
Hi my wonderful group of juniors!  

I miss your faces! I hope you all are doing well and keeping your social distance. How crazy is this. I’ve 

spent the whole year telling you how important it is to make connections – now I’m telling you to keep 

away. As we move through this unprecedented time, find creative ways to stay close to those you care 

about and connect to people.  

On a different note, we are getting ready to move, into our first week of remote learning. Hopefully, you 

enjoyed your break and you are feeling well-rested! As we transition to a new model of learning for a 

short period of time, I want you to know that I am going to adapt our lessons to the best of my ability so 

that you continue to gain knowledge but at the same time, remain respectful of the different points of 

access you each have to internet. While I am posting assignments today, you will not start being 

responsible for assignments officially until March 30 – April 3
rd

.  

 

Task One: Finish writing a new introduction about social distancing in the wake of Coronavirus 

(we started this prior to our break): Due Wednesday, April 1
st
  

 

I have included the reference guides and the example paragraph to use as you move through this 

assignment. Some of you started this assignment with small groups. If you are working online through 

our time away from school, feel free to complete this assignment using a shared doc with your group. Just 

remember, I can see who contributes to a doc and who doesn’t. You will submit the completed 

introduction to Google Classroom as a comment so that your peers will be able to see it and comment on 

it. I will explain this in a video later; don’t submit until you receive further instructions.  

 

For those of you who are working offline, please write your paragraph on paper and it will be picked up 

from your homes on Friday, April 3
rd

 (not the Wednesday due date).  

 

Task Two: DUE FRIDAY, April 3rd 

You will review a peer’s introduction. Part of learning is being able to see someone else’s work and 

compare it to your own. I would like you to read it and write a reflection commenting on the following 

things.  

 - In what ways did their introduction highlight some of the shortcomings of your own writing? Provide 

examples of their strengths that specifically helped you comprehend what might have been weaknesses in 

your own paragraph.  

- Where do you see places in their introduction where they could have added more than they did? Provide 

examples of how you might have added to the text if given the opportunity. What information is missing 

the prohibits your understanding of the subject matter?  

- Reference the diagram and example provided. What grade would you give this paper knowing that the 

example is an A+? Explain why this group received the grade they did.   

For students working on paper: I have attached an introduction that you will read and reflection on. 

Make sure your feedback is thorough, constructive and is written with proper sentence structure and 

mechanics.  

For students working online: Please read one of your peers’ translations on the classroom forum and 

provide feedback for others to read. Make sure your feedback is thorough, constructive and is written with 

proper sentence structure and mechanics.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Should you want to contact me and not have access to the internet, I have also created a 

remind classroom. Information about how to join my Remind classroom is included in this 

packet.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Example Introduction:  

I have attached an introduction that you will read and reflection on. Make sure your feedback is thorough, 

constructive and is written with proper sentence structure and mechanics.  

You will review a peer’s introduction. Part of learning is being able to see someone else’s work and 

compare it to your own. I would like you to read it and write a reflection commenting on the following 

things.  

 - In what ways did their introduction highlight some of the shortcomings of your own writing? Provide 

examples of their strengths that specifically helped you comprehend what might have been weaknesses in 

your own paragraph.  

- Where do you see places in their introduction where they could have added more than they did? Provide 

examples of how you might have added to the text if given the opportunity. What information is missing 

the prohibits your understanding of the subject matter?  

- Reference the diagram and example provided. What grade would you give this paper knowing that the 

example is an A+? Explain why this group received the grade they did.   

 

 

For many people, the hope of being a better person begins with 
a new year and clean slate.  Dating back to 2000 B.C. society has 
looked forward to January 1st and celebrating the idea of “New 
Year, new me”.  Girls and boys both young and old go about 
making resolutions based upon fixing bad habits and starting 
good ones.  For many years, people have rang in the New Year 
with parties that have good food and are filled with high spirits.  
Although people continuously struggle with exercising, diets, or 
even happiness, there are ways to overcome those problems.  
Making a resolution would be a great first step.  Some people 
think New Years resolutions are a waste of energy however, 
they are actually very helpful because they can improve 
emotional well-being, help structure time, and boost physical 
health.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Exemplar Introduction 

 

Few things are able to sufficiently prepare an individual for 

parenthood. It has even been said, in jest, that there is no 

instruction manual for being a parent. While there may not be a 

formal “how-to guide” for the complicated world of childrearing, 

there are characters resting amongst the pages of some of 

America’s greatest pieces of literature that offer insight to the 

trying task. If one is looking for guidance on how to be a fair, 

honest, honorable parent, they don’t have to look any further than 

Harper Lee’s famous novel, To Kill a Mockingbird  to find a solid 

example. Atticus Finch, a lawyer, and father, walks readers 

through the daunting dilemmas present in a southern town circa 

1930. However, Atticus’ journey does not end by simply combating 

the evils of his community. Atticus’ most notable roles are that of a 

father, a role-model and a caregiver. While many might stand by 

the argument that nothing can prepare someone for parenthood, a 

second glance at Atticus Finch may help them to realize that his 

examples of compassion, integrity, and honesty make him the best 

literary hero that anyone could learn a lesson, or two, from.   

 

Yellow – Attention Grabber 

Green – Transition from attention grabber to background 

Mint - Background information/historical context 

Blue – How the subject is explored in the novel/society 

Purple - Thesis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Introductions 

How many times have you sat staring at a blank sheet of paper at the beginning of an essay 

writing activity? How often do you struggle to start writing your papers simply because YOU 

DON’T KNOW how to start? Taking the mystery out of writing introductions is important 

because they are the foundation for a good paper. Without a strong introduction readers often 

end up lost, confused and oftentimes, uninterested in reading your work.  

 

When done properly, introductions should engage the reader, offer background information and 

lay out what will be covered in the rest of the paper.  

 

Luckily, there isn’t as much mystery to writing a solid intro as you may have previously thought. 

By following the simple steps below, anyone should be able to write a helpful, engaging intro; no 

matter what the focus of their essay is.  

 

 

1. Your first sentence should start with an attention grabbing idea/philosophical discussion about 

the general issues surrounding your topic. This is the HOOK! 

 

2. Your next 2-4 sentences should outline general information about your topic. Ie: 

Historical context, plot info, social impact etc. 

 

 

3. The following section of your intro should be a sentence or two 

discussing where/how this subject is explore in a novel or the 

on society. 

 

 

4. Your final statement should be your thesis statement. 

 

Tips: 

1. Transitions should be used (when necessary) within an introduction to create a simple “flow” to ideas 

 

2. Be aware of your audience and target them appropriately with language and attention grabbers 

 

3. Do not use statements like “In this paper, I will prove…” 

 


