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A Cornucopia of Bounty…

by Rodge Wilson, Superintendent
As I write this, we have made
it through the first ten weeks of
school. As a community, we have
done well. And while we adjust to
life with Covid-19, we continue
our focus on educating our
students as well as maintaining
their social-emotional health.
Yes, Covid-19 has changed many
things. But many things have not
changed. It is important to take
time to notice the patterns and
constants in our lives.
Just as the color change of
October brought to mind the
arrival of autumn, so the time
change of November signals the
approach of winter. It is getting
dark much earlier now, and that
has prompted my household,
and my office, to prepare for the
changing season.
At home, this means cleaning

out dressers to put away summer
clothes, clearing out closets
to exchange sandals for snow
boots, and sorting out the toy
boxes in anticipation of the
holidays. At school, it means
making arrangements for snow
removal, updating school closing
procedures,
and
organizing
schedules and transportation for
all the various winter events. As I
packed away bags and boxes last
weekend and met with various
departments at school this week,
I was reminded of the many
reasons I have to be thankful.
With a family of any size,
resources can often be scarce, but
somehow things always have a
way of working out. Your child’s
school pants you just bought
in August are already starting
to get a little small just when
the neighbor drops off a bag
of clothes. On the Friday after
payday, you’re wondering how
you’re going to feed everyone for
the next week, and by Wednesday
you’re complaining about the
number of leftovers that are being
thrown away. Just when you are
worrying about the worst, you

are provided with the very things
you need most. This truly is the
purpose of Thanksgiving; to take
time to recognize the blessings
that we have around us.
At Western Reserve, we
have much to be thankful for.
Our community’s support of
the school district has allowed
us to remain stable amidst the
current economic hardships.
The parental support for our
teachers and principals has
allowed us to make great strides
in student achievement this year
despite the pandemic. Our staff
is successfully working to make
sure students are safe, healthy, and
well educated. And the quality of
the young people in our schools
makes me proud to have worked
with them for the last thirty-plus
years. The New Oxford American
Dictionary defines a cornucopia
as “an abundant supply of good
things”. That is what Western
Reserve is; a symbol of plenty.
Happy Thanksgiving.

Rodge Wilson

Graduation May 30, 2021

The high school years pass swiftly by – senior year especially so – and graduation will be here before
we know it. This year’s ceremony is scheduled for Sunday, May 30, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. in the high school
gymnasium. It is the day towards which the members of the Class of 2021 have been moving since they first
entered kindergarten in 2008.
Students have multiple “pathways” to graduation that demonstrate their proficiency and readiness. In
addition to earning 20 course credits, this year’s seniors will:
1. Earn at least 18 points on seven end-of-course state tests including four points in math, four in English,
and six across science and social studies. After the cancellation of the spring tests due to the Coronavirus
health crisis and ordered school-building closures, House Bill 164 allowed WRHS to substitute eligible
students’ final course grades for corresponding high school end-of-course examinations. For example, a
student who took Algebra I in 2019-20 and earned a final grade of B in the course will receive a point value
of 4 on the algebra state test.
2. Earn a minimum of 12 points by receiving a State Board of Education-approved, industry-recognized
credential or group of credentials in a single career field and earn the required score on WorkKeys, a workreadiness test.
3. Earn remediation-free scores in mathematics and English language arts on either the ACT or SAT.
4. NEW - Demonstrating Competency in the foundational areas of English language arts and mathematics
or through alternative demonstrations, which include College Credit Plus, career-focused activities, or
military enlistment.
5. NEW - Demonstrating Readiness for post-high school paths by earning two seals that demonstrate
important foundational and well-rounded academic and technical knowledge, professional skills, key
social and emotional competencies, and leadership and reasoning skills. These new “Graduation Seals”
will be affixed to students’ diplomas and include Citizenship, College-Ready, Community Service, Fine
and Performing Arts, Honors Diploma, Industry-Recognized Credential, Military Enlistment, Ohio Means
Jobs Readiness, Science, Biliteracy, Student Engagement, and Technology. Visit http://education.ohio.
gov/Topics/Ohio-s-Graduation-Requirements for more information.

Choose HOPE: Rekindling the
Flame of Face-to-Face
Conversations

by Libby French
In a world of technology and access to instant communication, faceto-face conversations are becoming a thing of the past. Add that to the
current climate of the socially distanced world we live in and busy family
schedules and suddenly kids, especially teens, feel isolated and alone.
One way to combat the feeling of isolation is to rekindle the flame and
frequency of face-to-face conversation. As a mom of four and a farmer’s
wife, I know firsthand just how difficult that can be. However, as a
school counselor, I am reminded on a daily basis of just how important it
is to make time to sit down each day to listen, talk, laugh, and sometimes
cry about the realities of everyday life.
Our children need us to sit down with them and talk, face-to-face,
now more than ever. Their worlds are shifting, much likes ours, and this
can be a scary and lonely time for them. As a token of our commitment
to our student families, our counseling departments will soon be sending
home a care package to serve as a catalyst for conversation in your
homes. The care package will include talking points for all ages, broken
down into developmentally appropriate categories, one lavender scented
candle to encourage conversation and relaxation, as well as a list of local
resources to help those in need of further support.
Our greatest gift that is so often stripped away is the gift of time.
Back in March and seemingly overnight, we found ourselves with time
on our hands that we weren’t sure how to fill or what to do with. As we
piece together our new normal and get back into routines, our children
need for us to make time in our schedules to sit and be present with
them to listen, maintain and rekindle relationships, engage in positive
conversation, and experience calm. Together and face-to-face, let’s
encourage our students to turn obstacles into a time to shine!
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Western Reserve District Calendar --- November 2020
PLEASE VIEW SCHOOL
WEBSITE CALENDAR
FOR A MORE UP TO DATE AND
COMPLETE SCHEDULE

5pm boys bkb scrimmage
vs. St. Mary

3:15pm LPDC Meeting
5pm hs girls bkb @
ontario scrimmage

2:30pm Manga Club

6pm Board of Education
Regular Meeting

7:30am Vision & Hearing
Screenings
5:30pm
boys
bkb
scrimmage @ clyde

9am
CCP
Student
Monthly Meeting

10am girls bkb
vs.
vermilion
scrimmage
10am hs boys
bkb @ Colonel
Crawford s

7pm Varsity only Girls
bkb @ Keystone

6pm JV/V girls
Basketball
@
Perkins

Western Reserve District Calendar --- December 2020
PLEASE VIEW SCHOOL
WEBSITE CALENDAR
FOR A MORE UP TO DATE AND
COMPLETE SCHEDULE
3:15pm LPDC Meeting

Questions? Call Principal Lisa Border
419-668-8470 ext. 2001 or email lborder@
western-reserve.org

Western Reserve Local Schools
is hiring for a Head Custodian.
Interested parties please send a resume to
the Western Reserve Board of Education
3765 US RT 20 E. Collins, OH 44826
or email your resume to
Kelly Sayler - ksayler@western-reserve.org

9am
CCP
Student
Monthly Meeting
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Western Reserve
Board of Education

The next deadline
for On the Western
Front is November
26, 2020.

Board Members and
Contact Information

Contact Kim Sheldon
for article submissions
ksheldon@westernreserve.org

3765 US Route 20
Collins, OH 44826
(419) 660-8508
www.western-reserve.org

NOTE: PLEASE CONTACT THRU
E-MAIL WHEN POSSIBLE.

Board President
Dr. Scott Ommert: 2820 St.
Johns Road, Wakeman, OH
sommert@western-reserve.org

Board Vice President
Mr. Kris Green – 5147
Fitchville
River
Road,
Wakeman, OH 44889.

Ads & advertising
information email to -westernfront@westernreserve.org

kgreen@western-reserve.org

Mrs. Peggy Weisenberger:
1624 Zenobia Road
Norwalk OH 44857

Kimberli Sheldon

Jim Todd, 3621 Butler Road,
Wakeman, OH 44889
jtood@western-reserve.org

Kimberli Sheldon &

pwiesenberger@westernresereve.org

Ken Fraelich 47 S River St,
Wakeman, OH 44889
kfraelich@western-reserve.
org

James Wiles

James Wiles

Western Reserve Local Schools
are hiring substitute bus drivers

All training is provided.
Starting pay is $14.00 an hour.
Interested parties please send a resume
to Western Reserve Board Office
3765 U.S. Rte. 20 E. Collins OH 44826.
You can also bring your resume to the
Board Office and call with any questions.
419-660-8508 x2603
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Know! To Positively Connect with Your Teen

The desire to connect with others is universal, which is why social media has exploded over the years
among people of all ages. When it comes to teens, just about everyone has at least one social media account
to be able to connect with their “friends” at any given moment. A child’s virtual and in-person connections
are important and highly influential in their lives, however, it cannot compare to the importance and influence
of the parent-child connection—for better or worse. It’s the relationship between the parent or other caregiver
and the child that serves as the backdrop of present and future interactions with others and highly impacts how
young people make decisions. The parent-child relationship must be fostered and strengthened for healthy
adolescent development.
Children whose relationships with their parents can be characterized as consistent, warm, kind, loving,
and stable, are much more likely to: initiate positive social interactions with others, respond to situations with
empathy, be cooperative with others, exhibit a higher self-esteem and make healthy life choices, including the
decision not to use alcohol and other drugs.
How to Enhance Your Parent-Child Connection
Spend Time Together: Hanging out and having fun with your child is critical in building and fostering
a close connection. Whether you get ice cream or spend an afternoon relaxing and watching movies at home,
enjoy some “hang time” with your child.
Include Friends: What better way to get to know your child’s friends than bringing them along on a
family outing or inviting them over for dinner? It’s also important to get to know their friends’ parents.
Listen: Put down your electronic devices and listen. Our kids want to be heard, and they want to feel like
what they say matters to you. Listen attentively, then ask questions to show your interest.
Talk: Your child wants and needs to hear from you on a variety of topics, including mental wellness and
substance use. Children whose parents talk early and often with them about not using alcohol and other drugs
are 50% less likely to smoke, drink or use other substances in the first place.
Set Future Goals: Research shows that when youth set their sights on future goals, be it a position on a
sports team or an academic scholarship, they make more careful choices.
R-E-S-P-E-C-T: It is important to both give respect to your child and insist on it from your child. This is
an occasion where if you give, you are much more likely to receive.
Share Expectations: Most youth want to please their parents. Children whose parents set clear expectations
are more likely to make better choices.
Eat Dinner Together: While it need not be anything fancy, studies show that sitting down together to
share a meal and conversation strengthens family connections.
Adolescence is a time of many changes and big decision-making. Be sure to talk regularly, remain engaged
in your child’s everyday life, and continuously strive to strengthen the connection. A strong and positive
relationship now will serve you and your child both today and down the road.
Sources: MADD: Power of Parents. MissouriFamilies.org: What can parents do to keep connection with
their teens.
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FFA Members Earn American FFA Degree

Western Reserve FFA members Ian Irish, Rebecca Krisha, and Preston Watson, were among a select group
of students nationwide who were recognized in a special American FFA Degree Ceremony during the 2020
“Virtual” National FFA Convention and Expo. Less than 1% of FFA members complete their American FFA
Degree, making it one of the National FFA Organization’s highest honors. This degree of active membership is
awarded by the National FFA Organization and is the highest level of active membership which can be achieved
within the FFA. This final step in the FFA Degree system encourages members to grow and achieve personally
toward establishing themselves in an agricultural career. Members may apply for their American degree only if
they have received the State FFA Degree, have graduated from high school at least twelve months prior to the
national convention, and meet the very high standards for the degree. These requirements include an excellent
record of involvement within the FFA, operation and maintenance of records to substantiate an outstanding
supervised agricultural experience program through which a member has exhibited comprehensive planning,
managerial and financial expertise, and have earned and productively invested a substantial amount of both
time and money.
The American Degree Ceremony was bittersweet for those that earned the prestigious honor. Instead of
walking across the stage in Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis, Indiana, shaking hands with the National FFA
President and National FFA Advisor, recipients watched or streamed the virtual event from their own homes.
Their official Degree Certificates and “Golden Keys” will be mailed to each recipient individually.
Attaining goals, remaining steadfast in their dedication to the FFA for 5 or more years, and being
recognized with the American FFA Degree will certainly benefit Irish, Krisha, and Watson in their future
careers. Congratulations to these individuals, who also will be recognized with a plaque, which will hang in
the Agricultural Education hallway at Western Reserve High School.

WRE celebrated Red Ribbon Week November 2nd - November 6th. The above photo is of our 5th-grade poster contest
winners. The winner is Mary Stang with Don’t Get Caught
in the Web of Drugs. Runners up are Lyla Stewart with
Don’t Do Drugs ~ Drugs are Despicable and Colson Lutz
with Your Future is Key ~ Stay Drug-Free. Winners received
gift cards from Dollar General.

(left) Covid couldn’t keep WR students from participating in the annual Costumes for Cancer drive. In addition
to their fun on Friday, October 30th, students donated the
funds raised by the drive to Cancer Services of Erie County.
Costumes for cancer winners.Left front Sam Horst (11), Renee Miller (8), Sadina Monroe (10) Left back Zaden Ruckman (7), Beth Weisenberger (9), Angelica Nack (8) Pictured
separately Trinity Myers,(7) and Harley Johnson as Willie
Nelson (12)
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Village of Wakeman Receives Grant for New Fitness Court

The Village of Wakeman has received a $30,000 grant to add an all-weather fitness court at Red Cap Park.
“We are pleased to announce the addition of a new fitness court to the Village of Wakeman,” said Christopher
J. Hipp, Village of Wakeman mayor. “As a collective force, the Village of Wakeman and the 2020 National
Fitness Campaign are working together to improve the quality of life for our community and visitors for many
years to come, by providing free outdoor fitness opportunities in a dynamic new way.”
The new fitness court is part of the 2020 National Fitness Campaign (NFC). The court in Wakeman will
be the fifth of its kind in Ohio and the first in North-Central Ohio. This court will have various types of fitness
equipment that will drive health and wellness in the Wakeman.
Open from dawn to dusk and located on Route 60 near the Eagles in Wakeman, Red Cap Park currently has
a pavilion with plans for expansion in the future.
“The fitness court will serve as an anchor for the future vision of Red Cap park,” said Jeffrey Murdoch,
Wakeman Red Cap Charities Board representative. “We are excited for the addition of the fitness court and the
development of this park to come.”
In addition to the grant and funding from the village, various local sponsors have stepped up to support the
court including Fisher-Titus, the Red Cap Committee, and community donors.
“We are happy to support health and wellness in the communities we serve,” said Dr. Brent Burkey,
President & CEO of Fisher-Titus. “We look forward to seeing this park come together and be utilized by the
residents of Wakeman!”
The fitness court is estimated to be complete and open to the public by the end of November.

Western Reserve FFA
participates in the 2020
Ohio FFA Forestry CDE
members from Western Reserve
FFA competed in the CDE. The
team placed 22ed. The top finisher
was Harley Johnson who finished
in 115th place next was Joselyn
Charville in 133rd, Lane Wetzel
in 162ed, Holden Nuhn in 195th,
Kelsey Lasch in 237th, and Colton
White in 390th.

by Katie Woodruff - FFA Reporter
On October 6th the 2020
Ohio FFA Forestry CDE was held
online. This CDE included timber
cruising, equipment ID, forest
products, map reading, timber
pricing questions, tree and forest
problems, tree ID, and an exam.
There were 52 teams and 404
individuals that competed. Six
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Congratulations to our seniors, Ashlyn Barnhart and
Aliyah Perez, who competed at the Regional Cross
Country meet in Tiffin on
October 31st. Both girls
finished the season with
impressive times; Aliyah
21:05 and Ashlyn 21:23.
Way to go, ladies!

November, 2020

November, 2020

On the Western Front

On Friday, October 30th, Spanish Level 2 students dressed up as characters from an instructional video used as part of their curriculum; the famous Señor Wooly. Mrs. Rosenau cannot
understand why her students thought she could ace the role of a crazy Spanish teacher, but,
she was happy to do it. Students brought the idea to fruition in two days! Way to go Rough
Riders!
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