
WEEK 8 AMERICAN HISTORY WARZINIK 
Objectives: 
Students will use a variety of resources(articles, videos, books) to learn about specific minority 
groups that fought for rights during the Civil Rights Movement. 
Students will be able to identify struggles for each group and improvements made by those who 
stood up for equality. 
 
 

Civil Rights Movement  
(Be specific. Inequality and discrimination are not acceptable answers. All questions are specific 

to the time period of The Civil Rights Movement). 
 

1. Give 3 examples of struggles for Mexicans.  
 
 
 
 
2. Give two specific examples of how African Americans protested during the movement.  
 
 
 
 
 
3. Aside from de-segregation, how were rights of African Americans expanded?  
 
 
 
 
 
4. What are 3 specific discrimination struggles that women faced?  
 
 
 
 
 
5. What amendment protects minority groups claiming “equal protection under the law”?  
 
 
 
 
6.What finally gave Native Americans the right to vote?  
 
 
 
7. What are 2 other specific rights Native Americans had to fight for post-WWII?  
 
 



RESOURCES:  
Mexicans:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxtThBTf0sI 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JpQqfuxRxh8 
African Americans: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETR9qrVS17g 
 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/lessons-worth-learning
-moment-greensboro-four-sat-down-lunch-counter-180974087/ 
 
The Birmingham Children's Crusade of 1963 - Biography.com 
 
Rosa 
Parks:https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/montgomery-bus-boycott 
The Voting Rights Act of 1965 

https://www.history.com/news/gi-bill-black-wwii-veterans-benefits?fbclid=IwAR1ruU

X7HZ4jyCGyOPVZmpmuGeT3KRBtJL-g3s1IhJOm4LFHljbODCDy4Jk 

 

Women https://time.com/4008060/women-strike-equality-1970/ 

Native Americans:The Voting Rights Act (VRA) prohibited discrimination on the basis of 

race and color, and the extension of the act in 1975 provided additional protection and 

assistance to language minorities. This legislation was significant because states used 

literacy tests and poll taxes as barriers to Indian voting despite their eligibility under the 

Indian Citizenship Act. 

The Indian Civil Rights Act (ICRA) 

Congress held hearings regarding the authority of Indian tribes and discovered abuses 

from the tribal governments. In response, the Indian Civil Rights Act was passed in 

1968. Because sections of the law mirror the Bill of Rights, the act is sometimes 

referred to as the "Indian Bill of Rights;" it offers some, but not all of the protections. The 

ICRA is Congress' attempt to balance the complicated issue of protecting the civil rights 

of American Indians while recognizing the authority of the tribal governments. However, 
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the Supreme Court held that the federal government had no authority over the 

enforcement of tribal governments. 

The American Indian Movement 

The American Indian Movement (AIM) formed in 1968 as a Native American advocacy 

group, bringing attention to such issues as treaty rights, living conditions, and racism. 

AIM has been involved in many high profile, sometimes violent, occupations and 

protests including the Wounded Knee incident which helped bring attention to their 

agenda. 

The Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act of 1975 

The Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act of 1975 authorizes 

government agencies to enter into contracts with (and make grants to) Indian tribes and 

gives authority to the tribes to administer the funds. 

Religious Freedom Act of 1978 

The Religious Freedom Act of 1978, enacted to protect and preserve the traditional 

religious rights of American Indians, Eskimos, Aleuts, and Native Hawaiians, includes 

the following rights: 

● Access of sacred sites 

● Repatriation of sacred objects held in museums 

● Freedom to worship through ceremonial and traditional rites (including within 

prisons) 

● Use and possession of objects considered sacred 

The Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978 

The Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978 requires American Indian children be placed with 

extended family members, other tribal members, or other Native American families for 
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foster-care or adoption purposes. The law protects the tribes' interest in retaining 

custody of their children. 

Get Help from an Attorney Specializing in American Indian Rights 

As dual citizens, American Indians have unique rights. Understanding how to protect 

them requires an attorney skilled in Native Peoples law. If you are concerned about your 

civil rights, get help from an attorney right away. 

 

The Day Women Went on Strike 

 

https://lawyers.findlaw.com/lawyer/practice/native-peoples-law


Women's Strike for Peace and Equality, New York City, Aug. 26, 1970. Eugene Gordon—The New York 

Historical Society / Getty Images 

BY SASCHA COHEN  

 AUGUST 26, 2015 9:30 AM EDT 

O n Aug. 26, 1970, a full 50 years after the passage of the 19th Amendment 

granted women the right to vote, 50,000 feminists paraded down New York 

City’s Fifth Avenue with linked arms, blocking the major thoroughfare during 

rush hour. Now, 45 years later, the legacy of that day continues to evolve. 

Officially sponsored by the National Organization for Women (NOW), the 

Women’s Strike for Equality March was the brainchild of Betty Friedan, who 

wanted an “action” that would show the American media the scope and power of 

second-wave feminism. 

As TIME observed just days before the march, the new feminist movement 

emerged out of a moment in which “virtually all of the nation’s systems — 

industry, unions, the professions, the military, the universities, even the 

organizations of the New Left — [were] quintessentially masculine 

establishments.” The notion of women’s liberation was extremely controversial, 

and the movement was in its infancy. 

Friedan’s original idea for Aug. 26 was a national work stoppage, in which women 

would cease cooking and cleaning in order to draw attention to the unequal 

distribution of domestic labor, an issue she discussed in her 1963 bestseller The 
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Feminine Mystique. It isn’t clear how many women truly went on “strike” that 

day, but the march served as a powerful symbolic gesture. Participants held signs 

with slogans like “Don’t Iron While the Strike is Hot” and “Don’t Cook Dinner – 

Starve a Rat Today.” 

The number of marchers exceeded Friedan’s “wildest dreams.” TIME described 

the event as “easily the largest women’s rights rally since the suffrage protests.” It 

brought together older, liberal feminists like Friedan and Bella Abzug with a 

younger, more radical contingent of women. As Joyce Antler, a historian who 

participated in the demonstration, told me, many of these women “were veterans 

of civil rights marches and anti-war protests of the 1960s. We marched 

throughout the ‘60s and we had faith that this mattered.” 

The day of activism reached beyond New York City, as thousands of feminists 

across the country coordinated sister demonstrations. A full range of creative, 

confrontational tactics was on display, as activists infiltrated “all male” bars and 

restaurants, held teach-ins and sit-ins, picketed and rallied, in Detroit, 

Indianapolis, Boston, Berkeley and New Orleans. One thousand women marched 

on the nation’s capital, holding a banner that read “We Demand Equality.” In Los 

Angeles, feminists wearing Richard Nixon masks enacted guerrilla street theater. 

“The solidarity was completely exhilarating,” Antler recalls. 

RELATED STORIES 

http://content.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,902696,00.html


 

How Betty Friedan Responded to Her Critics 
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See What Happened When Feminists Squared Off With Hugh Hefner in 1970 

The organizers of the day’s events agreed on a set of three specific goals, which 

reflected the overall spirit of second-wave feminism: free abortion on demand, 

equal opportunity in employment and education, and the establishment of 24/7 

childcare centers. Over the next several years, activists would use multiple 

techniques — from public protest to legislative lobbying — in an attempt to turn 

these goals into realities. 

So how did they fare? 

The women’s movement was most successful in pushing for gender equality in 

workplaces and universities. The passage of Title IX in 1972 forbade sex 

discrimination in any educational program that received federal financial 

assistance. The amendment had a dramatic affect on leveling the playing field in 

girl’s athletics. Also, feminists made the workforce a more hospitable space for 

women with policies banning sexual harassment, something the Equal 

Opportunity Commission recognized in 1980. Women’s participation in college, 

graduate school and the professions has steadily increased over the past several 

decades, although a gender wage gap still exists. 

In terms of abortion access, activists have also made great strides since 1970, but 

have suffered serious setbacks as well. In 1973, after legal strategizing by NOW 

and other reproductive rights groups, the U.S. Supreme Court legalized abortion 

in all fifty states. This was a major feminist victory, but it was also limited, as the 

decision only protected a woman’s right to terminate during her first trimester of 

pregnancy, allowing for state intervention in the second and third trimesters. 

https://time.com/3963237/playboy-feminists-brownmiller-hefner/


Furthermore, Roe v. Wade did not address the cost of an abortion, which was 

high enough to be out of reach for many women. In the years after the decision, 

backlash to Roe triggered many varieties of legislation that further eroded 

women’s access to the procedure. 

Perhaps the least amount of progress has been made in the area of childcare, 

which remains prohibitively expensive for many American women. In 1971, 

Congress passed the Comprehensive Child Development Act, which would have 

set up local day care centers for children on a sliding scale based on family 

income, but Nixon vetoed the bill. While President Obama has spoken about 

making affordable childcare a national priority, there are no current plans to offer 

government-funded, round-the-clock care in the United States as feminists had 

initially envisioned. As of 2014, the average annual cost of enrolling in a daycare 

center for an infant is, in most states, higher than the cost of a public college in 

that state. 

So the long-term results of the Strike for Equality March have been mixed. But in 

the short-term, the event did accomplish one major goal: it helped make the 

feminist movement visible. In the immediate aftermath, a CBS poll showed that 

four out of five adults were aware of women’s liberation, and NOW’s membership 

grew by 50%. “The huge number of marchers, young and old, made a convincing 

case that this was a movement for everyone,” Antler explains. In this sense, the 

event exemplified cross-generational solidarity among women. Today’s 

intersectional feminist activists hope to build coalitions across race, class, and 

sexuality as well, as they work to fulfill the unfinished mission of their 

foremothers. 

https://time.com/money/3620600/how-to-save-on-childcare-daycare/


Mexicans:During the early 20th century, many Mexicans immigrated for work to such areas as 

Texas, Arizona, and California.[4] They were recruited by farmers for work on the large farms and 

also worked throughout those states in non-agricultural jobs. 

During the Great Depression, in the early 1930s, the United States deported between 500,000 and 2 

million people of Mexican descent (including the illegal expulsion of up to 1.2 million U.S. citizens)[5] 

to Mexico (see Mexican Repatriation), in order to reduce demands on limited American economic 

resources. By the late 1930s, about three million Mexican Americans resided in the United States. 

Los Angeles had the highest concentration of ethnic Mexicans outside Mexico.[6] 

Job discrimination in Los Angeles forced minorities to work for below-poverty level wages.[7][8] The 

Los Angeles newspapers described Mexicans with racially inflammatory propaganda, suggesting a 

problem with juvenile delinquency.[9][10][11] These factors caused much racial tension between 

Mexican immigrants, those of Mexican descent, and European Americans.[12] 

During this time Los Angeles was going through an expansion. The city planners did not plan the 

expansion well, as it caused disruptions in communal sites, family sites, and family patterns of social 

interactions. One major decision that was made was to put a Naval school for the Naval Reserve 

Armory in the Chavez Ravine which was primarily a Hispanic area. This would later be a hot spot for 

encounters between the zoot suiters and sailors.[13] 

Lalo Guerrero became known as the father of Chicano music, as the young people adopted a music, 

language, and dress of their own. Young men wore zoot suits—a flamboyant long jacket with baggy 

pegged pants, sometimes accessorized with a pork pie hat, a long watch chain, and shoes with thick 

soles. They called themselves "pachucos." In the early 1940s, arrests of Mexican-American youths 

and negative stories in the Los Angeles Times fueled a perception that these pachuco gangs were 

delinquents who were a threat to the broader community.[14] 

In the summer of 1942, the Sleepy Lagoon murder case made national news. Nine teenage 

members of the 38th Street Gang were accused of murdering a civilian man named José Díaz in an 

abandoned quarry pit. The nine defendants were convicted at trial and sentenced to long prison 

terms. Eduardo Obregón Pagán wrote, 

Many Angelenos saw the death of José Díaz as a tragedy that resulted from a larger pattern of 

lawlessness and rebellion among Mexican American youths, discerned through their self-conscious 
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fashioning of difference, and increasingly called for stronger measures to crack down on juvenile 

delinquency.[15] 

The convictions of the nine young men were ultimately overturned, but the case generated much 

animosity within the United States toward Mexican Americans. The police and press characterized 

all Mexican youths as "pachuco hoodlums and baby gangsters."[16][17] 

With the entry of the United States into World War II in December 1941 following the Japanese 

attack on Pearl Harbor, the nation had to deal with the restrictions of rationing and the prospects of 

conscription. In March 1942, the War Production Board (WPB) regulated the manufacture of men's 

suits and all clothing that contained wool. To achieve a 26% cut-back in the use of fabrics, the WPB 

issued regulations for the manufacture of what Esquire magazine called, "streamlined suits by Uncle 

Sam."[18] The regulations effectively forbade the manufacture of the wide-cut zoot suits and full 

women's skirts or dresses. Most legitimate tailoring companies ceased to manufacture or advertise 

any suits that fell outside the War Production Board's guidelines. But the demand for zoot suits did 

not decline; a network of bootleg tailors based in Los Angeles and New York City continued to 

produce the garments. Youths also continued to wear clothes which they already owned.[14] 

Meanwhile, American soldiers, sailors, and Marines from across the country went to Los Angeles in 

large numbers as part of the war effort; they were given leave while awaiting to be shipped out to the 

Pacific theater. Servicemen and zoot suiters in Los Angeles were both immediately identifiable by 

their dress. Some servicemen and others in the community felt that the continued wearing of zoot 

suits represented the youths' public flouting of rationing regulations. Officials began to cast wearing 

of zoot suits in moral terms and associated it with the commission of petty crime, violence and the 

snubbing of national wartime rules.[14] In 1943, many servicemen resented the sight of young 

Latinos wearing zoot suits after clothing restrictions had been published, especially as most came 

from areas of the country with little experience or knowledge of Mexican-American 

culture.[where?][19][20] While Mexican-Americans were over-represented in the armed forces (and 

eventually also overrepresented in Medal of Honor recipients), they were not common or respected 

enough to defuse these tensions.[21] 

One of the first conflicts between the sailors and the zoot suiters was in August 1942, near 

Chinatown. The sailors who trained in the Chavez Ravine saw the area as public, but the local youth 

saw it much differently, in part due to the history of the area and poor planning of the LA expansion. 

A sailor and his girlfriend were walking when four zoot suiters blocked the sidewalk in front of them. 
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The zoot suiters refused to let them pass and pushed the sailor into the street. The young zoot-suiter 

and the sailor stood their ground in silence until finally, the sailor backed away.[13] 

Identity and cultural significance of the zoot suit[edit] 

 

This photograph of three men sporting variations on the zoot suit was taken by Ollie Atkins. Atkins worked 
for the ‘Saturday Evening Post’ and was a personal photographer to President Richard Nixon. National 
Archives, Richard Nixon Library and Museum 

Zoot suit fashion found its origins in the urban black scene during the 1940s.[22] This style of clothing 

cultivated a sense of racial pride and significance; however, the fashion statement soon made its 

way into the wardrobes of young Southern Californian Mexicans and Filipinos, who became the 

quintessential wearers of the zoot suit. The transfer and sharing of the zoot suit fashion indicated a 

growing influence of black and white popular culture on young Mexican and Filipino Americans. 

Additionally, “analysis of the Los Angeles zoot-suit riot and journalists' and politicians' in and the 

outfit's connections with race relations, jazz music and dance, slang permit an understanding of the 

politics and social significance of what is trivial in itself -- popular culture and its attendant styles.”[23] 

The zoot suit was originally a statement about creating a new wave of music and dress, but it also 

held significant political meaning. The flamboyant and colorful material indicated a desire to express 

oneself against the boring and somber slum lifestyle. The zoot suit provided young African American 

and Mexican youth a sense of individualistic identity within their cultures and society as they 
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discovered “highly charged emotional and symbolic meaning” through the movement, music, and 

dress.[24][23] 

The zoot suit typically included bright colored fabric, long coats that often reached the knees, wide 

flamboyant shoulders, and ruffled slacks. The arm and ankle areas were often much tighter than the 

rest of the fabric, giving the whole look a triangular shape.[24] 

Often the suit was paired with accessories such as chains and leather soled-shoes, which were 

typically worn to exaggerate and prove a point of rebellion against the wealth and status that many 

of these youth were unable to access due to their economic and racial identities.[24] 
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