
Music/Visual Arts-  
We are going to explore how Music and Art both make us think and feel a range of emotions.  In 

this project we are going draw parallels between the feelings that Art and Music make us feel. 
 
Step 1- I will give you 5 names of pieces of visual art that you will look up.  For each of those pieces of 
Art you will identify the Name and artist of a song that you think “sounds” like that Art.  

For example if I gave you the Mona Lisa  
You might say-  “Bittersweet Symphony” by Verve or maybe you would say “Dude Looks Like a Lady” by 
Aerosmith .  In either case you would have to give me at least 3 good reasons why you feel like those fit. 
For example- 1) The Mona Lisa sound like the Bittersweet symphony because it starts with stringed 
instruments and so is sounds like it could be from the time in which the Mona Lisa was made.  2) The 
words of Bittersweet symphony talk about how life is both good and bad.  In the painting Mona Lisa is 
smiling, but it’s not a full smile and looks a little bittersweet.  etc. 

Your reasons could include things you see in the art, hear in the music or a combination.  I will 
not accept “Because I like them”  “Because they are both good/bad” as answers.  
 
Art pieces-  

1) The Artist's Garden at Giverny  by Claude Monet 
2) Blue Segment 1921- Wassily Kandinsky 
3) Pieta- Michaelangelo 
4) Great Wave off Kanagawa- Katsushika Hokusai 
5) The Persistence of Memory- Salvador Dali 

 
 
 
Step 2- Then I will give you the name and artist for 5 different songs.  You should look these up and 
listen to them online.  Then, you will come up with 5 pieces of visual art that you think match the songs. 
You will also write up for me 3 reasons why that Art fits with that music. You must attach pictures of the 
art with your rationale.  For example- If I gave you the song Flight of the Bumblebee by Rimsky Korsikoff 
might choose Convergence by Jackson Pollock.  



 
(Example- One reason Convergence reminds me of Flight of the Bumblebee is that the notes are very 
fast and seem almost random.  Like the random colors and splatters of paint in this piece.) 
 
 
Musical selections-  

1) The Four Seasons (winter movement)- Antonio Vivaldi 
2) Mambo from West Side Story- Leonard Bernstein 
3) Prelude to the Afternoon of a Faun- Claude Debussy 
4) Harlem Nocturne-Duke Ellington 
5) The Thunderer- John Phillip Sousa 

 
 
 
You will have two weeks to do your research and write up.  Make sure you have basic information like 
the name of the artist and composer.  The musical and artistic period they came from and name of the 
song or piece of art.  You are encouraged, but not required to choose music without words.  This way 
you can focus on the feeling of the music.  Also, you are not limited to paintings, but may also include 
sculpture, and other forms of art.  
 
Step 3- You will put all the information including the art and music links into a google 
slideshow/powerpoint presentation and turn that into me. 
 
 


