asked not to bring them to school. We are
asking our parents to help us out with this and talk with your child about appropriate cell phone use at
school.

Lunch - Due to COVID safety measures, lunch will look very different for students. Starting Monday,
9/14, cold lunch students will eat �rst in the commons while hot lunch students have recess. At the
halfway point, we will switch, cold lunch will go out for recess and hot lunch will come in to eat.

Visitor Policy and Deliveries - Under normal circumstances, LMS welcomes visitors to campus. Safety
is our number one priority and we must do everything we can to protect our students, faculty, and
staff. To minimize risk, our visitor protocol puts strong limits on visitors entering LMS.

1. Any visitor entering Lander Middle School will be required to wear a mask and follow physical
distancing norms.

2. At this time, we will entertain in person meetings following safety protocols but we will also give
parents the option to do a virtual meeting.

3. At this time, parents and family members will not be allowed to join their child for lunch on site.
4. At this time, food and �oral deliveries will not be accepted.
5. We understand that students often forget things at home and parents need to drop off an item

for their student during the school day. If this situation arises, follow the visitor protocol to enter
the building and leave the item.



Contact Us
Mr. Ley and I are always happy to visit with our parents, we ask that If you need to see one of us,
please call 332-4040 to make an appointment.

You can also reach us by email:
Julie Shanley - jshanley@landerschools.org
Kevin Ley - kley@landerschools.org

Mission, Vision, and Collective Commitments
MISSION: The LMS community works together to motivate and challenge ALL students to become
con�dent, independent learners.

VISION: To be the premier Middle School in the State of Wyoming.

Our Collective Commitments at LMS:

1. Create focus on learning: We will develop curriculum and instructional strategies that utilize
various resources which will promote active involvement of students, provide for their varied
experiences, as well as individual abilities and talents.

2. Build, support and nurture a culture of collaboration: We will work as a collegial community, share
in strengths and weaknesses while acting in a professional manner with integrity and honesty and
will develop relationships characterized by caring and respect.

3. At LMS we will continue to seek creative ways to celebrate each other, this includes students and
staff.

4. Clear on what students must learn: We will provide a challenging, rigorous, and developmentally
appropriate curriculum, which addresses individual student needs, is focused on academic growth,
and is based on best practice and current research.

5. Constantly measuring student effectiveness: We will monitor student learning and growth
through continuing assessments, which allow students multiple ways of demonstrating mastery,
are meaningful, and just. We will use assessment information not only to monitor students growth
but also to guide our instruction and to inform parents.

mailto:jshanley@landerschools.org
mailto:kley@landerschools.org


6. We will regard ALL students as OUR students.

7. Response to Student Learning: We will share resources, communicate knowledge, provide
strategies and monitor progress on a regular basis in order to positively impact student
achievement.

Facebook @fremont1_LMS

Lander Middle School

755 Jefferson Street, Lander, W… jshanley@landerschools.org

(307)332-4040 landerschools.org/Lander-Midd…

https://www.facebook.com/Lander-Middle-School-372801492893040
http://www.twitter.com/@fremont1_LMS
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