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An entire quarter of the 
school year has come and gone.  
It’s hard to believe! By the 
time this edition reaches you, 
parent-teacher conferences will 
have taken place, and we will 
be heading quickly toward the 
Thanksgiving holiday.

K-3 Reading Plans
By the end of September, 

all students in grades K-3 were 
assessed in reading, as required 
by Ohio law, to determine if 
they are on track to be reading 
at the third-grade level by the 
end of grade three.  Parents of 
students who were not on track 
according to the assessment will 
have their child’s reading plan in 
hand before the end of the month.  

November Elementary News

Should you have questions or 
concerns about the plan, please 
contact your child’s teacher or the 
elementary office.  

Students in 3rd grade took 
the Ohio State test in English 
Language Arts for the first time 
in October.  This is the first of 
several opportunities for the 
students to meet the requirements 
for promotion to fourth grade.  
Third-grade parents will receive 
additional information with the 
first set of results from the Ohio 
State Test.  Information on Ohio’s 
Third Grade Reading Guarantee 
can be found at: http://education.
ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-
Ohio/Literacy/Third-Grade-
Reading-Guarantee. 

General Information and 
Upcoming Events

Now that the weather has 
turned a bit colder, please remind 
children to bring jackets, hats, 
and gloves to school for outdoor 
recess.  Students go outdoors 

Thank you to everyone who 
has been contributing to our 
schools’ improvement this year. A 
couple of years ago, the Board of 
Education met with some of our 
community members to begin the 
process of establishing a vision 
for our district. Academically, 
our district leadership team is a 
group that works with the Ohio 
Department of Education to help 
direct our academic growth and to 
set goals to improve teaching and 
learning. Both of these groups, 
along with our school calendar 
committee have put out surveys. 
Our parent organizations meet 
with us and help us create activities 
and help us make decisions that 
are designed to better meet the 
needs of parents and the school, 
and to ultimately increase the 
success of our students.  

Each and every one of our 
teachers belongs to one of four 
Strategic Planning Committees 
to address our district’s vision. 
The four focus areas are 
Communication, Community 
Engagement, Curriculum, and 
Technology. Thanks to these 
four groups, we have are doing 
much better at informing people 
of important events that are 

“A thousand fibers connect us...” (Herman Melville)

occurring within the district. 
There are many other things that 
we can work together on to help 
our students, and we are diligently 
working on these. 

Our district wide calendar now 
allows parents and community 
members see the activity going on 
any given day at the school. From 
athletic practices, to musical 
performances, to family wellness 
cooking nights, the community 
calendar lets you know what 
is going on in real time. This 
calendar can be accessed from our 
website, www.western-reserve.
org  and you can even add the 
calendar to your smart phone. 

We are very thankful for 
all of the work our committees 
are doing to help make Western 
Reserve a great place to live and 
learn. As a direct result of our 
committees’ work, this month two 
of our own, Mrs. Ann Todd and 
Mrs. Valerie Miller are presenting 
at the Ohio Schools Improvement 
Institute in Columbus Ohio. 
This is a great honor to present 
our school district at a state and 
national level. We thank them 
for all of their hard work. They 
will showcase all the work we 
have done to make our students 

College and Career Ready. 
Another fine example of 

our Strategic Action Plan is 
our Community Engagement 
Committee. Feedback from the 
community indicated that they 
would like to be part of our 
district’s Wellness Plan. Because 
of this, our teachers hosted a 
Family Cooking Night in which 
our teachers highlighted some 
healthy meals that could be 
prepared quickly to accommodate 
our families’ busy schedules. 
It was such a success that we 
repeated it this year and there was 
enough interest that we will be 
hosting a second Family Cooking 
Night. 

Yes, as the holiday season 
approaches we have much 
for which to be thankful. Our 
community’s support of the 
school district has allowed us 
to remain stable amidst many 
of the challenges that schools 
in our nation experience. The 
parental support for our teachers 
and principals has allowed us 
to make great strides in student 
achievement this year. The staff 
is successfully working to make 
sure students are safe, healthy, 
and well educated. And the 
quality of the young people in our 
schools makes me proud to have 
worked with them for the last 
thirty years. Working together, we 
can make good things happen for 
the students of Western Reserve.

Happy Thanksgiving.

Rodge F. Wilson, 
Superintendent

In honor of Red Ribbon week, 5th grader Frankie Hoover 
“Plants her Promise” to remain drug-free while Brianna 
Castile and Autumn Collinsworth wait for their turn to do 
the same thing.  Student Council members Ryann Roland 
and Ameris Vanderpool are in the background waiting to 
help the next group of students.

See NEWS  page 3

(left) Students from the high school art club decided to dedi-
cate the design for their plow painting in support of Mrs. 
Beck. The students wanted Mrs. Beck and the public to re-
member that no Rider faces challenges alone when you’re 
part of the Western community. Pictured from left to right 
is Jenna Thayer, Victoria Brown, Mason Kuenzel, Briana 
Conley, Bethany Morman, Dale Heller, Arianna Papai, and 
Kelsey Hipp. Not pictured but also participating in the proj-
ect are Patience Conley, Alex Brimhall, Emily Yousif, Alexis 
Walker, Jade Blair, and Travis Hunkins along; with a guest 
appearance from Maegan Bouchonville.
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Kimberli Sheldon 

James Wiles

The next deadline 
for On the Western 
Front is November 

29, 2018.

Contact Kim Sheldon 
for article submissions 

ksheldon@western-
reserve.org

Ads & advertising 
information email to -- 
westernfront@western-

reserve.org

Kimberli Sheldon &
James Wiles

Western Reserve
Board of Education

3765 US Route 20
Collins, OH 44826

(419) 660-8508
www.western-reserve.org

Board Members and
Contact Information

NOTE:  PLEASE CONTACT THRU 
E-MAIL WHEN POSSIBLE.

Mrs. Jamie White: 4744 Gibbs 
Road, Norwalk, OH 44857. 
(419) 660-9856.
jwhite@western-reserve.org

Mrs. Peggy Weisenberger: 
1635 Derussey Rd
Collins OH 44826-9793.
(419)-706-9702 
p w i e s e n b e r g e r @ w e s t e r n -
resereve.org

Curt Linder 
921 ST RT 18
Norwalk,  OH  44857
419-660-1163
curtlinder@western-reserve.org

Mr. Kris Green – 5147 
Fitchville River Road, 
Wakeman, OH 44889.  (440) 
839-2624.
kgreen@western-reserve.org

Dr. Scott Ommert: 2820 St. 
Johns Road, Wakeman, OH 
44889. (440) 839-5152. 
sommert@western-reserve.org

Western Reserve District Calendar --- November 2018

Western Reserve District Calendar --- December 2018

Questions?
Call Principal Lisa Border 

419-668-8470 ext. 2001 or email 
lborder@western-reserve.org

11:07am Teen Life Bible Club
1pm NPESC Walking/Gym 
Class
2:30pm V Boys BBall Practice
2:30pm Jazz Band Rehearsals
3pm SBall open gym
3:15pm MS B Bball
5pm MS G BBall
6pm F Ball Banquet
7pm JV/9 Boys BBall Practice

11:07am Teen Life Bible Club
1pm NPESC Walking/Gym 
Class
2:30pm V Boys BBall Practice
2:30pm Jazz Band Rehearsals
2:45pm V/JV G BBall
3pm SBall open gym
5:30pm MS B Bball vs Huron
5:30pm MS G BBall vs Huron
7pm JV/9 Boys BBall Practice

8am V G BBall
8am MS G BBall
9:50am NPESC Walking/Gym 
Class
10am V/JV/9th Boys BBall 
Scrimmage
10am JV G BBall
11:07am Teen Life Bible Club
2:30pm After Hours Rehearsals

9:50am NPESC Walking/Gym 
Class
11:07am Teen Life Bible Club
2:30pm Baseball Open Gym/
Open Field
2:30pm After Hours Rehearsals
2:45pm V/JV G BBall
3:15pm MS B BBall
5pm MS G BBall
5pm V/JV/9th Boys BBall 
Practice

7:30am OT Services
1pm NPESC Walking/Gym 
Class
2:30pm V/JV/9th Boys BBall 
Practice
3pm SBall open gym
3:15pm MS B BBall
5pm MS G BBall
6pm V/JV G BBall vs Perkins

8am V/JV Boys BBall
10am MS BBall vs N London
10am MS G BBall vs N London
10am 9th Boys BBall
6pm JV/V Boys BBall

2:30pm After Hours Rehearsals
2:45pm V/JV G BBall
3:15pm MS B BBall
3:15pm MS G BBall
6pm V-JV Boys BBall Game vs 
Margaretta

7:30am OT Services
1:00pm NPESC Walking/Gym 
Class
3:00pm SBall open gym

7:30am Bus Field Trip to OSU 
Mansfield
9:50am NPESC Walking/Gym 
Class
2:30pm V Boys BBall Practice
2:30pm Baseball Open Field/
Open Gym
2:30pm After Hours Rehearsals
3:15pm MS BBBall
3:15pm MS G BBall
5pm V G BBall
6:30pm JV/9 Boys BBall
6:30pm JV G BBall
7pm Kindergarten Thanksgiving 
Program

9:50am NPESC Walking/Gym 
Class
2:30pm After Hours Rehearsals
2:45pm V Boys BBall Practice
2:45pm V/JV G BBall
4:30pm JV/9 Boys BBall 
Practice
5pm MS G BBall
7pm MS B Bball

9:50am NPESC Walking/Gym 
Class
2:30pm JV/9 Boys BBall 
Practice
2:30pm After Hours Rehearsals
3:15pm MS G BBall
5pm MS BBBall

9:50am NPESC Walking/Gym 
Class
2:30pm After Hours Rehearsals
3:15pm MS BBBall
3:15pm MS G BBall
7pm First Grade Holiday 
Program

11:07am Teen Life Bible Club
1pm NPESC Walking/Gym 
Class
2:30pm V Boys BBall Practice
2:30pm Jazz Band Rehearsals
3:15pm MS B BBall
5pm MS G BBall vs Mapleton

7:30am FCCLA Blood Drive
11:07am Teen Life Bible Club
1pm NPESC Walking/Gym 
Class
2:30pm Jazz Band Rehearsals
3:15pm MS BBBall
5pm MS G BBall vs Crestview

9:50am NPESC Walking/Gym 
Class
11:07am Teen Life Bible Club
2:30pm After Hours Rehearsals
3:15pm MS G BBall
5pm MS BBBall
5pm V/JV/9th Boys BBall 
Practice

9:50am NPESC Walking/Gym 
Class
11:07am Teen Life Bible Club
2:30pm After Hours Rehearsals
3:15pm MS BBBall
3:15pm LPDC Meeting
5pm MS G BBall

7:30am OT Services
9am Transportation Dept 
Meeting
1pm NPESC Walking/Gym 
Class
2:30pm V/JV/9th Boys BBall 
Practice
3:15pm MS G BBall
5pm MS BBBall vs Mapleton

7:30am OT Services
1pm NPESC Walking/Gym 
Class
3:15pm MS G BBall
5pm MS BBBall vs Crestview

2:30pm After Hours Rehearsals
3:15pm MS BBBall
3:15pm MS G BBall
6pm V/JV Boys BBall Game

10am Preschool 14th Family 
Christmas Gathering
2pm Preschool 14th Family 
Christmas Gathering
2:30pm After Hours Rehearsals
3:15pm MS BBBall
3:15pm MS G BBall

8am V/JV Boys BBall
9am MS G BBall vs Plymouth
10am MS BBBall vs Plymouth
10am 9th Boys BBall
6pm V/JV Boys BBall vs 
Keystone

10:00am MS G BBall vs St Paul
11:00am MS BBBall vs St Paul

11:07am Teen Life Bible Club
1pm NPESC Walking/Gym 
Class
2:30pm Jazz Band Rehearsals
2:45pm V/JV G BBall
3pm SBall open gym
3:15pm MS B Bball
4:30pm V/JV/9th Boys BBall
5:30pm MS G BBall vs 
Monroeville

3:15pm MS B Bball

Cleveland Museum of Art 
Fourth Grade 
9:50am NPESC Walking/Gym 
Class
11:07am Teen Life Bible Club
2:25pm Student Council 
Meetings
2:30pm JV/V G BBall
2:30pm Baseball Open Field/
Open Gym
2:30pm After Hours Rehearsals
3:15pm LPDC Meeting
4:30pm JV/9 Boys BBall
5:30pm MS B Bball vs Edison
5:30pm MS G BBall vs Huron
6pm C Country Banquet
6:30pm V Boys BBall Practice

7:30am Bus Field Trip to 
Heidelberg Univ
7:30am OT Services
1pm NPESC Walking/Gym 
Class
2:30pm JV G BBall
3pm SBall open gym
3:15pm MS B Bball
3:45pm V G BBall
5pm MS G BBall
5:30pm V/JV/9th Boys BBall 
Scrimmage

1:30pm winter sports pics
2:30pm V Boys BBall Practice
2:30pm After Hours Rehearsals
3:15pm MS B Bball
3:15pm MS G BBall
3:30pm JV/9 Boys BBall 
Practice
6pm FFA Square Dance
7:50pm JV G BBall Shelby 
Preview
8:30pm V G BBall Shelby 
Preview

10am V/JV G BBall
12pm V Boys BBall Practice
12pm MS G BBall
2pm JV/9 Boys BBall Practice
2:30pm After Hours Rehearsals

8:00am V/JV Shoot
9:00am V/JV/9th Boys BBall 
Scrimmage
6:00pm V/JV G BBall vs 
keystone

8am MS B Bball
10am V/JV/9th Boys BBall 
Scrimmage
10am V/JV G BBall
10am Turkey Trot
1pm MS G BBall

PLEASE VIEW SCHOOL 
WEBSITE CALENDAR 

FOR A MORE UP TO DATE AND 
COMPLETE SCHEDULE

PLEASE VIEW SCHOOL 
WEBSITE CALENDAR 

FOR A MORE UP TO DATE AND 
COMPLETE SCHEDULE
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Tucker’s Tales

By this point, we’re likely all 
familiar with the term Helicopter 
Parenting, where parents keep 
an overly watchful eye on their 
child’s every move and then 
swoop in to save the day at the 
first sign of trouble. But have you 
heard of Lawnmower Parenting?

While the helicopter 
parent hovers and worries, the 
lawnmower parent takes it even 
further, stepping in to clear their 
child’s path of potential obstacles 
and challenges. This prevents their 
child from having to experience 
any feelings of pain, sadness, 
discomfort or disappointment.

If any of these scenarios 
sound familiar, you have likely 
come across a Lawnmower 
Parent. (Keep in mind these 
examples refer to middle and high 
school parents.)

• A parent panics when they 
realize their child forgot 
his math homework on the 
kitchen table, so they run it 
right over to the school in 
time for class.

• A student misses a day 
of school from illness, 
but instead of the student 
following up with you, the 
parent reaches out to the 
school to collect her makeup 
work.

• A student is feeling really 
anxious about having to 
make a presentation in your 
class, so the parent contacts 
you to push for an alternate 

Getting to Know! The Lawnmower Parent

arrangement.
While it’s normal and natural 

for parents to want to protect their 
children, this type of parenting 
can have long-lasting, harmful 
effects.

When a parent constantly 
intervenes in a child’s life in this 
manner:

• It sends the message that, 
“my parents – not me – are 
the only ones equipped to 
make decisions and handle 
challenges in my life.”

• It creates youth who 
increasingly feel “entitled” 
and expect things to always 
go their way with minimal 
effort on their part.

• Most dangerously, this 
type of parenting shelters 
children from experiencing 
and dealing with any type of 
adversity. It’s only a matter 
of time before something 
goes wrong and it’s out of the 
parent’s control. And when 
that happens, the child has 
no positive coping skills to 
deal with their situation, and 
may act out aggressively, 
negatively internalize what 
they’re feeling, or possibly 
turn to substances in an 
attempt to get a handle on 
their emotions.
Another name being given 

to this style of parenting, which 
may paint an even clearer picture 
is “Curling Parents.” Think back 
to the Olympic sport where the 

players slide a stone down the ice 
toward a target, but then rush just 
ahead of it to smooth and attempt 
to direct its path to success. 
Call it curling, bulldozing, 
snowplowing or lawn mowing—
it all means the same thing, 
and it’s truly a disservice to our 
children. In order for students to 
develop into happy, healthy and 
successful adults, they must be 
taught, encouraged, and guided to 
begin to think, speak, and make 
decisions for themselves. They 
need to be allowed to learn from 
their mistakes and to be taught 
to process and handle adversity 
appropriately and positively. 
If it comes time that they have 
done their part advocating for 
themselves and a situation 
remains unresolved, then mom or 
dad can step in to assist. 

Source: Karen Fancher: 
Pittsburg Moms Blog - The Rise 
of the Lawnmower Parent. June 
25, 2016. Ramy Mahmoud The 
Dallas Morning News: Arizona 
Daily Sun - Guest Column: The 
dangers of lawnmower parenting 
and preventing failure. August 
30, 2017. Murphy Moroney. 
PopSugar.com: Worried You’re 
a Lawnmower Parent? Follow 
These Steps to Nip It in the 
Bud.September 13, 2018. 
WeAreTeachers.com: Life & 
Wellbeing - Lawnmower Parents 
Are the New Helicopter Parents 
& We Are Not Here for It. August 
30, 2018.

NEWS  from page 1
daily as weather permits.

The Kindergarten classes will 
have a Thanksgiving program on 
Monday, November 19th at 7:00 
PM in the elementary school gym, 
under the direction of Ms. Henry.  

I have been with most of you 
since pre-school, you came to 
the elevator in 3rd grade where 
I greeted you and I also visited 
the school as a Therapy Dog.  I 
am now 13 yrs old.  You met 
me when I was a puppy and you 
knew my brother Kodi Bear.  He 
used to write this article.  He was 
wonderful!  I loved him so much.  
We did everything together and I 
learned so much from him. He got 
cancer much too early and died…
it was hard for all of us. That was 
a few years ago.  Now I am older, 
I move a little slower, my eyes are 
starting to “blue”, which means I 
am losing my eyesight and most 
of my hearing.  I stick close to 
mom, never too far away.  She 
is so good to me and loves me so 
much.  I like to do all the things 
we did before, only on a much 
slower level, she understands that.  

We still go for our walks, mine is 
slower and shorter than Veta’s, 
as I get out of breath.  I can say 
that my journey with my loving 
mom has been wonderful and I 
have not wanted for anything.  
She says that I am her heart…..
she is also mine.  I can only hope 
that you take care of your animal 
companion as she has me.  Love 
you mom.

Parents, family, and community 
members are invited.

There will be no school for 
students November 21st – 26th.  
School will resume on Tuesday, 
November 27th.  

by Rhiannon Zajdel
There was lots of laughter 

and big smiles over at the 
elementary on Friday, October 
27th. All the students were super 
excited to celebrate Halloween. 
They all dressed up in their 
costumes and brought treats to 
pass around to their classmates. 
Parents came in to help teachers 
set up special events going on in 
the classroom but, they mostly 
came to make some memories 

Halloween Parties Have a Purpose in Education
with their children.  

The elementary Halloween 
activities started the celebration 
with a festive parade. All the 
teachers and parents stood out 
in the hallway while every grade 
walked in the hallway. The 
parade is a time-honored tradition 
where students look forward to 
seeing each others’ costumes 
and anticipating trick-or-treat 
later in the evening. Once the 
parade was over each class had 

some snacks, listened to music 
and played games. Most classes 
played a mummy game where 
the children got in groups and 
wrapped toilet paper around one 
of the group members. The group 
who was able to cover their peer 
the most and make them look like 
a mummy the best, won. 

These little parties over at 
the elementary are such a great 

See PARTIES  page 9
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15 of Western’s finest staff members spent the professional development day on October 19th 
at Common Grounds working on teambuilding and communication. Because the members 
of the staff are so critically involved with building relationships at WR, this was the perfect 
outing for them.  

Congratulations to The Western Reserve Elementary No-
vember Students of the Month ~ Representing kindergarten 
- Matthew Altomare, 1st grade - Grace Brammer, 2nd grade 
- Brooklynn Blanton, 3rd grade - Skielur Young, 4th grade 
- Ezra Green, and 5th grade - Kendall Warthling.  We are 
proud of your efforts, keep up the good work!

Improved language, increased 
concentration, and discipline 
supported cognitive development 
and improved imagination are 
just a few of the benefits of 
reading to children according to 
The Children’s Bureau. Knowing 
how important reading to young 
children can be and wanting to 
ensure that the youngest Western 
Reserve Roughriders are off to 
a great start, is why Western 
Reserve Preschool is delighted to 
have such an amazing partner in 
education as The Huron County 
Public Library-Wakeman Branch. 
Each month the students of 
Western Reserve Preschool are 

Preschool Promotes Early 
Literacy Program

treated to story hour complete with 
stories read, puzzles and crafts. 
The partnership has strengthened 
this year and has branched out to 
include a punch card incentive 
program where students from WR 
Preschool who visit the library 
eight times and have their card 
stamped can return the card to 
preschool and choose a prize 
from the treasure chest. Also, the 
library has graciously supplied 
each child of the program with 
a ‘Birthday Bag’ that includes a 
guide to age-appropriate literacy 
activities, a birthday card, a 
bookmark, and a brand new book. 
Working together to increase 
the access and understanding of 
the importance of early literacy 
is a goal that has formed a great 
partnership between Western 
Reserve Preschool and the 
Wakeman Library. 
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Senior Spotlight

WR senior Victoria Quillen 
has hopes of one day finding a 
job that she loves and will make a 
lot of money doing. Her favorite 
Disney movie is Zootopia and 
the best movie she has seen in the 
last year is A Star is Born. The 
thing she will miss most about 
her “high school days” is seeing 
her closest friends everyday. The 
most important thing she has 
learned in/from high school is 
“the people who you think are 
your best friends, might not be the 
same people a few years later.”

by Olivia Miller

by Danielle Randolph, 
School Psychologist
drandolph@western-reserve.org  
419-660-9824 ext. 1006

Here are some helpful tips 
for working with your child on 
homework.
General Homework Tips

• Make sure your child has 
a quiet, well-lit place to do 
homework.

• Make sure the materials 
your child needs (i.e. paper, 
pencils, dictionary, etc.) are 
readily available.

• Establish a set time each day 
for doing homework, and 
don’t let your child leave 
homework until just before 
bedtime.

• Have a positive attitude 
toward homework.

• When your child asks for 
help, provide guidance, not 
answers.

• Have your child do the hard 
work first when they are 
most alert.

• Allow your child to take 
a short break if he or she 
becomes frustrated. Give 

Homework 
Helper

him or her a set time that 
homework should resume.

• If your child has been 
successful in homework 
completion and is working 
hard, reward their effort.

Reading Homework Tips
• Have your child read aloud to 

you every night.
• Choose a quiet place, free of 

distractions, for your child to 
do his or her nightly reading 
assignments.

• Ask your child to tell you 
in his/her own words what 
happened in the story.

• Before getting to the end of a 
story, ask your child what he/
she thinks will happen next 
and why.

• When your child reads aloud 
to you and makes a mistake, 
point out the words that were 
missed and help him or her 
read the words correctly.

Math Homework Tips
• o If you don’t understand 

your child’s math 
assignments, engage in 

frequent communication 
with his or her teacher.

• o Follow the progress 
your child is making in math 
and check with her/him daily 
about math homework.

• o Try to be aware of how 
your child is being taught 
math, and don’t teach 
strategies and shortcuts that 
conflict with the approach 
the teacher is using. Ask 
the teacher about online 
resources that you can use 
with your child at home.
Parents who tell a child that 

doing homework is important 
are conveying the message that 
education is highly valued in their 
family.   Be sure to let your son 
or daughter know you expect it 
to be done.    On the other hand, 
teachers do want to know when 
homework is taking the child too 
long or battles over homework are 
causing uncomfortable conflict 
in the home. Do not hesitate to 
let the teacher know if this is the 
case. 

MS/HS picture retake day is 
November 16th from 7:30 to 8:30 am!
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• HS Girls’ Basketball: 
November 24th @ Keystone

• MS Girls’ Basketball: 
November 27th @ 
Monroeville

• MS Wrestling: December 1st 
@ Huron MS

• HS Wrestling: December 1st 
@ Edison Invite

• MS Boys’ Basketball: 
December 1st vs New London

• HS Boys’ Basketball: 
December 1st vs  Margaretta

• 9th Grade Boys Basketball: 
December 6th vs New London

2018-2019 Winter 
Season Openers!

On Friday, October 25th the elementary students started their spooktacular celebrations 
early with an annual Halloween party and parade. They reconvened back in classrooms for 
some games and refreshments. With all the hard work students have been up to during the 
first quarter, small breaks just like this one are important to build rapport and rejuvenate 
their young spirits.

Junior Dale Heller and the Western Reserve Marching Band 
didn’t let the rain stop them from providing a perfect half-
time show against St. Paul on October 19th.

The Lady Riders beat Edi-
son on Saturday, October 
20th to clinch the sectional 
title. While the Riders sea-
son ended a week later in 
a match-up against Huron, 
every moment in the 2018 
season was made with te-
nacity and as a team.

On October 18th senior Reba Runkle, along with several 
other students in the FFA brought farm animals from their 
homes to contribute to the annual Third Grade Ag Day. Reba 
works with third-graders from the elementary along-side her 
horse.

8th grade Academic Challenge Team competed Thursday at 
Norwalk St Paul Social Center in the Huron County contest. 
The team finished in 3rd place and was one correct answer 
out of 2nd place. The students should be commended for 
their effort and time. 



November, 2018                                                                                On the Western Front                                                                                           Page   7 

The Lady Rider Volleyball Program was proud to present Jill Kinser with the proceeds from 
our annual Cancer Awareness Game. Jill is the Director of the Fisher-Titus Foundation at 
Fisher Titus in Norwalk, Ohio. The money raised from the Lady Riders was donated to the 
Mammography Fund with the intention that free mammograms will be offered to women who 
are unable to afford them on their own.   

On Monday, October 29th the 8th-grade class traveled to the Cleveland Natural History 
Museum. The students were able to view a planetarium show, see many Ohio based science 
exhibits of fossils, archaeology artifacts, a moon rock from the Apollo 12 mission, precious 
stones and gems, an earthquake simulator, an exhibit highlighting bio-mechanics), and an 
outdoor “zoo” of native Ohio wildlife in their natural environment.Much of the museum 
exhibits are directly related to Science State Standards for 8th grade in which students were 
able to review and preview “stuff” covered or to be covered in science class.

Thanks to Cosi and the Western Reserve PTA, students’ 
hands-on experience with chemistry was at an all-time high 
on October 9th and 10th. Our students were able to reach 
a greater depth of understanding for a complex subject be-
cause it was presented in tangible and engaging ways.
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Runs good, has 
toggle switch on 
the battery, has 
rust, needs tires 
and brake lines.        
Sold as is.

Bid# 1:  1995 Chevrolet G30 Van 1 Ton, 
5.7 Liter, V8 Engine, Mileage 064297.0

Bid #2: 2002 model. RoadMaster  

1250. Single Axle 2990 GVR. 6’x13’x6’ 
Rough Dimensions. Enclosed Trailer, fin-
ished inside.

Bid #3-  10’x 5.9’ Landscape Trailer with spare tires.
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Even though it was a dreary 
rainy day Western Reserve 
FCCLA had a fun time with 
children of all ages at the 
Wakeman Fire Department open 
house on Sunday October 28th.  
Firefighters were able to meet and 
greet community members and 
inform them of their services.  

As firefighters and 
parents were visiting, FCCLA 
members worked at keeping 
children entertained with 
activities including a cornhole 

Wakeman Fire Department Open 
House Educational and Fun

board spider toss game, face 
painting, cookie decorating, and 
Halloween coloring pages. The 
day’s activities made the time 
pass quickly for children and 
parents before trick-or-treat. The 
turnout was great and everyone 
had a good time working with 
the children and seeing them 
in their costumes.  We would 
like to express our thanks to the 
firefighters in our community for 
their service.

Senior Spotlight
by Olivia Miller

WR senior Izabelle Good 
hopes to one day achieve to be 
genuinely happy and to adopt lots 
of dogs. The biggest challenge 
for her within her high school 
years was “trying to juggle work, 
sports, and friends while trying 
to still maintain good grades”. 
Her favorite Disney movie is 
Mulan. The thing she will miss 
most after graduation is sports 
and seeing her friends everyday. 
The most important thing she 
learned in/from high school is 
“take criticism and know its okay 
to fail, sometimes”.

way to bond and have a good time 
with your one’s child. Lots of 
people would say that the events 
in school such as, assemblies 
and parties are a distraction 
from students’ education. On 
the contrary, these moments 
are critical to their youth, their 
development and their progress 
in education.  Even though a 
rigorous education is important, 
having fun while being at school 
is a major detail to focus on too. If 
students aren’t able to see school 
as a place that is enjoyable and 
an arena where they have fun 
memories, it will be difficult for 
them to see it as somewhere they 
want to be. Furthermore, little 
breaks every now and then help 
revive all of us, why shouldn’t 
a child have those moments?  
We’re always commenting how 
important it is to hang on to 
youth, it is little moments like this 
that help one savor it, protect it, 
and create a memory of it. 

PARTIES from 
page 3

Members of the WR FFA Hailey Sisson, Alexa Hurst, Ava 
Mackey, and Briana Kurdinat worked in coordination with 
the Wakeman firemen on October 29th during their Hal-
loween open house. Area children were able to come and 
participate in fun, holiday-friendly activities while learning 
everything the firemen can do. 
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Senior Spotlight
by Olivia Miller

WR and Ehove senior 
Madison Smith hopes to someday 
be a traveling nurse. Her biggest 
challenge within her high school 
years was “living/caring for my 
grandma with Alzheimer’s while 
working and trying to focus on my 
school work”. Her favorite Disney 
movie is Coco. The thing she will 
miss most after graduation is 
“having such supportive people in 
my life, like, friends, teachers, and 
coworkers”. The most important 
thing she has learned in/from high 
school has been that “being kind 
is cool!”

Senior Spotlight
by Olivia Miller

WR senior Paul Clark plans 
on being in the Army on active 
duty or being back at home 
enjoying life after he graduates. 
His friends would describe him 
as being funny or caring. His role 
model is his father, Paul Clark. His 
funniest high school moment was 
“the night at Breckyn Hunter’s 
party, we all joked throughout 
the night and most of us did not 
sleep”. The most important thing 
he learned in/from high school 
was “life is so much better when 
you can put a smile on someone’s 
face”.

by Riley Suhr 
Holidays celebrations were 

started throughout history to 
bring family and friends together 
amongst common beliefs and 
traditions, so why evade the spirit 
at school. While maintaining an 
educational atmosphere we can 
still find ways to have fun and 
embrace what this time of year 
is all about. School is home to 
many different types of diversity. 
Kids from all different races, 
ethnicities, and religions can all 
feel safe at school in the spirit of 
their personal holidays. Holidays 
expose our diversity and show 
our true stripes. The great thing 
about it is that it’s okay to be 
ourselves. There are positives 
and negatives when looking at 
schools embracing holidays and 
it’s our duty to ensure kids have 
the freedom to spread whatever 
religion they were raised around 
comfortably.

A major problem during the 
holiday season can be parents 
seeing these religious holidays 
as a potential to exclude those 
that may not celebrate the same 
religion. We need to use this time 

How Hanging on to the Holidays in 
School Aids Education

not to show our differences but 
our similarities. We need to learn 
to be accepting of the different 
holidays and religions. What 
better time of year than one that is 
focused on love and ‘togetherness’ 
to teach children about different 
religions and traditions. Teach 
children that their way may not 
necessarily be the only way. Let 
them ask questions and learn 
about what they don’t understand. 
Knowledge is of other religions 
is in no way a recommendation 
that their family religion or belief 
system is not ‘their way’ but 
more so to see and understand the 
breadth and culture to the world. 
Your version of Santa Clause may 
not be Santa Clause to everyone.

There is always the risk 
that kids may not understand 
at first and it will make them 
uncomfortable. Telling a young 
child there are more holidays and 
different reasons for celebration 
may be a lot for them to take 
in. Teachers should let parents 
know what is happening in the 
classroom to further extend their 

See HOLIDAYS  page 11
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Senior Spotlight
by Olivia Miller

WR senior Kelsey Gee 
plans on attending med school 
and starting her internship after 
high school. Her friends would 
describe her as being attentive. 
Her role model is her mom (Hazel 
Gee). Her funniest moment 
within her high school years was 
“getting lost while trying to find 
Mr.Sheldon’s office the beginning 
of my senior year”. The most 
important thing she has learned 
in/from high school is “don’t let 
anyone put you down. Do what 
you want to do and be what you 
want to be! You only get one 
shot!”

by Riley Suhr
Each year toward the end of 

October students in the elementary 
get ready for an annual tradition. 
This year was no different and on 
October 25th the third grade class 
pulled up their gloves, put on 
hats and got ready to partake in 
pretzel dipping day. The project, 
which was part of their economy 
unit, kicked off early in the 
morning and kept students active 
throughout the day. 

Each 3rd grade class had 
to make their own ads and 
come up with a name for their 
pretzel company. Furthermore, 
individual classes had the 
opportunity to get in an assembly 
line and dip pretzels. There were 
six people to a table. Two kids 
dipped the pretzels and passed 
the half dipped warm pretzels 
to the next two kids who had to 
shake off the excess chocolate 
that was melting off. Those were 
then passed to the next two kids 
who applied sprinkles and placed 
the chocolate covered pretzels on 

Elementary Students Take 
a Dip into Economics

a tray to be cooled and wrapped. 
The process repeated until each 
kid was able to dip ten pretzels. 

While the students enjoyed 
making a tasty treat they will 
eventually sell them as a 
fundraiser. What at first glance 
looks like a fun day with friends 
has turned into a strategic learning 
unit with a designed by the teachers 
and they have incorporated a 
great deal of educational value 
into the process. The pretzel 
dipping goes on during the class’ 
economy units and as they learn 
aspects of the assembly line and 
its inner workings using the dip, 
pass, and wrap method. The class 
learns basic economic vocabulary 
such as productive resources, 
producers, consumers, and 
entrepreneurs. They look into the 
cost of the dipping in contrast to 
how much money the class made 
in total.  Every year students look 
forward to the chocolate treats 
that young inspired third grade 
classes create for the community.

knowledge at the personal level 
each family is comfortable with. 
Making sure students learn 
these differences can help start a 
more empathetic and less biased 
generation. Diversity is a part of 

HOLIDAYS from page 10
life, it’s important to except this at 
a young age. Teaching our students 
the importance of recognizing 
these religions separate from their 
own is a leap forward in creating 
a less discriminatory future.

by Tate Drennen
One of the biggest complaints 

that is heard from parents these 
days is that their children come 
across either selfish or ungrateful 
and since this season is all about 
gratitude, a refresher course 
in how one can actively work 
towards being more thankful 
seemed like it was overdue. 
Whether we are grateful for what 
we have or not, we often let our 
appreciation go to the wayside. 
Just like anything in life, a feeling 
isn’t as real as we think until we 
act on it. Being thankful doesn’t 
really happen until we show that 
we feel thankful. The more we do 
that, the more we believe it; and 
therefore, so do those around us. 

There are many ways that 
children can be taught to be more 
thankful for what they have. 
Even if they might say thank 
you routinely they do not often 
show true appreciation for what 
they have around them. There 
are lots of activities that can be 
practiced and done at home as a 
family to remind each other to 
be thankful for everything you 
have. Write thank-you postcards 
to friends and family showing 
them appreciation and why you 
are thankful for them. This will 
get you and your kids thinking 
of others that you might not 
usually slow down to notice. The 
people you are sending to will be 
delighted to receive them in the 
mail. 

You or your child (or both) 
can also sit down and make a list, 
writing down as many things you 
can think of that you are thankful 
for. This list can  go a long way 
as the more you write down the 
more you tend to think beyond 
the general things in your life 
that are good and in turn start to 
appreciate the little things that 
make life special and unique. 

Another activity you can do 
is making a thankful tree. This 
fun craft that is easy to do is play 
on the Christmas tree. However, 
rather than looking to get things 
under the tree, you use a small 
tree from nature or create one just 

with paper. Cut out paper leaves 
and have your kids write a thing 
they are thankful for on each leaf 
and hand them on the tree or glue 
them to the paper tree. These are 
many more creative activities 
that can be done but these are 
just a few that can help teach 
thankfulness. These activities are 
helpful reminders to children to 
be thankful for everything and 
everyone they have in their lives.

Being Thankful 
is About Being 

Actively 
Appreciative

by Tanner Casto
Texting and driving has 

become a growing problem with 
young and veteran drivers alike 
in this day and age. Not only is 
texting while driving dangerous, 
but we tend to forget that being 
distracted behind the wheel is 
illegal and a punishable offense. 
Should one get caught texting and 
driving the best case scenario is 
a ticket, unfortunately many of 
these poor choices are ending in 
accidents and death.

Parents and kids together can 
help prevent the plaguing problem 
but often times it has to be an 
effort that is made as a family and 
an example that is set from the top 
down. A first step that can help 
curb the need to check one’s phone 
behind the wheel is to turning off 
notifications, putting the phone 
out of reach, or simply making 

Safe-driving Apps
a commitment to be a more safe 
driver. Recent research has shown 
that an app, such as Lifesaver 
and, is the most effective tool 
to monitor and control texting 
while behind. These apps are 
able to texting and driving issues 
around by blocking calls and 
texts while cars are in motion, 
send parent notifications and even 
give reports about safe driving. 
All these can work together to 
prevent more teens deaths as the 
statistics are staggering. About 
94% of teens know texting and 
driving is dangerous, but yet 35% 
of them admitted to still doing. 
Furthermore, because teens are 
inexperienced, they are also four 
times more likely to get in crashes 
or near crashes due to phone 
related accidents.

Before you or your child 
gets behind the wheel this winter, 
eliminate one more reason that 
could contribute to a crash and 
make a commitment to distraction 
free driving. 
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