
Language Arts 8 
Mrs. Jennifer Wilson 

jwilson@western-reserve.org 
419-668-8470 x2019 (I will check my voicemail daily.) 

 
Assignments for Week #2 and Beyond: 
 
Before spring break, we were working on writing an essay.  We are putting that on hold 
and switching to a novel unit.  You will read the book Red Kayak by Priscilla Cummings. 
I have put together novel packs.  Your novel pack will be included in your bag of locker 
contents.  Bags of locker contents need to be picked up on Wednesday,  April 8.  There 
are two pick up times: 10:30 - 1:00  or  4:00 - 6:00.  Watch WR website for details.  
 
The novel packs include:  

- A copy of these directions. 
- A Red Kayak book for you to borrow.  I recorded the book # and you are 

responsible for this book. 
- PEE Response Rubric (½ sheet) tucked in your copy of Red Kayak 
- Red Kayak reference packet with pictures and a map of Chesapeake Bay 
- Red Kayak Reading Questions (2 sets of handouts) 

Part One: Chapters 1 - 12 
Part Two: Chapters 13 - 28 

- Your Language Arts binder (if it was left in your locker) 
- A dictionary for you to borrow (if you asked for paper copies of academic 

materials) 
 
Red Kayak Chapter Completion Goals: (Hopefully we’ll be back to school soon!…) 
 
Week #2 April 6 - April 10: Chapters 1 - 4 
 
* * * Happy Easter! * * * 
 
Week #3 April 13 - April 17: Chapters 5 - 9  

Part One: Ch. 1 - 12 
Week #4 April 20 - 24: Chapters 10 - 15 due Friday, April 24. 
 
Week #5 April 27 - May 1: Chapters 16 - 20 
 
Week #6 May 4 - May 8: Chapters 21 - 24 



Part Two: Ch. 13 - 28 
Week #7 May 11 - May 15: Chapters 25 - 28 due Monday, May 18. 
 
Red Kayak Novel Unit Assignments: 
 

1. Read the book!  Read silently to yourself.  Read out loud to yourself.  Read out 
loud to your family.  Beg or bribe a family member to take turns reading with you. 
Read out loud to your family pet/pets.  Read out loud with an accent.  Call a 
friend and take turns reading back and forth.  If it’s nice weather, go outside and 
read.  Follow along as you listen to the book being read: YouTube has a couple 
different versions; search “Red Kayak audiobook”.  
 

2. Vocabulary Word Work:  Working with vocabulary words is nothing new since 
we’ve been doing it all year.  Remember the procedure:  Your job is to replace 
the vocabulary word with a synonym or phrase that keeps the same meaning. 
Page #s will be provided with the words on the handouts.  Find the vocabulary 
word on the page in the book.  Use a dictionary (hard copy or online) to help you 
figure out a replacement word or phrase.  The replacement word or phrase 
needs to keep the same meaning of the vocabulary word and fit correctly 
(smoothly and grammatically) into the original sentence.  
 
Example: Chapter 1, #3 states use a dictionary to replace corrode on pg. 4.  On  
pg. 4 of Red Kayak, the sentence reads “Be a lot of work to clean ‘em up and  
rezinc them, too, so they don’t corrode”.  Look up the definition of corrode.  
Words or phrases like wear away, weaken, get destroyed, or get damaged would  
all be correct replacements.  They keep the same meaning and fit correctly into  
the original sentence. 
 

3. Chapter Questions: Answer these neatly on the handouts.  
- You will see FYI entries.  These are For Your Information to help you 

understand what’s happening in the book.  You just need to read them. 
- If you are asked to quote something, that means copy it word-for-word 

from the book and put it in quotes (quotation marks). 
- IMPORTANT: You will be asked to identify many literary techniques like 

simile, personification, flashback, foreshadowing, etc. You will find 
definitions and examples of these terms in your pink Literary Terms packet 
in the red-literature section of your LA binder.  If you lost your packet, you 
can look these terms up in a dictionary or online. 
 



4. PEE Response Chapter Questions: Type and print these responses (you can 
put 2 on a page) or write them neatly on notebook paper (one response per 
page).  

- IMPORTANT: Every PEE Response needs labeled with your name, the 
chapter and question #, and the underlined portion of the prompt. 
Example: Student Name 

Ch. 1 #1 
Does the narrator like to go crabbing? (PEE) 
Skip at least one line and write your PEE Response.  
 

- PEE Responses are worth 5 points each.  I included one PEE Response 
Rubric (½ sheet) in each book.  You also need to refer to the PEE 
Response notes and examples in the green-writing section of your LA 
binder.  Remember the PEE colors?  (See the PEE color scheme 
handout.) Use the colors to help you edit your responses. 
 

- Part One PEE Responses: Part Two PEE Responses: 
Ch. 1 #1 Ch. 16 #2 
Ch. 1 #5 Ch. 24 #14 
Ch. 4 #8 Ch. 25 #11 
Ch. 7 #2 Ch. 28 #3 
Ch. 9 #5 

 
Assignment Due Dates: I’ve separated the novel questions into two parts to split the 
book in half.  Part One: Chapters 1 - 12 due Friday, April 24. 

Part Two: Chapters 13 - 28 due Monday, May 18. 
(If you finish either part or the whole book early, turn it in early!) 

 
Procedure for turning in completed work: (Do not share or email documents.)  

1. Staple the PEE Responses together.  IMPORTANT: Make sure your name is on 
every PEE Response page and on every handout just in case they come apart.  

2. Drop off at school: At the main MS/HS entrance, you will find “Mrs. Wilson’s Drop 
Box”.  It is located right outside the glass partition of the main MS/HS entrance, 
so work can be dropped off at any time. 

3. Return your book in the Drop Box when you are finished with it.  
4. Week #1 Friendly Letter assignment should be put in the Drop Box if you are not 

able to submit it electronically. 
 
Grades: Grades will be posted on ProgressBook.  


