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An Invincible Summer…

by Rodge Wilson
Hope…By the time you are reading this, hopefully we
will be in a place to know exactly what the start of the new
school year looks like. As I write this article in July however,
there is little certainty on what school will look like.
What we do know is that as a community, Western
Reserve will come together and take care of each other
and provide the education and other supports that all of our
students need. Throughout this edition you will see required
legal notifications and more importantly, the latest drafts of
all of our Reopening guidance. While things change on a
daily basis, you can be sure that your children are in good
hands and all of us at Western Reserve are going to make life
as close to normal as possible for our children.
Like you, I have learned many things during this
pandemic. As the superintendent, it is essential that I keep
abreast of all the news and updates related to Covid-19.
I’m sure you have your own way of keeping up to date.
We should take care however. Doomscrolling is a new
term our culture has developed to describe how easy it is to
become overwhelmed by all the news and media hype. Stay
informed, but don’t get to overcome by the bad news. There
is much for which to be hopeful and thankful.
In this edition there will be postings of the latest
reopening protocols. I encourage you to read them. But
speaking of learning new things, even if you haven’t been
the most social media conscious, I encourage you to visit
our website and Facebook pages frequently as that is the
best way of staying up with the most up to date information.
We are posting a plethora of videos and documents to help
you prepare for the start of school.
Yes, there is much for which to be hopeful and thankful.
The buildings are clean and set up for learning. We have
protocols in place to keep all of us healthy and safe, cared
for and educated. Perhaps Albert Camus said it best, “In the
midst of winter, I found there was, within me, an invincible
summer…”
Stay safe, stay well…we are all excited to see you back
for a great school year!

Rodge F. Wilson, Superintendent

Choose Hope:
Trauma-Informed Teachings

by MS/HS Guidance Counselor Libby French
The date was August 7th and the weather was hot and
stormy; a perfect combination that makes your hair frizz
and your clothes cling in an uncomfortable fashion. I was
driving to a colleague’s house, feeling just as gloomy as the
weather, knowing that the plans that we were about to make
for the upcoming school year would most likely change
when I saw it. Through my windshield and the intermittent
motion of my wipers, was a beautiful rainbow reminding
me of one simple word, one simple action- hope.
Cultivate care
Just as a rainbow follows a storm; hope, kindness, and
gentle understanding can follow traumatic experiences if
those actions are chosen. Like many schools across America,
Western Reserve Local School District was already seeing a
greater number of students displaying behaviors of trauma,
affecting their education. With the onset of Covid-19 and
all that has been happening in our nation, likely, most, if not
all of our students, families, and staff have now experienced
some degree of trauma.
With knowledge comes understanding
‘Hope’ embodies the work that the Western Reserve
teaching staff began to explore and implement early last fall,
transitioning our district to becoming ‘trauma-informed’
while employing strategies to embrace a new lense in
which we view our students. Various avenues, rooted in
the framework of Dr. Bruce Perry, have provided insight
related to how the brain works, develops, and changes in
response to trauma. The core elements that allow for a
positive learning experience are simple: relational (safe),
relevant (developmentally-matched), repetitive (patterned),
rewarding (pleasure), rhythmic (resonant with biology),
and respectful (child, family, culture).
Dr. Perry’s
Neurosequential Model for Education (NME) places
emphasis on brains being regulated in order to learn, reason,
and problem solve. In the classroom, we ask students to
‘live’ in that area of their brains and throughout the 20192020 school year, our staff participated in professional
development, gaining a greater understanding of brain
regulation. Professional development for teaching staff
will continue throughout the 2020-2021 school year as we
continue to provide practical application in our everyday
settings.
Transformation Empowers
As a school district, state, and nation we have lived
in a storm known as Covid-19 and throughout the past six
months, have all been impacted by it in some way. Western
Reserve is dedicated to providing a safe, relational, and
appropriate education for all of our students, no matter the
learning platform. As education and the world around us
continues to transform, may we all be empowered to look
for the rainbow and choose hope.

Middle/High School News

Welcome back, Roughriders! The first day of school
for both online and hybrid learners is September 8th.
The start of a new school year can be both exciting and
worrisome under the most normal of circumstances – and
2020-21 promises to be anything but “normal.” But it
can still be a success, and the WR team has been working
hard all summer to make this the best year possible.
Parents and students should check the district website
at www.western-reserve.org and Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/westernreserve/ often for updates.
Below are some important last-minute reminders:
• School supply lists: Grades 6-8 - backpack,
water bottle, writing utensils, spiral notebook,
highlighters, 4 folders, 12 pack colored pencils, 1
dry erase marker, 1 red pen, earbuds, 3-ring binder
(optional). Grades 9-12 – backpack, water bottle,
writing utensils, spiral notebook, highlighters,
earbuds.
• Back to school orientations for middle school and
freshmen students will be virtual. Meet the Team
will also be virtual – watch for links to be posted
online.
• High school classes will utilize block scheduling.
Middle school classes will continue to use the
modified block. Watch Mr. Sheldon’s YouTube
video for complete information https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=zL8BtIie3dg
• Students’ schedules will be available before the first
day of school. As always, students should check
their schedules carefully and request course changes
before the first day of school.
• If you haven’t yet completed Final Forms registrations,
please
visit
https://westernreservecollins-oh.
finalforms.com/
As always, feel free to email lborder@westernreserve.org with questions or concerns. If you prefer, call
the MSHS office at 419-668-8470 and leave a voicemail
if no one answers; we’ll return your call promptly:
Principal Lisa Border x 2001.
Assistant Principal Chris Sheldon x 2007.
School Counselor Libby French x 2005.
College and Career Coach Ann Todd x 2003
Athletic Director Ryan Falknor x 2008.
Special Education Supervisor Lisa Muenz x 2036.
Thank you in advance for your patience and
cooperation as we work together on behalf of our
students. Have a great year!

Abby Hormell and Lacey Grezler prepare to
show their cows at the Huron County Junior
Fair. Tina Hormell said their cows and their
friendship have kept them grounded during
COVID.
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Western Reserve District Calendar ---August 2020
2:30pm HS Fb practice
two-a-day
5pm vb scrimmage @
perkins
5pm cheer practice

2:30pm HS Fb practice
two-a-day

2:30pm HS Fb practice
two-a-day
5pm cheer practice
5pm MS Fb practice

2:30pm HS Fb practice
two-a-day
5pm MS Fb practice

2:30pm HS Fb practice
two-a-day
3pm cheer practice
5pm MS Fb practice

2:30pm HS Fb practice
two-a-day

9am fb practice

PLEASE VIEW SCHOOL
WEBSITE CALENDAR
FOR A MORE UP TO DATE AND
COMPLETE SCHEDULE

Western Reserve District Calendar ---September 2020
PLEASE VIEW SCHOOL
WEBSITE CALENDAR
FOR A MORE UP TO DATE AND
COMPLETE SCHEDULE

2:30pm HS Fb practice
two-a-day

2:30pm HS Fb practice
two-a-day

2:30pm HS Fb practice
two-a-day
5pm MS Fb practice

2:30pm HS Fb practice
two-a-day
5pm MS Fb practice

ENVIROTHON & FFA TBD - PRACTICE FOR
FORESTRY CONTEST
2:30pm HS Fb practice
two-a-day
5pm MS Fb practice

2:30pm HS Fb practice
two-a-day
5pm MS Fb practice

2:30pm HS Fb practice
two-a-day
2:30pm Manga Club
5pm MS Fb practice

MS ACADEMIC
CHALLENGE - TBD
2:30pm HS Fb practice
two-a-day
3:15pm LPDC Meeting
5pm MS Fb practice

MS ACADEMIC
CHALLENGE - TBD
2:30pm HS Fb practice
two-a-day
5pm MS Fb practice
6pm Board of Education
Regular Meeting

ENVIROTHON & FFA TBD - PRACTICE FOR
FORESTRY CONTEST

9am
CCP
Student
Monthly Meeting
2:30pm HS Fb practice
two-a-day

2:30pm HS Fb practice
two-a-day

2:30pm HS Fb practice
two-a-day
5pm MS Fb practice

2:30pm HS Fb practice
two-a-day
5pm MS Fb practice

2:30pm HS Fb practice
two-a-day

(right) Mason Kinney (Far
Right) stands proudly with
his steer after being named
Grand Champion Market
Steer for the Huron County
Junior Fair.
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Western Reserve
Board of Education
3765 US Route 20
Collins, OH 44826
(419) 660-8508
www.western-reserve.org

Board Members and
Contact Information
NOTE: PLEASE CONTACT THRU
E-MAIL WHEN POSSIBLE.

Board President
Dr. Scott Ommert: 2820 St.
Johns Road, Wakeman, OH

On the Western Front

The next deadline
for On the Western
Front is September
3, 2020.
Contact Kim Sheldon
for article submissions
ksheldon@westernreserve.org
Ads & advertising
information email to --

sommert@western-reserve.org

Board Vice President
Mr. Kris Green – 5147
Fitchville
River
Road,
Wakeman, OH 44889.

westernfront@westernreserve.org

kgreen@western-reserve.org

Mrs. Peggy Weisenberger:
1624 Zenobia Road
Norwalk OH 44857

Kimberli Sheldon

pwiesenberger@westernresereve.org

Jim Todd, 3621 Butler Road,
Wakeman, OH 44889
jtood@western-reserve.org
Ken Fraelich 47 S River St,
Wakeman, OH 44889
kfraelich@western-reserve.
org

Kimberli Sheldon &
James Wiles

James Wiles

Questions? Call Principal Lisa Border
419-668-8470 ext. 2001 or email lborder@
western-reserve.org

Western Reserve Local Schools
are hiring substitute bus drivers

All training is provided.
Starting pay is $14.00 an hour.
Interested parties please send a resume
to Western Reserve Board Office
3765 U.S. Rte. 20 E. Collins OH 44826.
You can also bring your resume to the
Board Office and call with any questions.
419-660-8508 x2603
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Mask Protocol 08-19-2020

Western Reserve FFA members
earn Ohio AgriBusiness
Association (OABA) Credential
Six Western Reserve FFA students received the Ohio AgriBusiness
Association Credential during the 2019-20 school year. Charles
“Wesley” Breedlove, Rachel Herbkersman, Thomas “Dale” Lax,
Kenneth “Dalton” Webb, Haley West, and McKenna Woodruff received
notification of their successful credentials in July. Normally, the
credentialing process is complete by May 1st and applicants are notified
by May 15th. However, Governor Dewine’s ordered school-building
closure and other measures taken in response to the Coronavirus
health crisis affected students’ ability to complete industry-recognized
credentials in an expedient manner.
The Ohio AgriBusiness Association provides an industryrecognized, agribusiness credential that verifies high school student
expertise in the areas of agriculture, agribusiness and production
systems. “The OABA student credential was conceived as a solution
to the growing need for qualified candidates in the agribusiness sector,”
said Chris Henney, president and CEO of OABA. “Recognition by the
Ohio Department of Education allows our credential to have greater
reach and impact on students across Ohio.”
To be eligible for the OABA 12 point Industry Credential, a student
must be enrolled in a career-technical agricultural program and complete
four courses, where they are engaged in learning and applying technical
skills in foundational agricultural concepts.
As one of the four required courses, students must complete
Business Management for Agricultural & Environmental Systems.
This upper-level course tests students’ knowledge of global agriculture
marketing and business principles applied in agribusiness.
Well planned Supervised Agricultural Experiences (SAE), student
projects that involve real world agricultural activities done by students
outside of the planned classroom and laboratory time, are necessary in
attaining the OABA credential.
To be considered for credentialing, a student’s SAE must be an
entrepreneurial, placement, or research driven project pertaining to the
agriculture industry. The student must document at least 500 hours of work
on their project(s) and identify the Ohio Agricultural & Environmental
Systems Career Field Technical Content Standards achieved through
their SAE. In addition, students must attain a proficient or advanced
level on all four class associated WebXam Tests.
For more information about the Ohio AgriBusiness Association
Credentials, visit their website at www.OABA.net.
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Ehove is scheduled to open
on August 31, 2020

All students are requiring bus transportation to and from Ehove,
please be in the Elementary school parking lot by 7:15 AM. The bus
will leave the parking lot approximately 7:25 AM.
If you are unable to get to the Elementary parking lot and
need to be picked up and dropped off at your residence – Please
contact Mrs. Sarah Knackstedt at 419-663-4394. (Feel free to leave
a message and Mrs. Knackstedt will return the call with you pickup
and drop off times.)
Please make sure you let Mrs. Knackstedt know which group
you are in.
The bus will return to Ehove at 3:00 PM to brings students back
to WR.
Again, please reach out to Mrs. Knackstedt with questions or to
arrange transportation to the elementary school.

Huron County Service
Provider Agencies

See SERVICES page 13

WR Reset and Restart Parent
Quick Start Guide pages 1,2 of 4
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WR Reset and Restart Parent
Quick Start Guide pages 3,4 of 4
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2020 Fall schedule for posting
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Draft Parent Info Sheet 2020-2021 Reset_Restart

Ferpa pages

PAGE 2

See FERPA CONT. page 11
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FERPA CONT. from page 10

Preschool Restart Plan 08-19-2020
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Safety Practices - Reopening Protocols page 1 of 3

Seniors from all six fall sports teams gathered together in solidarity for WR, athletics, and
simply their support for each other. We wish them all the best in their upcoming seasons!
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Page 13

Safety Practices - Reopening Protocols page 2&3 of 3

SERVICES from page 8

Zayne Leslie was excited to take his chickens to the Huron
County Jr. Fair last week.
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Western Reserve HS/MS
Athletic Department/FIRELANDS CONFERENCE

GAME DAY PROTOCOL
CONTEST-DAY OPERATIONS
Screening Procedures
• Participants, coaches, and game day staff
Temperature Check
• Symptom Check (Athletes will answer Covid-19 screening questions)
• Turn in record log to host school game administrator upon arrival
• Routine hand hygiene
• Must be wearing mask
Spectators
• Covid-19 symptom self assessment prior to arrival
• Sanitize hands prior to entering facility
• Must be wearing a mask
• Must present ticket voucher in order to purchase a ticket
Spectators Capacity
• Capacity is based on the Governors and the State Department of Health Mandate
that we must not exceed 15% capacity of fixed seating capacity.
• Bachelder Field- total capacity 1756- limited to 264 total spectators
• Western Reserve HS gym capacity 1083- limited to 162 total spectators
• Western Reserve EL gym capacity 384- limited to 58 total spectators.
• We will not be able to use our elementary gymnasium due to this low capacity
(all MS volleyball games will be played at the HS gym this season)
• In order to control the number of spectators in attendance and stay under 15%,
vouchers will be given to home team participants and visiting team participants to
allow for family members to purchase tickets at the home site. These numbers are
pre-determined to stay under 15%.
• Varsity Football Events at Bachelder Field, 2 vouchers for each home
participant, and 2 vouchers for each visiting participant.
• Middle School Football and JV Football Events, 2 vouchers for each home
participant, and 2 vouchers for each visiting participant.
• Middle School Volleyball, 2 vouchers for each home participant, and 2
vouchers for each visiting participant. All Middle School Games will be
played in the HS gym.
• High School Volleyball, 4 vouchers for each home participant, and 2 vouchers
for each visiting participant.
• Coaches will distribute a voucher to athletes to bring home.
Example..
• Athletic Director will distribute a ticket voucher to coaches/supervisors,
who will then distribute the allotted amount to their athletes. The ticket
voucher must be presented at the event in order to be able to purchase a
ticket for admittance to the contest.
• NO general admission tickets will be sold at the door.
• WR is seeking a variance from the odh and the huron county health department
to request approval for additional spacing at outdoor events to be utilized for
football games with the expectation that social distancing be maintained and
all other protocols followed as well.
Fan Expectations
• Each family will only receive the allocated number for that family.
• Seating will be marked off with tape to indicate seating areas to maintain social
distancing.
• Families are expected to sit together.
• This will allow more space for social distancing from other spectators.
• Spectators that are standing on the ropes at Bachelder field will see tape indicating
6 feet in order to maintain social distancing.
• All Spectators attending events in the gym must be seated.
• Firelands Conference and OHSAA passes are the only passes accepted. All other
passes will not be accepted. No other passes will be sold this fall.
• Individuals not wearing a mask will not be admitted, Spectator that does not wear
a mask during the event may be asked to leave the facility.
• Scouts must contact the home athletic director 24 hours prior to be put on a scout
list. College coaches etc.
• Varsity game tickets $6.00,
• Lower level tickets $5.00 for adult, $3.00 for student.
• No additional general admission tickets will be sold.
• No student pre-sale tickets, and No passes will be sold.
• Gates will open 45 minutes prior to the start of the event for football
• Gates will open 30 minutes prior to every other contest.
• At the conclusion of the game all fans and teams, coaches, etc. must exit the facility
immediately. No team gatherings or parents waiting for students inside the facility.
• No re-entry into the facility.
Compliance Personnel
• We will have compliance personnel at home football and volleyball games
• Game administrators, Police Security, and compliance personnel will help to
monitor and remind spectators of the mandates and guidelines
Athletic Teams and School Personnel traveling
• Prior to boarding the team travel mode of transportation, the Coaches must verbally
screen each individual athlete, and perform a temperature check which is to be
recorded.
• Upon arrival, the opposing team will give the home site manager a record of
their prescreening results and notify the home team if there were any abnormal
screenings.
• If there is a potential or identified risk from screening, the individual should wear
a face covering and be sent immediately to a designated area for isolation and the

school action plan implemented
• Opposing teams on competition day will be notified of the potential risk observed
through screening.
Officials / Referees
• The school administrator or designee will perform a verbal screening and
temperature check upon the arrival of the officiating crew.
• If gameday officials / referees report an abnormal screening, the site administrator
will notify the Senior Director of Officiating at the OHSAA.
ATHLETIC TRAINERS • All athletes must tape at their own facilities. AT will treat their own athletes. No
training services at visiting sites. Only athletes from an opposing school should be
treated if it is a serious injury or emergency.
• Game Day Face Coverings
• Mask / Face coverings will be worn by all athletes and coaches when traveling to
and from designated team facilities.
• Masks/ Face coverings will be worn by student-athletes and coaches/ gameday
personnel while on the sidelines/benches and not actively engaged in competition
on the field of play without the ability to socially distance. (i.e. JV volleyball team
watching the varsity volleyball game, or ms cross country waiting to run their race)
• Masks will not be shared.
Arrival Time
• Visiting Teams
• Volleyball - 45 minutes prior to start time.
• Football Teams - 90 minutes prior to start time. (MS/JV 30 minutes)
• Teams should arrive dressed and ready for play.
• Football Teams should come dressed in bottom pads.
• Locker rooms available for HS football only
• Showers will not be available for use
• Teams must bring their own water/hydration to away games.
Band / Cheerleaders
• There will be no marching bands traveling to away games
• Only the home band will be permitted to perform
• Halftime will be reduced to 10 minutes.
• Varsity Cheerleaders may travel to away games
• MS and JV Cheerleaders will not travel to away games.
GAME CONCLUSION
• At the conclusion of the game all parents, fans, teams, and coaches must exit the
facility immediately. No team gatherings or parents waiting for students inside
the facility.
• No re-entry into any facility.
CONCESSIONS
• At this time we will not have concessions for any athletic events.
• Fans are encouraged to bring bottles of water if they so choose.
• There are bottle fillers available in the HS at drinking fountains
INCLEMENT WEATHER
• In the case of inclement weather teams and coaches should return to their locker
room area and spectators should return to their vehicles.
Signs will be posted and announcements read over the PA
Sample PA Announcement
The Firelands Conference thanks you for your support of interscholastic athletics
and reminds you that in order for our students and coaches to participate we need your
help! As guests today/tonight, we ask that you please do your part to protect yourself
and your community from the COVID-19 virus.
While at this event:
• all fans, as well as student-athletes, coaches and officials not actively participating
in the event, must wear a mask or face shield;
• maintain social-distancing at all times;
• please wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially
after sneezing, coughing or contact with high-touch surfaces like door handles and
handrails;
• avoid touching your eyes, nose, mouth, and mask;
• avoid contact with people who are sick;
• stay home and contact a doctor if you are sick or display symptoms such as fever,
cough, or difficulty breathing.
At the Conclusion of this contest
• Fans must refrain from approaching the playing area
• all spectators must immediately exit the facility.
• Teams will gather their belongings and exit the building to leave the facility or get
on their school bus.
• Our goal is to limit both student and spectator exposure time
The students, coaches, and communities of the FC want to play. Without your
support and cooperation in keeping everyone safe and healthy, we may not be able
to keep playing the games we love. Please do your part to help keep our teams on the
court/field this season. Thank you for your support!
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(left) WR students, Libby Weisenberger along with Layken
and Landen Barnhart prepare to show their sheep at Junior
Fair. The week was a welcomed event for students as it provided a sense of tradition and normalcy that they look forward to at the end of every summer.

2416 - STUDENT PRIVACY AND PARENTAL ACCESS TO INFORMATION Notification
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Western Reserve Local Schools is hiring for a Full Time
Bus Driver. CDL and Bus Endorsement preferred.
Send application to Western Reserve Board Office 3765
US Rte. 20 E. Collins, Ohio 44826 or email
ksayler@western-reserve.org
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Dear Parents
Please don’t let the prospect of distance education
drive a wedge between us. Now is not the time. You
have to understand. There are things we don’t know.
The relationship between parents and teachers
during distance learning is on the brink of collapse.
Back in March when the pandemic closed schools,
you seemed to develop a new respect for teachers.
Every day social media posts showed appreciation for
the tough job of teaching.
Parades happened. Memes were written. Presents
were given. Teachers were proud. We worked together.
Let’s do that again.
Now that we know that the pandemic, our new
normal, is here to stay, social media is tearing us apart.
With the prospect distance learning looming this
year, in many districts, came a tide of social media
fury that caused a division between us. It shouldn’t.
Posts got meaner and meaner as the likes kept
coming in both directions.
Parents:
• Who is going to watch my kids while I work?
• Teachers are lazy.
• Essential workers do it every day.
• I am not getting paid to be a teacher.
• Our kids act differently with us.
Teachers:
• We are not babysitters.
• This is not what we want either.
• The pandemic can kill us.
Parents and teachers are hurt. It is like a
trainwreck. We can’t help but read the posts, but feel
sick to our stomach afterward.
Teachers understand both views. We are parents
too. We know it is going to be difficult for you, and we
want to help. There is nothing we want more than to
see your child succeed emotionally and academically.
We agonize over it. We lose countless nights of sleep
thinking about our students.
But, there are things you don’t know.
Important things that put teachers at more of a
risk in a school setting.
In younger grades, we tie wet shoelaces that
we hope came from a puddle outside. Kids sneeze
directly into our faces as they read to us. They reach
out to hold our hands and impulsively hug us because
they need it. How will they possibly understand that
they will have to follow more rules now than ever?
Will kids be labeled behavior problems because their
very nature doesn’t allow for social distancing?
In the older grades, students feel they are
invincible. They sip each other’s drinks. They chew
each other’s gum (I know, gross) and love to hug their
friends. Will they get detention because teens will be
teens?
This is why back to normal schooling would be
anything but.
Students will suffer.
What can be done to repair this relationship
between teachers and parents? Maybe, we all need to
practice the kindness that we teach our children. We
cannot let social media divide us. We need to work
together more than ever. Tell us what you need. We
are here to listen.
It is the only way our children can succeed.
Let’s all be proactive. Should we face distance
learning, it can and will be successful this year.
Teachers used the summer months to prepare, plan,
and strategize. Parents are brushing up on technology
skills. It will be different from Emergency Distance
Learning that was practiced in the spring.
Give it, and us, a chance.
Parents can form co-ops to get distance learning
classwork done with other kids. Teenagers can
volunteer to help with younger students since they
are now able to do distance learning. Businesses are
donating Chromebooks and connectivity.
It’s now time to strengthen our families and our
communities.
The whole situation can be turned into a positive
with a little effort and understanding.
Teachers and parents can work together to make
these solutions a reality. We will accept this challenge
together.
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