
Interwar Years - The Rise of Dictators 
Mrs. Wiedenheft’s Modern World History 

 
Day 1-2 
Use the slides to answer the questions about the Crisis in the Weimar Republic.  These slides 
are a mixture of postcards, political cartoons, and photographs.  This is a look at Germany 
during the worldwide depression.  Remember that Germany is responsible for paying 
reparations from WWI and is economically depressed as well.  The last 2 slides are speeches 
made by candidates.  Choose which candidate you would choose to make the nation better and 
explain in a paragraph (4-5 sentences) why you would vote for that candidate.  After each class 
has voted, I will reveal the results as well as the names of the candidates. (p. 2-10) 
 
Day 3-4 
Create a presentation using Google Slides about the Rise of Dictators around Europe during the 
interwar years.  Please see your instructions for specific guidelines and grading.  If you are 
receiving paper assignments, you may complete this on construction paper or unlined paper. 
Please be creative, but make sure that you include all of the necessary information to receive 
the maximum amount of points.  You may Google search for information, but make sure that 
you are putting everything into your own words and not copying and pasting. (p. 11-24) 
 
Day 5 
Read the article “Aggressors Invade Nations” and answer the questions.  This is a great look at 
how powerless the League of Nations was to enforce the terms of the Treaty of Versailles as 
well as how aggression by dictators and appeasement led to WWII.  Appeasement is the 
practice of giving in to keep the peace and was adopted by Britain and France during the 
interwar years.  This ultimately back-fired, leading to the Second World War only a few short 
decades after the first.  You do not have to answer the questions scattered throughout the 
reading, but please answer the page of questions following the article. (p. 25-27)  



Name:  Modern World History 

  

Crisis in the Weimar Republic 

  

We are going to use primary source documents to examine the problems in Weimar Germany and look for 
some possible solutions.  Fill out this worksheet as you look at the documents to guide your thoughts.  

  

Documents   

#1 - #4: political cartoons 
and postcards 

  

  

  

a)    How did the Treaty of Versailles impact Germany? 

  

  

  

b)     How did many Germans feel about the Treaty? 

  

  

  



#5: Graph a)    During which year was unemployment at its worst? 

  

  

b)   Look at 1924 and 1932.  About how much did 
unemployment increase between 1924 and 1932?  

  

  

#6 & #7: Photographs a)    What effects did massive unemployment have on Germans’ 
lives? 

  

  

  



#8: Photographs a)    How much did bread cost in 1923?  Why did the price 
increase so much? 

  

  

   b)   Why were those children playing with money and why is that 
woman burning money? 

  

  

c)    How will this situation create problems for people living in 
Germany? 

  

  

  

What’s best for Germany?  Read the two quotes from speeches by German political candidates in 
the 1930s and read the list of promises they made.  Choose which one you think will be the best to 
solve Germany’s problems, candidate #1 or candidate #2, and explain why in a paragraph.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 
 
 
  



Inter War Years - The Rise of Dictators 
Dictator Presentation 

Directions:  Using Google Slides, create a presentation about the rise of dictators across Europe 
during the 1920s and 1930s.  This will give you background information on the start of WWII, 
which we will be starting shortly.  You will be focusing on Benito Mussolini, Joseph Stalin, and 
Adolf Hitler for these slides.  Separate each leader and his information into his own group 
of slides so the information is clear. 
 
 
Your presentation must include the following: 

1. A title slide with the topic of your presentation and your name (1 pt) 
2. The name of the dictator (1 pt) 
3. The name of the country of that leader (1 pt) 
4. The type of government instituted by that leader (1 pt) 
5. The leader’s response to the Great Depression (2 pt) 
6. How did that leader maintain their power (2 pt) 
7. His role in WWII (2 pt) 

 
Keep in mind that you are completing these guidelines for each leader, making this assignment 
worth 30 points.  You may include as much information as you like per slide as long as it is all 
there.  If your presentation is extremely well done and creative, I may consider giving some 
bonus points as well.  
 
If you are completing this assignment on paper, please include all of the information on 1 
standard sized piece of paper, such as computer paper or construction paper, for each dictator, 
giving you a total of 3 pages.  Please take a picture and email it to me! 
 
MAKE SURE EVERYTHING IS IN YOUR OWN WORDS.  DO NOT COPY AND PASTE FROM 
THE INTERNET OR YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE CREDIT FOR THIS ASSIGNMENT. 
 
Example:  On the following page, I gave you an example of what I am looking for using Franklin 
D. Roosevelt.  



Franklin D. Roosevelt 
President, United States of America 

Democracy 

    
The Great Depression hit the United States in October 1929, causing financial panic when the 
stock market crashed.  Then President Herbert Hoover did not take an active enough approach 
to counteract the depression.  Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR) was elected into office with the 
promise of a New Deal for the American people.  This program created a massive amount of 
social and economic programs in an effort to end the Depression.  Because FDR was able to 
give Americans stability during extremely unstable times (the Great Depression and WWII) and 
was a strong leader, he was able to continually win elections and maintain leadership. 
 
During WWII, the United States was part of the Allied Powers and played a key role in planning 
strategy with Britain’s Winston Churchill.  As leader of the United States, FDR made important 
decisions including turning point operations such as Operation Overlord - D-Day assault - and 
keeping the American people informed through the use of a new technological advancement - 
the radio. 
 

                 
 
 
The images are FDR giving a “fireside chat” on the radio and the Invasion of Normandy. 



Benito Mussolini 

Mussolini was the founder of Fascism and leader of Italy from 1922 to 1943. He allied Italy 

with Nazi Germany and Japan in World War Two. 

Benito Amilcare Andrea Mussolini was born on 29 July 1883 in Predappio in northern central 

Italy. His father was a blacksmith. Employment prospects in the area were poor so in 1902 

Mussolini moved to Switzerland, where he became involved in socialist politics. He returned 

to Italy in 1904, and worked as a journalist in the socialist press, but his support for Italy's 

entry into World War One led to his break with socialism. He was drafted into the Italian 

army in September 1915. 

In March 1919, Mussolini formed the Fascist Party, galvanising the support of many 

unemployed war veterans. He organised them into armed squads known as Black Shirts, 

who terrorised their political opponents. In 1921, the Fascist Party was invited to join the 

coalition government. 

By October 1922, Italy seemed to be slipping into political chaos. The Black Shirts marched 

on Rome and Mussolini presented himself as the only man capable of restoring order. King 

Victor Emmanuel invited Mussolini to form a government. Mussolini gradually dismantled the 

institutions of democratic government and in 1925 made himself dictator, taking the title 'Il 

Duce'. He set about attempting to re-establish Italy as a great European power. The regime 

was held together by strong state control and Mussolini's cult of personality. 

In 1935, Mussolini invaded Abyssinia (now Ethiopia) and incorporated it into his new Italian 

Empire. He provided military support to Franco in the Spanish Civil War. Increasing 

co-operation with Nazi Germany culminated in the 1939 Pact of Steel. Influenced by Hitler, 

Mussolini began to introduce anti-Jewish legislation in Italy. His declaration of war on Britain 

and France in June 1940 exposed Italian military weakness and was followed by a series of 

defeats in North and East Africa and the Balkans. 

In July 1943, Allied troops landed in Sicily. Mussolini was overthrown and imprisoned by his 

former colleagues in the Fascist government. In September, Italy signed an armistice with 

the Allies. The German army began the occupation of Italy and Mussolini was rescued by 

German commandos. He was installed as the leader of a new government, but had little 

power. As the Allies advanced northwards through Italy, Mussolini fled towards Switzerland. 

He was captured by Italian partisans and shot on 28 April 1945. 

 

Joseph Stalin 



Stalin’s name meant "man of steel" and he lived up to it. He oversaw the war machine that 
helped defeat Nazism and was the supreme ruler of the Soviet Union for a quarter of a 
century. 

His regime of terror caused the death and suffering of tens of millions. But this powerful man 
began life as the son of an alcoholic cobbler and a doting mother who sent him to study to be a 
priest. 

1879 Born into poverty 

He is born on 18 December 1879 in Gori, Georgia in the Russian empire. He is first named Iosif 
(Joseph) Vissarionovich Dzhugashvili. 

Joseph grows up in poverty. His mother is a washerwoman and his father is a cobbler. He catches 
small pox aged seven and is left with a pockmarked face and a slightly deformed left arm. He is 
bullied by the other children and feels a continual need to prove himself. His father is an alcoholic 
who deals out regular beatings. As young Joseph grows up, Georgia’s romantic folklore and 
anti-Russian traditions capture his imagination. 

Young Stalin 

1899 Rebels against the priesthood 

Joseph’s religious mother wants him to be a priest and in 1895 sends him to study in Tiflis, the 
Georgian capital. 

However Joseph rebels and instead of studying scripture he reads the secret writings of Karl Marx 
and joins a local socialist group. He devotes much of his time to the revolutionary movement 
against the Russian monarchy and loses interest in his studies. Going against his mother’s wishes, 
Joseph becomes an atheist and frequently argues with the priests. In 1899 he is finally thrown out 
of the seminary after failing to turn up to his exams. 

1901 The revolutionary bandit 

While working as a clerk at the Meteorological Observatory, Joseph carries on with his 
revolutionary activities, organising strikes and protests. 



His activities become known to the Tsarist secret police and he is forced to go underground. He 
joins the Bolshevik party and conducts guerrilla warfare for the first time in the 1905 Russian 
Revolution. His first meeting with Lenin, the Bolshevik leader, is at a party conference in Finland. 
Lenin is impressed by this 'ruthless underground operator'. In 1907 Joseph steals 250,000 rubles 
(approximately $3.4m in US dollars) in a bank robbery in Tiflis to help fund the cause. 

1907 Man of steel 

Joseph marries his first wife Ketevan Svanidze in 1906. She comes from a poor family of minor 
nobility. 

Ketevan gives birth to their son Yakov Dzhugashvili the following year. After the Tiflis bank robbery 
Joseph and his family escape Tsarist forces by travelling to Baku in Azerbaijan. When Ketevan 
dies of typhus in 1907, Joseph is wracked with grief. He leaves his son to be cared for by his wife’s 
parents and throws himself into his revolutionary work. He adopts the name 'Stalin' which means 
'steel' in Russian. He is arrested on a number of occasions and exiled to Siberia in 1910. 

1917 Takes part in the Russian Revolution 

Lenin organises the Russian Revolution and promises “peace, land, and bread”. Stalin plays a 
crucial role by running Pravda, the Bolshevik newspaper. 

He is hailed as a hero when he helps Lenin to escape from the Tsar’s army into Finland and is 
appointed to the inner circle of the Bolshevik party. When the Tsar is toppled the country descends 
into civil war. Stalin, like other the hardliners within the party, orders the public execution of 
deserters and renegades. When Lenin takes power he appoints Stalin to be General Secretary of 
the Communist Party. Stalin gains new skills working as a mediator for officials throughout the 
party. 

1929 Stalin promotes himself to dictator 

After Lenin's death in 1924, Stalin begins ruthlessly promoting himself as his political heir. 

Many in the party expect Red Army leader Leon Trotsky to be Lenin’s natural successor, but his 
ideas are too idealistic for the majority of the Communist Party. Stalin, however, develops his own 
nationalistic brand of Marxism – "Socialism in One Country" – concentrating on strengthening the 
Soviet Union rather than world revolution. When Trotsky criticises his plans, Stalin has him exiled. 



Stalin’s ideas are popular with the party and by the late 1920s he becomes dictator of the Soviet 
Union. 

1928-1938 Rapid industrialisation 

In the late 1920s Stalin instigates a series of five year plans to turn the Soviet Union into a modern 
industrialised country. 

He is afraid that if the Soviet Union does not modernise then Communism will fail and the country 
will be destroyed by its capitalist neighbours. He achieves huge increases in coal, oil, and steel 
productivity and the country sees massive economic growth. His plans are ruthlessly enforced – 
factories are given strict targets which many workers find impossible to fulfil. Those who fail are 
scapegoated by many as wreckers and saboteurs and imprisoned or executed as enemies of the 
state. 

1928-1940 Collectivisation causes massive famines 

When Stalin takes power, Soviet agriculture is still dominated by small landowners and blighted by 
famines and inefficiency. 

Stalin modernises agriculture by instigating collectivisation – the grouping together of farms to be 
owned by the state. It is opposed by millions of ordinary farmers who resort to killing livestock and 
secretly hoarding grain. Around five million die in a series of famines. Nevertheless, Stalin believes 
the end justifies the means and millions of small holders are killed or imprisoned. By the late 1930s 
farming is fully collectivised and productivity increases. 

1934-39 Stalin’s Great Terror 

Stalin promotes an image of himself as a great benevolent leader and hero of the Soviet Union. 

Yet he is increasingly paranoid and purges the Communist party and Army of anyone who might 
oppose him. Ninety three of the 139 Central Committee members are killed and 81 of the 103 
generals and admirals are executed. The secret police strictly enforce Stalinism and people are 
encouraged to inform on one another. Three million people are accused of opposing Communism 
and sent to the gulag, a system of labour camps in Siberia. Around 750,000 people are summarily 
killed. 



1932-1943 Stalin loses his wife and son 

In 1919 Stalin marries his second wife Nadezhda Alliluyeva and they have two children – Svetlana 
and Vassily. 

He abuses Nadezhda and she eventually kills herself in 1932. He makes sure her death is officially 
reported as being caused by appendicitis. Yakov, his son from his first wife, is a soldier in the Red 
Army and is captured early on in WW2. When the Germans propose to free him in a prisoner 
swap, Stalin refuses as he believes his son surrendered voluntarily, Yakov dies in a Nazi 
concentration camp in 1943. 

1939 Bargains with the Nazis 

Stalin signs a nonaggression pact with Adolf Hitler and they agree to carve up Eastern Europe 
between them. 

When Hitler’s armies easily defeat France and Britain retreats, Stalin ignores warnings from his 
generals and is completely unprepared for the Nazi Blitzkrieg attack of June 1941, which tears 
through Poland and into the Soviet Union. The Soviet Army suffer huge losses. Stalin is 
incandescent with rage at Hitler's betrayal and retreats to his office unable to make any decisions. 
Soviet Russia is paralysed for several days as the Nazi war machine rolls on towards Moscow. 

1943 Defeats Hitler 

With the future of the Soviet Union hanging in the balance, Stalin is prepared to sacrifice millions 
to achieve victory over the Nazis. 

German forces sweep across the country and by December 1941 have almost reached Moscow. 
Stalin refuses to leave the city, deciding victory must be won at any cost. The Battle of Stalingrad 
is the turning point of the war. Hitler attacks the city bearing Stalin’s name to humiliate him, but 
Stalin tells his army "Not a step backwards". They suffer over a million casualties but manage to 
defeat the Nazis in 1943. The Soviet Army begins the long push back into Germany and all the 
way to Berlin. 

1946 Iron Curtain falls over Europe 



Stalin plays a decisive role in Germany’s defeat and great swathes of Eastern Europe are 
occupied by Soviet forces including East Berlin. 

Stalin is adamant these countries will be satellite states of the Soviet Union. His former allies 
America and Britain now become his rivals and Churchill states that an “iron curtain” is falling over 
Europe. In a struggle for control of the capital, Stalin blocks entry to allied-occupied West Berlin. 
The US responds with an 11-month long airlift of supplies to people trapped in that part of the city. 
On 29 August 1949 the Soviet Union tests its first atomic bomb. The Cold War begins in earnest. 

1953 Death of Stalin and the end of an era 

In Stalin’s last years he becomes increasingly suspicious, and continues to conduct purges against 
his enemies within the Party. 

After a night of heavy drinking Stalin dies of a stroke on 5 March 1953. Many in the Soviet Union 
mourn the loss of this great leader who transformed the Soviet Union from a feudal economy to an 
industrial power and played a crucial role in defeating Hitler. But the millions incarcerated cheer at 
the demise of one of the most murderous dictators in history. Stalin’s successor Khrushchev 
denounces the dead dictator and begins a wave of "destalinization." 

 

Adolf Hitler 

ADOLF HITLER BIOGRAPHY 

Adolf Hitler was a military leader, politician, and German writer. Hitler was born in Austria on 

April 20, 1889. Adolf Hitler rose to power in German politics as a leader of the German National 

Socialist Workers Party, also known as the Nazi Party. Hitler was Chancellor of Germany from 

1933 to 1945. His policies will trigger World War II and led to the genocide known as the 

Holocaust, resulting in the death of approximately 6 million Jews and another 5 million 

combatants. 

On April 30, 1945, Hitler seeing himslef defeated committed suicide with his wife Eva Braun, in 

his bunker in Berlin. 



 THE BEGINNING 

The military dictator Adolf Hitler was born in Braunau am Inn, Austria on April 20, 1889, and was 

the fourth of the six children of Alois Hitler and Klara Polzl. Alois Hitler was a very strict father 

and did not agree with the interest of his son Adolf in the fine arts. 

Alois died in 1903 and two years later, Adolf’s mother allowed him to leave school. After Hitler’s 

mom died, in December 1907, he decided to move to Vienna and worked as a casual laborer 

and watercolorist. Hitler applied to the Academy of Fine Arts and was rejected twice. The lack of 

money made him live in shelters. Also, he showed an early interest in German nationalism and 

the rejection of the authority of Austria-Hungary. This nationalism would become the motivating 

force of Hitler’s life. 

In 1913, Hitler moved to Munich and with the outbreak of World War I, he enlisted to serve in 

the German army. He was accepted in August 1914, although he was still an Austrian citizen. 

Hitler spent much of his time outside the front line that was present in a series of important 

battles and was wounded in the Somme battle. He was decorated for his bravery and receives 

the Wounded Medal (in German Verwundetenabzeichen) which was a German military 

decoration for soldiers affected by injuries of various magnitudes or by freezing effects while 

battling. 

The experience reinforced his passionate German patriotism and he was surprised by the 

surrender of Germany in 1918 and he believed, like other German nationalists, that the German 

army had been betrayed by civilian and Marxist leaders. 

 POLITICS AND INCARCERATION 

After the First World War, Hitler returned to Munich and continued working for the army as an 

intelligence officer. During the supervision of the activities of the German Workers’ Party (DAP), 

Hitler adopted many of the anti-Semitic, nationalist and anti-Marxist ideas of the party’s founder, 

Anton Drexler. Hitler joined the DAP in September 1919. 



The DAP changed its name to the Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei (NSDAP) often 

abbreviated as Nazi. Hitler personally designed the party’s flag, appropriating the symbol of the 

swastika and placing it in a white circle on a red background. He soon became famous for his 

speeches against the Treaty of Versailles, rival politicians, Marxists, and Jews. In 1921, Hitler 

replaced Drexler as president of the NSDAP. 

On November 8, 1923, Hitler and the SA, the Nazi paramilitary organization Sturmabteilung, 

broke into a public meeting of the Prime Minister of Bavaria, Gustav Ritter von Kahr. Hitler 

announced that the national revolution had begun and declared the formation of a new 

government. After a brief fight that resulted in several deaths, the coup d’etat, known as the 

“Putsch” had failed. 

Hitler was arrested and judged for high treason. He was nine months in prison, during which 

time most of the first volume of Mein Kampf (“My Struggle”) was dictated to his second, Rudolf 

Hess. A work of propaganda and lies, the book presented Hitler’s plans for the transformation of 

German society into one based on a race. 

 RISING TO POWER 

With millions of unemployed, the Great Depression in Germany provided a political opportunity 

for Hitler. In 1932, Hindenburg was re-elected in the presidential elections, easily defeating 

Adolf Hitler, his main contender. Hitler came in second in the two rounds of the election, getting 

more than 36 percent of the votes in the final count. The results established Hitler as a major 

force in German politics. Hindenburg appoints Hitler as chancellor in order to promote political 

balance. 

Hitler used his position as chancellor to form a legal dictatorship. The Decree of the Reichstag 

fire, whose official name was the Decree of the President of the Reich for the Protection of the 

People and the State (in German: Verordnung des Reichspräsidenten zum Schutz von Volk und 

Staat) announced after a suspicious fire on 27 February 1933 in Parliament, which suspended 

basic rights and allowed detention without trial. Hitler also designed and approved the Law of 



Habilitation, which gave his cabinet full legislative powers for a period of four years and allowed 

deviations from the constitution. 

Having full control in the legislative and executive branches of government, Hitler and his 

political allies embarked on a systematic suppression of the remaining political opposition. By 

the end of June, the other parties had been intimidated in the dissolution. On July 14, 1933, 

Hitler’s Nazi Party was declared the only legal political party in Germany. In October, Hitler 

ordered the withdrawal of Germany from the League of Nations. The day before Hindenburg’s 

death in August 1934, the cabinet had promulgated a law abolishing the president’s office, 

combining his powers with those of the chancellor. Therefore, Hitler became head of state, as 

well as head of government and was formally appointed leader and chancellor. As head of 

state, Hitler became supreme commander of the armed forces. 

 ANTI-SEMITISM 

From 1933 until the start of the war in 1939, Hitler and his Nazi regime instituted hundreds of 

laws and regulations to restrict and exclude Jews in society. Anti-Semitic laws were issued 

through all levels of government, enforcing the promise of the Nazis to persecute Jews if the 

party came to power. On April 1, 1933, Hitler implemented a national boycott to Jewish 

businesses, followed by the introduction of the “Law for the Restoration of Professional Public 

Function” of April 7, 1933, which was one of the first laws to persecute the Jews through 

exclusion from the state service. 

The “Law for the Restoration of Professional Public Function” was a Nazi application of the 

Aryan paragraph, a clause that established the exclusion of Jews and non-Aryans from 

organizations, employment and all aspects of public life. 

 THE SECOND WORLD WAR AND HOLOCAUST 

In 1938, Hitler, alongside with several other European leaders, signed the Munich Agreement. 

The treaty ceded the Sudeten districts (Sudetenland in German) to Germany, reversing part of 

the Treaty of Versailles. As a result of the summit, Hitler was appointed by Time magazine, Man 



of the Year in 1938. This diplomatic victory had only sharpened his appetite for a renewed 

German dominance. 

The Nazis continued to segregate Jews from German society, banning them from public 

schools, universities, theaters, sporting events and “Aryan” zones. Jewish doctors were also 

forbidden to treat “Aryan” patients. 

Jews were forced to carry identity cards and, in the autumn of 1938, the Jews had to have their 

passports stamped with a “J”. 

On November 9th and 10th, 1938, a wave of violent anti-Jewish pogroms swept Germany, 

Austria, and parts of the Sudetenland. Nazis destroyed synagogues, acts of vandalism to 

Jewish houses, schools, businesses and about 100 Jews were killed these days. Called 

Kristallnacht, the “Crystal Night” or the “Night of broken glass” making reference to the broken 

glass as a result of the destruction, the pogroms intensified the persecution of the Jews to 

another level of brutality and violence and nearly 30,000 Jewish men were arrested and sent to 

concentration camps. 

On September 1, 1939, Germany invaded Poland. In response, Britain and France declared war 

on Germany two days later. Between 1939 and 1945, Nazis and their collaborators were 

responsible for the deaths of at least 1 million combatants, including nearly six million Jews, 

who represented two-thirds of the Jewish population in Europe. As part of Hitler’s “final 

solution,” the genocide promulgated by the regime would come to be known as the Holocaust. 

Mass killings and executions took place in the concentration and extermination camps such as 

Auschwitz-Birkenau, Bergen-Belsen, Dachau, and Treblinka, among many others. Other 

persecuted groups including Poles, Communists, homosexuals, Jehovah’s Witnesses and trade 

unionists. The prisoners were used as forced laborers for construction projects of the SS, and in 

some cases, they were forced to build and expand the concentration camps. 

The prisoners were exposed to hunger, torture and horrible brutalities including having to 

endure horrible and painful medical experiments. Hitler probably never visited the concentration 

camps and did not speak publicly about the mass murders, but the Germans documented the 



atrocities committed in the camps on paper and in films. Hitler intensified his military activities in 

1940 when invading Norway, Denmark, France, Luxembourg, Netherland, and Belgium. 

In July, Hitler would order bombings in the United Kingdom, with the aim of invasion. Germany’s 

formal alliance with Japan and Italy, collectively known as the Axis powers, was agreed at the 

end of September to dissuade the United States from appearing and protect the British. On 

June 22, 1941, Hitler violated the 1939 pact of non-aggression with Joseph Stalin, sending a 

massive army of German troops to the Soviet Union (Operation Redbeard). The invading force 

seized a huge area of Russia before Hitler temporarily halted the invasion and diverted forces to 

encircle Leningrad and Kiev. The pause allowed the Red Army to regroup and carry out a 

counter-offensive attack, and the German advance was stopped outside of Moscow in 

December 1941. 

On December 7, Japan attacked Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. In honor of the alliance with Japan, 

Hitler was at war with the allied powers, a coalition that included Britain, the world’s largest 

empire, led by Prime Minister Winston Churchill, the United States, the world’s largest economic 

power, led by President Franklin D. Roosevelt; and the Soviet Union which had the largest army 

in the world, commanded by Stalin. 

Militarily Hitler became increasingly erratic, and the Axis powers could not sustain their 

aggressive and expansive war. At the end of 1942, German forces failed in the Operation Felix 

in the Suez Canal, leading to the loss of German control over North Africa. The German army 

also suffered defeats at the Battle of Stalingrad (1942-1943) considered a turning point in the 

war and the Battle of Kursk (1943). 

On June 6th, 1944, on what would come to be known as D-Day, the Western-allied armies 

landed in northern France. As a result of these major setbacks, many German officers came to 

the conclusion that defeat was inevitable and if Hitler continued it would result in the destruction 

of the country. Organized efforts to assassinate the dictator were gained strength, and the 

opponents approached with an attack on July 20, 1944. However, it was a failed attempt to 

assassinate Adolf Hitler, carried out by a group of Wehrmacht officers organized by the Colonel 

https://history-biography.com/iosif-stalin/
https://history-biography.com/iosif-stalin/


Count. Claus von Stauffenberg as part of a coup d’etat based on the so-called Operation 

Valkyrie. 

 DEATH 

Early in 1945, Hitler realized that Germany was going to lose the war. The Soviets had led the 

German army back to Western Europe and the allies were advancing towards Germany from 

the west. At midnight, on April 29, 1945, Hitler married his girlfriend, Eva Braun, at a small civil 

ceremony in his Berlin bunker. Hitler was informed of the execution of the Italian dictator Benito 

Mussolini and fearing to fall into the hands of enemy troops, Hitler and Braun committed suicide 

the day after their wedding, on April 30, 1945. Their bodies were taken to a bombed area 

outside the Reich Chancellery, where they were burned. 

Berlin fell on May 2, 1945. Five days later, on May 7, 1945, Germany surrendered 

unconditionally to the allies. The defeat of Hitler marked the end of Germany’s domination in 

European history and the defeat of fascism. A new global ideological conflict, the Cold War, 

arose as a result of the devastating violence of World War II. 

  

 

  



 



 



Inter War Years 
Aggression & Appeasement 

Directions: Please read the article and look over the timeline to answer the following questions. 
 

 
1. Why did Japan invade Manchuria? 

 
 
 

2. Explain why Britain and France did not take action against Italian aggression in 
Ethiopia? 

 
 
 

3. What is isolationism and why did so many Americans believe the United States should 
follow this policy? 

 
 
 

4. List the ways in which Hitler violated the Treaty of Versailles and the immediate results. 
 
 
 

5. How might Germany and Russia benefit from their agreement not to attack one another? 
Be specific. 

 


