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InterWar Years/World War II 
Mrs. Wiedenheft’s Modern World History 

Day 1 
This is a scheduled day off.  Please enjoy the day! 
 
Day 2 
Read the article “Aggressors Invade Nations” and answer the questions.  This is a great look at 
how powerless the League of Nations was to enforce the terms of the Treaty of Versailles as 
well as how aggression by dictators and appeasement led to WWII.  Appeasement is the 
practice of giving in to keep the peace and was adopted by Britain and France during the 
interwar years.  This ultimately back-fired, leading to the Second World War only a few short 
decades after the first.  You do not have to answer the questions scattered throughout the 
reading, but please answer the page of questions following the article. (p. 2-4) 
 
Day 3 
Review for the test.  I have provided a kahoot that you may use as a study tool to review.  You 
may also use any notes or assignments that you have to study. (p. 5-7) 
 
Day 4 
Take your test.  You will have today only to complete your test.  You MAY NOT use notes or 
assignments on this test.  I trust that you will study on your own and take your test as if we were 
in class.  Please find a place to take it where you do not have school work, particularly history, 
out and somewhere reasonably quiet so that you can concentrate.  Good luck, I know that you 
can do it! (p. 8-15) 
 
Day 5 
Begin World War II project.  I will help you with pacing so that you don’t feel overwhelmed with 
this project.  We will be spending a lot of time on it, so don’t try to complete it all in one day. 
This project will be worth a large amount of points!  I can’t stress enough that I expect quality 
work and a lot of effort put into this.  Please make sure to email me with any questions.  So 
for today please work on parts 1 and 2.  You will receive additional material next week.  (p. 
8-15) 
 
Extra 
If you start to feel stressed or overwhelmed, try these websites.  You can play for free, but you 
may have to create an account.  

● Warthunder.com - you can choose to play from hundreds of different war vehicles in 
settings from WWII through the Cold War. 

● Worldorwarships.com - this is a really cool virtual version of battleship.  This one 
definitely allows you to play multiplayer battles using legendary fleets.  I believe there are 
multiple versions of this game also. 
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I am not advocating violence, but thought this could be a lot of fun and a nice break from 
all of the school work since we are learning about WWII.  This is completely optional!  
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Inter War Years 
Aggression & Appeasement 

Directions: Please read the article and look over the timeline to answer the following questions. 
 

 
1. Why did Japan invade Manchuria? 

 
 
 

2. Explain why Britain and France did not take action against Italian aggression in 
Ethiopia? 

 
 
 

3. What is isolationism and why did so many Americans believe the United States should 
follow this policy? 

 
 
 

4. List the ways in which Hitler violated the Treaty of Versailles and the immediate results. 
 
 
 

5. How might Germany and Russia benefit from their agreement not to attack one another? 
Be specific. 

 
 
  



Mrs. Wiedenheft 
Modern World History 

 
1 - True or False 
Clemenceau wanted harsh punishment for Germany. 

20 sec 
2 - True or False 

Wilson and Lloyd were worried that harsh punishment would lead to 

another war. 

20 sec 
3 - True or False 

Germany was allowed to join the League of Nations at it's creation as a 

gesture of goodwill. 

20 sec 
4 - True or False 

France was not concerned about Germany invading again. 

20 sec 
5 - True or False 

The Great Depression was worldwide. 

20 sec 
6 - True or False 

The League of Nations was able to enforce its decisions. 

20 sec 
7 - True or False 

Germany was able to keep its colonies under the terms of the treaty. 

20 sec 
8 - True or False 

Germany did not have to accept blame for starting WWI. 

20 sec 
9 - True or False 

Germany was forced to pay $33 billion in reparations. 

20 sec 
10 - True or False 

France was very satisfied with the terms of the Treaty of Versailles. 
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20 sec 
11 - True or False 

WWI, inflation, and inability to repay war debts all contributed to the 

Great Depression. 

20 sec 
12 - True or False 

Ireland won its independence during the interwar years. 

20 sec 
13 - True or False 

Unstable politics and economy were characteristics of the Great 

Depression. 

20 sec 
14 - True or False 

Germany built the Maginot line so that France would feel safe. 

20 sec 
15 - True or False 

Giving in to keep the peace is called isolationism. 

20 sec 
16 - True or False 

The New Deal was the plan to improve the US economy. 

20 sec 
17 - True or False 

The League of Nations to reacted strongly to the aggression of Japan, 

Italy, and Germany. 

20 sec 
18 - True or False 

The French sought an alliance with the Soviets for protection. 

20 sec 
19 - True or False 

Mussolini and the Italians invaded Manchuria. 

20 sec 
20 - True or False 
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The Weimar Republic was the German government after WWI. 

20 sec 
21 - True or False 

Isolationism is the belief that political ties with other countries should be 

avoided 

20 sec 
22 - True or False 

Japan planned to solved their economic problems by invading Manchuria. 

20 sec 
23 - True or False 

Hitler and Clemenceau signed an agreement not to attack one another. 

20 sec 
24 - True or False 

Because of the depression, people started to lose faith in democracies. 

20 sec 
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WWII 
Project Information & Guidelines 

Directions:  You will be creating a project all about World War II.  You can choose to use Google 
Docs and make it look like a scrapbook or you may use Google Slides to make a presentation.  I 
am not looking for a report or written paper.  I enjoy your creativity a lot, but please make sure 
that you have all of your information first.  You will need to include the following: 

1. Alliances that were made.  Copy and paste a picture of each leader of the major 
countries involved in both the Axis Powers and the Allied Powers.  These pictures need 
to be labeled with the leader’s name and which country they are from.  Please make a 
clear division between opposing sides, for example put all of the leaders of the Axis 
Powers on one slide and all of the Allied leaders on a separate slide. 

2. Maps showing the Axis countries and controlled territory and the Allied countries.  This 
may include neutral countries but it’s not required.  Make sure to include both the 
European Theater and the Pacific Theater.  Theater is another way of discussing where 
the action is taking place.  You can find lots of maps by Google searching “WWII Pacific 
Theater Map” or “WWII European Theater Map”. 

3. Major Battles that took place during WWII.  Pictures of/from the battle would be a great 
addition to these slides!  (Hint - include pictures!)  Please write the name of the battle 
along with the significance of that particular battle.  If an operation name is given please 
include that as well, for example Operation Overlord is the Battle of Normandy aka 
D-Day.  Please use this website to determine which battles need to be included, from 
there you can look other places for pictures or significance if you aren’t able to find it 
here: https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/major-battles-of-world-war-ii-ww2.html Please 
also include the Battle of Normandy, even though it is not listed on this website.  An 
example of the significance could be that it was a major turning point.  Pearl Harbor was 
not a major battle, but as an example of significance, this made the United States join 
WWII on the side of the Allies. 

4. New Technology/Weapons used in WWII.  Pictures again would be great here 
(meaning, yes, you need to include them!).  Explain what the technology is, how it is 
used, and how it impacted the war.  This will be similar to the weapons/technology 
presentation you put together for WWI.  Example: Chlorine gas was a poisonous gas 
that was unleashed from barrels when the wind was blowing in the direction of enemy 
lines and drifted over to the enemies.  The use of chlorine gas led to the discovery of 
other poisonous gasses.  This is a great website that you can use: 
https://www.ducksters.com/history/world_war_ii/technology_of_ww2.php Keep in mind 
that not all of the technology being discovered during this time period was weapons. 

5. Women’s Role in the War.  Women made a large contribution to the war effort.  List 
their contributions with a brief explanation of how this was helpful to the war effort and 
how it made a lasting impact (a long-term change) on society. 

6. Holocaust - When we typically think of WWII, we think of the Holocaust, and that’s 
because it was such a large part of the war and a devastation that the majority of the 

https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/major-battles-of-world-war-ii-ww2.html
https://www.ducksters.com/history/world_war_ii/technology_of_ww2.php
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world didn’t think could possilby happen.  I know that this is a very brief summary but 
describe the Holocaust using the following main points: 

○ Who was involved - spoiler, it wasn’t just the Jewish people 
○ What happened - you can explain in general terms without going into extreme 

detail.  For example, the people in the concentration camps were killed using gas 
chambers, incinerators, etc.  I don’t need the details on how the method actually 
killed them. 

○ Where did this take place - name some of the concentration camps and tell me 
which country they were located in. 

○ How - how did the general public go along with this idea and believe it was ok 
and how was this carried out.  Again, you can be broad in your terms like the 
example above. 

○ Why - why did Hitler decide this was necessary 
7. Wartime Propaganda.  Propaganda is usually biased information that is used to 

promote a particular point of view or cause.  Find propaganda that was used to promote 
the wartime effort and label it, telling how that poster helped to promote unity and/or the 
war effort.  For example, a picture/poster of Rosie the Riveter was created by the United 
States to promote women working in industry to help produce needed supplies for the 
war.  

8. Political Cartoons regarding an issue from the time period.  Along with the political 
cartoon, please be sure to add a brief (1-2 sentences at most) explaining what the 
particular issue is that is being portrayed by the cartoon.  For example, when we talked 
about imperialism.  A brief description could be: this is about imperialism, showing how 
the European countries were all fighting over Africa.  

9. Optional Extra Credit - maximum of 2 extra credit choices.  Add something that you 
thought was really interesting about the time period but was not a required topic for your 
project.  Give a brief description/summary of the topic along with the significance and at 
least 1 picture per topic.  Some examples include, but are not limited to:  

○ The London Blitz 
○ The Bombing of Pearl Harbor 
○ Resistance Fighters 
○ Hitler Youth 
○ All-American Girls Baseball League 
○ The Night Witches 

 
Do not add the Atomic Bomb.  We will complete a separate activity about that.  If 
you have a topic you would like to use but aren’t sure if it’s acceptable, email me! 
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Category Required Meets 
Requirement 

Points Earned/ 
Points Possible 

Alliances Include the 
following: Axis - 3 
Leaders 
Allies - 4 Leaders 
(2 for US) 

  
 

/21 

Maps Include both the 
European Theater 
and Pacific 
Theater 

  
/4 

Major Battles  Complete all 11 
Battles 

 /33 

New Technology/ 
Weapons 

Choose a 
minimum of 3 

 /12 

Women’s Roles Complete both 
Armed Forces and 
Industry Workers 

  
/6 

Holocaust  Included 
information as 
outlined above 

  
/15 

Wartime 
Propaganda 

Choose 3 and 
explain 

 /12 

Political Cartoons Choose 2 and 
explain 

 /8 

Extra Credit 
Option #1 

Explanation with 
Picture 

Earn up to 10 
points 

/0 

Extra Credit 
Option #2 

Explanation with 
Picture 

Earn up to 10 
points 

/0 

Total   /111 
 

Comments: 
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History for Kids website - Source 
Winston Churchill. Before the war, Winston Churchill spoke against Germany and its actions. 
He disagreed with Chamberlain’s plan of letting Germany take over so many smaller countries. 
When the British people saw that he was right, they elected Churchill Prime Minister of Great 
Britain. By this time, German advances already threatened Britain. Only two days after Churchill 
took office, German forces invaded France. 
Within months, Germany bombed London every night. But Churchill had already worked hard to 
form a friendship with the United States President, Franklin D. Roosevelt. The United States 
sent supplies and ammunition to Britain long before it sent troops. Churchill brought together 
different groups of British government. They all worked together to defend their country. 
Churchill worked with Josef Stalin and Franklin Roosevelt. Together the three leaders worked to 
defeat the Axis powers. 
 
Josef Stalin. Before the war, Josef Stalin was a close friend of Adolf Hitler. Like Neville 
Chamberlain, Stalin believed that Hitler wanted peace for Germany and the rest of the world. As 
a leader, he felt that Hitler, like himself, was simply trying to create a new form of government. 
When he signed the Pact of Nonaggression, Stalin felt that he had created an ally out of the 
new German leader. 
However, that friendship didn’t last long. In 1941, Hitler turned his armies toward the Soviets. 
While Stalin didn’t quite trust the west, He met with Franklin Roosevelt and Winston Churchill to 
craft a plan to defeat Germany. 
 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt. The 32nd president of the United States won a record four 
re-elections serving from 1933 until his death in 1945. In the early days of the war, Roosevelt 
spoke openly to the American people. He promised that their sons would not have to fight in a 
foreign war. However, this put him in a tough position with the rest of the world. 
So he made guns and other supplies available to Britain. He gave them everything they needed 
to fight a war except soldiers. When the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor, everything changed. 
Overnight, the United States fought a war in both Europe and the South Pacific. Roosevelt died 
April 12, 1945, just before the end of the war. 
 
Harry S. Truman. Truman was the Vice President under Franklin D. Roosevelt. After the death 
of the president, Truman became president of the United States. He made the final decision to 
bomb Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Truman also oversaw the post-war relationships with Germany, 
Italy and Japan. 
 
National WWII Museum, New Orleans - Source 

Who Were the Allies: 
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The main Allied powers were Great Britain, The United States, China, and the Soviet Union. 
The leaders of the Allies were Franklin Roosevelt (the United States), Winston Churchill (Great 
Britain), and Joseph Stalin (the Soviet Union). 

The common purpose of the Allies was to defeat the Axis powers and create a peaceful 
post-war world. Its creation was a response to the aggression and unprovoked war the Axis had 
unleashed upon the world. Each country had different ideas about what this post war world 
would look like. Churchill and Britain wanted to create a post-war Europe that would prevent 
Germany from rising again. Roosevelt and the United States wanted a permanent end to the 
fascist regimes of Germany, Italy and Japan and to foster democracy throughout the world. 
Stalin and the Soviet Union wanted to both crush Germany and gain influence over Europe. 
The United States, Great Britain and the Soviet Union coordinated their foreign and military 
policies and created institutions in common to support these policies and win the war. 

Who Were the Axis Powers: 

The main Axis powers were Germany, Japan and Italy. The Axis leaders were Adolf Hitler 
(Germany), Benito Mussolini (Italy), and Emperor Hirohito (Japan). 

The Axis alliance began with Germany partnering with Japan and Italy and was cemented in 
September 1940 with the Tripartite Pact, also known as the Three-Power Pact, which had the 
“prime purpose to establish and maintain a new order of things… to promote the mutual 
prosperity and welfare of the peoples concerned.”  They supported each other’s goal for 
territorial expansion, wanted the destruction of the Soviet Union and acknowledged each 
other’s supremacy in their respective geographic areas. 
Leaders of the Axis Powers 
 
Ducksters - Source 
The three main member countries of the Axis Powers were ruled by dictators. They were: 

● Germany: Adolf Hitler - Hitler became Chancellor of Germany in 1933 and Fuhrer in 
1934. He was a ruthless dictator who hated Jewish people. He wanted to purge 
Germany of all weak people. He also wanted to take control of all of Europe. 

● Italy: Benito Mussolini - Mussolini was supreme dictator of Italy. He founded the 
concept of a fascist government where there is one leader and one party that has total 
power. He was an inspiration to Adolf Hitler. 

● Japan: Emperor Hirohito - Hirohito reigned as Emperor of Japan from 1926 until 1989. 
He remained Emperor after the war. The first time his subjects heard his voice was when 
he announced Japan's surrender on the radio. 
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  Churchill FDR 

        

Stalin Truman 
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Hitler      Mussolini 

 Hirohito 
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