
 
 

1. This   is   the   result   from   the   first   half   of   the   Civil   War,   the   Bold   lettering   shows   who   won  
each   battle.    Answer   the   questions   that   follow   based   on   this   chart.   
 

a. Bull   Run Union Confederate  
b. 7   days  Union Confederate  
c. Bull   Run   2 Union Confederate  
d. Antietam  Union Confederate  
e. Fredericksburg  Union Confederate  
f. Chancellorsville  Union Confederate  
g. Gettysburg  Union Confederate  

 
Who   won   the   majority   of   the   first   battles?  
 
 
Why   might   both   Union   and   Confederacy   both   be   bolded   in   letter   D?  
 
 
 
Which   battle   did   the   Union   finally   win   a   decisive   victory?   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Most   Americans   attribute   that   the   Emancipation   Proclamation   freed   the   slaves.   Don’t  
believe   me,   try   asking   your   parents   and   see   what   they   say,   ask   them   what   the  
Emancipation   Proclamation   did,   see   how   they   answer.    However,   we   learned   that  
through   the   Dred   Scott   case,   that   slaves   were   property   protected   by   the   5th   amendment  
and   that   it   would   take   a   constitutional   amendment   to   free   slaves.   Ironically   enough,   the  
Emancipation   Proclamation   says   that   all   slaves   are   free   in   states   that   are   in   rebellion   to  
the   United   States,   but   those   states   arent   going   to   listen   to   Lincoln   anyways.    Actually   the  
Emancipation   Proclamation   doesn’t   free   a   single   slave,   it   says   states   can   keep   their  
slaves   if   they   rejoin   the   Union.    This   means   that   the   border   states   were   able   to   keep   their  
slaves,   the   states   of   Kentucky,   Maryland,   Delaware,   and   Missouri   are   allowed   to   keep  
their   slaves   because   they   never   left.   The   Emancipation   Proclamation   does   two   things  
that   are   important   to   the   Civil   War.   It   keeps   England   out   of   the   War,   who   was   about   to  
join   on   the   side   of   the   South,   and   it   keeps   Maryland   from   leaving   and   joining   the  
south/confederacy.   



 
Name   the   two   things   the   Emancipation   Proclamation   did.   

 
 
A.  
 
 
 
B.  
 
 
 

3. The   biggest   mistake   made   in   the   Civil   War   was   made   by   the   Southern   General   Robert   E.  
Lee.    The   mistake   was   believing   god   was   on   his   side.    Robert   E.   Lee   was   a   very  
religious   man   and   he   tried   to   apply   biblical   stories   such   as   David   vs   Goliath   to   the  
outcome   of   his   battles.    This   isnt   completely   far   fetched   from   the   point   that   in   every   battle  
the   South   is   outmanned   and   outgunned,   they   really   have   no   chance   of   winning   but  
continue   to   do   so   against   overwhelming   odds.   This   leads   Lee   to   believe   that   his   army   is  
ordained(chosen)   by   god   to   win   this   war.    In   1863   Robert   E   Lee   abandons   all   of   the  
Southern   plans   to   fight   a   defensive   war   and   decides   to   invade   the   North   and   go   on   the  
attack,   he   hopes   that   by   trying   to   attack   Washington   DC   he   will   force   the   North   to   give  
the   South   its   freedom.    Problem   for   Lee   is   that   he   cannot   attack   DC   straight   on,   he   has  
to   try   and   outmaneuver   the   Northern   army   by   moving   faster   than   they   can   and   try   to   get  
around   the   Northern   army   which   is   protecting   DC.    In   doing   so   Lee   moves   out   of   Virginia,  
through   Maryland   and   into   Pennsylvania.    His   plan   is   to   hook   around   the   end   of   the  
Union   army   and   attack   DC   from   the   North.   The   Union   army   pursues   Lee,   who   has   now  
cut   away   from   the   support   of   the   local   people   and   from   his   supply   lines.   Both   of   these  
armies   in   late   June   by   pure   coincidence   and   not   knowing   what   each   other   is   doing   are  
ordered   to   a   small   town   called   Gettysburg.   Not   because   they   are   going   to   fight   there,  
they   have   no   plan   to   fight   each   other,   they   end   up   in   Gettysburg   simply   because   there  
are   10   roads   that   come   into   the   center   of   the   town.   Gettysburg   a   town   of   1500   people  
have   two   giant   armies   bearing   down   on   it.    To   give   you   an   idea   of   how   big   these   armies  
are,   just   the   number   of   horses   used   by   these   armies   at   Gettysburg   was   72,000  
accompanied   by   150,000   men.   On   day   one   and   two   of   the   battle   Lee   is   able   to   push   the  
Union   army   back.   Its   on   day   three   that   Lee   makes   the   mistake.    Lee   unleashed   150  
cannons   to   fire   on   the   Union   line   for   over   two   hours.   After   about   five   minutes   of   cannon  
fire   there   is   so   much   smoke   that   Lee   cannot   even   see   what   damage   the   cannons   are  
doing.   Unknown   to   Lee,   his   cannons   are   over   shooting   the   Union   lines   and   the  
cannonballs   are   exploding   behind   the   Union   lines   doing   very   little   damage.   After   two  
hours   Lee   believes   he   has   destroyed   the   Union   Lines,   he   decides   to   send   General  
Pickett   and   his   entire   division   on   a   charge   to   finally   break   the   Union’s   lines   and   then  
march   unopposed   to   Washington   DC   ending   the   Civil   War.   Lee   is   over   confident   in   his  
armies   ability   and   what   he   believes   to   be   the   will   of   god.    As   the   confederates   start   their  



one   mile   march   across   the   open   field,   the   Union   army   just   devistates   them   with   cannon  
fire,   out   of   the   total   of   15,000   confederate   soldiers   50%   became   casualties   and   any   that  
did   make   it   to   the   Union   Lines   were   quickly   captured.   Robert   E   Lee   realizes   his   colossal  
mistake   and   retreats   back   to   Virginia   to   continue   to   fight   a   defensive   war   for   2   more  
years.   The   confederate   from   Gettysburg   on   were   never   really   able   to   regroup   to   fight  
effectively   again.   

 
 
What   two   things   lead   to   Lee   making   such   a   bad   mistake   that   lead   to   his   defeat   at  

Gettysburg?  
 
 
 
 

 


