
Juniors: Week Six 

Hi everyone! I you all are doing well! 

We will still be working on Transcendentalism for the next few weeks. I will try to break things down as 

concisely as possible.  

Reading: I am including an excerpt from Ralph Waldo Emerson’s essay Self-Reliance. It is a personal 

favorite, I hope you like it too. As you read in our notes, Emerson is one of the founding fathers of 

transcendental thought. Please take some time to read and then re-read the portion I provided. The text 

I gave you is short, but not easy. It might require you to look words up to fully understand the text.  

Response: I am building you up for a project on transcendentalism so the review of the three essential 

values of transcendentalism; Idealism, individualism, and the divinity of nature will be critical to your 

success. After you read Emerson’s essay Self-Reliance, I want you to create a Google Doc where you will 

pull one quote from this essay that embody at least one of the transcendental values, then explain to 

me why you feel the passage from the text is a good example of the transcendental tenet. (Tenet- 

value). This is the same thing I asked you to do last week for the his essay on Nature.  

Ex: Divinity of Nature 

Quote: “The lover of nature is he whose inward and outward senses are still truly adjusted to each other; 

who has retained the spirit of infancy even into the era of manhood.” 

Explanation: This quote represents the third value of transcendentalism because they believed that it 

was critical for people to connect to nature and that when one was truly connected to the outside world, 

they would reach their most refined and peaceful place as a human. This particular passage addresses 

that value because it shows that even when one is confronted with the obstacles of the adulthood, it can 

allow you to find the simplicity of childhood like nothing else can.  

 

Nature Journal: For your nature journal this week, I want you to reflect on the following quote. “There is 

a time in every man’s education when he arrives at the conviction that envy is ignorance; that imitation 

is suicide; that he must take himself for better, for worse, as his portion; that though the wide universe 

is full of good, no kernel of nourishing corn can come to him but through his toil bestowed on that plot 

of ground which is given to him to till.” 

In your own words, what does this mean to you?  Post both the journal entry to Google Classroom via a 

Google Doc if you are working online. Email or post to remind if you are working from home.  

 

 

 

 



 

 



 


